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All Souls Belong To God
Don Hatch

All souls belong to God (Ezek 18:1-25).
Hereditary influence is important but does
not absolve one of personal responsibility.
The Scriptures help one see that generations
come and go but the individual remains the
focus of God’s scheme of redemption. There
is no escaping personal responsibility.

The Creator bestowed upon man the ability
to see Him in His creation. Family, love,
innocence of a child, heavenly hues, gentle
rains, seasons of the year, ocean’s waves,
verdant fields, purple mountains and the
simple growth of a tree all say that there is a
God (Rom 1:18-20). The reflective mind
sees God in every aspect of the material
world (Ps 19:1-5). The immeasurable beauty
of creation trumpets God. Nature can
proclaim, “there is a God” but cannot give us
“what God said”. Nature has no knowledge
of Calvary’s dark day and bright hope. The
Bible embraces two worlds, that which was
prior to sin and that which followed. The
Bible starts with a display of beauty but was
devastated when sin entered into the world.
Malachi ends the Old Testament and
Matthew introduces the New Testament. The
New Testament repeats the underlying
principle of the Old Testament, “God said”.

God’s traits of love, mercy, wisdom,
supreme sovereignty and grace are exhibited
repeatedly. The Bible is entirely about God
and redemption of fallen man. Underlying
redemption is an individual responsibility.
Redemption involves sin, the price paid and
salvation bestowed.

Righteousness is a condition of life. Man is a
social being like his God. Love demands an
object to love and be loved. God’s love is
manifested in His creation of man. God
desires man to love Him in return. Created as
a volitional being action is essential to man if
he is to reciprocate God’s love. Love cannot
be coerced. Love is an act of volition. Love
demands love and give love. Wickedness is
lawlessness, the opposite of righteousness.
The loveless and unrighteous soul lives in a
sphere of death. When one chooses the
objects of one’s affection serious

consideration should precede such a choice. Choice
encompasses more than the immediate.

The perfect world was a place of grace. Creating man
manifested God’s unmerited favor; Eve’s creation set
aside any question that grace was unknown in the
Garden for neither merited the special favors
bestowed upon them. The paradise in which they
lived cannot be explained upon merit. Did they
deserve it? Grace intensified upon sins entrance into
the world. Man from dust was created and woman
from his rib would one day bask in opportunities of
incomprehensible grace.

Only volitional beings can obey law. God has no
pleasure in death and lawlessness. Grace and law are
not rivals. They do not negate each other. Faith
comes by hearing and having heard one must obey
from the heart (Rom 10:1-17; 6:15-18). Apart from
the word of God there can be no response or
demonstration of faith. Obedient faith always seeks
to know what “God said”. The law of faith (Rom
3:27) looks to God, not the human will, desires,
feelings or reasoning. Love delights in God’s
commandments (Ps 119:47) and affirms that they are
beyond all wealth in this world (Ps 119:127; Jn
14:15, 23, 24). Love prompts faith to submit to
God’s love and grace. Submission does not nullify
grace. Obedience in grace is perfect love.

God delights in mankind (His creation) and desires
their love, loyalty, faith and devotion. These
necessitate a law to guide one into expressions
pleasing to the Creator. Responding to grace in
obedience presupposes a law, riveting affections
upon the Giver.

The presence of the tree of life, the knowledge of
good and evil in the Garden of Eden demonstrates
man is persistently in the presence of the forbidden
and must make choices. Response to God has
choices. God has no pleasure in the death of the
lawless (Ezek 18:25). God’s character, word and
work in Jesus Christ emphatically declare His
displeasure in the death of a sinning soul. No protest
could be louder. God’s will is that all men
everywhere be saved (1 Tim 2:4). Conversion is the
way to life. Except one is converted, wherein sin is
blotted out the seasons of refreshing brought on by
Christ will allude us (Acts 3:11-26). Yield your soul
to the Lord! He will care for you! The hopes and
fears of all the years are faced in Jesus our Savior.
Being added to His church through conversion is a
wonderful spiritual blessing for the soul.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

This is the last article on the subject of prayer. I hope
they have been helpful and gave everyone something to
think about when you pray. Let’s talk about how prayer is
perseverance. First of all we must be excited to be able to
pray. As has already been mentioned, Jesus simply gave a
simple form to go by and there are no secret passwords.
Begin with the form and then persist. You see, to pray is to
think and to submit. To pray is to ask, to seek, to knock and
keep on asking, seeking, knocking for God is not a genie in
a bottle. Prayer is work and difficult and it takes time.
Prayer requires our lives, not just our lips. You see, Jesus
not only knew God, but He also knows us for in Luke 11:5-
8, He illustrated perseverance with a parable about two
friends—“And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a
friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend,
lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me
on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and
he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I
cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will
not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet
because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many
as he needs.”

We call upon friends in times of need sometimes and
still, we wisely pick our times and places, even with the
best of friends. Midnight is not usually the proper time and
there are always business hours the next day. In response to
perseverance, a friend will even satisfy your request after
midnight if at all possible.

The parable in these verses does not teach God’s
reluctance; it offers God’s willingness. Prayer is power
because God is God—God is always available. There is
ultimately no argument for prayer except praying. Prayer
always creates a totally new situation. Everything is
different after prayer.

Finally prayer is receiving. “…ask, and it shall be
given to you; seek, and you shall find; ;knock, and it shall
be opened to you—Luke 11:9. Someone observed that 667
definite request appear in the Bible, with 654 specific
answers. This is a very high percentage—98%. This does
not suggest that 13 prayers were unanswered. Luke
continually reminds us to “pray…pray…pray”. Let us
never forget to “ask…seek…knock.” You see, God does
what is best for us even when his answer is “NO” to our
request we make, it is what is good for us. Jesus left us “an
example that we should follow His steps” 1 Peter 2:21.
That is why we see in the Bible how Jesus prayed often and
spent much time in prayer. So, if I am to follow in his
steps, I must pray. Finally we also can conclude that prayer
does good—James 5:16 “Confess your trespasses to one
another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails
much.”

Consider this question…If we knew that Jesus
would return tomorrow, how much of today would be
given to prayer?

Jerry McKey

If God Became Man
If God became man, what would He be like? Did Jesus Christ
possess the attributes of God? Better yet, is the question, why
would God become man? Communication with man was
paramount in making sure mankind would know the depth of sin
and the cost to remove the stain from their souls. Hence, God
planned, from the foundation of the world, to communicate to
man the need to be before Him in unblemished holiness and love.
What better method to display this than in Jesus Christ (Eph 1:3-
14).

When Jesus came into the world He possessed the attributes of
both man and God. He had a unique entrance into the world. He
performed supernatural feats. He was sinless. He would leave a
lasting impression that changed the world.

Jesus was born of a virgin (Isa 7:14; Gen 3:15; Gal 4:4, 5). The
main body of testimony of the virgin birth is found in the
biographical accounts of Jesus by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.
The virgin who bore Jesus of Nazareth was Mary who promptly
called Him Jesus (Savior). The Hebrew word virgin is found 6
other times in the Bible and critics only dispute its logical
meaning. Mary’s exact words were that she “had never known
man” (Lk 1:34). Moreover the conception and birth were to be
God’s signs (Isa 7:14). Critics are faced with insurmountable
evidence of this virgin birth. We must rely on the 1st century
witnesses and not the critics. Just as we, they have no more
information than the Bible. The account of Jesus’ birth has
historical figures, places and circumstances verified in the 1st

century. In any court of law, this evidence would be upheld. Any
later doubters have no more information than we do to prove or
disprove Jesus being born of a virgin. Because the Bible has never
successfully been proven to have errors its stand as an unyielding
instrument of God upon which to build our lives and beliefs.
Christianity was built on this indisputable foundation.

Jesus became God with us. We would expect him to be sinless.
From Jesus’ own words he asked, “…which of you convict me of
sin?” (Jn 8:46) for which He received no answer. He invited his
accusers to scrutinize Him and was found to be without sin (2 Cor
5:21. His friends and witnesses declared Him sinless (1 Pet 1:19;
2:22; 1 Jn 8-10; 3:5). The witness of history is overwhelming.

Jesus worked signs and wonders in the presence of witnesses that
remain indisputable (Heb 2:1-5; Jn 20:30, 31). Jesus told John’s
disciples to tell John of His miracles (Lk 7:22). It was John who
introduced Jesus as the Lamb of God who would take away sin
(Jn 1:29, 35). His miracles included physical maladies: leper,
paralytic, fever, hemorrhaging, dropsy, the Nobleman’s son
healed, withered hand, deaf and dumb, and Malchus’ severed ear.
Often miracles were performed in the face of hostile
circumstances. Miracles in the natural realm included water to
wine, stilling a storm, supernatural catch of fish, feeding 5000,
feeding 4000, walking on water and money in fish. No critic can
successfully dispute the miracles. They have only the Bible from
which to draw information and it contradicts them.

Jesus was acutely aware of mankind. Jesus was truly human, yet
more than human. His life was an embodiment of truth.
Instinctively we do not class Jesus with others. When we hear of
world leaders Jesus is apart from them. He is not the “Great” but
“the Only. He never allowed indulgence nor was He indifferent to
sin. He combined innocence with strength, devotion to the Father
with untiring interest in mankind. His life commands dignity and
fearless valor of those who followed Him. Jesus was exactly what
we would have expected if God became man. Jesus Christ as God
with us was in the most noble and perfect sense the ideal man. He
manifested God to us. Don Hatch



APRIL ASSIGMENTS

GREETERS:

April 2 – Front Foyer – Donna Davis & Nancy Pond
Back Foyer – Bill & Linda Matthews

April 9 – Front Foyer – Robert & Cathy Taylor
Back Foyer – Glen Kelly & Myrtle Wade

Communion Preparation: Dorris & Janie Walker
Contribution Counters: Glen Kelly & Nathan Allen

SERMONS

April 2 – a.m. “The Goodness And Severity
Of God” Romans 11:1-5

p.m. “God Is Not Mocked”
Galatians 6:6-10

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

Ongoing Health Concerns: Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, Dessie Ross, Don & Margaret Lewis, Carol Swinney, David &
Faye West, Laquita Baker, Mike Garrison, Nellie Melvin, Sissy Allen, Grady Fowler, Daryl Gerndo
David Hawkins, Beverly McKey, Jerry Catlin

Home Bound Members: Helen Thomas, Mary Walker, Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Nursing Homes: Max Melton – Irving Nursing & Rehabilitation

Military: Chris & Abigail Mathews

EVENTS

MISSION PRINTING – Mission Printing will meet
every SUNDAY at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium to
collate and staple tracts to be sent all over the world.
Please come help us and enjoy the wonderful
Christian fellowship.

Ladies Bible Class will meet on Tuesday, March
28th. Fellowship at 9:45 and lesson at 10:00. The
lesson will be “The Christian Age”. Ladies make
plans to attend and bring a friend.

PRAYER CONCERN

Carolyn Renfro had thyroid surgery done on
Thursday.
Anita Melendez has requested prayers for her brother
Daryl Gerndo as he has cancer.
Jerry Catlin is home from the hospital. A Home
Health nurse will be coming in and he will also be
having physical therapy at home.
Grady Fowler is also now at home after a stay in the
hospital.

There are many of our number who are struggling
with health issues. Please keep them in your daily

prayers so that they may once again be back at services
with us.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Our Teen Workday will be on Saturday, April 22nd.
Please let Darrell Allen know if there is anything that the
teens can assist you with on that day around your home.

LADIES we are collecting items for the Ladies ½ Day
gift bags. Please bring them by Wednesday, April 26,
2017.

Our monthly 39’ers potluck get together will be on
Monday, April 17th at 6:30 p.m.

LADIES DAY

Where: Briar Church Of Christ – Azle, Texas
When: April 15, 2017
Speaker: Peggy Coulter
Registration at 9:30 – Lunch following lessons

RSVP by calling (817-269-2814)
Further information is on the bulletin board.

Our new Church Directories are now available.

News at Belt Line

FAMILY NEWS: Call in your information to the office at:

972-790-8606 by Sunday evening



4/17/17 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 pm

4/29/17 – Ladies ½ Day – 9 a.m.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Kenny Mayer – 3/2
Xavier Kaiser – 3/6
B.C. Fowler – 3/6
Don Overturf* – 3/7
James Gilliam – 3/7
Vicky Askins – 3/8
Dana Hodgkins – 3/11
Jerry Baker – 3/18
Kay Overturf – 3/19
Phillip Whitlock – 3/22
Carol Swinney – 3/25
Pansy Yankey – 3/30

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Don* & Kay Overturf – 3/12
Grady & B.C. Fowler – 3/17
Jerry & Beverly McKey – 3/24
Gary & Nadya Workman – 3/29

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 4/2/17 SUNDAY PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table A.M. – Richard Renfro

John Mayer Vern Lundquist Bill Matthews
Nathan Allen Bobby England Don Herriage
Dorris Walker James Gilliam P.M. – Jerry McKey
Curtis Vaughan Robert Taylor Ken Lee
Alex Mayer
Purman Cofer SCRIPTURE READING

A.M. – Kenny Mayer
LORD’S TABLE (EVENING) Romans 11:1-5

Glen Kelly P.M. – Alex Mayer
Thomas Rathbun Galatians 6:6-10

SONG LEADERS COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
A.M. – Jerry McKey Darrell Allen
P.M. – Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 58 57 56 100
A.M. Worship 80 101 87 150
P.M. Worship 65 51 57 80
Wed. Class 58 59 56 85
Contribution $4587 $4449 $5100 $5220
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

OTHERS SUPPORTED
Paper Pulpit – Hurst, Texas
The Truth In Love – Hurst, Texas
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, Texas
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, Texas
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution

STUDENT PREACHERS SUPPORTED
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, Texas

Dolcey Patino, Roberto Ortiz, Joseph Harris, Nathan Boyd
Southwest School of Bible Studies – Issac Umana

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS


	3-27-17pg 1 All Souls Belong To God.pdf
	3-27-17 pg 2 If God Became Man.pdf
	3-27-17 Page 3 - Family News.pdf
	3-27-17 Page 4 -  Back Page.pdf

