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Hold fast
Don Hatch

Obedience (Greek upo under; akouo to hear)
identifies a readiness to carry out or perform
ordinances of another (i.e. to execute the
design of another person and thereby satisfy
the will of the other person or persons). It is
animated by love and may be paid on the part
of man to God or Christ, a parent, a superior,
or one who has authority.
Obedience to God is as vital as belief in the
Gospel, holiness, precepts of truth and the
promises vested in true repentance (i.e.
forgiveness and restoration). Obedience is the
practice or exercise of decorum and a duty of
Christianity. Perfect obedience is conformity of
the heart and life to the perfect law of liberty.

The obligation of obedience arises from the
relationship we have with God as creatures
(Psm 95:6; Mk 16; 15, 16). The law of the
Spirit, of Christ, of faith, of liberty and a royal
law revealed to us in the word of God demands
obedience (Rom 8:1,2; Gal 6:1-6; Rom 3:27;
Jas 2:8,12). From these we learn of providence
which consistently brings blessings (Ac 14:17;
Psm 145). Moreover these demonstrate the
love and goodness of God in the grand scheme
of redemption (1 Cor 1:30; 6:20).

Obedience must be active to avoid what has
been prohibited and conform to commands of
God (Col 3:8, 10). It must be personal because
the law of faith requires obedience as a rule of
life (Rom 4; 7:22). Sincerity (without
admixture) is apparent when one has obeyed
from the heart “that form of teaching” (Rom
6:15-18; 1 Tim 1:5). The affection felt for the
person who designed the things to be
performed springs from a deep abiding love
and never terror (1 Jn 2:5; 4:19; 3:1, 2; 2
Corinthians 5:14). Obedience is never slothful,
but diligent (Rom 12:11; Prov 15:19; 19:24).
Obedience is conspicuous and open for all to
see (Phil 2:15; Matt 5:16). Obedience
manifests itself in a responsibility to keep all
which has been designed to be fulfilled and is
to be perpetuated at all times, places and
occasions in seeking to honor the Benefactor
and Creator (Phil 4:18; Gal 6:9; Col 3:20; Heb
13:21).

The advantages of obedience are numerous.
Powerfully recommended in Christianity it
will bear fruit which is delightful and
practical (Col 1:10; Gal 5:22, 2), and will

rejoice the heart, making merry the soul (3 Jn 2).
Contrasted with faithful obedience the mouth of
gainsayers are stopped (1 Pet 2:13-17). It will
encourage the saints and reprove the lukewarm (Matt
5:16; Revelations 3:16). Obedience is the forerunner
of eternal life (Rom 6:22; Rev 22:14). It is the evidence
of grace granted, grace accepted and infers that one
cannot live any longer in sin and be called obedient
(Rom 6:1,15; Eph 2:5,8; 2 Cor 5:17).

Obedience to parents is taught in the New Testament
(Eph 6:1, 2). Children are to obey their parents in the
Lord, for this is right. Servants are to obey their
masters (Eph 6:5). Obedience will prove a singleness of
heart. Obedience to authority is commonly taught
throughout the scriptures (Rom 12:1-5; 1 Pet 2:13-17).
Divine command teaches the duty of Christians to be
good citizens, while yet; obeying God foremost and
always (Ac 4:19, 20).

Samuel said to Saul, “Hath Jehovah as great delight in
burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice
of Jehovah? Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, and
to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the
sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry and
teraphim. Because thou has rejected the word of
Jehovah, he hath also rejected thee from being king” (1
Sam 15:22-23). Disobedience and its consequence can
be seen in God’s pledge that Israel would not enter into
a rest. They sinned and fell in the wilderness as God
had sworn, not entering into His rest (Heb 3:1-19).

Obedience is, in a general or abstract sense, a readiness
to carry out or perform the ordinances of another, i.e. to
put the design of another into execution, and thereby
satisfy the will of another person or persons. The word,
then, signifies the capacity to hearken to any one's
advice, directions, or orders. In religion obedience must
be animated by love.

Obedience was blessed in Abraham (Gen 22:18, 19)
and it will also be in your life. “... Know ye not, that to
whom ye present yourself as servants unto obedience
his servant ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or obedience unto righteousness?” (Rom 6:16).
Hold fast the beginning of your confidence firm to
the end.

Obedience is virtual, it consists of a belief in the
Gospel, of the holiness and equity of its precepts, of the
truth of its promises and a true repentance of all our
sins; obedience, which is the practice and exercise of
the duties of Christianity; desired submission, which is
the conformity of our hearts and life to the laws of God,
without the seeking to circumnavigate His ways. This is
the desire to glorify God, not only avoiding what is
prohibited, but performing what is commanded.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

We need to keep in mind that 60 Years should only be a

beginning time for the Belt Line Road Church of Christ.

While we allow our minds to wonder back to the time we

individually started worshiping at this location. During this

time, there has been several dedicated at the time

Christians worshiping with us. Now, we don't see some of

them any more, and may know for a fact they are able, and

should be continuing to worship with us. We need to make

an extra effort to encourage these and newcomers to

consider Belt Line. We'll be getting more information to

you very soon with some tools to help in this area. This

congregation is in need of the efforts of all members in the

last quarter of 2015!

Where Can One Go for Spiritual Help? Many are

searching for real meaning, purpose, and truth in life.

Many are willing to accept the religious teachings of

Christ, the son of the living God, as a source of true life

(Jn 6:63). Unfortunately, the religion of Christ has been

so changed over past few years and corrupted by human

doctrines, new hermeneutics, traditions, practices,

worship and sectarian systems that many honest seekers

have been turned off and have given up in disgust.

Today's religious world presents a chaotic confusion. In

America alone, there are many thousand different

religious bodies with their different names, creeds, and

practices. The person seeking original Christianity that is

described in the New Testament, is understandably

confused and bewildered by such division and

contradictions in doctrines.

My brethren, and friends, are you getting "fed up" with the

religious confusion and traditions of our day? Then we

need to search the scriptures to find out for ourselves just

what Jesus taught, and what his will is for us. (Acts 17:11;

Matt. 7:3-21). A Christian's loyalty is to Christ, His truth,

and His church (John 8:32; Matt. 16:16-18), and not to

man-made Catholicism or Protestantism. May we plead

with you to lay aside all human names, creeds, doctrines,

and practices of sectarianism and return to Christ as the

only creed, the scriptures as the only guide, and be

Christians only, no more, nothing less, and nothing else

(Acts 26:28). Help is in Christ and His one true religion for

all men, undenominational Christianity. Many

congregations are appearing in our environment today

claiming to be undenominational, but what they are

practicing is not scriptural. Saying we are

undenominational, and then not having the scriptures as

their guide leaves one in a lost situation. Find the truth and

keep God's commandments.

Remember the Sick and Shut-ins in your prayers, private

and public. Have a great week serving our true God, and

attend all the services possible. Dean Webb

Awesome Power Of The Listening Ear

Hearing has several nuances, the intransitive (Matthew 11:7-
19) where the things to be listened to is the total message. It is
also transitive (Acts 9:7) where the objective (voice) is
expressed. Faith which God requires comes by hearing
(Romans 10:16, 17). Thus there is a sensational perception of
the thing heard. Hearing signifies “paying attention to
something that appeared”. Frequently hearing refers to the
physical ear (Genesis 35:4; Exodus 29:30; Deuteronomy
15:17; Mark 7:33; Luke 22:50; 1 Corinthians 12:16). It relies
heavily on the figurative meaning to illustrate the act of
hearing. “By hearing ye shall hear” (Matthew 13:14; Acts
28:26) which expresses the mode of conveyance to the listener
where the organ of hearing is the ear (Mark 7:35; Luke 7:1).
When the reception is not heeded the audience is called “dull
of hearing” (Hebrews 5:11; Acts 17:20; 2 Timothy 4:3). The
message “is the thing heard” (John 12:38). Hearing is
something used as a “report” (Romans 10:16), “message”
(Hebrews 45:2), “preached words” 1 Corinthians 2:8-13).
Hearing entails the reception of the thing preached to create an
obedient faith (Romans 10:17; Galatians 3:2).

In scriptures God hears; He pays attention to His people. His
people should, but often do not, listen to Him. Hearing is the
mode by which the children of God receive directions for life.
God hears the groaning and troubles of His people (Genesis
16:11; Exodus 2:24; Psalms 69:33; 102:20). He also hears
their grumbling and murmuring against Himself (Exodus 16:7-
9; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13). A deeper understanding is
developed by “taking heed to” the words of God
(Deuteronomy 18:15-20). Further the New Testament says
“Moses indeed said, a prophet shall the Lord God raise up unto
you from among your brethren, like unto me; to him shall ye
hearken in all things whatsoever he shall speak unto you. And
it shall be, that every soul that shall not hearken to that
prophet, shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.
Yea and all the prophets from Samuel and them that followed
after, as many as have spoken, they also told of these days. Ye
are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God
made with your fathers, saying unto Abraham, and in thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Unto you first
God, having raised up his Servant, sent him to bless you, in
turning away everyone of you from your iniquities” (Acts
3:22-26).

The nature of hearing has rules which lead to learning and
growth. The function of hearing is to receive the material and
absorb it for permanent practical uses. The implications are
that the hearer should make the conditions most advantageous.
An open Bible is the greatest means of perception, by reading
it and marking the place for further study. Motivation is the
students own responsibility. Emotion, health, time,
circumstance are means of integrating the lessons into one’s
own personal life. The evaluation of growth form hearing is
when what has been heard is put into practice.

To obey or not to obey God! This is a crucial question for
every human being. Obedience as opposed to disobedience is a
life or death issue. God has given to humankind the innate
power to make choices which leads to pleasing God and
receiving his blessings or disobedience which leads to cursing,
judgment and death. Obedience should stem from a
commitment to be holy as the Lord God is holy (Leviticus
19:2; 1 Peter 1:13-17). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

September 13, 2015
Front foyer: Robert & Betty

Ruckman
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda

England

September 20, 2015
Front foyer: Glen Kelly &

Walt LaHaye
Back foyer: Kent Conner &

Nancy Pond

*****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

*****************
Contribution Counters For

September

John Mayer & Thomas Rathbun

****************
Communion Preparation For

September

Darrell & Melissa Allen

****************
LADIES

Ladies please mark your
calendars for each Tuesday
morning for Ladies Bible Class.
Class begins at 10 a.m. in the
Annex. Lesson for Sept. 15th will
be “The Fear of the Lord”.
Please invite your friends to join
us.

****************

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, J.C.
and Dessie Ross, Don and
Margaret Lewis, Frances Tipton,
Diedra Sutton, Vera Gleghorn,
Tom Prince, Virginia Stull

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Gearldean Jones, Don
Hancock

Recovering at Home:
Anne Herriage is now home
from the hospital and is feeling
better.
James Gilliam is feeling better.
Tom Prince is having a difficult
time.

There are many dealing with short
term health issues. Please
remember them in your prayers.

Nursing Home:
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Special Request:
Jim Michael, brother-in-law of
Debra Alonzo and former
member here at Belt Line, has
been diagnosed with a disease of
his blood and bone marrow.
Please pray for him and the family
as they wait for further test
results.
Please keep Ruben Melendez and
his family in your prayers as he
under goes his Chemo.

*****************
SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to
Denzil Myers and family on the
loss of Billie. She passed away on
Tuesday September 1. Graveside
services were Thursday at the
National Cemetery.

Sermon Titles

September 13, 2015
a.m: “Indelibly Written”
Scripture: Hebrews 8:8-13
p.m: “Our God Is Alive”
Scripture: Acts 17:22-28

September 20, 2015
a.m: “Covenant Between God

And Mankind”
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:1-10
p.m: “Redeemed How I Love To

Proclaim It”
Scripture: John 3:16-21

*****************
LADIES DAY

Where: N. 5th & Grape Church
Of Christ – Abilene, Tx.

When: September 19, 2015

Further information is on the
bulletin board.

*****************
Upcoming Lectures

Where: Broadway Church Of
Christ – Tyler, Texas

When: September 14, 15 & 16
Speakers: Ivie Powell, Rick

Brumback & Don Hatch

Where: Mesquite Church Of
Christ – Mesquite, Texas

When: September 19, 2015
Time: 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Further information is on the
bulletin board.

*****************
THANK YOU

There is a Thank You Note on the
bulletin board from Denzil
Myers.

*****************

Please keep our upcoming
Evangelism Program in your
prayers.



9/13/15 – 60th Anniversary Celebration

9/15/15 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

9/21/15 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

David West – 9/1
Jackye Jewett – 9/2
Dean Webb – 9/4
Brenda Bryant – 9/7
Billy Joe Swain – 9/8
Katherine Cox – 9/8
Jane Easter – 9/10
Myashia Moore – 9/10
Hannah Guajardo – 9/12
Sherry Hodge – 9/13
J.C. Ross – 9/17
Charlotte Burrows – 9/17
Marcella Porter – 9/20
Mary Martini – 9/24
Dessie Ross – 9/26

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Tom* & Linda Head – 9/7
Keith & Cindy Vaughn – 9/15
Vern & Melody Lundquist – 9/22
David & Faye West – 9/24

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 9/13/15 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Don Herriage . Xavier Kaiser  Bill Matthews
 Curtis Vaughan  Kenny Mayer  Jerry McKey
 Dorris Walker  James Gilliam
 Walt LaHaye . Thomas Rathbun A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Garrison Kent Conner
 Glen Kelly Hebrews 8:8-13

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Richard Renfro
 Dale Cox
 Nathan Allen P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Acts 17:22-28
 Glen Kelly

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 58 56 62 100
A.M. Worship 101 89 101 150
P.M. Worship 63 73 67 80
Wed. Class 69 55 61 85
Contribution $5201 $5715 $5374 $5098
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Carlos Tario – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Daniel Garza – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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