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FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

When we read our Bible’s we see that Jesus taught many
lessons through parables. In Matthew 13:31-32 we see the
parable of the Mustard Seed. It is not long in words but
powerful in thought. “Another parable He put forth to them,
saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which
a man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least of
all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest
in its branches.”

If there is a theme it is ‘The small beginning of the Kingdom.’
We see that the “Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.”
What we conclude is the Kingdom and the church is one and
the same (Matt. 16:18-19). We also see that when one is born
again, he enters the Kingdom (John 3:5). Another important
thing we see is the size of the mustard seed. It is known for
its small size. Now from the human point of view, the origin
of the kingdom was small and insignificant yet the kingdom
of Jesus was characterized by unprecedented growth. Christ,
its founder had none of those qualities that are associated
normally with the establishment of great empires. In fact
Isaiah 53:2 says that He is a tender root out of dry ground—
the idea of a person seemingly unlikely to survive. It is also
recorded through out the Old Testament the growth of the
church—Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:9; Daniel 2:35, 44.

What do we learn from this parable? The Kingdom will fill
the earth and reign supreme. We should never despise the day
of small things. The power of the gospel can overcome all
odds. The Lord’s word of prophecy is sure. God’s plan for
man is successful. May we never think small but think
LARGE! Jerry McKey

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things. The things which ye both
learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things
do: and the God of peace shall be with you” (Phil 4:8, 9).

“These things have I written unto you, that ye may know that
ye have eternal life, even unto you that believe on the name of
the Son of God. And this is the boldness which we have
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us: and if we know that he heareth us whatsoever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked
of him. If any man see his brother sinning a sin not unto
death, he shall ask, and God will give him life for them that
sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: not concerning
this do I say that he should make request. All unrighteousness
is sin: and there is a sin not unto death. We know that
whosoever is begotten of God sinneth not; but he that was
begotten of God keepeth himself, and the evil one toucheth
him not. We know that we are of God, and the whole world
lieth in the evil one. And we know that the Son of God is
come, and hath given us an understanding, that we know him
that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son
Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. My little
children, guard yourselves from idols” (1 Jn 5:13-21).

Intercessors

“I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, thanksgivings, be made for all men; for kings
and all that are in high place; that we may lead a tranquil and
quiet life in all godliness and gravity. This is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; who would have
all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, one mediator also between God and
men, himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom
for all; the testimony to be borne in its own times; whereunto I
was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I speak the truth, I
lie not), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth” (1 Tim
2:1-7).

Praying for others is a vital part of the Christian’s life.
These payers take petitions of fellow Christians before the
throne of grace where help can be found in times of need
(Heb 4:14-16). Intercessions are an approach to the Father
asking for the needs of others. The Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ
and fellow Christians are all involved in the lives of others
(Gal 6:1-15; Rom 8:26-30; 31-39). Jesus was declared to be
an intercessor by pouring out His soul unto death and being
numbered with the transgressors, bearing the sins of many and
making intercessions for the transgressors (Isa 53:11, 12).
Jeremiah demonstrated the intercessory prayer of the prophets
making intercessory prayers to Jehovah of hosts (Jer 27:18).

Other intercessory prayers demonstrate that there is help for
infirmities and the special needs of faithful followers of God
(Rom 8:26). When a Christian’s heart is breaking the
intercessions of the Holy Spirit and fellow Christians ask God
to do according to His will (Rom 8:27; 1 Tim 2:1-5). Being
free from condemnation is found in Christ (Rom 8:1, 2).
Following Christ’s death He was raised to the right hand of
God and now makes intercessory prayers on behalf of the
church. (Rom 8:34). If God is for us who can be against us?
He spared not His only Son and therefore will give us freely
all things that pertain unto life and godliness through the
knowledge of Him who called us by His glory and virtue (2
Pet 1:1-11).

Paul exhorts [entreats, with strong urging] that the Christian
consider a course of conduct which is always looking to the
future and welfare of others (1 Tim 2:1-7). Intercessions are
comingled with thanksgiving, supplications and prayers for
the saints that all might live a tranquil life. The tranquility of
saints in a quiet and hope filled life is acceptable in the sight
of God. Such a life effectively guides the lost to come to the
knowledge of the truth of the gospel of salvation. Jesus gave
Himself a ransom for all to redeem mankind (1 Tim 2:1-7).
The Lord is not slack concerning his promises, but is long
suffering to us-ward not willing that any should perish. He
wants all to come to repentance and live a manner of life
worthy of His high calling (2 Pet 3:8-13). Jesus is able to save
to the uttermost those who draw near to God through Him,
seeing he makes intercessions for them (Heb 7:24-26).

Jesus perpetually intercedes in heaven and is our mediator.
Spending time in prayer on behalf of others will have a
profound effect on our life and theirs (Mat 5:44). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
December 18, 2011
Front foyer: Darrell & Nathan
Allen
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England

December 25, 2011
Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn
Renfro
Back foyer: Max Melton & Mary
Scott

*****************

Sermon Titles
December 18, 2011
a.m: “Bless The Lord”
Scripture: Psalm 104:1-9
p.m: “The Old And The New”
Scripture: 2 Cor. 5:11-19

December 25, 2011
a.m: “The Father And His Family”
Scripture: Eph. 3:14-19
p.m: “Sealed Unto Redemption”
Scripture: Eph. 4:25-32

*****************
Contribution Counters

Glen Kelly and Thomas Rathbun

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
MENS’ DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional
has been suspended for the
remainder of December. The
devotionals will start back up in
January 2012.

NEWS OF THE SICK
.Ted Lingren, our missionary in
Cambodia, had a procedure to
repair 3 fractured vertebrae as a
result of a truck accident in Laos.
.Roy & Helen Thomas are feeling
better. Please keep them in your
prayers.
.Kim Mayer’s, mother Anna
Winniford, surgery went well. She
is now at home recovering.
.Beverly McKey is scheduled for
surgery on December 14th at
Medical City, Dallas.
.Melissa Allen is scheduled for
surgery on December 21st.
.Robert & Cathy Taylor’s great
grandson, Austin Taylor was shot
in the head with a pellet gun.
Currently he has no brain activity
and is in Children’s Hospital at this
time. Please keep this family in
your prayers.
.Hank Henry is scheduled for
surgery on January 19th at Baylor
Irving.
.Billie Gilliam started radiation
treatments last week.
.Laquita Baker has started her
chemo and radiation treatments.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will not meet
again until January 2012 due to the
upcoming holidays.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies, please pick up an order
form for the Ladies ½ Day T-Shirts.
The forms are on the table in the
front foyer & also in the back.
They need to be turned in no later
than December 18th.

*****************
39’ers

39’ers will meet on December 19th

at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex. Please
bring food and enjoy the wonderful
fellowship.

LITERATURE
There are new issues of the
following: Gospel Minutes, The
Spiritual Sword, and Christian
Courier. The copies are in the
foyer as well as at the back door.
Be sure to pick up a copy as they
have some very good information
in them.

*****************
ADULT CLASS

The Adult Sunday Morning class
that meets in the auditorium will
be starting a new series of study in
the book of Romans.

*****************
THANK YOU

Thank you for the many cards, calls
and kind words of comfort.

Melvin Armstrong & Family

*****************
SYMPATHY

Dana Hodgkins’s father-in-law
Gordon Hodgkins passed away
Wednesday evening. Services were
held Sunday Morning.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam,

Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Serena Hatch
Jacob, Letitia Beverly, Hank
Henry, Elsie Nanney, Virginia
Stull.

*****************
ADULT CLASS

Jerry McKey’s Sunday Morning
class will begin a study in I Thes.
on December 25th.

*****************
Due to the Postal Regulations, this
will be the last published bulletin
until the 1st week in January 2012.



Dec. 19th – 39’ers at 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 20th & 27th – No Ladies Class

UPCOMING DEC. BIRTHDAY’S
Elizabeth Garrison – 12/13
Virgil LaFerney – 12/17
Linda Matthews – 12/17
Kim Mayer – 12/20
Pam Mathews – 12/23
Carol Lee – 12/24
Brenda England – 12/29

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Tony & Shellie Pearce – 12/18
James & Billie Gilliam – 12/20
Bill & Carolyn Montgomery – 12/22
Scott & Kassie Price – 12/30
David & Judy Odom – 12/31
Max & Juanita Melton – 12/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 12/18/11 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
James Gilliam  Bobby England  Mike Garrison
Brandon Howard Brent Howard  John Mayer
Scot Allen Roy Martin
Denzil Myers Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Thomas Rathbun  Glen Kelly
Mike Batot Psalm 104:1-9

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Jerry Baker

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Denzil Myers
Robert Ruckman
Bill Paschall P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Scot Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS 2 Cor. 5:11-19
Darrell Allen
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 77 80 78 100
A.M. Worship 110 129 141 150
P.M. Worship 68 66 74 75
Wed. Class 82 65 79 75
Ladies Bible Class 22 20 20 25
Contribution $6036 $4772 $4940 $5553

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Hyderabad Church of Christ - Hyderabad, India
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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