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The Devil’s Foothold
Don Hatch

The devil besets souls because they do not
heed the scripture’s admonition to “lay aside
falsehood” (Eph 4:25-5:2).The telling of lies
and spreading of false rumors is characteristic
of heathens. Those converted to Christianity
break away from evil habits. Falsehoods and
dishonesty are typical of the worldly minded.
The best way to kill a lie is to tell the truth.
Sacred literature enforces this in many ways.
Lying is wrong because it intrinsically
undermines the truth. It causes friction,
disunity and grief. Righteous indignation
against sin is all but lost in the present day.
Yet is it not anger with a neighbor which Paul
speaks about for this will degenerate into hate
and resentment. Exclamations like “I cannot
stand that person” degenerate into angry
moodiness, selfishness and an unforgiving
attitude. To retain an attire of anger is in
violation of scriptures (Eph 4:26-27). The
devil will quickly gain a foothold if one gives
him a place to stand. The power of the
deceitful devil must not be given a place in
one’s life.

The anger mood proceeds to stealing. There is
thief of wealth which is evil. What of a good
name stolen? “Good name in man and
woman, dear my lord, is the immediate jewel
of their souls; Who steals my purse steals
trash; ‘tis something, nothing; ‘twas mine, ‘tis
his, and has been slave to thousands; But he
that filches from me my good name robs me
of that which not enriches him, And makes
me poor indeed” (William Shakespeare). To
fall into defalcations is dangerous. A lack of
trustworthiness is characteristic of the slaves
of the devil (Eph 2:1, 2). Back of the sealing
of another’s good name is selfishness and
pilfering of the only real value another has.

It takes intense love to honor another. The
accomplishments of a lifetime can be erased
by angry words. No performing of religious
labors can augment or set aside such a vile
act. The dastardly deed remains a stain
because it is a willful sin (Heb 10:26-39). The
tenderhearted will have a far-reaching impact
on the members of the church when they are
careful for the good name of another.

Corrupt speech proceeding out of one’s mouth is
putrid, rotten, corruptive, defiling and injurious. The
impure environment which produces corrupt speech is
foul conversation and toxic. The pure and wholesome
environment creates fellowship and love.

It is hard to cleanse one’s mind, make a stand and
edify with one’s speech if habits have been contrary.
Those who fight against that which will plague another
know that catchwords and unguarded moments lead to
the torturing of someone’s life when they try to
retrieve their good name. That which befouls is
addictiveness to selfishness. The remedy is to fill our
lives with prayer, gracious living, holiness and purity.
We should fit the need of imparting grace to the
listener by bringing them spiritual benefit. There is an
interesting dichotomy [sharp distinction] between
blessing and falsehood. “A word in due season, how
good it is” (Prov 15:23). Paul mentions neighbors,
devil, needy and the listeners to bestow a reason for
purity of speech. The grieving (quenching, resisting)
of the Holy Spirit is equivalent to the sin of Ananias
and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11). Every meditation of our
heart should have a purifying effect.

All anger, bitterness, wrath, brawling and slander are
put away. Bitterness in a person reveals one’s
disposition. A sharp tongue is equivalent to a razor. He
who resents his neighbor bites, stings and has a strong
feeling of antagonism which is expressed in riotous
outburst and is a potential murder (1 Jn 3:9-12). (Like
a roaring furnace outburst of bitterness incinerate with
slander and reviling). Malice is mischief and evil
inclinations which have a mind of perversity, and
baseness delighting in inflicting hurt and injury to
one’s fellow servant.

The final analysis is to put the aforementioned evil
dispositions, words and actions, which oppose virtue,
away from our heart and mind. Kindness,
tenderheartedness and compassion lead to forgiveness
and goodness. We should not be amazed at the vile
person who censures, attacks and nitpicks another who
serves the Lord to the best of one’s talents. One could
never please their ill will. There should be far reaching
sympathy and eagerness to help. Mutual helpfulness
and encouragement should be the brightest cord which
binds a membership together. A toxic environment
breaks a congregation, whereas the mutual support and
love defeats the devil and denies him a foothold in the
midst of a congregation. The habit of ungrudgingly
bearing one another’s burdens fulfills the law of Christ
(Gal 6:1-10)

Repent
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Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Brethren, We must believe what the Bible instructs us to

obey. Baptism is by Sprinkling, Splashing, Christening, or

Immersion? A broad majority believe all of these are

acceptable. We don't have choices on the subject of Baptism.

What instruction does the Bible teach us about Baptism?

The teachings about Baptism are very clear that are

recorded in the Bible. The Bible mentions at least six

Baptisms; (1) baptism of Israel (I Cor. 10:2), (2) baptism

of John (MK. 1:4-5), (3) Christ's baptism of suffering

(MK. 10:38-39), (4) baptism in the Holy Spirit (Matt.

3:11, Acts 2:1-4), (5) great commission baptism (Matt.

28:18-20), which is water baptism in the name of Jesus

(Acts 2:38), and (6) baptism in fire (Matt. 3:11-13). But in

Eph. 4:5, the Bible plainly declares that there is only One

baptism. That is, there is now only one valid baptism in

effect today that man can obey, and the others have ceased

or are yet future.

The one baptism of Christianity is immersion, a burial

(Rom. 6:4), in water (Acts 8:35), of the penitent (Acts

2:38), believing (Mk. 16:16), adult (Acts 8:12), for (in

order to) the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). It identifies

with or reenacts the death, burial and resurrection of

Christ (Rom. 6:3-5). It is commanded by Christ (Acts

10:48), and is necessary for entrance into Christ's

spiritual body -- the church (Gal. 3:27, I Cor. 12:12).

Baptism is part of the new birth (John 3:3-5),

prerequisite unto salvation from sins (Acts 22:16, 2:38, I

Pet. 3:21), and prior to one's reception of the gift of the

Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). It is a declaration of one's faith

in God (Col. 2:11-12), and the point of beginning for

one's new life in Christ (Rom. 6-3-6).Notice that new life

comes after baptism, NOT before. It reaches or applies

the blood of Christ (Rom. 6:4), and saves on the virtue or

merits of Christ's blood (I Pet. 3:21). It gives one the

scriptural right to wear the name Christian (Acts 28:26).

Immersion in water after one believes and repents causes a

spiritual cleansing of one's soul by the power of the blood of

Christ, not water, (Acts 22:16), I Pet. 3:21), and is an act of

faith in response to the grace of God which justifies sinners

(Co1.11-13, Tit. 2:5, Mk. 16:16). One who has received this

baptism is saved by grace through faith, and those that have

not received Bible baptism is still lost in their sins. We need

to make sure we have been scripturally baptized. We need to

forget what man has written and said about baptism and

restudy anew what the Bible says about it.

Remember the Sick and shut-in in our Prayers. Hope to see

you at the assemblies. Have a great week serving God!

Dean Webb

A Kingdom

There are several items which are required for a
Kingdom. They are a king, authority, territory, law and
subjects. The kingdom of Christ was established on these
premises and they are currently in place. It would be false to
teach of a future kingdom to come.

The Bible teaches that Jesus is king over his kingdom (1
Corinthians 15:23-26), into which we are translated upon our
conversion (Colossians 1:12-16). Christ is described as King of
kings and Lord of lords (Revelations 17:14; 19:16).

Acts 2:30-37 says “... he would rise up Christ to sit on his
throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ,
that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand [emphasis
DH], until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

The area of Jesus’ territory is without boundaries. The
scriptures say, “All authority hath been given unto me in heaven
and on earth...” (Matthew 28:18-20). The affairs of the earth are
under the Lord’s control (Hebrews 1:1-5; 1 Corinthians 10:26).

A kingdom must have some means for order and regulation.
The law is the Law of Christ (Galatians 6:2) coupled with the
law of the Spirit (Romans 8:1-5) and the perfect law, the law of
liberty (James 1:19-27). These laws are set forth in the word of
God which will ultimately be used in our judgment (John 12:48,
49). The apostle Paul clearly states that we are under the law of
Christ (1 Corinthians 9:21). This New Testament law remains
unaltered and is not dated by time or circumstances of any
society.

Those who are in the kingdom are the subjects of Christ (1
Peter 3:22). Jew and Gentile, male and female, bond or free are
able to be Christ’s servants and demonstrate this relationship by
obedient faith (Romans 1:1-5; 16:26; 1 Corinthians 9:1-27). Each
member is an independent servant and yet dependent on all
others (Ephesians 3:1-13). All become fellow-citizens in the
kingdom (Ephesians 2:19) and are therefore, conjoined to the
foundation by virtue of being a part of the church (Acts 2:47;
Ephesians 2:11-21; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31).

Over the years a series of lessons has been upgraded from film
strips to Videos. This is “The Visualized Bible Study” by Brother
Jule Miller [deceased], Gospel Services Inc. Houston, Texas.
This series has five, 45 minute videos that start with Genesis and
carry the student through the Bible. One video (#3) has a great
lesson, on the kingdom and what it takes for it to exist. If you
would like to have another means of teaching your friends the
“whole counsel” of God this is an excellent series. We have five
sets of videos in the office. You can check them out anytime and
use them as a beneficial way of teaching others or yourself. The
Bible is accurately and clearly taught and young or old will want
to proceed from one section to the next. Because many may want
to use these for teaching their friends we ask that you keep one
only over night and return it the next day so that others will have
an opportunity to show them to their friends.

As we have opportunity this year we will renew old
acquaintances and build new ones. Demonstrate your desire for
this year to be full of spiritual blessings for your friends, family
and new acquaintances. Give your hand as a trusted friend to
someone in need of salvation. Let us enlarge the borders of the
Kingdom.

Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

August 14, 2016
Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth

Garrison
Back foyer: Don & Anne

Herriage

August 21, 2016
Front foyer: Thomas Rathbun

& Doris Selby
Back foyer: Bill & Linda

Matthews

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate tracts.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

*****************
Contribution Counters For

August

Darrell Allen & Scot Allen

****************

Communion Preparation For
August

Robert & Cathy Taylor

*****************

Sermon Titles

August 14, 2016
a.m: “The King’s Birthplace”

Scripture: Micah 5:1-4
p.m: “War And Rumors Of

War”
Scripture: Nehemiah 1:1-8

August 21, 2016
a.m: “From Faith Unto Faith”

Scripture: Zephaniah 1:2-6
p.m: “Divine Wrath ”

Scripture: Haggai 1:1-9

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Dessie Ross, Don and Margaret
Lewis, Frances Tipton, Diedra
Sutton, Ruben Melendez, David
& Faye West, Laquita Baker,
Glen Kelly, Mike Garrison,
Lauren Roses, Nellie Melvin,
Jackye Jewett

Homebound Members:
Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:

There are many who are dealing
with health issues. Please keep
them in your daily prayers.

Hospital:
Glen Kelly is still at Kindred
Hospital Dallas for rehab. He is
in room #124.

Prayer Request:
Garl Latham has asked for
prayers for his sister Karen
Everson. She had a wreck last
Sunday.
Don Newhouse, a friend of Jerry
Baker has ALS disease and has
asked for prayers on his behalf.
Please keep Darrell Allen’s
mother and brother in your
prayers as they are having some
health issues.

Upcoming Procedures:
Dorris Walker will be having a
pacemaker put in on Friday
August 12th at Baylor, Irving.

Nursing Home:
Elsie Nanney – Avante
Frances Tipton –Arlington Rehab
Max Melton – Northgate Plaza

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

SUMMER SERIES
August 10th – Jim Law (Tyler,
Texas) will be our Guest Speaker
at 7:00 p.m. His topic will be
“Inheritance Of The Saints Of
Light” - Colossians 1:9-28

Be sure and invite your friends
and neighbors to hear this
wonderful series of lessons on
Wednesday night.

*****************
39’ers

Our monthly 39’ers get together
will be on Monday night, August
15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex.
This month we will be having
sandwiches and finger foods.
Come enjoy the wonderful food
and fellowship.

*****************
Gentlemen

In Room #104 and the Nursery
are miscellaneous men’s suits,
shirts, slacks, shoes, caps, etc.
free for the taking. Please stop
by and take what you want.

*****************

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

*****************
On Sunday, August 14th Willie
Gley will be our speaker at our
6:00 p.m. service. Please be sure
and invite your friends to come
hear him speak.

*****************
Begin Each Day with a simple
prayer to let God know you’re
glad He’s there.
Praise Him for the things He’s
done as He unveils the morning
sun and thank Him for the day
ahead.



8/15/16 – 39’ers Annex – 6:30 p.m.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Frances Tipton – 8/2
Elsie Nanney – 8/2
Amber Vaughan – 8/5
Marjorie Bennett – 8/8
David Odom – 8/11
Delores Ramsey – 8/18
Tiffany Garrett* – 8/22
Charlotte Nigh – 8/22
Donna Davis – 8/25
Ann Smith – 8/26
Melody Lundquist – 8/31
Sandra Williams – 8/31

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Dorris & Janie Walker – 8/5
Bill & Linda Matthews – 8/22
Dale & Katherine Cox – 8/30
Jerry & Laquita Baker – 8/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 8/14/16 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb

 Purman Cofer . Robert Taylor  Darrell Allen
 Kenny Mayer . Xavier Kaiser  Curtis Vaughan
 John Mayer  Bobby England
 Nathan Allen . Vern Lundquist A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Henry Seidmeyer  Kenny Mayer
 Dorris Walker Micah 5:1-4

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Robert Ruckman
 Scot Allen
 Richard Renfro P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Glen Kelly
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Nehemiah 1:1-8

. Glen Kelly
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 64 65 63 100
A.M. Worship 109 111 101 150
P.M. Worship 84 72 70 80
Wed. Class 67 65 60 85
Contribution $6447 $5551 $5365 $5170
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Carlos Tario – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Dolcey Patino – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Roberto Ortiz – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Brayden Shelley – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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