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Sunday:
Bible Class……9:00 a.m.
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Bible Study…. 7:30 p.m.
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Ladies’ Bible Class(Sept.–Apr.)

Class meets at 10 a.m.
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Don Hatch
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Jerry McKey
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Morality Is From God
Don Hatch

Morality is the manner, character or proper
behavior wherein actions will display between
good (right) and bad (wrong). Moral codes are
systems of ethics and accordingly practiced in
society. Morality is synonymous with “right,
good” and its practice which builds a society.
Immoralities are various practices set against
principles and standards which benefit people.
Amoral is defined as indifference to standards
and the example of the “Golden Rule” (Mat
7:12). The Golden Rule is a maxim and an
ethical code that is essential in society. It
teaches that one should treat another as one
treats himself. The Golden Rule is what one
would wish others to do to them. Such a rule is
reciprocal between others and involves
equality and mutual concern. As a principle in
a society, if its rule is kept, disharmony is
destroyed by mutual accord. Treating others
with consideration and thoughtfulness is an
integral part of elevating a society to its highest
order. It could be called moral reciprocity by
treating others in a genuine agreement. Hence,
such rules teach individuals and nations to treat
others in a manner in which they themselves
would like to be treated.

Most arguments for the existence of God are
stated to give a platform for striving to be like
Him. Belief in God standardizes practical
morality. Happiness and wellbeing are desired
by all people. Morality is the duty of all human
beings. Morality seeks another’s greatest good.
Categorically there must be knowledge of that
which is good. We know it is beyond the finite
abilities of mankind to produce such morality.
Being moral demands the doing of deeds
which build society rather than destroying it.
God established morality and makes it
possible. Immorality is contrary to God and is
subject to defeat. The greater good of all
people is that they find joy, happiness and
harmony which demand duty from all. All
should strive for the greater good. Knowing
what one “ought” to do is possible but without
God uncertainty is the sifting sand which
grants no foundation. Viewing God as existing
presupposes a designed and established
guidance for moral selection by mankind.

God is the undisputed creator of morality
because of His absolute moral purity. An
absolutely perfect moral purity requires

something greater than mankind. There had to be an
infinite mind for the basis of a perfect moral design.
High morality cannot be binding on only a few. Reason
demands that it is necessary to have a reasonable
standard to which all can appeal. Ultimate moral laws
exist independent of the finite mind. The finite mind
cannot conjure up the idea of an absolute moral being
without there being one in the real world. Since the
moral idea existed prior to, superior to, and independent
of all finite minds, there had to be a superior moral
mind from which the ideas were derived.

Human beings’ unconsciousness of moral perfection
does not mean that it cannot exist. Individuals admit
that there is the concept of a law beyond them and
divulge the validity of its prior existence. No finite
mind can grasp the significance of such a law. Finite
minds cannot reach complete agreement nor conform to
its ideals. But it is known that a moral law exists to
which all must eventually appeal. Therefore there must
be a superior mind beyond all finite minds.

Without God no moral agreements could be reached.
No moral guidance would occur and no judgment for
right or wrong would be discussed. No real moral
disagreement could be established were there not a
moral system. Without such a system everyone would
be right from their own perspective and no moral
judgment could be reached. Contradictory views and
opposing views would both be right. Humans
collectively fall short of moral integrity. Moral law
must come from a Moral Lawmaker because it has no
meaning unless it comes from a mind greater than
mankind. Disharmony and disloyalty is meaningless if
it cannot be proven. Truth is meaningless unless minds
can be in agreement with others. Hence, the discovery
of a moral law means that there was Mind or Being
behind all things. There must be a moral, personal mind
behind the Moral Law.

There must be a universal moral law or moral
disagreements make no sense. To say the Nazis were
wrong would be muted by the inability to make moral
judgments. A universal law requires a Universal
Moral Law Giver. The source of all good and perfect
must be absolutely perfect and good since the standard
of good must be completely good. Therefore, there is an
absolutely good and perfect Law Giver.

We obey the moral law not because we are like cattle.
It is not the result of some instinct. It is not a social
invention because of dramatic changes in societies.
Injustice does not prove there is no moral law or
Lawgiver. Injustice proves that there is a standard.
Injustice is only possible if there is an infraction of a
higher moral law. God gave us His moral standards.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Naaman was a leper. He was instructed by Elisha the
prophet to dip seven times in the river Jordan. When
he complied with the specified condition, "his flesh
came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he
was clean" (2 Kings 5:14). Was it not essential for
Naaman to submit to the prophet's instructions in
order to be healed of his leprosy? Did not Naaman's
obedience involve human effort? Was the power to
heal in the water of Jordan? Did Naaman's obedience
of faith repeal God's grace and transform his gift of
healing into human merit?

Initially, Naaman refused to comply with God's
instructions through the prophet. His refusal left him a
leper. Of course he had to obey God. He was not
healed until his faith became visible in action. "Show
me thy faith" (James 2:18). The water of Jordan was
impotent as far as Naaman's leprosy was concerned.
The power to heal was God's alone. In his obedience
of faith, Naaman was not attempting to nullify grace,
he was cooperating with grace. His trust for healing
was not in the Jordan, nor his dipping therein, though
both were necessary. His trust was in God, in His
grace, and in His power to heal. However, it was
Naaman's obedient faith that enabled him to
appropriate the blessings of God's grace and power to
his disease-ridden body.

It is imperative that we discern the distinction between
works of merit and works of faith. Works of merit
have man trusting in himself and his own efforts. Such
an attitude nullifies grace and leads to self-
righteousness. The Pharisee of Luke 18:10-12 is a
classic example. It was this very kind of works that
Paul had in mind when he said, "Now to him that
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of
debt" (Romans 4:4); again, "Not of works, lest any
man should boast" (Ephesians 2:9).

Conversely, works of faith have man trusting in God,
His grace, and the provisions thereof in Christ and the
cross. Though acknowledging the necessity of
submitting to such divinely ordained words, man's
trust is not in himself, nor his performance of works.
God is the sole object of his trust. These are the works
seen in James 2:14-26. Frank Chesser

“What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but
have not works? can that faith save him? If a brother or sister be
naked and in lack of daily food, and one of you say unto them,
Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give them not
the things needful to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith,
if it have not works, is dead in itself. Yea, a man will say, Thou
hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from thy
works, and I by my works will show thee my faith”. (Jas 2:14-
18).

A Name Is Important

The Hebrew proper name consists of noun with meanings

like Barak-lighting; Tola-crimson; Elon-oak; Achsah-anklet;

Deborah-bee; Uzzah-strength; Manoah-rest; Hannah-grace;

Zebul-cleft; Saul- asked for. These names often define what

the parents desired to be the character or ideals displayed in

the child. Great importance was placed on what the child

would be called. Parents named their children based upon

physical and spiritual traits, whether beauty or blemish. Thus,

Hophni-pertained to the first; Japhia-gleaming; Gareb-rough-

skin; Peninnah—coral; Hiddai-joyful; Rimmon-pomegranate;

Tamar-palm tree; Nahash- serpent; Laish-lion. They were also

named after their kin such as Absalom’s daughter Tamar. She

was named for her father’s beautiful sister and Phenehas was

named after a famous relative, Phenehas, from his father’s

ancestor. Ichabod–the glory is not; others were Obed-edom- is

serving; Elishama-God hath heard.

Names were drawn from a wide field. In the home, where

piety was conspicuously manifested, it would be natural to

bestow religious names upon the child. Shemaiah-Yahweh

hath heard, was a public testimony of the parents being guided

by God. With great regard for the covenant with God parents

made God precious to the child and others who heard the

name. Recognizing the appropriateness of a name presented a

general religious character honoring God, especially those

which mentioned God by His names.

Some names were changed such as Daniel- God is my

judge, changed to Belteshazzar- O Bel, protects thou the

hostage of the king. Hananiah was- Yahweh hath been

gracious, changed to Shadrach-commanded by the sun god.

Mishael was - changed to-who is like God; Provider to

Meshach-who is like aku is, changed to Azariah- Jehovah,

has helped, changed to Abednego-servant of Nebo.

The name church of Christ was given by the Lord (Mat

16:`13-18). It was later stressed by the apostle Paul (Rom

16:16). The ownership of the church belongs to Christ, who

was God with us and therefore it was also called the church

of God (1Cor 1:2; Acts 20:28). As Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael

and Azariah had their names changed to mean something

different we see congregations renaming the Lord’s church.

As uncompromising disciples of Christ we must persist in

using Bible names for Bible things. Disciples were first called

Christians at Antioch. If we change the name Christian to

something entirely different it would cast an infamous light on

the name Christ. A name is important. Slight changes can

make a difference. Holding high the integrity of Bible names

is meaningful if we are to have the 1st century Christianity in

the 21st century. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
December 15, 2013

Front foyer: Doris Selby & Carol
Swinney
Back foyer: Thomas Rathbun &
Henry Seidmeyer

December 22, 2013
Front foyer: Robert & Betty
Ruckman
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England

*****************

Sermon Titles
December 15, 2013
a.m: “The Charge”
Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:1-8
p.m: “Oaths And Pledges”
Scripture: Matthew 5:33-37

December 22, 2013
a.m: “Jewish Fables”
Scripture: Titus 1:10-16
p.m: “Avenge Not”
Scripture: Matthew 5:38-42

*****************
Contribution Counters For

December

Glen Kelly & Purman Cofer

****************
Communion Preparation For

December

Bobby & Brenda England

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us.

****************
SINGING CLASS

The Singing Class meets every
Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 to
learn new songs and sing the old
standards.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett,
Frances LaFerney, Jan Smithson,
Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney, Roy &
Helen Thomas, Marietta Houser,
Mary Walker, Denzil & Billie
Myers, Jane Easter, Bill
Matthews, Harold Keller, Tom
Head*

****************
Those In Need Of Prayer

.Charlene Carroll has requested
prayers for her sister-in-law Betty
Carroll, she has breast cancer.
.Mary Curtis had hip replacement in
2006 and it has started causing her a
lot of pain. She is consulting with the
doctors for a solution. Please keep
her in your prayers.
.Jerry Grantham is having a biopsy
this morning. Please keep her in
your prayers.

.There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

.Please keep those who are
stranded on the icy roads in your
prayers so that they may reach
their destinations safely.

***************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be
Tuesday, December 10th, at 10:00
a.m. in the Annex. The lesson will
be on Romans, Chapters 15 &
16. We will do Goodie Bags after
the lesson.

Ladies please bring items for
Goodie Bags by Tuesday
morning.

***************
NEW STUDY

Don Hatch has started a new
series in the Auditorium Class. It

is on the “Sayings of Jesus
Christ” Plan to attend and study
from our Lord’s word.

****************
39’ers

39’ers will meet December 16th,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex. Please
bring finger food and enjoy the
wonderful fellowship.

****************
BEAR MINISTRY

Stitcher’s please complete your
bears by Sunday, December 15th.

****************
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Lotah Franklin has a new phone
number. It is: 214-995-6029

****************
FORT WORTH LECTURES

The Brown Trail Church of Christ
is hosting the 37th Annual Fort
Worth Lectures to take place on
January 12-15, 2014. The topic
is Galatians & Ephesians.
Please mark your calendars to
attend the lectureship.

****************
WHO AM I?

1. My father was Amoz.
2. I was married and had 2

sons.
3. The name of one son

means “a remnant shall
return”.

4. I did my work during the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham,
Ahaz, and Hezekiah.

5. God called me to be a
prophet to Judah and
Jerusalem.

6. My name means
“Salvation of Jehovah”.

7. I wrote an Old Testament
book.

Answer: Isaiah



12/10/13 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

12/16/13 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

Grady Fowler – 12/1
Donna Myer – 12/2
Ann Bruce – 12/5
Virginia Stull – 12/6
Lotah Franklin – 12/6
Becky Henry – 12/10
Brent Howard – 12/10
Crystal Morris – 12/13
Elizabeth Garrison – 12/13
Linda Matthews – 12/17
Virgil LaFerney – 12/17
Kim Mayer – 12/20
Pam Mathews – 12/23
Carol Lee – 12/24
Brenda England – 12/29

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Tony* & Shellie Pearce – 12/18
Bill* & Carolyn Montgomery – 12/22
Scott & Kassie Price – 12/30
David & Judy Odom – 12/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 12/15/13 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
Richard Renfro Ethan Howard  Don Herriage
Brandon Howard Brent Howard  John Mayer
Purman Cofer Curtis Vaughn
Glen Kelly Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Kenny Mayer  Bill Paschall
Mike Batot 2 Timothy 4:1-8

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Jerry Baker

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Henry Seidmeyer
 Nathan Allen
 Clifford Yeldell P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Alex Mayer
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Matthew 5:33-37
 Darrell Allen

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry McKey  Darrell Allen – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 67 22 71 100
A.M. Worship 127 32 127 150
P.M. Worship 52 28 65 80
Wed. Class 50 67 71 85
Contribution $5085 $1841 $5033 $5470
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS

Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS


