
March 2, 2009

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

March 8 , 2009
a.m. “Lamb of God”

Scripture: John 1:18-28

p.m. “Call of Life”
Scripture: Jeremiah 9:1-11

Will God Be Changed By Man’s Morals?
Don Hatch

Scriptures teach that man was created by God from the dust of the earth (Gen 2:7). God
breathed into him the breath of life and he became a living soul (1 Cor 15). Accordingly man is
distinctively a body and soul; one material and the other immaterial; one corporeal the other
spiritual. Hence there are two distinctive parts of mankind. Which part is in control determines
the course man will take. “Wherefore we faint not; but though our outward man is decaying, yet
our inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is for the moment,
worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor 4:16-18). The distinctiveness of
flesh and spirit are seen in “But I say, walk by the spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the
flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit; and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
contrary the one to the other; that ye may not do the things that ye would…”. The works of the
flesh and the fruit of the Spirit are listed in Galatians 5:16-23. It is common for man to seek
self-justification for actions at the expense of others, even God. Man has a capacity to deceive
himself regarding personal actions, the nature of God and God’s revealed will.

Mankind is remarkable because of thought, feelings and volition. These phenomena are
constantly changing for they manifest themselves in identifiable actions. That there is a
“person or self” remains the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. A series of acts,
involvements and life identify the being. The essence or entity of man is the abiding
performances of right and wrong. We know nothing of a man but what he reveals. The
capriciousness of man is a phenomenon irreducible to mere words. It is suggested by atheists
that man is but a beast. They do not see the soul within and therefore reduce man to a
changeable race of animal superiduced to change because of wants which engender new
actions and habits. Hence, if there is “a god”, whom they doubt, he must change with man’s
gradual adaptations of wants and needs. It is a fatal mistake to make the flesh dominate and
discard the inner being. According to Scripture, which has never been proven wrong, the inner
man is in the image of God. The requirements of God are to have the inner man govern the
desires of the flesh. Jesus Christ was tempted to make the flesh more important than the spirit



(Mat 4:1-12). Heaven knows how to put a value on things precious. Jesus came to save the
soul of man. Consistently Scriptures display that godly people longed for a home for the soul
(Heb 11:13-16; 2 Cor 5:1-10; Phil 1:12-30).

When self-deceived individuals make God’s commands into mere sophistry, absent of
reason or irrelevance, these subtle misrepresentations of God’s will escort mankind into tragic
consequences. God is immutable (Heb 6:17). There is no greater doctrine found in the Bible
than an unchanging God (Mal 3:6). Such unchangeableness of God is hard for fickle man to
comprehend. Man inevitably is tossed to and fro by the craftiness and slight of men (Eph 4:14).
Men’s hearts are deceitful and exceedingly corrupt (Jer 17:9). Mocking God is seen in actions
and thoughts. God makes it abundantly clear there is no variation in Him (Jas 1:17). God is not
man that He should lie (Num 23:19). God speaks only in harmony with His immutable nature.
Hence, His decrees are immutable. His will is unchangeable. Heaven and earth will pass away
but God’s word will not (Mat 24:35). His words reflect His nature. God’s nature is holiness. God
requires holiness from man (1 Pet 1:15-16). It is only by observing that God is unchangeable
that man can learn to be holy. Those who put hope in God purify themselves (1 Jn 3:3). God
demands purity and holiness of His people if they are to mirror His divine nature (2 Pet 1:3-11).

God is the standard and His word the will for man. It would be gravely wrong to teach that
God changes. One change in Him would reflect on all things physical and spiritual. God acts in
harmony with His divine immutability. God cannot change His will regardless of anything or
anybody. Nothing in heaven or earth will cause one jot or tittle to vanish from the law (Matt
5:17-20). If the smallest diacritical mark in the Hebrew alphabet was important, so is the entire
body of God’s scriptures. It would be easier for one to empty the oceans, make one hair black
or white, flatten all the mountains, call a star to change its orbit or quench the sun than to
reverse the moral declaration of God. The universality of God is indisputable.

It is true that the Gospel and obedience is under attack by those who claim that surely there
are mitigating circumstances for “some who are sincere while wrong, live good lives but do not
have faith”. Therefore will God change to save them without faith or obedience? There is no
passage in the Bible which announces such a shift in God’s moral inclinations. After all has
been said, all problems stated, all excuses offered and criticism of God announced because
He will not change it still remains that we would not want Him to be unpredictable or
capricious. Accepting God’s immutability should make mankind think that one day we will all
stand before this God. He will not change because man’s morals change. He will judge
righteously. It is man who must change. Not God!

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
There was an article written by David Chadwell from the West-Ark church of Christ in Fort
Smith, Arkansas. It was entitled “I Want…” May we evaluate our lives and see what we may
be missing out by not attending Bible Class.

“I want to draw closer to God than I have ever been. I want Jesus to exercise greater influence
in my life. I want God's Spirit to live in my mind and heart. I want to have more friends and
better relationships. I want to increase the joy and happiness in my salvation.



Wonderful! All of that can begin with one simple step. It can begin to happen in just one hour a
week. By scheduling an hour a week, you can begin improving your relationship with God,
Christ, and God's Spirit and you can make friends and build relationships. The result will be
increased joy and happiness in your salvation.

Great! That's an incredible opportunity! What do I do?" Attend a Sunday morning Bible class. A
variety of study opportunities are offered. Numerous needs will be addressed in the classes.

Our spiritual needs are not identical. Our spiritual concerns are not identical. Our life crises are
not identical. We seek to offer quality Bible classes that target our diverse adult needs. Each
class will pursue a better understanding of God's message in His Word.

Do you want to be closer to God? Increase Jesus' influence in your life? Give God's Spirit a
greater place in your mind and heart? Develop more friendships? Build quality relationships?
Increase joy and happiness in your salvation? Be a part of a class! SEE YOU IN BIBLE
CLASS!”

~ Jerry McKey

Evaluating Learning
Christian teaching is most effective in the lives of those who are students of the word. Personal
experience in God’s word creates clear ideals and right attitudes concerning God, Christ, the
Holy Spirit, sin, salvation and Christian worship. Good acquaintance with the content of the
Bible, not merely factual knowledge, but how to use it as a light and guide for practical daily
living is invaluable. Understanding the implications of living the Christian life, including
distinguishing between right and wrong in the sight of God, Christian principles, worldly greed
and Christian love will establish the course a life will follow. Christian association, kindness,
joy, peace and skill in rightly dividing the Word is facilitated in a weekly Bible class. A little time
in Bible class changes an ordinary life into an extraordinary one.

~ Don Hatch

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2009
Whom Shall I Fear?

“Jehovah is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? Jehovah is the strength of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid? When evil-doers came upon me to eat up my flesh, Even mine
adversaries and my foes, they stumbled and fell. Though a host should encamp against me,
My heart shall not fear: Though war should rise against me, Even then will I be confident. One
thing have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after; That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah
all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of Jehovah, And to inquire in his temple” (Psm
27:1-5)

Everyone has his share of oppositions, adversities and difficulties. King Saul relentlessly
sought to destroy David. Saul’s daughter mocked him. Israel would not receive him as their
king. His sons rebelled and mocked him. David had more than his share of opposition. His



father and older brothers thought little of him. Even within his mighty men there were those
who oftentimes schemed against him. David demonstrated how a man can trust God in all the
circumstances of life.

David sang of the strength he received from the merciful hand of God. All relationships in his
life were predicated upon serving God. In the tribulations which beset him he found reasons to
flee to God expressing his concern and seeking strength. Nothing was more meaningful in
David’s life than to have his fears relieved. His salvation was based upon dwelling near to God
and beholding His beauty. God was the light unto his path and a lamp unto his way. The Lord
could see beyond the dread and bring rejoicing into David’s heart. He believed that God could
raise him from all circumstances to walk in the glory of his God. Even when enemies surprised
him David knew that they would be vanquished according to God’s will. “Rejoice not against
me, O mine enemies: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light
unto me…” (Mic 7:8; 1 Jn 1:5-7).

David knew that the Lord was his salvation. Jehovah had delivered Israel from the hands of
her enemies many times. Deliverance from physical danger was supplemented by deliverance
from sin. The penalty for sin had to be removed. The God of glory could deliver His people by
purging sin away for His name’s sake (Psm 79:9). David manifested how to trust in a gracious
God.

The Lord is our strength for life. He is our defense, a place of refuge in times of trouble. We
can trust in Him as a tower of salvation (Psm 18:2). Even in the face of overwhelming
opposition we have no need for fear. Focusing our lives on Him as the source of deliverance
we can say “who can be against us” (Rom 8:31-39). “Wait upon the Lord, be of good courage,
be strengthened in your heart, wait upon the Lord He is an ever-present help in times of need”
(Psm 27:14).

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 8, 2009

Front foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Sunday, March 15, 2009

Front foyer: Henry & Frances Seidmeyer

Back foyer: Stan & Doris Selby



Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on Tuesday, March 10th at 9:30 a.m. a.m.

TEEN WORK DAY
Anyone who needs help with work around your home, please notify Darrell Allen, John Mayer,
or Ty Harvey as the Teens are planning a work day for Saturday, April 4th.

TEEN INFORMATION
We are planning for the Summer Youth Series. Encourage your children to plan on attending
each session. We will give you dates, places and times as they are available.

Summer Youth Camp at Lake Cisco always invites our youth to attend. Jr. Camp is set for
July 5-9; Sr. Camp is for July 19-24. Plan now to go.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School set for June 15-17; this year’s theme will be
about Worship.

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL QUARTER
A new Bible School quarter will begin Sunday, March 8th and Wednesday, March 11th.
Teachers, please let us know if you are in need of supplies.

TIME CHANGE
Don’t forget to “spring forward” your clocks as the new time begins Sunday, March 8th!

WITH SYMPATHY
Olean Gleghorn (Marinell & Vera’s sister-in-law) passed away yesterday in Oklahoma.
Services are pending at the time of this writing.



Nell Rogers (Carol Swinney’s sister) passed away Saturday evening in Pennsylvania. These
services are also pending at this time.

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Gwen Bingham was able to be in worship yesterday.

∙Grady Fowler was released from the hospital today.

∙Billie Gilliam is undergoing more tests for her back trouble

∙Judy Hancock met with a surgeon about an enlarged hernia; the biopsy of a mass that was
found turns out to be NON cancerous.

∙Everett Newton was released from the hospital today.

∙Mary Lou Tibbetts underwent successful day surgery today at Las Colinas Surgery Center.

∙Zachery McKeller (Juanita Melton’s great-grandson) underwent successful surgery.

∙Gina Pearson (the Baker’s daughter) was released from the hospital.

Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Fauna Garrett, Garldean Latham, Tom Prince, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s
friend), Nancy Bauer (Scott Watson’ mother), Glen Elmore (elderly father of a friend of Garl
Latham), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Percy Henry (Hank’s brother), Mildred Pennington
(the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), Crystal Vaughan (Mary Curtis’ daughter), Scott Watson (Jeanene
Heilman’s friend), Linda Woodruff (the Webb’s neighbor), Natasha & Ilya Yakimenko
(missionaries in Russia), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· March 8: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· March 8: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· March 10: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex
· April 4: Teen work day
· April 25: Ladies’ ½ Day
· July 5-9: Jr. Youth Camp
· July 19-24: Sr. Youth Camp

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Melissa Allen

Sunday evening:
· Debra Alonzo

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Jerry McKey
Purman Cofer JC Ross Harold Head
Jerry Baker Robert Taylor Jeremy Hardegree
Dorris Walker Max Melton



Marvin Brown Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Garrison Bobby Bowen Brandon Thomason
Bill Matthews Jeremy Hardegree John 1:19-28
Ty Harvey Virgil LaFerney
John Mayer Derroll Allen A.M. SONG LEADER

Darrell Allen
SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Denzil Myers
Marvin Brown

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Thomas Rathbun
Jeremiah 9:1-11

P.M. SONG LEADER
Ty Harvey (last song: Jerry McKey)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Stan Selby
Bill Paschall

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 98 81 93 125
A.M. Worship 156 146 155 210
P.M. Worship 90 92 90 112
Wed. Class 94 83 84 110
Ladies Bible Class 22 23 29 35
Contribution $4337 $6717 $5719 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


