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Christ The Great Shepherd-John 10
Don Hatch

Christ is the Shepherd of the church. He
offered Himself willingly, to save it (Acts
20:28; Rom 5:1-11). Jesus parable responds to
the false teachers of His day (Jn 10). Those
who claim to teach mankind God’s ways must
use God’s teachings (2 Tim 4:1-10; 1 Tim 4:6-
16). Shepherds are feeders of flocks (Gen 4:4;
30:40; 1 Sam 16:19; 17:15). There must be a
personal interest in the flock. When attended
by hirelings there is often abuse and neglect (1
Sam 17:20; Isa 56:10, 11; Ezek 34:8, 19). The
Shepherd’s chief care is to see that the flock
has abundance of things needed (Psm 23).
Sheep are helpless when confronted by storms,
wolves, droughts and lack of forage (Num
27:16, 17). They are often lost without a sense
of direction to find their way home. The flock
must be watered at least once a day. The
shepherd is on the lookout constantly for his
flock. The voice of a shepherd is known by his
flock. After watering the sheep they will follow
him when he calls them to move to a new
place. Even when two shepherds call their
flocks at the same time and the sheep are
intermingled they never mistake their own
master’s voice (Jn 10:3-5). A sling and staff
are the shepherd’s chief weapons (1 Sam 17).
To pass the time and comfort the flock
shepherds often play an instrument or sing.
Many of the Psalms were written by David
who had been a shepherd. On occasions the
shepherd will have a dog (Isa 31:4; Jer 5:6;
Amos 3:12). An illustration of a nation being
lost is “sheep without a shepherd” (Num 27:17;
1 Kg 22:15-18; Mat 9:36; Mk 6:34).

Shepherds are given a special responsibility
in the New Testament. They are to oversee the
house of God and feed it (Act 20; 17-35; 1Pet
5:1-11). They follow the examples of the Old
Testament (Psm 23; Ecc12:11; Isa 40:4; 63:14;
Jer 31:10; Eph 4:11; Jn 21:15-17). A pastor is
one of several elders, overseers,
superintendents, bishops or eldership. These
men are always plural in number. A pastor is
never a single (one) person and never a man
and wife. The eldership is comprised of several
men. When men become elders, they are
transposed into the most responsible role in the
church. Feeding the flock is an awesome task.
They take on the task of guarding and feeding
a local congregation of the church of Christ.

Jesus is the good shepherd and feeds the flock (Jn
10:14; 1 Pet 5:4; Heb 13:20; Jn 10:16). His gentleness
is the bedrock of His care and concern. The New
Testament draws the picture of Jesus as one who is full
of sympathy and concern. Christ, as a Shepherd, guards
us with wisdom and love.

In the parable of John 10 Jesus betokens the deep and
sincere importance of caring for the church (Jer 23:1-
14; Ezek 34). The contrast between a true and false
shepherd anticipates that a faithful shepherd will be at
his station at all times. Thieves, robbers and criminals
are always a threat. The aim of banding the sheep
together is a unity of the flock. These sheep are
exemplified as spiritual lambs for which the shepherd is
willing to sacrifice to secure the welfare of them and
with contemplation and dedication, consolidates them
into a unity (Eph 4:1-16). As sheep of the true flock of
the Lord there is the responsibility to follow His voice
(Jn 10). All of mankind are like sheep that have gone
astray, needing to return to the Shepherd of their soul.
The joy and thanksgiving of one who has gone astray
and then returns is profound. One of the most beautiful
illustrations of Jesus seeking the lost is in the parable of
the ninety and nine safe lambs and the shepherd seeking
the lost one (Mat 18:7-14). The aim of redemption is
sealed with grace, compassion and mercy as the Lord
was willing to design a “scheme of redemption” to
draw “gentiles” into the fold of the Lord (Gal 3:27;
Acts 15). The grounds of unity are for mankind to
become a flock in an association with people of like
precious faith and practices. Christ’s divine nature is
priceless and His spiritual authority over the church is
beyond description. At the center of the church is unity.
The unity which Jesus desires is not of form only but of
spirit too (Jn 4:23).

Universality of Christianity is the existence of those
who distinctively follow Jesus’ word. Christianity is not
casually serving Him with lip service. There must be a
consecration of life. The harmony of believers is in
their obedience to the Lord. A lack of devotion to the
Lord is sure to undercut unity. Watchfulness is the
word which should be on the heart of all. The
perfection of unity is in the determination of glorifying
and serving the Lord.

Jesus offered Himself as our Chief Shepherd. His
example is profound and stately. The self-denial, in
order to secure the safety of the flock, is unimaginable
and wonderful. Offering mankind an abundant life is a
divine gift wherein is found all the spiritual blessings
needed. Life now and to come is a destiny not a fate.
Conducting our lives in a holy manner places us in a
position to rejoice now and in eternity. Eternal life is
because of being in His flock.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
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children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

“And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will
be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned”
(Mk 16:15-16).

Sunday was a great day for Belt Line and for two young
ladies who gave their lives to Jesus. Kayla Allen confessed
Jesus as the Son of God and was baptized for the remission of
sins in the morning service. Belt Line’s bible classes have
made a big impact on Kayla’s spiritual education as well as
her family’s dedication and love for God. Sonia Morante
confessed Jesus and was baptized after the evening service.
Our love and prayers go to both these new Christians to be
faithful and obedient to God’s word in every way. They will
need encouragement and teaching to help them become great
examples for the Lord Jesus Christ. We pray that God will
protect and keep them in the palm of His hand.

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age
Amen (Mat 28:18-20).

I was very impressed with our young people who came
down to the front to congratulate Kayla this morning after her
baptism. As we continue to teach and preach the truth, God
will bless us with more baptisms of those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness for years to come.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled” (Mat 5:6).

Pray that we may help fill them with righteousness. Have a
great week in the Lord. Richard Renfro

“But we beseech you, brethren, to know them that labor
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;
and to esteem them exceeding highly in love for their work's
sake. Be at peace among yourselves. And we exhort you,
brethren, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted,
support the weak, be longsuffering toward all. See that none
render unto any one evil for evil; but always follow after that
which is good, one toward another, and toward all. Rejoice
always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks: for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus to you-ward. Quench not
the Spirit; despise not prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast
that which is good; abstain from every form of evil. And the
God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit
and soul and body be preserved entire, without blame at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth
you, who will also do it. Brethren, pray for us. Salute all the
brethren with a holy kiss. I adjure you by the Lord that this
epistle be read unto all the brethren. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you” (1 Thes 5:12-23).

Aroma

“Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children; and
walk in love, even as Christ also loved you, and gave himself
up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for an odor of a
sweet smell” (Eph 5:1, 2).

“But thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in triumph in
Christ, and maketh manifest through us the savor of his
knowledge in every place. For we are a sweet savor of Christ
unto God, in them that are saved, and in them that perish; to
the one a savor from death unto death; to the other a savor
from life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? For
we are not as the many, corrupting the word of God: but as of
sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in
Christ” (2 Cor 2:14-17).

Frankincense is called olibanum and is an aromatic resin
obtained from trees, particularly the boswellia. It is used as
incense and perfumes. This resin is available in several
locations around the world. The grade of the smell depends
upon the time it is harvested. By slashing the bark of the tree a
resin bleeds out and is hardened into what is called “tears”.
There are slight variations in the “odor” due to soil, climate
and rain fall. These trees grow in the most forbidding places.
They can be found in the crags of the mountains and almost
solid rock. They attach themselves and grow in a bulbous
disk-like trunk. The tree is known to weather the most violent
storms. The more difficult areas produce the more fragrant
aroma. Tapping can be done several times a year with the
final tap bringing forth the highest aroma.

Frankincense is consecrated incense described in the Bible.
It was as special item used on the altar (Ex 30:34). It comes in
different colors, purity, aroma, age and shapes. The silver
color is the highest grade. Hot dry climates are generally
where the best frankincense is found. The incense of the Bible
is rich in value and used for sacrifice (Ex 30:1-7). Incense
upon the altar before the Holy of Holies was a daily
requirement (Lk 1:5-25; Ex 30:7-38). Without incense it was
impossible to meet God before the Mercy Seat. Each morning
and evening great care was taken to offer this “sweet smell”
before Jehovah. It could not be used for any other purpose.

Christ gave Himself as a “sweet smell” and in like manner
the Christian is to offer his life as a similar sacrifice unto God.
This free-will sacrifice signifies a life of love and devotion.
The Philippians’ gifts were called “sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well-pleasing to God” (Phil 4:18). Each Christian
offers themselves to God as a sacrifice (Rom 12:1-5).

As God directs Christian through triumphs in Christ there is
manifested an aroma [sweet savor]. Christian victories only
come from sacrifices. To unbelievers Christian sacrifice is a
savor of death. Christian living is a sufficient sacrifice,
acceptable to God. Those who corrupt the word of God offer
a vile odor, an unbidden sacrifice (Gal 1:6-10). The life of a
Christian is willingly and lovingly offered to God. None can
approach God without this sweet savor [aroma]. The
portraiture Paul presents is a Christians who is victorious,
“more than conquers in Christ” (Rom 8:31-39). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
April 8, 2012
Front foyer: Robert & Cathy
Taylor
Back foyer: J.C. & Dessie Ross

April 15, 2012
Front foyer: Max Melton & Ilene
Ashworth
Back foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews

*****************

Sermon Titles
April 8, 2012
a.m: “Are These Things So”
Scripture: Acts 7:1-8
p.m: “Mighty Men Of David”
Scripture: 1 Chron. 11:10-14
April 15, 2012
a.m: “Thought Of Thy Heart”
Scripture: Acts 8:14-24
p.m: “Glorify God”
Scripture: 1 Chron. 16:8-15

*****************
Contribution Counters

John Mayer & Bobby England

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam,

Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Hank Henry, Elsie
Nanney, Ralene Ruyle, Ira Wolfe,
Laquita Baker, Roy & Helen
Thomas, Kuin Tattersall

NEWS OF THE SICK

.Frances Tipton’s friend Terry
Bumgarner is in V.A. Hospital
with emphysema. Please keep this
family in your prayers.
.Marion & Jerry Grantham’s
daughter-in-law Debbie, both of
her parents have cancer and are
not doing well. Please keep this
family in your prayers.
.Jeanene Heilman has been ill
this week.
.Ted Lingren, a missionary we
support, is in a Bangkok, Thailand
hospital with leg problems.
Please keep him in your prayers.
.Curtis Ramey, minister of the
Lakewood Village Church of
Christ in Fort Worth needs our
prayers. He is in serious condition
with a blood clot after surgery. At
the present time he is in the
Assisted Living Area at Lakewood
Village. Also remember his wife
Edwina.
.Joann Hatch is not feeling well.
Please keep her in your prayers.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be taught
by Beverly McKey on April 10th,
lesson will be “Redemption
Appropriated”.

*****************
LADIES ½ DAY

Ladies, our ½ Day is nearing on
April 28th. Please be inviting your
friends and family. This is our
11th annual Ladies ½ Day.

*****************
NEW ADDRESS

Marvin and Linda Brown’s new
address is: 5209 Tinewood Drive,
McKinney, Texas 75071
Phone Number: 972-691-8732

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The Theme this year for VBS will
be “Creation” – June 18-20, 2012.

*****************
TEEN WORK DAY

The teens will have a work day on
April 21st. Please get with Darrell
Allen or John Mayer if there is a
chore the teens can help you with.

*****************
BEAR PROGRAM

Stitcher’s please pick up your
bears and return them completed
by Sunday, April 15th.

*****************
THANK YOU

To the members of Beltline,
We want to thank everyone for
your prayers and support these
past two weeks, especially your
prayers. My activities will
continue to be resting for the next
month. Everything considered,
my recovery is on schedule and I
feel better every day.

Bill Matthews

*****************
RESPONSES

.Kayla Allen was baptized
Sunday morning. She is the
daughter of Darrell and Melissa
Allen. We are so proud of Kayla.

.Sonia Morante was baptized
after services Sunday evening.
Her address is: 2308 Chandelle
Drive, Irving, Texas 75060
Phone Number: 469-867-1535

*****************
THANK YOU

A very special Thank You to
Mary Scott for bringing beautiful
roses from her garden to brighten
up our church office.



Ladies Class– April 10th 9:30 a.m.

UPCOMING APRIL BIRTHDAY’S
Henry Seidmeyer – 4/16
Nelda Bell Newton – 4/17
Tom Head – 4/18
Roy Thomas – 4/19
Jeanene Heilman – 4/19
Nola Wolfe – 4/20
Thomas Rathbun – 4/21
Mary Walker – 4/22
Don Hatch – 4/25
Hank Henry – 4/25
Ira Wolfe – 4/26
Faye West – 4/30

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 4/8/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
Don Herriage Bobby England  Leo Townsend
Nathan Allen Brent Howard  Henry Seidmeyer
Mike Batot Roy Martin
James Gilliam Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Brandon Howard  Clifford Yeldell
Denzil Myers Acts 7:1-8

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Don Herriage

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Denzil Myers
Glen Kelly
Thomas Rathbun P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Mike Batot
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS I Chron. 11:10-14
Darrell Allen
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 73 71 77 100
A.M. Worship 142 131 143 150
P.M. Worship 61 62 69 80
Wed. Class 82 76 79 85
Ladies Bible Class 10 18 19 25
Contribution $3982 $6392 $5267 $5470

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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