
October 19, 2009

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

October 25, 2009

a.m. “Following Jesus: What it Really Means”

Scripture: Luke 9:23

p.m. “Following Jesus in the Home”

Scripture: Psalm 127:1

Sin The Detective Will Find You Out
Don Hatch

When the children of Israel arrived in the area North of Moab at the Jordan River they found
a large tract of land that could be used as a pasture. It was desired by the tribes of Gad,
Reuben and one of the sons of Joseph, Manasseh (Num 32). They asked if they could settle
on the East-side of the Jordan. This was a spectacular request because the nation of Israel
was told to cross the Jordan and inhabit the land of the Canaanites. All of the tribes were
required to join into this conquest of the land. If permission was given to settle outside the
territory allocated for the nation there would be grave complications. Moses warned the
Reubenites, Gadites and Manasseh that if they did not assist their brethren in gaining the
territory “their sin would find them out” (Num 32:23). The underlying problem would be sins of
omission [failing to do what is required]. Their response was that they only wanted to settle
their families, build fortified cities for their protection and join the other tribes in the conquest.
Moses was content with the answer warning them not to abandon their brethren in the tasks
that lay before them.

Numbers 32 is one of the passages in the inspired writing which demonstrates a particular
occasion that has a general truth which goes far beyond the circumstances. The active
involvement of these three families was of major importance. The unity God desired was built
upon everyone being actively involved. This eternal principle identifies that the family of God
must be concerned with unity. Unity is not in diversity. Unity is found in the common good
being sought by the whole. Unity never deserts God’s principles. The truth of this text is that
sin will not be done with an individual when they are done with it. A short time of involvement in
sin always has a lasting consequence. Whether the sin is momentary, habitual or willful,
sooner or later sins will be found out. Time and involvement in sin, no matter how hastily
retreated from and skillfully covered with engagements in good and honorable deeds, will still
dog at the heels until removed (Rom 6:23). It is not strange that such texts which warn of a
punishment are the most unpleasant in the Bible. Mankind often does not shrink when warned



of a hell of fire. It seems they are more afraid of being punished in this life for a few years than
in the life to come forever.

Every sin brings a punishment. This is a matter of divine law (Rom 3:23; 2 Cor 5:10). There
has never been deviation from this law. Satan sought to circumvent it by misrepresenting the
words of God (Gen 3:1-8). He caused Eve to doubt God. He did not understand the inflexible
law that he who sins will be found out. The text is not saying when sins will be detected, but
that they will find you out. If not in this life, ultimately all will be made manifest. It is only a
question of time, nothing else. As indicated in our text all are concerned that sooner or later sin
as a detective finds a place to expose the past. There is something about these words from
which we cannot get away. Even in the most sophisticated societies, with complicated police
machinery, authorities cannot detect many crimes and they go unknown. There are a large
amount of things going on in the community which the eye of man fails to see. Nemesis is a
personification of the moral reverence for law; it demonstrates the fear of committing a
culpable act, or being that person who is an inevitable cause of someone's downfall or defeat.
Sin is a nemesis that pursues and only the stricken conscience seeks a means of removal.

The Gospel defines a law of grace and the cleansing of sin. Interposed between sin and
punishment is the blood of Jesus. The past is not, in any effective sense, irrevocable. The
conclusion must be drawn that if our sins are to find us out would it not be better to seek a
removal of them by some agency greater than sin? Repentance of sin is never easy and when
put off, everyday it becomes more difficult. Obedience to the Gospel is an imperative (1 Thes
1:5-9). Hearing the Gospel, believing its message, repenting and confessing Jesus as the Son
of God, being baptized for the remission of sin is the way grief stricken consciences respond.
Christ accomplished in His death a way for mankind to be forgiven of sins. The work of Christ
secures a pardon. It does not reverse the consequences. (Eph 2:1-11). Individuals may yet
endure the consequences of their sin but Christ defines a way to cleanse the conscience (1
Pet 3:15-22). Habitual and willful sins must not be practiced any longer (Heb 6:1-6; 10:26-31).

Israel demonstrated the need for brethren to love the brotherhood, seeking to honor the
good and faithful brethren by insuring them that they were not alone and others would pray
with supplications, at all seasons watching and desiring the perseverance of the brethren (Eph
6:10-20; 1 Pet 2:17). God provided the church for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of
ministry, until all attain unity of the faith, being full-grown and coming to the fullness of Christ.
Unity helps us to no longer be children tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, slight man, in craftiness, in the wiles of error; but that the church speak the truth in
love growing up in all things in Him who is the head, even Christ. The church is fitly framed and
knitted together according to the working in due measure of each of the parts, making increase
and building herself up in love. Brethren around the world are like the Reubenites, Gadites and
Manasseh, pledging themselves to the great battle before the church (Eph 6:10-20).

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
This Sunday we begin our Gospel meeting with Brother Bill Burk. He will teach our Bible class
(9am) in the auditorium, and then preach Sunday morning (10am) and evening (6pm). Bill will
preach Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights at 7:30pm. Please support our meeting with
guests and friends.



“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. For I
know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not
cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.” Acts 20:28-31

We ask for your prayers as this eldership prepares to start our budget meetings for 2010. We
thank you for your financial support this difficult year. We all have been challenged
economically in this financial downturn, some more than others. But you have stood fast in
keeping your commitments to the Lord. We will try to maintain our faithful and dedicated
missionaries this coming year with your help and with God’s help.

One of our past student preachers, Jody Durham sent this:

The church of the Lord needs shepherds who . . .

…are men of PRAYER, who will humbly approach the throne of God for wisdom and guidance
in feeding His flock.

…are men of INTEGRITY, who are not easily tempted by the allurements of the world.

…are men of KNOWLEDGE, who dedicate themselves to the frequent, fervent, diligent study
of the Word.

…are men of EXPERIENCE, who have endured trials and temptations successfully.

…are men of CONVICTION, who will take a firm stand on the truths of God’s Word.

…are men of VIGILANCE, ever on the lookout for danger, and things that would harm the
sheep.

…are men of LOVE, who will devote themselves fully to nurturing the sheep.

…are men of COMPASSION, who will diligently search for the sheep who have strayed, gently
returning them to the fold.

…are men of ZEAL, who will spur the local church into actively seeking and saving the lost.

…are men of STOUT HEART, who will courageously defend the flock from wolves within and
without.

With God’s help and your prayers, this eldership will continue to exhibit these characteristics.

~ Richard Renfro



VICTORY OVER SELF
Bob Wear

“It is generally agreed that man has wonderful capacities for good and also alarming capacities
for evil. Much that is done for us and to us, before we are able to do for ourselves, determines
which one of these two general patterns of behavior we will follow. As we mature and become
more and more responsible, we must assume responsibility for our conduct”.

“Early in the process of living, we learn a certain amount of self-control; however, if we wish to
reach the highest level of effectiveness we must go beyond what we ordinarily think of as self-
control. We must work toward conquering self (Mat 16:24). This is the real victory.”

“For example: It is not uncommon for us to feel the pangs of envy, but having learned self-
control, we may be able to keep this feeling from being expressed in our speech and conduct.
Nevertheless, the feeling is detrimental to our general welfare. It is better that we conquer self
to the extent that we do not become envious. This is the victory over self that is possible
through Christ and Christian living.”

“Reputable sources of information pertaining to human conduct reveal that we can be
reasonably successful in conquering self through the process of continuous self-improvement.
This can be done by wise submission to Christian ideals and principles of thought and action.
Such a victory over self is the victory of Christian faith (1 Jn 5:4).

“Continued efforts toward complete victory over self will produce a richer life for us”.

(Christian Woman 1963)

Our Most Precious Possession
By Nita Nelson

“Love is the fulfillment of every dream come true. It guides us through anxious moments and
brings us back from the depths of despair. Love shared gives every day a special meaning.
Love sacrifices and is kind. Love shares equally both joys and sorrows. Love carries burdens
for others. It frames every tender moment in our lives. Love unites us to others in a common
bond.”

“Without love, the world would be black and void and life would not be worth living. It is our
most precious possession. Let us use it lavishly and give some to everyone we meet, for it is
contagious and it will multiply a thousand fold”.

(Christian Woman 1963)

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: and whosoever loveth him
that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. Hereby we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and do his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is begotten of
God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.



And who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?”
(1 Jn 5:1-5).

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, October 25, 2009

Front foyer: Robert Taylor; Max Melton

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Sunday, November 1, 2009

Front foyer: Nancy Pond; Roberta Price

Back foyer: Jamie & Megan Little

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

CONGRATULATONS
Bill & Linda Matthews welcomed their new granddaughter, Caris Grace Matthews, into the
world last week; length 19 1/2 inches, weight 7 lbs 6 oz.

THANK YOU
Thank you for your prayers & cards. I’m planning on coming soon for I am better. Love to
everyone & the Lord bless each of you, Marietta Houser.

LADIES



Ladies’ class will meet on Tuesday, October 27th at 9:30 a.m. with a lesson by Beverly McKey
on “Staying in the Circle: Obedience”.

You will be happy to hear that Sarah Fallis has agreed to speak at our 9th ½ Day for April,
2010. Our theme will be “Women Hold the Key”.

GOSPEL MEETING
Be sure to pick up some advertisement cards located in both foyers regarding our upcoming
Gospel Meeting to share with your friends; we are excited to have Bill Burke as our speaker
on “What it Means to Follow Jesus”. We will also have a finger food fellowship after evening
worship on Sunday, October 25th, so plan on bringing sandwiches, chips, dips, drinks or
desserts that evening.

Also, the Teen Bible class on Sunday a.m. (10/25) will meet with the Adult class in the main
auditorium. All Bible classes will meet in the main auditorium for the Wednesday evening
(10/28) Gospel Meeting class.

WITH SYMPATHY
Elsie Dunlevy (AC Prude’s sister) passed away yesterday afternoon (10/18) in Waxahachie;
services are pending at the time of this writing.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Ilene Ashworth is experiencing a hearing problem.

∙Mary Curtis is in Baylor/Irving, room #420 with pneumonia.

∙Grady Fowler underwent another procedure last Friday & is home doing better.

∙Fauna Garrett is in Baylor/Irving, room #472 with possible pneumonia & following a possible
stroke.

∙Max Melton will have shoulder surgery on October 21st at 8:30 a.m. at the Baylor Sports
Center.

∙Kati Mimms will undergo tests for severe headaches.

∙Elsie Nanney spent some time in the hospital, but is now at Ashford Hall, room #208. Phone:
972-786-7257.

∙Tom Prince is in Baylor/Grapevine, room #316 with pneumonia.

∙Ann Ryon is struggling with health issues.

∙Marinell Zaun has been ill at home.

∙Peggy Arnold (Margaret Lewis’ sister) has lost sight out of one eye.

∙Raymond Forbes (Debra Alonzo’s father) is in a Dennison hospital.

∙Christine Matthews (Bill & Linda’s daughter-in-law) remains in a Lewisville hospital following
childbirth.

∙Lily Rose (the Mohsen’s granddaughter) has a heart problem that is being monitored closely.

∙Zelma McGee (member of S. Mac) is now at Ashford Hall, room #216.



Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham,
Everett Newton, Frances Seidmeyer, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend),
Charlie & Mary DiPalma (missionaries), Louise Gierling (former member Tom Gierling’s
mother), Dalton Gordon (Elizabrth Garrison’s great nephew), Judy Morris (Carolyn
Montgomery’s niece), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· October 25: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· October 25: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· October 25-28: Gospel Meeting
· October 27: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
 Mike Batot  JC Ross  Bill Matthews
 Thomas Rathbun  Robert Taylor  Dean Webb
 Brandon Howard  Max Melton
 James Gilliam  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Rob Farmer  Derrol Allen  Marvin Brown
 Denzil Myers  Roy Martin Luke 9:23
 Stan Selby  Bobby Bowen
 Glen Kelly  Virgil LaFerney

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Garl Latham

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Ty Harvey
 Garl Latham

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Richard Renfro

Psalm 127:1

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
Jerry Baker (last song: Denzil Myers)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Robert Ruckman
 Bill Paschall

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Bill Paschall



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 85 80 93 125
A.M. Worship 140 151 156 210
P.M. Worship 78 76 85 112
Wed. Class 81 83 82 110
Ladies Bible Class 25 20 22 35
Contribution $4665 $4889 $5358 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


