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Schedule of Services
Sunday:
Bible Class……9:00 a.m.
AM Worship…10:00 a.m.
PM Worship…. 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday:
Bible Study…. 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday:
Ladies’ Bible Class(Sept.–Apr.)

Class meets at 10 a.m.

Evangelist
Don Hatch

Email:

don-hatch@sbcglobal.net

ELDERS
Jerry McKey

Richard Renfro
Dean Webb

DEACONS
Darrell Allen
Glen Kelly
John Mayer
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Janice Daniel & Jerry Grantham
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Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Parables Of The Lord
Don Hatch

Parable is an anglicized word from the Greek
parabole. Its root means to “throw along side
of another”. The ultimate purpose is “making a
comparison”. Parables are fitting tools for
teaching. Parables lay two or more items side
by side for assessment. There is no easy
definition for the word parable because to omit
distinctive marks and reasons, which are
sometime looked upon as superfluous, or
merely accidental, is to lose the importance of
the parable. Parables have exalted interests
which caution prudence, care for morality,
industry, foresight and interest in heavenly
things. It places importance on things which
are above self-interest and seeking spiritual
virtues. It teaches what the world may not
accept or approve of by raising the disciples’
sight to heavenly realms. Its purpose is to
awaken consciousness of divine education and
instruction derived from the Holy Script. It
recommends and enforces that a prudent
person should seek regulatory principles and
sharpening of understanding. Parables insist on
connecting to the eternal after-while and
seeking to inherit an abode of the soul with
God. The Lordship of God is unquestionable
and well defined.
The Lord’s parables are key parts of the
gospel approximating over a third of its
teachings. They are believed and used to teach
great principles of the Christian faith. They are
simple yet profoundly complex, like truth
hidden and yet clearly proclaimed. They
became the witnesses of the spiritual realm.
The everyday life examples such as a woman
baking bread, man asking a friend for help,
coming to the aid of one on the roadside
brutally beaten, different types praying and
many more were used to illustrate spiritual
values needed. Each of them contributed to the
knowledge of the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus’
parables remain the best known stories in the
world.

During the ministry of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth He placed truth side by side or cast
a truth alongside another item [hence parable].
They were compared and illustrated from
spiritual vantage points. There were unique
purposes injected in order that the listener
received incontrovertible truths about the
kingdom. These lessons are drawn from human
circumstances. They have been called an

earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Jesus taught to
cause mankind to think, consider and respond.

When mankind becomes hardened in heart the
parables, without jesting or weakness strove with them
for consideration of the distinctiveness and essence of
purity which must be maintained. They gave
forthrightness and holiness reasoning to amend all
unworthy actions. By timely industry the spiritual man
lays by in store good works worthy of the kingdom of
God. Parables may have seemed severe and difficult but
never jesting at the calamities of men. Bitter mocking
and hotly tracking down of gainsayer was never
indulged in by the Lord. Jesus never deceives mankind
of an inherent cost of becoming a part of the kingdom
of heaven. Parables are more than a vehicle of truth.
Hearty belief and practice, taught by the parables
produced a consciousness of the distinctiveness of the
servants of God in the kingdom. Like vessels of honor
they were worthy. Parables do not have an artificial
product as do myths which do not embody the
importance of spiritual values. In a parable the
teachings of good and bad can be placed side by side
which sum up the actual need of the spiritual desires
and applications constructing a pathway for gaining the
valued end offered by the Lord.

It is impossible to establish strict rules for
interpretation of parables, for the comparisons vary
from parable to parable. Jesus Christ as the Master
teacher caused His fiercest attackers to confess His
unusual didactic teachings. The multitude which
followed Him said, “he taught them as one having
authority, and not as their scribes”. They declared
“never man so spake”. Parables were narratives for the
purpose of teaching a vital truth about the kingdom of
Heaven. Parables are not invented stories composed of
unreal essentials or impossible situations. They are
lessons with real life used to illustrate moral thoughts
worthy of repetitiously considering. The actors in the
parables are real doing nothing which could not be
done. They are true human experiences their intensity
with exalted aims.

Parables are used to make spiritual truths clear and
practical. Those who are sincerely seeking to have
remission of sins, regain fellowship with God, enter
into a heavenly promise with God and know the peace
of having sins forgiven will find great solace in the
parables of Jesus Christ. Any lack of understanding in a
parable is found workable by application of the
measures its sets forth. They cause mankind to assent to
truth before they realize the applications are personally
valuable. Acknowledging justice, mercy, graciousness,
humility and other traits worthy of living leads the
believer into a fulfilling relationship with the Creator.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

This was a very successful trip. On Saturday April the 12, I
called a meeting in Lagos for all those interested in Mission
printing. It was a good turnout of 71 elders and preachers,
with 60 congregations being represented. Everyone was very
excited about receiving a container of Mission Printing tracts
in Lagos, Nigeria. Saturday and Sunday nights I stayed in a
hotel courtesy of one of the brothers. Sunday morning I went
to church at Solu Church of Christ in a very dangerous area.
There were many Nigerian policemen with machine guns

Monday, I was on my way to Cameroon for a one and a half
hour flight, it took 12 hours. Such is life in Africa. Tuesday
Bro. Elangwe and I visited five preachers in Limbe, and five
preachers in another town nearby. Wednesday we went to the
town of Kumbe about a hundred mile trip and spoke to five
preachers Also visited with another preacher who knew Bro.
Caskey many years ago. Thursday, we made a long trip to
visit 3 preachers. Friday I spent the day writing emails and
scheduling things with Elangwe. We had another long trip
Saturday going to visit another preacher and a sister who runs
a large Christian school. We went to a federal jail to visit a
preaching student. He was falsely arrested and has been in jail
for the last month. In Cameroon, you are guilty until proven
innocent. He is not discouraged because he has baptized
eleven souls. Please pray for his early release. We had our
normal three hour bible study and worship Sunday morning.
We made our way to the airport Sunday night about 11 p.m. I
am now in Paris and I am getting ready for another 10 hour
flight to Cincinnati and then to Dallas.

God bless, Richard Renfro

A prayer for protection from enemies by David- “Hear the
right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry; Give ear unto my
prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips. Let my sentence
come forth from thy presence; Let thine eyes look upon
equity. Thou hast proved my heart; thou hast visited me in the
night; Thou hast tried me, and findest nothing; I am purposed
that my mouth shall not transgress. As for the works of men,
by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the ways of the
violent. My steps have held fast to thy paths, My feet have not
slipped. I have called upon thee, for thou wilt answer me, O
God: Incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech. Show thy
marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right
hand them that take refuge in thee From those that rise up
against them. Keep me as the apple of the eye; Hide me under
the shadow of thy wings, From the wicked that oppress me,
My deadly enemies, that compass me about. They are
inclosed in their own fat: With their mouth they speak
proudly. They have now compassed us in our steps; They set
their eyes to cast us down to the earth. He is like a lion that is
greedy of his prey, And as it were a young lion lurking in
secret places. Arise, O Jehovah, Confront him, cast him down:
Deliver my soul from the wicked by thy sword; From men by
thy hand, O Jehovah, From men of the world, whose portion
is in this life, And whose belly thou fillest with thy treasure:
They are satisfied with children, And leave the rest of their
substance to their babes. As for me, I shall behold thy face in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
beholding thy form” (Psm 17:1-15).

Spiritual Growth

The Scriptures give Christians a measurement for
spiritual productivity. Seeking to please God is a natural
inclination of obedience. Whatever is done in word or deed
must pursue a course of pleasing the Creator. Man was
created in the image of God and should personify His spiritual
nature. A spiritual nature is proven when our inward man
(spiritual being) is dominant and our outward man (temporal)
is subservient (2 Corinthians 4:16-18). Upon being “born
again” the child of God has been created in “Christ Jesus for
good works, which afore were prepared that we should walk
in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

Upon escaping worldly lust (2 Peter 1:3-11) and
carnal living (Romans 6:1-11; 8:1, 2) the Christian encounters
an immediate warfare between flesh and spirit (Galatians
5:16-23). Those who are to overcome the flesh must begin
instantaneously to produce “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians
5:22-23). The Lord illustrated in his parable of the “Empty
House” that a cleansed “tabernacle of God” (1 Corinthians
3:16-19; 6:19, 20) must be filled with fruit of the spirit or the
evil carnal actions which once inhabited it will return and the
latter end will be worse than the former (1 Peter 2:18-22).
Christians returning to the worldly ways put Christ to open
shame and crucify him afresh (Hebrews 6:1-5).

Themes used by Jesus and his Apostles were of
productive branches. Their teachings were that Jesus was the
vine and all faithful believers the branches. Test of
fruitfulness was the types of fruit produced (Mathew 7:15-23;
John 15:1-27; Romans 11:24). Christian character is
demonstrated by developing healthful, fruitful and spiritual
lives. When Christians apply and adapt into their lives virtue,
they will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:9-11).

Illustrating how to develop spiritual lives is “…Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit” (John 15:1-16). “… and if the root is holy, so are
the branches. But if some of the branches were broken off,
and thou, being a wild olive, wast grafted in among them, and
didst become partaker with them of the root of the fatness of
the olive tree; glory not over the branches: but if thou gloriest,
it is not thou that bearest the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt
say then, Branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in.
well; by their unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest
by thy faith. Be not highminded, but fear: for if God spared
not the natural branches, neither will he spare thee. Behold
then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that fell,
severity; but toward thee, God’s goodness, if thou continue in
his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And they
also, if they continue not in their unbelief, shall be grafted in:
for God is able to graft them in again. For if thou wast cut out
of that which is by nature a wild olive tree, and wast grafted
contrary to nature into a good olive tree; how much more shall
these, which are the natural branches, be grafted into their
own olive tree” (Romans 11:17-24). Hence we can measure
our productivity in Christ by fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22, 23).

A planned steady growth is the best means of reaching the
desired fruitfulness. Each should take time to evaluate
fruitfulness and faithfulness. Let us fortify our lives by
deciding to be a successful branch and avoid the unfruitful
works of darkness (Ephesians 5:3-14). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

April 27, 2014
Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth
Garrison
Back foyer: Thomas Rathbun &
Carol Swinney

May 4, 2014
Front foyer: Dale & Katherine
Cox
Back foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews

*****************

Sermon Titles

April 27, 2014
a.m: “A Journey”
Scripture: Hebrews 9:23-28
p.m: “Steadfast In Faith”
Scripture: Daniel 6:1-4

May 4, 2014
a.m: “So Great A Faith”
Scripture: Matthew 8:5-10
p.m: “Seven Steps To A
Consecrated Life”
Scripture: Mark 1:9-15

*****************
Contribution Counters For

April

Glen Kelly & Purman Cofer

****************
Communion Preparation For

April

Dorris & Janie Walker

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:

Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
*Tom Head, Bill Matthews

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Marietta Houser,
Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
Elizabeth Garrison got a good
report from her doctor.
Mary Wise fell last week and
suffered a concussion.
Mike Garrison had a bone
marrow biopsy on Friday. He will
get the results on May 2nd.

There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Fauna Garrett – Emerall Hills

Rehab Center
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft
Hank Henry – Ashford Hall

Hospital:
Jane Easter is in ICU at Baylor
Irving. They are running tests on
her.
Randy Necessary, son-in-law of
the Harriage’s passed out Sunday
at a family gathering. He is in the
Plaza Downtown Hospital in Fort
Worth. They are running tests on
him to find out the cause. Prayers
have been requested on his behalf.

Upcoming Procedures:
Lautricia Williams will be
having tests done this week and
has requested our prayers.

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Half Day is this Saturday,
April 26th. There are sign-up
sheets in the front foyer for salads.
Please let us know what you are
bringing.

*****************
CAMP DATES 2014

Junior Campers – June 29th – July 3rd

Senior Campers – July 20th – July 25th

See Jerry McKey, Don Hatch or
the church office for registration
forms. Please return the forms to
us by May 11th as we will return
all the forms together to the camp.

*****************
THANK YOU

There is a Thank You note on the
bulletin board from Alice
Worthy’s friend Kathy.

*****************
CHRIST’S HAVEN

Grocery bags with lists attached
are available in both foyers for
Christ’s Haven. The bags will be
picked up on Tuesday, June 10th.

*****************
RESPONSE

David Hawkins came forward
Sunday to place his membership.
Address is: 4222 W. Northgate
Dr. Apt. 137, Irving, Texas 75062

*****************
SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Tom
and Linda Head on the death of
Tom’s brother on Saturday.
Services are pending at this time.



4/26/14 – Ladies ½ Day – 9 a.m.

APRIL BIRTHDAY’S

Glen Kelly – 4/1
Mary Wise – 4/2
Joann Hatch – 4/2
Jerry Grantham – 4/2
Sabrina Howard – 4/3
Vern Lundquist – 4/6
Billie Beverly – 4/7
Henry Seidmeyer – 4/16
Nelda Bell Newton – 4/17
Tom Head*– 4/18
Jeanene Heilman – 4/19
Roy Thomas – 4/19
Alice Worthy – 4/20
Thomas Rathbun – 4/21
Mary Walker – 4/22
Don Hatch – 4/25
Hank Henry – 4/25
Priscilla Mayer – 4/27
Faye West – 4/30

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

None

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 4/27/14 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
 John Mayer . Kenny Mayer  Bill Matthews
 Nathan Allen  Brent Howard  Clifford Yeldell
 Mike Batot  Ethan Howard
 James Gilliam  Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Brandon Howard  Mike Batot
 Purman Cofer Hebrews 9:23-28

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Jerry McKey

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Darrell Allen
 Glen Kelly
 Thomas Rathbun P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Daniel 6:1-4
 Glen Kelly

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 66 66 68 100
A.M. Worship 105 142 119 150
P.M. Worship 63 60 64 80
Wed. Class 76 59 66 85
Contribution $4604 $4603 $5028 $5331
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Haiti – Printing
Glen Tattersall - Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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