
August 17, 2009

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

August 23, 2009

a.m. “A Crown of Righteousness”

Scripture: 2 Timothy 4:1-8

p.m. “Life for God”

Scripture: Micah 6:6-8

Christian Ethics
Don Hatch

When the Christian is considered by those of the world they are judged on ethics. Most of the
time worldly people have preconceived notions of what is ethical and what is not. Often they
gain their judgment from a philosophical presupposition based upon what society is doing or
has done in the past.

Philosophy sees what is considered ethical by society and that becomes a norm or a gauge to
govern values. It seeks to understand what makes the community happy. Euthanasia makes
some happy when they find an older person unworthy of living because he/she is not
productive. Their judgment is flawed when eradication is demanded. It is often softened by
calling it “end of life counseling” in order to persuade the individual to choose death over
impotence. This philosophical presupposition forgets that age and length of days is a gift from
God.

There is something good and glorious about persons who have come to a “ripe old age” and
have brought blessings and usefulness throughout their life. Moreover, they may have
countless things to offer in the way of love, joy, peace and wisdom, unable to be gained by
youth. Length of days should be cherished.

Many have placed the “older generation” on alert that they are “to be thrown-away”. One has
only to remember Hitler who less than 70 years ago had this same plan. Indifference and
apathy toward those who want to rid our world of the wisdom of the “older generation” cannot
be tolerated. Governments cannot make the decision to withhold what is needed for the sake
of “cost” or “lack of productivity”. Countless “aged individuals” have proven their value long
after this world would have “thrown them away”. Master painters, military leaders, educators,
inventors, philosophers, physicians, world leaders in governments and others should prove the
error of eradicating the aged.



Some are planting seeds in our world which are “hatemongering” and selecting the aged to
blame for living so long. They are posing “biological reasons” to attribute “non-personhood” to
pre-born babies and “older individuals”. After Hitler’s reign of terror came the “war crimes
trials”. It was too late for millions of Jews, Christians and others because the Nazis had made
laws and carried them out. Once America declares that human life and human dignity is of no
value America will be robbed of the object of God’s blessings, which are individuals with age.
The “concentration camps” should be a basic lesson of how far the world will go to remove any
impedance and call it the “final solution”. Mankind is not “merely a hairless ape”, a “higher
animal” or an “evolved primate”. They are men and women, each having within the image of
God. God has always considered each conceived individual a person, not a thing. The
Christian cannot be indifferent to the question about when life begins or infanticide,
euthanasia, genocide and other forms of eradication of the “less desirable in society”.

What has come from this mental exercise is the “genetic manipulation” of the reproductive
process. The unborn have become “fodder” for medical experiments. This insufferable practice
is growing rather than diminishing. No longer are many willing to have a laboratory experiment,
but now they want “living subjects” to practice on and when they are finished they will just
throw them away.

There is an increasing revulsion for the elderly. Distain is growing and an ever-present trend is
developing to tell the aged that they are a burden to family, friends and society at large. Some
states like Oregon are actually assisting and legalizing “suicide” by prescribing lethal drugs.
Such are already allowing “euthanasia”. Will it be only a matter of time before others join in the
“grand parade” to “rid the world of unnecessary ones”? It is a slippery slope upon which many
nations are embarking. Denmark, Singapore, Canada, Australia and portions of the United
States provide euthanasia. This is growing to include the young and is being called “humane”.

What value is “society” placing on life? There are those roaming our country that are called
“Dr. Death” and for a few dollars will assist in suicide. Total disregard for human life to many
has become a part of Americana.

It is time to re-establish the foundations God established and allow the Bible to be our guide.
The value of a human life must be reinforced. If it will no longer be taught that God created
Adam and took Eve from his side, giving them dominion over all animals of the field, we should
reinforce it by telling our young that humans are different from the animals. Humans have an
inner being created in the image of God. Reducing the value of human life also cheapens
Jesus Christ and His death upon the cross.

If human life has so little value then what does it say about the church, Christ and redemption
by His blood? Great consideration should be given to who the Giver of life is and the value of
His immeasurable gift. Saying euthanasia provides relief from pain, gives quality of life and
frees up medial funds to help others or that it is another freedom of choice greatly devalues
human life. It should not be “cost containment” where world leaders, doctors or health care
people are directly involved in causing death. Once started euthanasia will lead to the “non-
voluntary” and withholding of treatment to save money. Christian ethics must abound.



FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
All through the history of Belt Line, the elders have tried to direct this congregation toward solid
based mission work. When possible, onsite surveillance has been made to insure the word is
being presented to the lost as is written in God's Word. Brother Richard Renfro will be making
an onsite inspection this week on the work in Ghana, Africa. We partially supported Willie Gley,
while in preaching school, at Brown Trail. Now, Willie is working in several areas in his
homeland, and directing the work in the Ghana/Togo area. It appears to us that Willie is in
need of printed materials available from Mission Printing. Brother Renfro will be checking on
this request since he is now serving on the board at Mission Printing as well.

We want to make sure the efforts of your support gain the most in the Mission Fields. We
demand that the written Word is taught and made available to as many as possible. We want
them to have the same opportunity with the same desires we have to become and remain
Christians. Goals are set to achieve measurable results. Our goal is for everyone possible to
hear and obey God's Word.

These same principles apply to us in living the Christian life. What is our goal? (Eternal life in
Heaven with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ). How can we achieve our goal? (Follow the
plan). What is the plan? (Studying God's word and keeping His commandments). Where are
the rules found? (In God's inspired and written word). If we have the right attitude about the
goal, the plan and rules will be followed earnestly. It's when the goal is out of sight and thought
that we fail to stay on course. God has given man the Bible as the sole, absolute standard of
authority in religion (2 John, 9-11). The Bible is the complete and perfect will from God for our
lives (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Therefore, we can't add to or take from, or change God's standard, the
Bible (Rev. 22:18-19, Gal. 1:6-9).

Paul said, Gal. 1:8-9 "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
him be accursed”.

We can only trust the Bible, God's word. The Bible is Christianity's constitution by which every
doctrine and practice must be judged acceptable or unacceptable.

Let's all pray for those that are sick and shut-in! Make special effort to attend all the services
possible. Have a great week serving God!

~ Dean Webb

GOD’S STORY

“Now I make known unto you brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye
received, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I
preached unto you, except ye believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which
also I received: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried;
and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures; and that he appeared
to Cephas; then to the twelve; then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of



whom the greater part remain until now, but some are fallen asleep; then he appeared to
James; then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to the child untimely born, he appeared to me
also. For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which
was bestowed upon me was not found vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet
not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Whether then it be I or they, so we preach, and
so ye believed” (1 Cor 15:1-11).

The gospel is “good news”. In the Anglo-Saxon era is meant “God-story” or the “evangelization
of the world”. Those who preached were “evangelist” or speakers of the gospel (Rom 10:10-
16)." Reviewing the Greek word euaggelion, we incur the meaning a “good messenger”. Thus
the gospel is the story of God redeeming mankind. He sent forth individuals to proclaim the
unsearchable riches of salvation to a lost and dying world. Normally the “good news” brought a
sense of “gladsome tidings” of a loving and gracious God. The gospel is God specific story of
His actions from the foundation of the world (Eph 1:3-15).

What was declared by the messengers had to be received (2 Thess 1:6-11). The message
heard by individuals was not the wisdom of men, or in persuasive word, but a demonstration of
the work of the Holy Spirit in inspiration (1 Cor 2:1-5). The gospel was God’s power unto
salvation (Rom 1:16, 17). If anyone was to be saved the message had to be proclaimed to all
(Matt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15, 16; Acts 1:1-10). The death of Jesus, His burial, resurrection and
ascension to the right hand of the Father were foundational to the gospel. Paul said, “Whether
then it be I or they, so we preach, and so ye believed” to encourage us that the message is
more important than the messenger (2 Cor 4:13).

The dynamics of the gospel are that it is “God’s power unto salvation”. Nowhere else can man
find the plan of salvation. Within the gospel is found the fullness of God’s blessings to every
obedient believer (Rom 15:28, 29). The gospel tells how life and immortality have been
brought to life in Christ (2 Tim 1:10). The gospel declares an everlasting life in Christ. It is a
glad story of grace.

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, August 23, 2009

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews



Sunday, August 30, 2009

Front foyer: Ilene Ashworth, Carol Swinney, Max Melton

Back foyer: Megan & Jamie Little

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
It’s time to think about gearing up for Ladies’ Bible Class again. It will begin on Tuesday,
September 15th in the Annex at 11:00 a.m. with a lesson by Jerry McKey and a luncheon.

SUMMERTIME PREACHING
Wednesday’s lesson is entitled “Ten Virgins” from Matthew 25:1-13 by Brother Randal
Morris.

NEW PHONE NUMBERS
Please make a note of these two new numbers: Tom Head: 817-913-0149; Linda: 214-470-
9062.

WITH SYMPATHY
David McDaniel (Elizabeth Garrison’s brother) passed away yesterday afternoon (8/16) in
Tyler; services are pending at the time of this writing.

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL QUARTER
The new quarter will begin on September 6th. Teachers, let the office know if you need
anything.



SUNDAE SUNDAY
A Sundae Sunday is planned for kids from Pre-School through Teens (and their parents) on
August 23rd in the Annex at 5:00 p.m. Come and make your own sundae.

CONGRATULATIONS
We are proud to announce that Melissa Beverly has graduated…again! Melissa received her
Masters’ degree in Educational Administration from UNT in Denton last Friday.

THANK YOU
Just wanted to thank all of you for cards, visits, & prayers while I was in the hospital. It seems
that the pacemaker is working just fine now; I’m feeling better each day. Thank you all for all
the concern & heartfelt thoughts. In Christian love, Tom & Linda Head

Thank you to all for your calls, cards, and prayers during this time of treatment. We love you,
Jack & Frances LaFerney.

NEWS OF OUR ILL
∙Gwen Bingham is in Medical Center/Arlington, room #224 & not doing well.

∙Everett Newton will undergo more treatment on 8/21.

∙Richard Renfro left early this morning (8/17) for Ghana, Africa.

∙Leo Townsend will undergo surgery on August 28th at Methodist Hospital/Dallas.

Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances
LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Tom Prince, Roy Thomas, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill
Paschall’s friend), Charlie & Mary DiPalma (missionaries), Louise Gierling (former member &
Tom Gierling’s mother), Linda Woodruff (the Webb’s friend), Ilya Yakimenko (son of
missionaries in Russia), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· August 23: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· August 23: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· August 23: Sundae Sunday in the Annex at 5 p.m.
· August 26: Summertime Preaching



LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Mike Batot  JC Ross  Glen Kelly
 Thomas Rathbun  Robert Taylor  Rob Farmer
 James Gilliam  Max Melton
 Brandon Howard  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Rob Farmer  Virgil LaFerney  Bill Matthews
 Denzil Myers  Jeremy Hardegree 2 Timothy 4:1-8
 Stan Selby  Roy Martin
 Glen Kelly  Derrol Allen

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Garl Latham
 Jerry McKey

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Batot

Micah 6:6-8

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker (last song: Denzil Myers)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Robert Ruckman
 Bill Paschall

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 88 96 93 125
A.M. Worship 160 163 156 210
P.M. Worship 87 84 86 112
Wed. Class 90 96 81 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 30 35
Contribution $5852 $4876 $5381 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions



Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


