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Fellowship Of Believers
Don Hatch

Paul announced to the brethren that he prayed
on their behalf thanking God for individual
members of the church and the local
congregations. The work of grace bestowed
upon them was a gift so immense that it could
only be measured by eternity. Reflecting on
blessings increased joy. Circumstances
accompanying blessings called for
supplications on behalf of the brethren (Phil
1:3-8). Needs were keenly felt by Paul and
answered prayers refreshed the church.
Spiritual needs were definite and danger lurked
if such were forgotten. The main point is that
the church in a pious manner praised God for
His grace, mercy and preservation in their
work of spreading the gospel. Day by day
Christian living is supported by supplications
and thanksgivings confirmed by the
unquestioned blessings bestowed by the Lord
upon faithful obedient believers (Jas 1:17).

An immediate part of fellowship is that the
brethren want other congregations and
individuals to persist in the work of spreading
the gospel. The perseverance of a congregation
causes others to take heart. Victories in Jesus
are because the “old old story of the Savior”
coming from glory, giving Himself on Calvary
to save wretches through His atoning blood are
true. When the gospel was believed souls in sin
repented and won the victory after confessing
and being baptized into the Lord (Acts 2:28;
Gal 3:27; Rom 10:1-17). Jesus’ power redeems
souls who cry out for cleansing from sin when
they obey. A promise of a mansion in the after
while is more than mere language that is
intended to influence people but may not be
honest or reasonable. Jesus was raised by the
glory of the Father (Rom 6:1-11). He ascended
into the skies (Acts 1:1-20). He is at the right
hand of the Father (Acts 2:29-36). In glory
Jesus is preparing abiding places for mankind’s
souls (Jn 14:1-11; 1 Cor 15:50-58). The book
of Revelation contains information of the city
foursquare wherein is found the abode of the
redeemed. God gave vital information about
those who He persevered (Rev 2:10). The
redeemed seek to keep the redeemed free from
sin and help them when they fall (Gal 6:1-5).
Fellowship is fulfilled in numerous ways.

Fellowship of grace is not man-made. It is not
a club or socials function organized by men. It

is sovereignly guided by Christ who is our King, Lord
and Master (Rev 19:16). It is the culmination of God
purpose, who from the foundation of the world desired
that we would be holy without blemish before Him in
love (Eph 1:3-14). Christ according to the good
pleasure of God’s will brought grace and truth (Jn
1:17). Being in Him is where we find redemption
through His blood and forgiveness of trespasses
according to the riches of His grace. Fellowship
understands the mystery of His will that in the fullness
of time God summed all things in Christ and blessed
mankind with salvation. Apart from the fellowship with
Christ all would fail. Christ becomes the center of
fellowship which draws all to the Father (Jn 12:31;
17:1-24; 1 Tim 6:11-16). Jesus through His crucifixion,
resurrection, ascension and coronation became the way
to become God’s sons and daughters (Jn 14:1-9; 2 Cor
6:14-7:1). Being tried, convicted, and crucified with
Christ newness of life is granted to the obedient
believer (Rom 6:1-11; Gal 2:20). Their lives are hid
with Christ. He is the personal surety and accordingly is
their sanctification and justification. Thus fellowship is
mediated through Christ (1 Tim 1:1-7).

When mankind is a believer it is the closest
relationship that they can share. Consequently
fellowship with Christ is by faith though grace. Christ
draws sinners to Himself through His redemptive act
revealing to each by the word that all can approach the
Father because of His great love (Phil 4:4-7). Faith-
participation in Christ seeks to help all others have the
same relationship rejoicing in His blessings. Fellowship
of prayer is faith’s expression of hope. Believers pray
both for individuals and united efforts of the church
worldwide. Through this concerted effort God is
glorified in the fruit being borne (Phil 1:3-11). This
fellowship contributes to the needs of one another.
Trusting in Christ as Lord preserves Him in the heart of
fellow pilgrims (1Pet 2:11, 12). Holy behavior of all
stops the mouth of those who speak against the church.

The fellowship of helping others is manifested in
caring for the wellbeing of those far removed from the
local congregation (1 Co 16:1, 2; 2 Cor 8; 9). Love is
felt when remembering the poor and downtrodden
without consideration of race, freeman, bond, male or
female for they are all in the family of God (Gal 3:23-
29; Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:4). Attachment to Christ
always means separation from the worldly ties. What
fellowship could there be between light and darkness
(Jas 4:4; 1 Jn 2:15)? A commitment to the right
fellowship is paramount (2 Cor 6:13-7:1). God’s
people are covenant people who must separate
themselves from religious practices of others (Lev
26:12). They know God as Father of their salvation.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

January has been a good month for our congregation. We
have had several responses to the Lord’s invitation. It is a
shame that more congregations are viewing the Lord’s
invitation at the end of each service in such disdain. They say
that it embarrasses those whom might respond privately. To
respond privately to the elders, is an option that the elders have
always considered open at Beltline. The majority of responses
is generally public and should never be eliminated from
worship, just because a few would rather come to the elders
privately. Some feel that the Lord’s invitation is not scriptural
and too repetitive to be offered every service. This is a sad
thought that we should “not” be encouraging visiting brethren
to place membership with us, “not” pleading with lost souls to
be baptized, and “not” allowing requests for prayers of the
congregation. It is very difficult to imagine a Lord’s church
that would not be willing to do all it can to help encourage
those who need to answer the Lord’s invitation at the end of a
worship service. A congregation should fulfill its scriptural
responsibility and love for God’s children and the lost of this
world by giving them the opportunity to respond at the end of
each service. The Belt Line Road Church of Christ will
continue to uphold the truth through the Bible, God’s word.

Below is another good example of reaching the lost and
unfaithful in Cameroon this week:

Dearest in Christ,
Greetings from Wotutu, we do hope this report finds you

well. We are doing better, but continue to pray for some who
are not sound in health here. Last week at BVBIC-Wotutu
was great. The students continue to experience growth and
gaining more maturity. The staff continues to put in more
efforts to fully equip the students, by investing more hours
above the normal six hours to help the students meet up with
the available materials. Join us and the host of Heaven to
celebrate another great success in the kingdom of God. God
blessed the Likomba village work with souls and also, we met
a brother who was baptized since 1975 and has not been
worshipping because there was no congregation in this
community. There was tears and joy in the hearts of brother
Nanje and his wife when they entered into the parlor of a
brother to worship again since 1975, many appreciations goes
to God and all who are making this possible through the
school to make all these outreaches possible. We praise God
today that in Likomba village, a new congregation is
established, with 20 souls worshipping excluding me and the
students. Keep this work in your prayers as we nurture them
to grow to maturity. We shall continue to send our students on
weekly basis to organize worship and to do house to house
evangelism.

PLANS:
More plans and invitation to different communities to come
and help, the field really is ripe and very, very few laborers
God bless you, and thank you for your prayers, support and
deep concern for the work here.
Do your best to share with others this report.
Elangwe and family, By His grace, director BVBIC-Wotutu

EVANGELISM IS OUR MISSION AND OUR MISSION IS
EVANGELISM.2TIM2:2 2TIM4:2 Richard Renfro

Emulate The Old Jerusalem Christian
The church of Christ is a benefit to the world (Rom 16:16). She
demonstrates the goodness and severity of God. God’s severity
was toward those who fall away and goodness toward those who
continue in godliness (Romans 11:1-25).The word “fall” indicates
false steps are being taken, or a stepping aside. Hence there is a
falling away. This is like the parable of the Blind Leading the
Blind where they fall into the ditch (Matt 15:1-20).

The condition under which the church contributes to the display
of the goodness of God is when others see blessings bestowed
upon her. These blessings should cause others to want to emulate
the church. Every good and perfect gift includes words like,
salvation, redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, mercy, grace
and spiritual blessings which are bestowed on those who are in the
body of Christ (Js 1:17,18; Eph 1:22,23; Ac 2:47). It is God’s
intention that men are left no other choice but to conclude that
those who by obedient faith are acceptably and provably the
children of God and claimants of blessings.

There are blessings which befall mankind in the world which
are an outgrowth of God’s blessing the church. When American
was young and seeking God there was a Restoration Movement
founded on the North American continent which has blessed
America like no other. None can successfully deny,
“Righteousness exalts a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people”
(Pro 13:44). False religions claim they are the cause of blessings
but the proof is undeniable. To be able to claim blessings they
must be emulating the first century worship, scheme of redemption
and live lives ordered by the Bible. Paul stated that the branches do
not support the olive tree; rather the branch must be in the tree and
are supported by the tree (Rom 11:1-24). Jesus made this
illustration in his parable of the Vine and Branches (Jn 15:1-27).
Fruitless branches are cut off and await final destruction; fruitful
ones are pruned and produce greater fruit.

The church of Christ teaches that the prophets of old taught
of these days (Lk 24:44-49; 1 Pet 1:3-12). She familiarizes the
world with sound doctrine. She strikes a fatal blow against idolatry
and pseudo-religions. This purifies the mind of those who are
seeking fellowship with God. Using the Bible the church teaches
the true origin of Christianity and corrects false or rewritten
history. By her teachings myths and fables are dispelled. She
teaches the truth about sin, how redemption can be affected and the
true grace of God. She carries with her the true law of the Spirit, of
Christ, of faith, of liberty, the perfect law as a shield against the
devil. Christianity is the finest system of religious law known to
man. It gives equity, justice and aides the in founding of a
Christian civilization. All others have failed and fallen by the way.
Thus wherever she is found the world is benefited. The
measurement of her worth is beyond the sight of man it waits to be
revealed in judgment.

The church should punctuate the time in which she exists to
make all men see the true and living God who gives to the church
abundantly. “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be the glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus unto all generations forever and ever. Amen” (Eph
3:20, 21). It must be noted that this is in the church and in Christ.
To be in Christ requires following the first principles of the oracle
of God. When one is in Christ they have been added to His church,
body and are named among the redeemed of the ages.

Lest the church become haughty the warning is to remain a
branch which produces fruit because Jesus is her source of life.
Living as a faithful Christian: “…For we are not as the many,
corrupting the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in
the sight of God, speak we in Christ” (2 Cor 2:14-17). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

February 7, 2016
Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth

Garrison
Back foyer: Robert & Cathy

Taylor

February 14, 2016
Front foyer: Bill & Linda

Matthews
Back foyer: Don & Anne

Herriage

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate tracts.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

*****************
Contribution Counters For

February

Robert Taylor & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

February

Brenda Bryant

****************

Sermon Titles
February 7, 2016

a.m: “Fountain Of Living
Water”

Scripture: Jeremiah 2:14-19
p.m: “Surprise”

Scripture: Psalms 21:1-6

February 14, 2016
a.m: “Moses Blessing”

Scripture: Deuteronomy 33:1-5
p.m: “Learning To Do Well”

Scripture: Isaiah 1:10-17

***************
Military:

Chris and Abigail Mathews

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Dessie Ross, Don and Margaret
Lewis, Frances Tipton, Diedra
Sutton, Tom Prince, Ruben
Melendez, Tom Head, David &
Faye West, Laquita Baker, Glen
Kelly, Mike Garrison

Homebound Members:
Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Dessie Ross

Recovering at Home:
Mike Garrison is not feeling well
after starting his chemo
treatments.
Melissa Allen is having some eye
trouble.

There are many dealing with
short term health issues. Please
remember them in your prayers.

Hospital:
Laquita Baker is in the Arlington
Medical Center, room # 18. She
has pneumonia again.

Nursing Home:
Elsie Nanney – Avante
Frances Tipton – Marine Creek
Tom Prince has been moved to

Northgate Plaza for rehab.

Upcoming Procedures:
Patsy Swain will be having heart
tests done today and Tuesday.

***************
LADIES

LADIES BIBLE CLASS will
meet on Tuesday, February 2nd

at 10 a.m. in the Annex. The
lesson will be on “Money”.
Please invite your friends to join
us.

LADIES,
Plans for our 15th Annual Ladies

Half-Day are under way. Please
check the Volunteer Lists in the
front foyer and sign up for any
task(s) you would like to help
with. There is much to do, so
let’s get started.

***************

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

***************
GROCERY LIST

Grocery bags with a list attached
for the children at Christ’s Haven
are in both foyers. Please take
one and fill it up. The truck will
be here to pick them up on
Tuesday, February 9th.

***************
RESPONSE

Carolyn Thornton came forward
Sunday morning wishing to place
membership with us. Her info is:
Address: 1207 McHam Street

Irving, Texas 75062
Phone: 972-255-3147

***************
39’ers BREAKFAST

Mark your calendars for Saturday,
March 5th at 8:00 a.m. at the
Annex for a wonderful breakfast
prepared by our teens. There is a
sign-up sheet in the front foyer if
you plan on attending. By signing
up it will help in the purchase of
the food.

***************
We have put out more brochures
in both foyers for you to take so
that you can invite your friends,
family, and people you come in
contact with on a daily basis to
come worship with us. We need
everyone to help pass these out.



2/2/16 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

2/15/16 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Robert Ruckman – 2/11
Joy Webb – 2/12
Cathy Taylor – 2/12
Alex Mayer – 2/16
Mary Curtis – 2/17
Carol Partridge – 2/28

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Brandon & Stephanie Howard – 2/28

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 2/7/16 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb

 Richard Renfro . Bobby King  Jerry Baker
 Scot Allen  Dale Cox  Jerry McKey
 John Mayer  Nathan Allen
 Alex Mayer . Robert Taylor A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Curtis Vaughan  Dale Cox
 Purman Cofer Jeremiah 2:14-19

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Henry Seidmeyer

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Denzil Myers
 Thomas Rathbun
 Scot Allen P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Kenny Mayer
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Psalms 21:1-6
 Darrell Allen

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 61 67 65 100
A.M. Worship 103 113 103 150
P.M. Worship 78 78 73 80
Wed. Class 55 56 56 85
Contribution $4501 $6141 $5575 $5170
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Carlos Tario – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Brayden Shelley – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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