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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

February 1, 2009
a.m. “Healing Through Suffering”

Scripture: 1 Peter 3:13-22

p.m. “A Golden Rule”
Scripture: Matthew 7:7-12

Time Is Filled With Swift Transitions
Don Hatch

Time is a component for measuring the sequence of history wherein there is a comparison
between one event and another. In the process of estimating the magnitude of time there must
be standards which can be assessed and regulated. The act of measuring usually involves an
instrument, ruler, and scale by which to calibrate. The attributes of this measurement must be
inviolate and able to be tested. Rules are values ascribed to the magnitude of time starting with
the perception that there is an eternity and time is a brief span in that eternity. The Bible
teaches that God is eternal. God established time in the beginning (time). There was an
eternal force (God) who created heavens and earth (space and matter) wherein are God’s
measurements established. We see in these few words from Genesis the creation time, force,
space and matter. Mankind lives in time which will one day end (1 Cor 15:50-58; 2 Tim 4:1-6).
Time moves rapidly and no one can stop its relentless movement toward being no more. Two
words we all must face are death and taxes.

Children see time as creeping, sauntering, almost decelerating to a snail’s pace wherein they
find a heedlessness not to hurry to the next moment. A youth sees it as a menacing movement
with a mind of its own, frustrating their desire to accelerate and scrabble feverishly toward
unfulfilled dreams and desires. The adult has found that there is no way to slow it down, for
once they are in full pursuit, hastily precipitating a helter-skelter, hurry-skurry life, neither they
nor others can impede it’s relentless hold over today and tomorrow. The aged see the length of
days and shortness of time wherein they have been frivolous, boisterously hasting to the
immediate. Wanting only to find it was counterproductive, often barren, unfruitful, lacking a
poignant fulfillment, flash in the pan, only fallow of returns for time spent. Christians must have
a comprehension of time. What they do in the name of the Lord is redeem the time (Eph 5:14-
18). They walk carefully in harmony with God’s purpose in an effective way doing that which
glorifies Him. They are called on to be wise gaining insight into why they repudiated the old
nature of unfruitful works of darkness knowing what it means to reach for the goal of the high
calling Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14-16). Each opportunity must be made the most of, abounding in
good works, obtaining assurances, strengthening fellowship with God and their brethren (1 Jn
1:1-10). Unspeakable joy is found in an unwavering zeal with watchfulness and reflection of



how to be wise to the danger of reckless living, absurd desires and not making each day the
day that the Lord has blessed.

Measurement of time is essential to industry and productivity. Time’s components are
sequencing each action while seeking quality in all fundamental aspects of Christianity. The
highest usefulness of time is conducting one’s life to advance the cause of Christ. Among the
prominent desires, views of time that we invest in an eternal after while, navigating through
troubled waters to one day disembark on eternities shore, having spent time, well we want to
hear the words “well done thou good and faithful servant (Matt 25:21).

“Come now, ye that say, today or tomorrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there,
and trade and get gain: whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life?
For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. (Jas 4:13, 14). I
was given a motto that says “Just one life, twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will
last”. All of time, space and matter will be consumed at the final day (2 Pet 3:8-13). Those who
trust in the Lord will not be disappointed for their works go before them (Rev 14:13; 20:12, 13).

Temporal movement takes two different forms. Calendars and clocks calculate time and its
passage. In day-to-day life the clock is consulted for periods of less than a day. For longer
periods the calendar numbers our days. We are taught to consider our days. Life is like a
vapor which appears for a while and vanishes away (Jas 4:14). Our glorying must be in the
Lord and all personal glorying is in vain. Christians know that doing good is of great value. We
should not grow weary in well-doing, nor faint, but be steadfast, unmovable in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labors in the Lord are not in vain (Gal 6:6-10; 1 Cor
15:58).

As the New Year materializes and perilous times confront us we must confidently trust in the
Lord that the auspicious work we have to accomplish will thrive and turn adversity into well-
being. Early Christians were not impressed with themselves. They wanted others to be
impressed with their Saviour. The message and the messenger were one when Christ was the
center of the message (1 Cor 1:18-30). Showing Christ to the world focuses on the way of
redemption and how lives must be lived after being redeemed by Christ’s blood. The wisdom
and glory of God are ageless. God’s plan was to redeem man by Jesus’ blood. This gospel
message is timeless. Neither clock nor calendar need be consulted. We live only to walk the
pathway of holiness and commend it to all each may encounter. Let us spend our days well.
History has judged Christianity to be beyond human values. Only what is done for Christ will
last.

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
When we read our Bible’s we see that Jesus taught many lessons through parables. In
Matthew 13:31-32 we see the parable of the Mustard Seed. It is not long in words but powerful
in thought. “Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is the least of all the
seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and nest in its branches.”



If there is a theme it is ‘The small beginning of the Kingdom.’ We see that the “Kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed.” What we conclude is the Kingdom and the church is one of
the same (Matt. 16:18-19). We also see that when one is born again, he enters the Kingdom
(John 3:5). Another important thing we see is the size of the mustard seed. It is known for its
small size. Now from the human point of view, the origin of the kingdom was small and
insignificant yet the kingdom of Jesus was characterized by unprecedented growth. Christ, its
founder had none of those qualities that are associated normally with the establishment of
great empires. In fact Isaiah 53:2 says that He is a tender root out of dry ground—the idea of a
person seemingly unlikely to survive. It is also recorded through out the Old Testament the
growth of the church—Isaiah 2:2-4, 11:9; Daniel 2:35, 44.

What do we learn from this parable? The Kingdom will fill the earth and reign supreme. We
should never despise the day of small things. The power of the gospel can overcome all odds.
The Lord’s word of prophecy is sure. God’s plan for man is successful.

May we never think small but think LARGE!

~Jerry McKey

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2009
The Tree Of The Knowledge Of Good and Evil

In the garden Adam and Eve had fellowship with God. What they knew is unspecified by
scripture but the mental ability of Adam is seen when he named all the animals. Believing in
the Genesis account and that Adam was directed by God refutes atheism because God is the
Creator, pantheism because God transcends what He created, polytheism because only one
God created all things, materialism because matter began with the word of God, dualism
because God is one God, humanism because God is not man and evolution because God
the Creator created all things in heaven and on earth. These false philosophical
presuppositions express the same belief there is no God. These entire systems could be
called atheistic evolution. Ideas like naturalism, uniformitarianism, deism, agnosticism,
determinism, paganism and others could be included. These have affected millions of lives.
In the opening of Genesis it is understood that God does not have to explain Himself for He is
sovereign of the universe. Scriptures tell us that those bereft of wisdom from above are called
“fools” and they say there is not God (Psm 14:1). The challenges of the Bible come from all
sides because it has weathered all assaults and has been proven to be a Book of great value.
It is vitally important that God’s majesty and omnipotence be stressed. God did not take
existing materials and create. The worlds were framed by the word of His mouth (Rom 4:17;
Heb 11:3). Man can form, amalgamate, unite and fashion many things but neither create nor
destroy a single atom. Only God can do such a wonderful thing. The physical universe was
spoken into existence. It had no prior existence to the primeval creative act of God. God is
eternal and omnipotent so that all things are possible with Him, in accordance with His holy
nature. It is impossible to understand God. The alternative is that the self-existing God reveal
Himself in comprehensive ways. Thus God spoke (Heb 1:1-5). In God’s words He defines
restrictions and boundaries for man.

God called Adam’s attention to the trees in the Garden of Eden. There was abundance for
him and Eve to eat in the garden. There was a restriction which would prove the love of man



for his Creator. True love is based on trust. It was natural for Adam to be grateful to God for all
He had done by giving him life, a garden in which to live, a helpmeet and all that was needful
for life and the pursuit of happiness. Seeing such love from God it would be natural to
reciprocate with trust and obedience. There should have been no doubt of God’s love and that
His instructions were the best which could be given. The knowledge which God supplied was
from the source of all purity and the noblest things man could think. There was every reason
for Adam to obey and conform to God’s commands because of God’s manifested love. Yet
Adam was a free moral agent able to make choices. Trusting and obeying is a test of fidelity
because of God’s demonstration of love and faithfulness. Rejection of God was tantamount to
loosing Paradise. The one forbidden tree was of “knowledge of good and evil”. Nevertheless
eating of this tree would provide “real knowledge” of evil. Evil is cogently defined as rejection of
God’s will. Adam already had knowledge of good. All that was seen expressed good. Each
time God created various items He said it was good. Adam should have obeyed God as an
expression of love. God’s clear warning was an expression of love with further incentives by
giving details of the cost of disobedience. Since God was the source of life, real life is found
only in fellowship with Him. Therefore a breach of fellowship with God would ultimately lead to
death. The essence of death is a separation from God… “…in the day that thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die” (Gen 2:17). In the moment Adam and Eve began to disobey God the
principles of death and decay began to operate in their lives. Even though Adam lived nine
hundred and thirty years he inextricably returned to dust.

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, February 1, 2009

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro; Thomas Rathbun

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Sunday, February 8, 2009

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby; BC & Grady Fowler

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.



MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on Tuesday, February 3rd at 9:30 a.m.

WELCOME
We are so pleased that long-time visitor Kati Mimms placed membership with us yesterday.
Her address & phone number: 3835 N. Belt Line Rd. #805; 75038; 972-536-3023. We’re so
glad you’re with us, Kati. Welcome!

NEW ADDRESS
Please make this change in your directory. Donna & Don Meyer moved last Friday (1/23) to
be closer to her daughter, Jayne. The address is 714 W. Arapaho Rd., #210; Richardson, TX
75080.

TIME SCHEDULE CHANGE
Due to some hardships of families & teachers being able to make the 7:00 p.m. time on
Wednesday evening, the elders have decided to change the time for worship back to 7:30
p.m., beginning February 4th.

OPEN FORUM
The Grandbury Street Church of Christ will be hosting an Open Forum entitled “What Do You
Know About the Emerging Church Movement?” on February 7, 2009 from 12:45p.m. –
4:30p.m. See details on the flyer posted on the bulletin board in the back foyer.

IN APPRECIATION
Ladies’ Bible Class: Dear Christian friends, James & I appreciate the bag of goodies you sent
to us; and thanks to Doris Selby for bringing it to us. I want you all to know that I long to be a
part of the Ladies’ Class; I pray that I will someday be able to join with you all again. Please
keep me in your prayers. In Christian love, Billie Gilliam

Also, Opal Stark sent a note to the Ladies’ Class regarding the goodie bag she received. She
continues to be home-bound with problems, but is working diligently to get them resolved.

Dear Belt Line Ladies’ Class: I want to thank you so much for the goodie bag at Holiday time;
you are all so very thoughtful. Thanks a million! Love, Ann Ryon



THOSE TO SERVE IN FEB.
Lord’s table (front): Mike Batot, Thomas Rathbun, James Gilliam, Brandon Howard, Brandon
Thomason, Grady Fowler, Rob Farmer, Denzil Myers

(back): JC Ross, Robert Taylor, Max Melton, Keith Vaughn, Bobby Bowen, Jeremy
Hardegree, Virgil LaFerney, Derroll Allen

(p.m.): Glen Kelly; Garl Latham

Card Pickup: (a.m.) Cole & Ethan Howard; (p.m.) Nathan Allen, Kenny Mayer

Contribution Counters: Glen Kelly; Thomas Rathbun

Communion Preparer: Brenda Bryant

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Judy Hancock had successful dental surgery.

∙Joann Hatch is scheduled to be admitted to Baylor/Irving tomorrow (1/27) for further tests.

∙Anna Lee Pope suffers with severe back pain & other problems.

∙JC Ross is ill at home.

∙Cindi Cody (the Seidmeyer’s daughter) is in Arlington Memorial, room #3121 following a
possible light stroke.

∙JC Enlow (21st Century Missions) is now home recuperating.

∙George Ryon underwent successful gallbladder surgery.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Garldean Latham, Tom Prince,
Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Nancy Bauer (mother of Scott Watson),
Glen Elmore (elderly father of a friend of Garl Latham), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband),
Percy Henry (Hank’s brother), Todd Jonas (Charlene Carroll’s grandson), Willie Lawson
(Shellie Pearce’s dad), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), George Ryon (Ann’s
son), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), Crystal Vaughan (Mary Curtis’
daughter), Scott Watson (Jeanene Heilman’s neighbor), Linda Woodruff (the Webb’s
neighbor), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· February 1: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· February 1: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· February 3: Ladies’ Bible Class & luncheon in the Annex at 11:00 a.m.
· April 25: Ladies’ ½ Day



NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Mary Bowen

Sunday evening:
· Debra Alonzo

DEC. LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Richard Renfro
Mike Batot JC Ross Darrell Allen
Thomas Rathbun Robert Taylor Jeremy Hardegree
James Gilliam Max Melton
Brandon Howard Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Brandon Thomason Bobby Bowen Bill Matthews
Grady Fowler Jeremy Hardegree 1 Peter 3:13-22
Rob Farmer Virgil LaFerney
Denzil Myers Derroll Allen A.M. SONG LEADER

Garl Latham
SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Robert Ruckman
Henry Seidmeyer

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Garrison
Matthew 7:7-12

P.M. SONG LEADER
Bill Matthews (last song, Denzil Myers)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Glen Kelly
Garl Latham

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Ty Harvey

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 90 98 95 125
A.M. Worship 158 160 159 210
P.M. Worship 85 101 93 112
Wed. Class 90 95 82 110
Ladies Bible Class 23 18 21 35
Contribution $5805 $5577 $5899 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine



Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


