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Important Bible Considerations
Don Hatch

Spiritual wellbeing has many threats to its
continual growth in a Christian’s life. Great
blessings given to the children of God via Jesus
Christ involve becoming spiritually guided and
motivated to serve God in holy living (2 Pet
1:3-11). Partaking of the “divine nature”
demands that Christians diligently peruse the
most excellent things in life (Eph 4:1-5). If
grace is to be honored it must follow that a
Christian is principled and desires to portray
God [to depict Him as the spiritual design for
life] and have a divine disposition duplicating
as nearly as possible the nature of God.

Spiritual growth must be prominent and
summed up by concluding that it is attended to
on a daily basis. Earnestness of
accomplishments in the name of God strives
for development of a Christian personality.
Application of the teachings of the New
Testament develops a zeal for things holy.
Christians are not passive, but rather active in
building upon a strong foundation with an
incessant desire to succeed (1 Cor 3:10-15).
Everyone’s foundation must be Jesus Christ
and each one’s works will be tested being
revealed by the fire of trial (Jas 1:1-11). Each
seeks to make their actions abide and bless His
Lord. In cooperating with God’s grace a
Christian is conscious, zealous, devoted and
relentlessly manifesting God given
responsibilities of being accountable for moral
fiber and ethical practices. It is God who works
in us (Phil 2:13). Hence, we work out our own
salvation with “fear and trembling”.

The goal of living a Christian life is to help
others attain the life which blesses and honors
God (Gal 6:1-10). The power of God’s grace in
our lives necessitates working in accord with
His mightiness and divine plan (Eph 1:3-15).
Physical and emotional abilities are channels
through which the influence is to flow. Without
reading and studying God’s word it would be
impossible to consider and contemplate the
development of a Christian character.
Individuals with whom a Christian seeks to
have influence must respond to information
which is derived from God’s word. It would be
impossible for them to be motivated to a like
Christ life without being informed. The will of
an individual is “converted” or “transformed”
by the renewing of the mind (Rom 12:1, 2).

When such takes place the life seeks to establish the
good, acceptable and perfect will of God in daily living.
What is demanded of the convert is a zealous, vibrant
active dependence and cooperation with Him in
ordering one’s life. We are never to be sluggish, but
rather imitators of them who through faith and patience
inherited the promises (Heb 6:10-12). Constant
watchfulness, hard effort and sacrifice are synonymous
with the term “agonize” or “strive” (Lk 13:24).
Disciples of Christ intend to be submissive to His will
in order that they might reach the heavenly goal.
Exercising is a biblical term which identifies strenuous
efforts as that of an athlete. Training the mind, heart,
soul and will to be in cooperation with the grace of God
leading to spiritual victory (1 Tim 4:7).

The universal experience of Christians testifies to the
indispensability of managing daily living in physical
and spiritual affairs (Prov 10:4; 22:29; 12:24; 21:5).
Putting first things first is manifested in the requirement
to manage all parts of the Christian’s life. It would be a
tragedy to spend years in physical exercise of the body
and no exercise of one’s spiritual inner being (2 Cor
4:16-18; 1 Tim 4:6-16). A paradox is that a worldly
sinner often has no regard for their spiritual wellbeing,
but will show diligence in pursuit of earthly wealth with
more industry than some disciples of Christ seek a
heavenly home. Neglect is not a purposeful life. Only
when diligence is applied to building a “Christians life”
will there be any results. The universe was planned and
administrated by an all-wise God. Building a spiritual
life must be planned and administrated with purpose
and desire. Spilling a chest full of printer’s type on
paper will not produce a “best seller”. The careful
consideration of words, sentences, paragraphs along
with purpose and design is the only way the book is
written. A structured life of a Christian is never
accidental. No one accidently becomes holy.
Commitment and devotion with a definite purpose
arrives at a worthy end.

A ship with a small rudder can be guided in the rough
and violent sea at the impulse of the helmsman (Jas 3:1-
13). Drifting into a ruined life is a sad response when so
much more could have been gained. Surrendering to the
currents of time, living without purpose can be
overcome by setting “the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus” as a worthy goal (Phil 3:13, 14). The most
dangerous threat to our spiritual life is not deliberate
actions or refusal but rather neglecting to look beyond.
The life of diligence in the development of a Christian
life is life of cognizance with the cause to be a holy
choice. Diligence in performing our duty is reasonable,
valuable and worthy of spiritual consideration. Our
determination will guide us to our destination.
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Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)
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The Scriptures give Christians a measurement for spiritual
productivity. Seeking to please God is a natural inclination of
obedience. Whatever is done in word or deed must pursue a
course of pleasing the Creator. Man was created in the image
of God and should personify His spiritual nature. A spiritual
nature is proven when our inward man (spiritual being) is
dominant and our outward man (temporal) is subservient (2
Corinthians 4:16-18). Upon being “born again” the child of
God has been created in “Christ Jesus for good works, which
afore were prepared that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).

Upon escaping worldly lust (2 Peter 1:3-11) and carnal
living (Romans 6:1-11; 8:1, 2) the Christian finds an
immediate warfare between flesh and spirit (Galatians 5:16-
23). Those who are to overcome the flesh must begin
instantaneously to produce “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians
5:22-23). The Lord illustrated in his parable of the “Empty
House” that a cleansed “tabernacle of God” (1 Corinthians
3:16-19; 6:19, 20) must be filled with fruit of the spirit or the
evil carnal actions which once inhabited it will return and the
latter end will be worse than the former (1 Peter 2:18-22).
Christians returning to the worldly ways put Christ to open
shame and crucify him afresh (Hebrews 6:1-5).

Themes used by Jesus and his Apostles were of
productive branches. Their teachings were that Jesus was the
vine and all faithful believers the branches. Test of
fruitfulness was the types of fruit produced (Mathew 7:15-23;
John 15:1-27; Romans 11:24). Christian character is
demonstrated by developing healthful, fruitful and spiritual
lives. When Christians apply and adapt into their lives virtue
they will neither be barren or unfruitful in the knowledge of
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:9-11).

Illustrative of how to develop spiritual lives is “…Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit” (John 15:1-16). “… and if the root is holy, so are
the branches. But if some of the branches were broken off,
and thou, being a wild olive, wast grafted in among them, and
didst become partaker with them of the root of the fatness of
the olive tree; glory not over the branches: but if thou gloriest,
it is not thou that bearest the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt
say then, Branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in.
Well; by their unbelief they were broken off, and thou
standest by thy faith. Be not highminded, but fear: for if God
spared not the natural branches, neither will he spare thee.
Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them
that fell, severity; but toward thee, God’s goodness, if thou
continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.
And they also, if they continue not in their unbelief, shall be
grafted in: for God is able to graft them in again. For if thou
wast cut out of that which is by nature a wild olive tree, and
wast grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree; how
much more shall these, which are the natural branches, be
grafted into their own olive tree” (Romans 11:17-24). Hence
we can measure our productivity in Christ by fruit of the
Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23).

A planned steady growth is the best means of reaching the
desired fruitfulness. Each should take the time to evaluate
fruitfulness and faithfulness. Fortify your life by deciding to
be a successful branch and avoid the unfruitful works of
darkness (Ephesians 5:3-14). Don Hatch

The Bible-Just A Book?

Usually treaties dealing with the Bible’s miracles, either for
or against them, will omit any reference to the Bible as a book
divine and a miracle within itself. The Bible gives accounts of
miracles and credits them to the Divine Creator and Sustainer.
Those who have brazenly sought to destroy the Bible and its
supernatural nature with destructive criticism have not been able
to weaken its authority or moral and spiritual value to mankind.
Who but an Omniscient and Omnipotent God could have
conceived and caused mankind to compose such a perfect and
divine library?

The miracle of inspiration and divine revelation is
unfathomable. We may never understand exactly how God
moved holy men to speak by the Holy Spirit but the effect is
astonishing (2 Pet 1:19-21). The divine inspiration of Scripture
was always an unvarying conviction of Christians until the
control of liberalism in the medium of communication.
Modernists have repudiated the infallibility of the Bible,
working havoc within “Christendom” and robbing much of the
note of certainty for their faith. The Bible, when considered to
be fallible, destroys the influence of Christianity. Critics would
like to make the “Sword of the Spirit” a blunt instrument thus
robbing it of power.

Men have never effectively been able to “gainsay” the Bible
and its inspiration. Bible inspiration embraces not only its
subject matter but also the very words in which it was
expressed, down to the minutest detail, so that as originally
written the Bible is wholly inspired (Matthew 5:18). This
volume of 66 books took about 1500 years to complete and has
survived for over 4 millenniums. Are there any books over 1000
years old which people today still read? It is said that of 50,000
books printed over a 300 year period, only 59 have remained in
reprinted form. After 5 years an ordinary book is reckoned
“dead”. Century after century the Bible increases in circulation.

Eminent, skeptical professors have humbly had to confess
the accuracy of truths found in the Bible after Archaeology has
confirmed many records. Excavations carried on in all Bible
lands by pick and shovel has proven many higher critics’
deductions to be false and the Bible true. The Bible does not set
itself up as a modern treaty on science, yet it has never been
proven wrong in any area of science.

The unity of making 66 books into a single volume is
striking evidence of its supernatural background. With over 300
fulfilled prophecies in the Old Testament about Jesus, 278
proven references repeated from the Old Testament, 100 partly
worded statements and 124 incidents mentioned that came to
pass, its integrity has never been successfully challenged.
Volumes could be written of the divine preservation of the Bible
through the centuries. Neither deeds of man nor devil have
destroyed it because, “the word of the Lord endureth forever.” It
has been burned publicly and death used as a penalty for owning
it, yet no effort to eradicate has ever succeeded.

The Bible is supernatural in it presentation, preservation and
power. No other book has influenced men and nations like the
Bible. It is set in the heart of mankind and works on the lives of
unbelievers creating faith within. No one has ever been able to
explain the transition in the heart of sinful mankind. Modernists
may try to weaken the Bible’s power, but it continues its
triumph in the hearts of millions as the world’s best seller No
scientific books of all ages has ever come close to its use. It has
been translated into 1000 languages or more. It goes everywhere
and touches souls. What manner of Book is this? Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

March 15, 2015
Front foyer: Robert & Betty

Ruckman
Back foyer: Dale & Katherine

Cox

March 22, 2015
Front foyer: Bill & Linda

Matthews
Back foyer: Glen Kelly & Donna

Davis

*****************

Sermon Titles

March 15, 2015
a.m: “Magnanimous”
Scripture: Titus 3:1-7
p.m: “Gary Workman’s Report”
Scripture: Acts 16:30-31

March 22, 2015
a.m: “The Acts, State and

Nature”
Scripture: Romans 6:15-23
p.m: “A Mother’s Reward”
Scripture: Exodus 2:5-10

*****************
Contribution Counters For

March

Bobby England & Mike Garrison

****************
Communion Preparation For

March

Dale & Katherine Cox

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, J.C.
and Dessie Ross, Don and
Margaret Lewis, Frances Tipton

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
Henry Seidmeyer has a bad cold
and the doctor has requested he
stay in out of the bad weather.

There are many others dealing
with short term health issues.
Please remember them in your
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Noma Myers – Northgate Plaza
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Special Requests:
If you have a Large Print New
Kings James Verison Bible that
you would like to donate – please
see Richard Renfro.

****************
LADIES

Ladies Class will be Tuesday
March 10th at 10:00 a.m. at the
Annex. We will be studying
about Bible Women.

*****************
39’ers

The 39’ers will meet Monday,
March 16th at 6:30 p.m. in the
Annex. Please bring food and
enjoy the wonderful fellowship.

LADIES
If you would like to help with the
gift bags for Ladies ½ Day –
please see Joann Hatch or bring
your items to the church office.

*****************
SYMPATHY

We extend our deepest sympathy
to the following families on the
loss of their family member this
past week: Doris Thompson, Pat
Bolger and Mary Owen. These
three individuals were friends of
the Garrison’s.

*****************
UP COMING EVENT

March 20-22, 2015
At

Birdville Church of Christ
3208 Carson Street

Haltom City, Texas 76117
(817) 838-9031

Topic: Evolution is Unscientific
by Dr. Jeff Miller

Friday night:
7:00 p.m. – Session I

Introduction & Theistic Evolution

Saturday:
9:30 a.m. – Session II

The Big Bang, Thermodynamics
& Causality

10:34 a.m. – Session III
Probability, Biogenesis &

Mutation

1:30 p.m. – Session IV
Evolution’s “Evidence” (Part 1)

Sunday:
9:00 a.m. – Session V

Evolutions “Evidence” (Part 2)

9:50 a.m. – Session VI
Why Be an Atheist?



3/16/15 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

3/17/15 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S

Kenny Mayer – 3/2
B.C. Fowler – 3/6
Xavier Kaiser – 3/6
Don Overturf* – 3/7
James Gilliam – 3/7
Vicki Askins – 3/8
Dana Hodgkins – 3/11
Jerry Baker – 3/18
Kay Overturf – 3/19
Carol Swinney – 3/25
Pansy Yankey – 3/30

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Don* & Kay Overturf – 3/12
Grady & B.C. Fowler – 3/17
Jerry & Beverly McKey – 3/24
Gary & Nadya Workman – 3/29

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Scot Allen:

(214)724-6400

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 3/15/15 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
 Dale Cox . Bobby England  Richard Renfro
 Scot Allen  Thomas Rathbun  John Mayer
 Mike Garrison  Toby Howard
 Robert Ruckman . Nathan Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Kent Conner  Samuel Henderson
 Don Herriage Titus 3:1-7

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Thomas Rathbun

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Henry Seidmeyer
 Bill Matthews
 John Mayer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Acts 16:30-31
 Robert Taylor

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 61 55 63 100
A.M. Worship 89 103 104 150
P.M. Worship 75 67 66 80
Wed. Class 69 20 60 85
Contribution $5066 $6623 $5606 $5098
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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