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Resurrection
Don Hatch

Resurrection as taught in the Bible is profound.
The death of Jesus Christ and His resurrection
was to be proof of His divinity (Rom 1:1-5).
Those claiming that Jesus died but did not return
to life must deal with the missing body. His death
is inescapable. He did not swoon and arise from
that. It is necessary to explain the empty tomb.
His body was touched following His resurrection.
His disciples testified to this. If it was untrue why
did His disciples willingly face all manner of
persecution for teaching His resurrection? Those
who claim Jesus’ body was stolen by the
Hebrews or Romans must answer why they did
not place His body on display to dispel the
teachings of the resurrection (Mat 28:11-15).
Such charges would have removed Jesus
influence and denied His apostles as witnesses.
The authorities continued to resist the apostles’
teachings (Acts 3 & 4). This theory is contrary to
the conversion of the Lord’s brothers and Saul of
Tarsus. How could they be so duped? Why did
Jesus appear to so many, appearing in His nail
torn and scarred body (1 Cor 15:1-10)? The
stolen body theory is fallacious and has no
support. The tomb was visited by disciples who
later saw Him. If Jesus’ body had still been in the
tomb all would have forsaken Him.

Jesus tomb was a busy place following His
resurrection. The harmonization of the accounts
by men and women gave final proof of Christ’s
bodily resurrection. The grave clothes and napkin
which remained are overwhelming obstacles to
the theory of Jesus being secretly moved to
another grave. The guards reported His
disappearance to the authorities. They had to be
given a cover story. Why if Jesus was not raised
from the dead? Grave robbing is not in keeping
with the moral character of the disciples (2 Pet
1:16).

For the hoax and lie about Jesus to persist the
apostles would have had to persevere in the
conspiracy to their death and die for that which
they knew was false. Purportedly some gave
testimony for money and wealth but to die for no
earthly gain is outrageous. None of the apostles
of Christ gained wealth and fame by preaching
His resurrection. It is unbelievable that the
disciples did not recant when faced with death,
dying for a lie. The resurrection was the center of
their faith (Rom 10:1-16; 2 Cor 11:22-33; Heb
11:32-40; Acts 2; 3; 4).

The appearances of Jesus to His disciples were
for a purpose. The disciples did not mistakenly

identify Jesus. They knew Him. They spent years learning
who Jesus was. There have been many attempts to explain
away the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.
All have failed. The attacks on the gospel account of
Jesus’ resurrection claim contradictions, order of events
which are unsuitable to confirm Jesus’ resurrection and
general difficulties that cannot be accepted. Nonetheless,
despite the difference a close scrutiny of the resurrection
accounts reveal a hidden harmony. It demonstrates how
independent witnesses are reliable. The discernable order
of the post resurrection events in the New Testament do
not conflict. There are no major consequences in
reconciling all data of the resurrection and the days after.

Paul defends the resurrection giving an official list that
includes only men. The courts would not allow women to
give testimony. Hence Paul cited men only. Women did
bear witness to the resurrection in private. Appearing to
women first is neither insurmountable nor inconsistent.
Mary Magdalene visited the tomb for a special reason. The
stone was rolled away giving rise to fear and she returned
to the apostles. Peter and John raced to the tomb finding
evidence of the resurrection.

Christ appeared to Paul. His appearance would not be
listed in the gospel accounts, but would provide proof of
the resurrection by singling out the 500 who saw Jesus
which is not listed in the gospel’s accounts. Paul had been
raised to believe in the resurrection as a Pharisee. His
proofs were Elijah who raised a young boy from the dead
(1 Kg 17:17-24). Elisha predicted the birth of a son to a
Shunammite woman. He later died and the prophet raised
him (2 Kg 4:32-37). A dead man was thrown into the tomb
of Elijah and was resurrected when his body touched the
prophet’s bones (2 Kg 13:21). Jesus Christ was the one
whom the prophets had spoken of because the New
Testament clearly states such was the case by giving
greater information on these passages and stating that it
was speaking of Jesus (Lk 1:70; Heb 1:1-5; Acts 3:22-26).

The crowning proof of Jesus’ divinity was His
resurrection. He was God in the flesh [Immanuel]. Christ
in the flesh is an important doctrine for Christianity. The
New Testament insists that He gave Himself as a sacrifice
for the sins of mankind. The New Testament is adamant
that Jesus rose in the same physical body of flesh and bone
in which He died. The evidence of this is His many
appearances to the disciples over a period of forty days in
the same beaten, nail-scarred and crucified body with its
riven side which was now immortal. His ascension was in
this same body. The twelve appearances to His disciples
vindicate His resurrection (Jn 20:10-18; 1 Cor 15:5; Jn
20:3-9; Mk 16:13; Lk 24:13-35; Lk 24:36-49; Jn 20:19-23;
Jn 20:24-31; Jn 211-5; Mat 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-, 16; 1
Cor 15:6; 1 Cor 15:7; Acts 1:1-10; 9:1-9).

The transformed disciples who had been scared and
skeptical becoming His witnesses is the wonderful story of
the beginning of the church of Christ. Jesus is risen!

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Every year, the Belt Line Road Church of Christ has proven
itself to be a generous group of Christians. "So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of
necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver." 2 Corinthians 9:7.
The elders are preparing the 2012 Budget and our deacons
will meet with the elders to discuss it next Sunday afternoon.
The budget will be presented shortly thereafter to the
congregation. "For which of you, intending to build a tower,
does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has
enough to finish it—." Luke 14:28. Belt Line is financially
stable and the elders plan to keep it that way, far into the
future with God's help. Your generosity is the reason for our
ability to help support twelve missionaries, spreading the
gospel in several different countries and in many languages.
"And He said to them, 'Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.'" Mark 16:15. We are blessed
with many who give what they can to fund special needs. I
am shocked as I view hundreds of internet websites of our
brotherhood and see many churches that have become so
inward that they do not support any foreign or domestic
mission fields. Many spend their funds on themselves in the
form of gymnasiums and fancy buildings. Then they make
the excuse that "we would do more mission work if we could
afford it." Billions of lost souls need the gospel and the
Church of Christ must share it with them or they will be lost.
Many of you contribute your money, your time and your
ability to help Mission Printing in its goal of "World
Evangelism by the Printed Page." Belt Line is well
represented by faithful and dedicated workers at our building
as well as at the Mission Printing facility. I ask you to pray
for Belt Line to be successful this year and also pray for
Mission Printing. “So teach us to number our days, that we
may gain a heart of wisdom.” Psalm 90:12. Belt Line has
been blessed with many talents, let us continue to utilize them
for the glory of God. “So he who had received five talents
came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more
talents besides them.’" Matthew 25:20.

Have a Happy New Year in the Lord. Richard L. Renfro

“But this I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also
bountifully. Let each man do according as he hath purposed in
his heart: not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound unto
you; that ye, having always all sufficiency in everything, may
abound unto every good work: as it is written, He hath
scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor; His righteousness
abideth forever. And he that supplieth seed to the sower and
bread for food, shall supply and multiply your seed for
sowing, and increase the fruits of your righteousness: ye being
enriched in everything unto all liberality, which worketh
through us thanksgiving to God. For the ministration of this
service not only filleth up the measure of the wants of the
saints, but aboundeth also through many thanksgivings unto
God; seeing that through the proving of you by this
ministration they glorify God…” (2 Cr 9:6-15).

Wisdom

“Praise ye Jehovah. I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my
whole heart, In the council of the upright, and in the
congregation. The works of Jehovah are great, Sought out of
all them that have pleasure therein. His work is honor and
majesty; And his righteousness endureth forever. He hath
made his wonderful works to be remembered: Jehovah is
gracious and merciful. He hath given food unto them that fear
him: He will ever be mindful of his covenant. He hath showed
his people the power of his works, In giving them the heritage
of the nations. The works of his hands are truth and justice;
All his precepts are sure. They are established forever and
ever; They are done in truth and uprightness. He hath sent
redemption unto his people; He hath commanded his covenant
for ever: Holy and reverend is his name. The fear of Jehovah
is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all
they that do his commandments: His praise endureth forever”
(Psm 111:1-10).

In religion the "wise man" is the one who gives great
attention to the things of God in the same manner that other
men give deliberation to worldly affairs (Luke 16:8). He is
famous. He does not have personal inspiration as a prophet, or
having arisen from a priestly school nor having been educated
as a scribe, but he has devoted his life to simply studying the
sacred writings. He has reached the right end by using the
right means. Predominantly he has used his mental processes,
centering them on seeking the will of God in all matters great
or small. Wisdom is derived by study and experience. It is at
its best in old age (Job 12:12; 15:10; Prov 16:31; Eccl 4:13).

The wise act astutely, prudently and respectfully in
considered spiritual guidelines. The wise seek to set forth the
divine measures for life and are fully aware of the culture
created by the divine [a house of God]. Intellectual power
without moral control is the fruit Adam and Eve ate of in the
Garden of Eden. Being distracted from holiness allows the
spiritually minded to be overwhelmed by a secular world. The
shrewdness of the world can only be combated by wisdom
from above (Jas 3:13-15). Wisdom surveys quickly and
broadly the events past and present making commendable
assessments and living worthy of God. The temperament of
the wise produces an exceptional and designed life seeking to
please God in all things considering the past and learning
from it. For it may well determine the course a wise person
takes. Wisely it is said, “Those who ignore history are bound
(or doomed) to repeat it". Being true to the will of God gives
glory to Him. The past personalizes how wisdom from above
was used or misused. Considering the lives of those in the
past will demonstrate how similar actions will affect the
present and future. True wisdom is a trusted and valid
attainment which centers itself on accomplishing God’s will.
It is worthy to note the passages in the Bible which cover all
aspects of social and religious life. Every department of life is
covered in characteristic concern for the opportunities to
achieve a particular end, chiefly in self government.

Ideally wisdom is when an individual, who serves God,
submits to the divine will and prudently endeavors to practice
that which is taught by study and observation of divine laws
with due respect resulting in spiritual honor. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
January 8, 2012
Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth
Garrison
Back foyer: J.C. & Dessie Ross

January 15, 2012
Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn
Renfro
Back foyer: Robert & Betty
Ruckman

*****************

Sermon Titles
January 8, 2012
a.m: “Fisher’s Of Men”
Scripture: Matt. 4:18-22
p.m: “The Begging”
Scripture: Exodus 2:1-4

January 15, 2012
a.m: “The God Of The Living”
Scripture: Matt. 17:1-8
p.m: “Acceptable Atonement”
Scripture: Lev. 1:1-5

*****************
Contribution Counters

John Mayer & Bobby England

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
MENS’ DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional
is suspended indefinitely.

*****************
NEWS OF THE SICK

.Melissa Allen is home recovering
from successful surgery on
December 21st.

.Robert & Cathy Taylor’s great
grandson, Austin Taylor is showing
improvement. He is still in
Children’s Hospital and may get
out of ICU soon and into his own
room. Please keep this family in
your prayers.
.Hank Henry is scheduled for
surgery on Monday, January 9th at
11 a.m. at Baylor Irving.
.Billie Gilliam started radiation
treatments several weeks ago.
.Laquita Baker has started her
chemo and radiation treatments and
is not feeling well. Please keep her
in your prayers.
.Bobby Garrett’s dad, Wayne is
still in ICU at Methodist Hospital.
Please keep this family in your
prayers.
.J.C. and Dessie Ross are both ill
at home. They have requested no
visitors at this time.
.Carol Swinney is in Baylor,
Irving, room #473. They are
running tests on her at this time.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will resume on
Tuesday, January 10th. They will
be going to Brown Trail on that
day. Please meet at the annex at
9:15 a.m. to carpool over there.

*****************
LADIES

We had a good response for the
Ladies ½ Day T-Shirts. They are
on order.

*****************
LITERATURE

There are new issues of the
following: Gospel Minutes, The
Spiritual Sword, and Christian
Courier. The copies are in the
foyer as well as at the back door.
Be sure to pick up a copy as they
have some very good information
in them.

ADULT CLASS
The Adult Sunday Morning class
that meets in the auditorium is
studying the book of Romans.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam,

Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Serena Hatch
Jacob, Letitia Beverly, Hank
Henry, Elsie Nanney, Virginia
Stull, Ralene Ruyle.

*****************
ADULT CLASS

Jerry McKey’s Sunday Morning
class started a new study in I Thes.
on December 25th.

*****************
SYMPATHY

.Opal Stark passed away last week.

.John Mayer’s Uncle Caryl
Wobig passed away Sunday
Morning. Services are pending.
.Beverly McKey’s Aunt, Pearl
Dubose passed away on December
27th in Florida.
.Cathy Taylor’s brother, Nick
Nickleson passed away on
December 22nd.

*****************
Congratulations

Roberta Price’s sister, Vi and her
husband Curtis Dumas were
married 55 years ago on
December 24th here at the Beltline
Church building.

*****************
RESPONSE

Alyscia Morante was baptized at
the church last Wednesday
afternoon. Her address is: 2308
Chandelle Dr., Irving, Tx. 75060.
Phone no. is: 469-867-1535



1/10 – Ladies Class going to Brown
Trail – meet at annex at 9:15 am

UPCOMING JAN. BIRTHDAY’S
Don Hancock – 1/1
Ken Lee – 1/2/
Linda Head – 1/3
Scot Allen – 1/3
Debra Alonzo – 1/4
Marion Grantham – 1/8
Gladys Barnes – 1/9
Helen Thomas – 1/10
Fay Yeldell – 1/11
Bobby Bowen – 1/11
Don Lewis – 1/16
Carolyn Montgomery – 1/24
Lautricia Williams – 1/25
Marvin Brown – 1/25
Jessica Alonzo – 1/28
Dorris Walker – 1/29
Serena Jacobs – 1/30
Judy Odom – 1/31
Harold Keller – 1/31

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Bobby & Mary Bowen – 1/11
Marion & Jerry Grantham – 1/28

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 1/8/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
Purman Cofer  J.C. Ross  John Mayer
Don Herriage Robert Taylor  Leo Townsend
Dorris Walker Max Melton
Denzil Myers Brent Howard A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Garrison  Jerry Baker
Clifford Yeldell Matt. 4:18-22

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Bill Matthews

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Thomas Rathbun
Glen Kelly
Robert Ruckman P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Scot Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Exodus 2:1-4
Glen Kelly
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 70 65 77 100
A.M. Worship 134 111 138 150
P.M. Worship 44 70 72 75
Wed. Class 79 67 77 75
Ladies Bible Class n/a n/a 0 25
Contribution $4005 $6270 $4932 $5553

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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