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An Authentic Church of Christ
Don Hatch

Ruled by an ecclesiastical form of
government which denies Jesus Christ as king,
ignores the Bible teachings of the monarchal
oversight of the Lord and has caused a serious
disrespect for the holiness of Christianity (Rev
1:6-19; 19:16; Col 1:13). Synods, councils,
general assemblies, presbyteries all are
delegations of men legislating rules, laws,
being governed by ecclesiasticisms. The power
to change any law set forth in the Bible has
never been granted to any uninspired men.
Christianity spread initially from Jerusalem
throughout the Near East into numbers of
countries. In the 4th century it was adopted as a
“state religion” in the Roman Empire by
Constantine, 323-380 AD. It became
widespread in Europe in the Middle Ages and
expanded throughout the world during
Europe's Age of Exploration becoming the
world’s largest religion. Throughout its history,
Christianity has weathered persecution,
schisms, world rulers seeking to govern it and
making it a “state religion” [denomination]. In
spite of theological disputes that have resulted
in many distinctions, the true church of Christ
is found only in the New Testament. All God
needs to have the church of Christ flourish is a
willing heart which will obey and the Bible.
The church cannot die or be destroyed as long
as the Bible [which will never be destroyed]
remains. Any change of government of the
church results in a devastating alteration of the
church. Any man or groups of men who
assume authority to change the government of
the church are in rebellion against the King, the
supreme authority of the church of Christ.

One alteration in any small law leads to a
different organization and ultimately changes
which dethrone Christ as the rightful divine
ruler and law giver. Jesus has never abdicated
His throne. Abdication means disowning,
renouncing and declaring that a kingdom does
not belong to the king. It means renouncing
and withdrawing from the supreme office and
therefore the former king has no power to
establish or maintain laws. Inaugurating any
change in government dispossesses Christ as
the only king of the kingdom [church of Christ]
and surrenders rulership to human authorities.
If Christ is not the head of the body and
supreme ruler over the kingdom there is no
Kingdom of God. God put all things in

subjection under Christ’s feet and gave Him to be head
over all things to the church (Eph 1:22, 23, Col 1:18;
Mat 28:18-20). Christ has all authority; therefore man
has none!

Christ promised His apostles that the Holy Spirit
would guide them into all things, bring to remembrance
all things that testify of Christ Jesus (Jn 14:26; 15:26,
27). For man to assume any authority and pass laws or
change the government of the church is an insult to the
King. After the New Testament was completed no man
has the right to change one “jot or tittle” (Mat 5:17-20).
The Bible has once and for all been given and saints are
to maintain its integrity and purity.

The church of Christ uses a time honored biblical
form of “locally autonomous” government. Each
congregation is “self-ruled” [autonomous]. Each have
men called Elders [Presbyters, Bishops, Shepherds,
Overseers, words which describe the same men and
their respective participation in a local congregation
Acts 20:17-35; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Tit 1:5-9; 1 Pet 5:1-11].
All congregations in the first century were governed in
this manner. All congregations had the same head,
foundation and mission. No government was larger or
smaller than a local congregation. If one became
corrupted and affected by evil practices it would not
spread to any other under this form of government. The
independence of a local congregation was protected and
remained integrous [full of integrity].

Unchristian aspiration for ecclesiastical lordship,
when realized profoundly corrupts the church of Christ.
History records great departures from the truth in such a
system of church government. Laws and regulations
adopted by leadership that are filled with rites, rituals
and customs are extraneous to the Bible.
Ceremonies and traditions are founded upon what is
called “cannon law” [changeable circumstances derived
from formal authority and proliferation from an office
established by man]. Such actions have been adopted
by men in order to accomplish what became “cannon
law”. Over time such were supplemented by
“decretals” which were formed as a response to doubts
and problems. These decretals became decisions that
were final. Thus, man had spoken and the case was
closed. Christ was again supplanted and ignored.

The organization of the church should be unique and
biblical. It is simple, but it is the divine plan. Each
attempt to improve on God’s plan will result in
apostasy. Men and women are uniquely given roles to
perform. Mankind cannot rewrite the Bible to
accommodate modernists. God’s wisdom is seen in the
church of Christ (1 Cor 12:18-25; 2:1-15). Choosing the
right church government will effect eternity.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

During this month, when we celebrate a time of
Thanksgiving, most all of the congregation will be connecting
with family or friends. We all have precious memories of the
past, how we use to fellowship, and enjoy time spent with
each other during this Thanksgiving holiday period. Seems in
our hustle of less concern, and concentrating more on our
individual self image, we are missing out on some very
meaningful opportunities. For Christians, every day we live is
a day of Thanksgiving. We need to stop and count our
blessings on a daily basis. Our record of life continues on, and
all we do should be doing good as we have opportunity. "Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep His commandments: this is the whole duty of man. For
God shall bring every secret thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil” (EccI. 12:13, 14).

We are going to be judged by the words in the Bible and by
our works (Rev. 20:12). If we live a life of righteousness and
good works our names will be recorded in the book of life
(Luke 10:20). Those that live their life according to the
scriptures will be resurrected to eternal life (John 5:28-29;
Matt. 5:16).

Sometimes our departure from this life is very quickly, and
sometimes we have the opportunity to lend support and offer
many prayers. God's will is first and final. We must live our
lives as the early Christians did in the first century according
to the scriptures. We must make preparation for the wonderful
life to come. Obeying and living as the scriptures teach and
command us. (Read 2 Pet. 3:8-18) Being found faithful, we
will be able to enjoy a full life eternally blessed.

If we are not gathered with saints when we are physically able
we ought to do something about it. The whole congregation is
not complete without everyone present that could be. Hope to
see you soon gathered with saints that miss you very much!

Please continue to pray for our sick & shut-ins, and have a
great week serving God! Dean Webb

Book of Life

“…the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the

book of life” (Phil 4:3). “…I will not erase his name from the

book of life” (Rev 3:5).” “…all who dwell on the earth will

worship him (the beast), everyone whose name has not been

written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of

the Lamb who has been slain” (Rev 13:8). “…and those who

dwell on the earth will wonder, whose name has not been

written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,

when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come”

(Rev 17:8). “…and I saw the dead, the great and the small,

standing before the throne, and books were opened; and

another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the

dead were judged from the things which were written in the

books, according to their deeds” (Rev 20:12 ). “…and if

anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he

was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev 20:15).

Defending Against The Lurking Foe!

Being alienated or a stranger to God because of sin is
frequently discussed in the Bible (Psm 58:3; Heb 11:34; Col
1:21; Eph 2:12). These speak of all being “estranged”, (alien
or alienated) from God by reason of sin. The words alien or
alienate (Greek – allotrios and apallotriov) mean “belonging
to another, a foreigner, not of one’s own family or an enemy”.
This condition demonstrates being alien from a national
heritage, life with God and God himself. Thus, the word
“alien” becomes synonymous with being “a stranger”. It is
indicative of having no privileges in the country where one is
sojourning and is rendered “to be shut out of fellowship or
from having any intimacy or “personal relationship”.

God was perfectly made known through Christ. Jesus
manifested the image of God while living in the flesh (Jn 1:1-
7; Mat 1:18-20; Heb 1:1-5; 4:14-16). Christ’s self-sacrifice
pleased not himself, but “Him who sent” (Mat 17:5). The
pleasing is additionally explained as “walking as He walked”.
An example is “Enoch walked with God” (Gen 5:22; Heb
11:5). Godly service sets aside one’s own interests (Rom 15:1;
1 Cor 10:32, 33; 1 Thes 2:40). The idea is to “prove one’s self
useful to the common good of others” (commonwealth).
Thus, there is an inward joy remaining with the giver after the
endowment is given. Power in the Christian life is living
victoriously in Christ (Phil 4:13).

Being alienated from life with God is to have no likeness to
God. The loss of kinship between Father and child is due to
an enmity of the alien towards God (Rom 8:7). There can be
no fellowship with darkness and light (1 Jn 1:1-10; 2 Cor
6:14-7:2). The citizen of the kingdom of light can have no
fellowship with darkness (Eph 5:3-14). Where faithlessness to
Christ is exposed there is no relationship with the Father.
Carnal minds cause enmity with God. Without holiness no
man can see God.

The cause of alienation is ignorance. It is a willful disregard
of God. God made it clear that man can perceive His
everlasting power and divinity because these have been
manifested from the foundation of the world, leaving man
without excuse (Rom 1:18-20).

The cure for “alienation” is being in Christ, allowing His
blood to bring us “nigh unto the Father” (Gal 3:27; Eph 1:3;
2:13). Christ made peace for all men. Men must, through
obedient faith, want the enmity abolished in order to be
created into one new man in Christ (Eph 2:11-18). Those
reconciled to God through the cross of Christ are neither
aliens nor strangers but fellow-citizens with the saints and of
the household of God. The propitious act of Jesus as the
“Lamb of God” allows the faithful to be called “sons and
daughter of God” (2 Cor 6:18).

In submissiveness to the will of God the alien sinner
becomes a fellow-heir and fellow-partaker of the promise in
Christ (Eph 3:1-13). Here we are meandering pilgrims, but the
Lord is our defender against the lurking foe and antagonist.
His assurance blesses and comforts all our longing souls
[“Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims” Isaac Carman,
William Perkins] (1Pet 2:11, 12; Heb13:5).

Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
November 11, 2012
Front foyer: Dale & Katherine
Cox
Back foyer: Don & Anne Herriage

November 18, 2012
Front foyer: Janice Daniel &
Roberta Price
Back foyer: Carol Swinney & Fay
Yeldell

*****************

Sermon Titles
November 11, 2012
a.m: “High Priest Of Our
Confession”
Scripture: Heb. 5:1-10
p.m: “A Ruler Shall Come”
Scripture: Micah 5:1-6

November 18, 2012
a.m: “Who Is Wise?”
Scripture: James 3:13-18
p.m: “Who Shall Stand?”
Scripture: Nahum 1:2-8

*****************
Contribution Counters For

November

Mike Batot & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

November

Marion & Jerry Grantham

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING CLASS

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.
Come and learn some new songs.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna
Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Frances
LaFerney, Jan Smithson, Maxine
Prude, Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney,
Laquita Baker, Roy & Helen Thomas,
Marion Grantham, Carolyn Renfro,
Tim Fowler, Marietta Houser, Thomas
West, Mary Walker, Nancy Pond,
Billie Myers, Shelia Martin, James
Brown, Vern Daniel, Andrew
Waldrum

*****************

Those In Need Of Prayer

.Janice Daniel’s son Vern Daniel
was released from the hospital last
Monday. He will have to be in
rehab as an outpatient for two
weeks.
.Katherine Cox had foot surgery
last Wednesday.
.Billie Myers’s twin sister Oma
Ray is in the hospital
.Mike & Elizabeth Garrison’s
daughter Gail Hieronymus is
home from the hospital. She will
have to be on oxygen all of the
time.
.Carol Partridge will have an
angiogram in November, after that
test she will have open heart
surgery.
.Roberta Price had cataract
surgery Thursday.
.Donna Davis is ill at home.
.Lauren Roses will have a
surgical biopsy on Tuesday,
November 6th to diagnose a
problem with her lungs. She will
be at Plano Heart Hospital in
Plano for a few days. Please keep
her in your prayers.
.Charlene Carroll is having
issues with her heart. She will see
her doctor on Tuesday, Nov. 6th.

.Please remember our chemo
patients: Marion Grantham,

Billie Gilliam, and Carolyn
Renfro.

*****************
LADIES BIBLE CLASS

Ladies Bible Class will be taught by
Ilene Ashworth on Tuesday,
November 13th, at 10:00 a.m. Her
lesson will be on “Christians Can
Fall From Grace”.

*****************
LADIES ½ Day

Laura Jenkins will be the
speaker at the Ladies ½ Day on
April 27, 2013. Her lesson will be
“What Jesus Did To Elevate
Women”. Please make plans to
come and bring your friends.

*****************
39er’s

Change in date: the 39er’s will
meet on Monday November 12th,
this month at 6:30 p.m. in the
annex due to Thanksgiving.
Please bring food and enjoy
wonderful fellowship.

*****************
THANK YOU

A special Thank You is extended
to all who worked hard making
the Solo Sisters luncheon a big
success last Saturday. It was well
attended and enjoyed by all.

*****************
LADIES

Stitcher’s please pick up your
bears and return them by
November 18th so they can be
stuffed.

*****************
RESPONSE

Arlene Smith was baptized on
Sunday. Her address is:
2823 N. Shiloh Rd., Apt. #231
Garland, Tx. 73044
Phone: 469-226-5662



11/13/12 – Ladies Class – 10 a.m.

UPCOMING NOV. BIRTHDAY’S

Julie Roses – 11/5
Frances LaFerney – 11/7
Bill Matthews – 11/8
Charlene Carroll – 11/10
Doris Selby – 11/13
Gary Workman – 11/14
James Brown – 11/14
Nancy Pond – 11/15
Nathan Allen – 11/17
Katherine Davis – 11/17
Lyda McAlister – 11/23

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES

Mike & Elizabeth Garrison – 11/12
Don & Margaret Lewis – 11/23
Ken & Carol Lee – 11/25

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 11/11/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
Dale Cox Bill Paschall  Mike Batot
Thomas Rathbun J.C. Ross  James Gilliam
Nathan Allen Robert Taylor
Kenny Mayer Scot Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer  Mike Batot
Dorris Walker Hebrews 5:1-10

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Don Herriage

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Darrell Allen
Mike Batot
John Mayer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Bill Paschall
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Micah 5:1-6
Glen Kelly

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 90 84 79 100
A.M. Worship 162 148 147 150
P.M. Worship 77 79 69 80
Wed. Class 83 73 78 85
Ladies Bible Class 23 0 23 25
Contribution $3973 $7334 $5211 $5470

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. - Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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