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Be Ye Strong In The Lord
Don Hatch

Spiritual and moral application of Bible
truths requires self-control. Self-control is a
temperament designed to allow an individual
to curb their own unwarranted desires. Self-
mastery means that one is strong, stout and
controls appetites through mental and moral
will-power. It is obvious that there must be
teachings in Christianity which fortify the
inner man in order to be stronger than the
outer man (2 Cor 4:16-18). The Bible
contrasts lasciviousness with self-control
(Gal 5:16-24). Mastery of sensual appetites
is an arduous task which takes a life time of
effort. Moral courage and true knowledge of
Christian discipline causes the servant of
God to seek help in times of need. God does
not tempt mankind, it is mankind who is
drawn away by their own lusts and entices
(Jas 1:12-18). False knowledge allows greed
and avarice to control rather than the will
and design of God (Eph 1:15-22).

Prayers must arise from Christians that
God will grant them eyes that see, ears that
hear and minds that can ponder the riches of
glory and hope of the inheritance for saints.
The fullness of self-control implies that the
genuine mastery of self is not only the
proclivity to control the body but also the
mind and all desires found in life. One
would be impoverished if the range of will-
power did not include genuine mastery of
self and the propensity of the body being
under control and the mind guarded from
ideas which are vulgar and evil. The
perfection of body and mind will center on
the Master allowing Him to have control
which does not refute the free will of an
individual. It affirms that we must have the
mind of Christ as our spiritual, moral and
physical beacon. Christ purchased the
Christian and redeems the inner man (Acts
20:28; 1 Cor 6:19. 20). The whole being
belongs to Christ by right of redemption. It
would be impossible for the Christians to
offer “self” as a living sacrifice if they were
not fashioned according to the
transformation and renewing of the mind to
prove the acceptable will of God (Rom 12:1-
5). The surrender to God of the mind, soul

and strength must be complete. The Christian does
not belong to himself, but rather as a redeemed
individual there has been a full surrender to the
Father through Christ. Because of this surrender the
Christian is aware that the will of the Lord is needful
and there must be honor given to God for such a gift
as grace (Eph 2:1-11).

Christians strive to keep the body healthy
recognizing that it must be used for the Lord (2 Cor
5:5). The principle of giving to the Lord our all and
Him allowing us to follow various venues while in
this world is known as “freewill”. Since we are not
our own, but the Lord’s each should want to take
care of what has been allowed us wherein we are to
be good stewards (1 Pet 4:9-11). Living for Christ
allows Him to work through our full surrender.
Egotism no longer has a place in the Christian.
Christians live for Christ knowing it would be
unthinkable to nullify, minimize of deliberately
oppose Him in any manner of life. Christians live for
Christ to work wholesomely and righteously His
will. Self-control contemplates the physical and
mental wellbeing needful to fulfill the will of God
(Phil 3:11-16). Each stretches forward towards the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Each controls the
mind and walks by the rule of God. The life of a
Christian is sacrificial to God. Giving the entire life
to God states that it belongs to the Lord for His
service.

Christians allow Christ to work through them. It is
unimaginable that a Christian surrenders to
temptations without a struggle, prayers and
manifesting self-control. The help in a Christian’s
life is from the Lord Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, fellow
saints and the Father. The Christian’s goal is not to
please himself, but rather the Master who owns him
(1 Thes 2:4; 4:1; 2 Tim 2:4). Striving to reach the
heavenly goal is running the race (2 Tim 4:1-15; 1
Cor 9:24-26). Seeking earthly laurels and winning
the race as athletic takes hours of training. Christians
are seeking an incorruptible crown from the Lord and
they must spend time in mastering themselves to win
such a laurel. The crown for a Christian is infinitely
more important than anything offered by the world
and the fullest self-control is indispensible. The
striking figure of “buffeting the body” brings self-
seeking under control (2 Cor 11:20). “Then said Jesus
unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me” (Mat 16:24). Self-control!

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

The Belt Line elders are very proud of our ladies and their
successful efforts in the Ladies ½ Day this past Saturday.
They brought the fellowship and teachings of Christ to many
ladies of the area. Soul winning is at the core of this effort and
hopefully there are some ladies who will carefully consider
their relationship with God. We are thankful to Beverly
McKey and her ability to teach these ladies about truly being
saved and living faithful lives as Christians. May God bless
them everyone to do His will. Our thanks also go to all who
helped make this a successful event for our congregation and
for the glory of God.

The Virtuous Wife
10 Who can find a virtuous wife?
For her worth is far above rubies.

11 The heart of her husband safely trusts her;
So he will have no lack of gain.

12 She does him good and not evil
All the days of her life.

13 She seeks wool and flax,
And willingly works with her hands.

14 She is like the merchant ships,
She brings her food from afar.

15 She also rises while it is yet night,
And provides food for her household,
And a portion for her maidservants.
16 She considers a field and buys it;

From her profits she plants a vineyard.
17 She girds herself with strength,

And strengthens her arms.
18 She perceives that her merchandise is good,

And her lamp does not go out by night.
19 She stretches out her hands to the distaff,

And her hand holds the spindle.
20 She extends her hand to the poor,

Yes, she reaches out her hands to the needy.
21 She is not afraid of snow for her household,
For all her household is clothed with scarlet.

22 She makes tapestry for herself;
Her clothing is fine linen and purple.
23 Her husband is known in the gates,

When he sits among the elders of the land.
24 She makes linen garments and sells them,

And supplies sashes for the merchants.
25 Strength and honor are her clothing;

She shall rejoice in time to come.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,

And on her tongue is the law of kindness.
27 She watches over the ways of her household,

And does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children rise up and call her blessed;

Her husband also, and he praises her:
29 “Many daughters have done well,

But you excel them all.”
30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing,

But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.
31 Give her of the fruit of her hands,

And let her own works praise her in the gates. Richard Renfro

Proverbs- Durable Wealth

Proverbs consists of 915 verses in the Masoritic (Hebrew) text
and is a cornerstone of the three poetic books (Psalms, Job and
Proverbs). These three books are distinguished by a system of
punctuation differing from all other Old Testament books. The
Hebrew title “Mishle” signified proverbs, parables, riddles,
satirical poems and the likes (1 Samuel 10:12; Ezekiel 17:25;
18:2, 3; Isaiah 14:4). The proverb was often written in two
balanced halves, yet some had subtleties where there were three
or more parts to the proverb. Thus, they present what is called
parallelism and rhythm. The collection of wise sayings includes
trimeter, epigrams, antithetical (opposites), tetrameter and other
forms.

The Book of Proverbs opens with a long introduction, “The
Proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel...” and
states the purpose of the book. It is, however, understood that not
all of the proverbs in the book are from the pen of Solomon, but
he is the compiler. In various parts the author greets the reader as
“my son”, characterizing a teacher or instructor who admonishes
in the name of wisdom. What is made clear from the content of
the book is that as the wise look for salvation or success in godly
living, the fool does the contrary. Wisdom from God brings into
one’s life reverential awe of God.

God’s wisdom is stated to have been before the world began
and was present with Him in creation (chapter 7). Readers are
warned against sin and given rules for guidance in practical
affairs where God will attend them in love and righteousness. The
morality taught in the book of Proverbs is on the highest level.

Wisdom is personified denoting that man proposes but God
disposes. There is practical daily life, right receiving an ultimate
reward and teachings that each should lay hold on godliness for
godlessness leads to ruin. The contents are friendly, patient, and
sympathetic with humility opposing pride. Emphasis is made on
benevolent attitudes and trust in God from whom all blessings
flow. The basis of the book is genuine religious living. Proverbs
is based upon the Covenant and Decalogue (10 Commandments)
being the natural law for people and rulers. Proverbs deals with
life, death, danger, sickness, fidelity and analyzes all affairs
between God and man. Exhortation is towards rectitude (virtue),
kindness, warning against indulgences, unchaste behavior in
business and society. Wisdom is emphasized in right speech,
conduct and actions in times of crisis, scorning folly, thus forming
principles to be used for a life time.

The conclusion is that Proverbs describes our absolute
dependency upon God and gives a means for molding one’s
thoughts which will ultimately control life in godliness.

A sequel to the Book of Proverbs is found in the New
Testament. “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him
show by his good life his works in meekness of wisdom…”
(James 3:13-18).

Wisdom fundamentally implies a “holding fast” or “fastening
oneself to” the capacities and skillful applications of Divine
wisdom. Wisdom is a good counselor, judge and constant
defender against folly. “Give diligence to present thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
handling aright the word of truth…’” (2 Timothy 2:15). “Now
these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, examining the
scriptures daily, whether these things were so…” (Acts 17:11).
Seek after God’s wisdom for IT IS “Durable Wealth” D. Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

May 3, 2015
Front foyer: Dale & Katherine

Cox
Back foyer: Bill & Linda

Matthews

May 10, 2015
Front foyer: Bobby & Brenda

England
Back foyer: Walt LaHaye &

Myrtle Wade

*****************

Sermon Titles

May 3, 2015
a.m: “Divine Revelation”
Scripture: 2 Peter 1:12-16
p.m: “Great Day Coming”
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:1-10

May 10, 2015
a.m: “Predestination”
Scripture: Romans 8:29-30
p.m: “Miracles”
Scripture: Acts 2:22-24

*****************
Contribution Counters For

May

John Mayer & Thomas Rathbun

****************

Communion Preparation For
May

Mary Wise & Donna Davis

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, J.C.
and Dessie Ross, Joann Hatch,
Don and Margaret Lewis, Frances
Tipton

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
Mary Curtis has been ill and is
doing better.
Mary Martini had successful
surgery last Thursday and is now
at home.
Pansy Yankey fell last week and
is now home after being in the
hospital. No bones were broken.
Carolyn Renfro is not feeling
well.

There are many dealing with short
term health issues. Please
remember them in your prayers.

Hospital:
Alex Perry’s father is in the
hospital in Alabama for carbon
monoxide poisoning after his
home caught fire.

Rehab:
Tom Prince has been moved to
the Villages Rehab Center on
MacArthur Blvd. He is in room
#308.

Upcoming Procedures:
Linda Matthews will be starting
Chemo therapy treatments this
week. It is not for cancer.

Nursing Home:
Noma Myers – Northgate Plaza
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Special Request:
Linda Hogan’s daughter Cara is
under Hospice care and is very
critical. Please keep this family in
your prayers. If you would like to
send Linda a card, her address is:

4027 Block Drive, Apt. #1190
Irving, Texas 75038

*****************
Ladies ½ Day on Saturday was a
great success. A special Thank
You to all who participated in
making it a success.

If you would like a CD of the
lesson that was presented, please
see Bill Matthews and he will be
glad to give you one.

*****************
UPCOMING MEETINGS

May 1st – 3rd

Northwest Church of Christ
Fort Worth, Texas

Topic: Creation vs Evolution
Speaker: Kyle Butt

*****************
SUMMER CAMP

Bangs, Texas

Jr. Camp – June 28th – July 2nd

Senior Camp – July 19th – 24th

Registration forms will be
passed out Wednesday night for
those wanting to go to camp this
year. They need to be filled out
and returned no later than
Sunday May 3rd if you plan on
going this year. We have to fax
the forms on Monday May 4th so
that space will be reserved for our
students wanting to go.

*****************
There is a Thank You Note on
the bulletin board from Bobby &
Sissy Allen thanking us for our
cards, prayers and support.



APRIL BIRTHDAY’S

Glen Kelly – 4/1
Mary Wise – 4/2
Jerry Grantham – 4/2
Joann Hatch – 4/2
Sabrina Howard – 4/3
Vern Lundquist – 4/6
Billy Beverly – 4/7
Sissy Allen – 4/12
Bobby Allen – 4/16
Henry Seidmeyer – 4/16
Nelda Bell Newton – 4/17
Tom Head* – 4/18
Roy Thomas – 4/19
Jeanene Heilman – 4/19
Alice Worthy – 4/20
Thomas Rathbun – 4/21
Mary Walker – 4/22
Don Hatch – 4/25
Faye West – 4/30

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Bobby & Sissy Allen – 4/18

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Scot Allen:

(214)724-6400

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 5/3/15 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Scot Allen . Bobby England  Henry Seidmeyer
 Glen Kelly  Toby Howard  John Mayer
 Dale Cox  Nathan Allen
 Walt LaHaye . Thomas Rathbun A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Samuel Henderson  Kent Conner
 Don Herriage 2 Peter 1:12-16

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Dale Cox

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Jerry McKey
 Nathan Allen
 Henry Seidmeyer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS 2 Cor. 5:1-10
 Darrell Allen

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry McKey  Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 63 60 62 100
A.M. Worship 90 92 104 150
P.M. Worship 75 50 66 80
Wed. Class 70 60 58 85
Contribution $4318 $4231 $5446 $5098

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Road - Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
(USPS 110820) published weekly except the
first 3 weeks of July and the last 2 weeks of
December at 1202 N. Belt Line Rd., Irving,
Texas 75061. Periodicals postage paid at
Irving, Texas.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
Belt Line Rd. Church of Christ, 1202 N. Belt
Line Rd., Irving, Texas 75061

THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Carlos Tario – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Daniel Garza – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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