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Historicity Of Acts Of The Apostles
Don Hatch

Historicity is the state or fact of being
historically authentic. The Bible is defined by
its accuracy on all points great or small. “Acts
Of The Apostles”, written by Luke is dotted
with authentic historical facts, people, places
and vital information that could only be
accumulated in the 1st century in which it was
written. Confidence in the historical statements
of the Bible depended upon the eyewitnesses
being contemporary to the events written about
in the Bible. The writings of Luke provide
powerful evidence of its accuracy. Luke uses
the “Christian Vocabulary” which defines it as
a book about Christianity. Christian
terminology used in Acts reflects early history
of Christianity. As a divinely inspired book it
precisely gives an inspired picture for mankind
to view the work of some of the Apostles at
work in the kingdom. It demonstrates the early
church being established and the teaching
spreading out to the world. It is a book of
patterns demonstrating the Holy Spirit’s
guidance of the church to follow the teachings
of God. Acts is fundamental in gaining an
understanding of the establishment and spread
of Christianity. Therefore, it is essential to the
work of God upon the earth.

Acts cannot be over emphasized in its
importance to the understanding of
Christianity. God bridges the end of the Old
Covenant and beginning of the New
Testament, manifesting the fulfillment of
Christ’s promises to establish a church and
become the King of a kingdom. Without Acts
there would be gaps in the history of the
church. It became the foundation and means to
demonstrate conversions. The issues of the
church, as she amalgamated Jews and Gentiles
into the body of Christ, are exposed. Acts
manifests the difficulties of converts in leaving
their past and becoming combined into a body
of believers who were unified. The courage
and dedication of the early members of the
church of Christ tempered the strength of
future generations.

The work of the Holy Spirit is fascinating.
Evidence of His influence is manifested
repeatedly in Acts. He is eternal (Heb 9:14),
omnipresent (Psm 139:7), omniscient (1 Cor
2:10), and omnipotent (Gen 1:1). He is called
God (Act 5:1-6). The confirmation the Holy

Spirit’s coming is in Acts 2. It was a fulfillment of a
prophecy (Joel 2). It confirmed the New Testament.
The promise of the Holy Spirit baptism (Mat 3:11; Lk
24:44-49; Acts 1:1-10) came as the Apostles remained
in Jerusalem. They received power to speak in
languages which they had never learned. Those who
received the Holy Spirit received power to perform
miracles. They alone could grant an ability to work
miracles (Acts 8:1-24). When the last Apostle died the
ability to pass on such gifts ended. It is evident that the
Apostles were unique. They were special witnesses
guided by the Holy Spirit in what to say and write (Jn
14:24-31; 16:1-24). God demonstrated that Jesus and
His Apostles were authentic by signs, wonders and
manifold gifts of the Spirit (Heb 2:1-5).

Acts has many conversions typical of how individuals
became Christians. They were added to a divinely
created body (Acts 2:47; Eph 1:22, 23). The Apostles
laid a foundation of Christ as the chief corner stone
(Acts 4:12). Christ was the foundation of the church
and the church was built upon the Apostles, prophets
and Christ (1 Cor 3:10; Eph 2:21, 22). The conversions
of Jews and Gentiles were based upon what they heard,
believed, their repentance, confession of Christ as the
Son of God and being baptized for the remission of
sins. Each conversion was unique. Some knew a great
deal about Christ and His church while others were
taught extensively the fundamentals of the faith.

Examples of conversions are seen in chapters 2; 8; 9;
10; 16; 22. Each conversion became living proof that
the inventions of man in later years are not divine.
There was no unity in diversity but rather unity in the
Spirit and oneness which should remain indivisible
(Eph 4:1-16). The early church was taught that one was
immersed in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins and thereafter would receive the seal
of the Holy Spirit as an earnest of their inheritance
(Acts 2:38, 39; 2 Cor 1:20-24; Eph 1:3-14). Bible
conversions always started with belief which came
from the word of the Lord (Rom 10:16, 17). The result
of conversion was that the individual became a member
of the church for which Jesus died (Acts 20:28).

First century Christians recognized that the church of
Christ belonged to Jesus. Upon being baptized an
individual became a member of Christ’s kingdom
wherein He was King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev
19:16). Individuals were translated out of darkness into
Christ’s kingdom (Col 1:9-23). The riches found in the
“Acts of the Apostles” have guarded and guided the
church throughout the centuries. It expresses the will of
God for mankind through the Holy Spirit, Apostles and
inspired writers. Respect for its authority is insisted
upon. It is correct and inerrant in all points.

Repent
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Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Things are going much better at Belt Line. Just this past week
two more precious souls were added to the Lord's Church.
Crystal Morris and Bobby Garrett were baptized into Christ
Thursday evening at the building. We welcome with open
arms these two new converts to the family at Belt Line. We
want to show them our appreciation as with all of our new
members in Christ. We have got to continue feeding everyone
the true Gospel. 2012 has been a very good year up to now.

The most frightening thing, and we have to contend with
everyday, in our society many people believe there are many
roads leading to salvation. They will argue, "What makes you
think your way is right? My way is just as good as your way."
With thousands of different so called religions claiming to
have the truth with different views on the subject of salvation
and being Christ like. What do the scriptures say and how
many ways are mentioned?

The Lord said the gate is small, the way is narrow, and there
are few people who will find it (Matt. 7:14). Now, for us to
get there we must enter by the narrow door, which means we
must live as Jesus gave us the example to live, in order to
obtain eternal life. Anyone who climbs up some other way is
like a thief and a robber (John 10:1). Jesus plainly tells us that
He is the door (John 10:9).

In the Scriptures (God's Word) there is only one body, one
Spirit, one Lord, one faith. one baptism, one God and Father
of all (Eph. 4:4-6). From what we have just referenced we can
see there is only one way to the Father and his Kingdom and
thus to receive eternal life (John 14:6). We must remember, it
is impossible for God to lie and no lie is of the truth (Heb.
6:18; 1 John 2:21).

We are going to be judged by the words in the Bible and by
their works (Rev. 20:12). If we live a life of righteousness and
good works our names will be recorded in the book of life
(Luke 10:20). Those that live their life according to the
scriptures will be resurrected to eternal life (John 5:28-29;
Matt. 5:16).

If we are not gathered with saints when we are physically able
we ought to re-thank our position. The whole congregation is
not complete without everyone present that could be. Hope to
see you soon gathered with saints that miss you very much!

Have a great week serving God! Pray for our sick & shut-in!

Dean Webb

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its
waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their
surging There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is
within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day.
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the
earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob
is our fortress. Come and see what the LORD has done, ...The
LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress”
(Psm 46:1-11).

Spirit Of America

The United States Constitution was designed to perpetuate a
society based upon Judeo-Christian principles. Any surrender
of these values endangers the spirit of our nation. The design
of those who founded our nation needs to be frequently
reemphasized. “We have no government armed with power
which is capable of contending with human passions
unbridled by morality and Religion. Our constitution was
made only for moral and religious people; it is wholly
inadequate to the government of any other” (John Adams).
“The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: that
it tied together in one indissoluble bond, the principle of civil
government with the principle of Christianity” (John Quincy
Adams). “It is impossible that a nation of infidels and
idolaters should be a nation of freemen. It is when a people
forget God that tyrants forge their chains. A vitiated state of
morals, a corrupt public conscience, are incompatible with
freedom” (Patrick Henry). “… the propitious smiles of heaven
cannot be expected on a nation that disregards eternal rules or
order and right, which heaven itself has ordained…” (George
Washington).

There is abundant evidence that Christian principles were
the foundation of America. Today America is drifted from her
biblical heritage. Her moral mooring is been severed. She is
speeding toward spiritual collapse. Ruination cannot be far
away when there is a cry for peace with evil and an end to
spiritual warfare with spiritual hosts of wickedness and
unfruitful worers of darkness. America must return to God.
Moral and spiritual issues must be addressed.

In the battle being fought for the souls of mankind and our
nation, “political correctness” is a false slogan. High moral
and spiritual values are being abandoned. Vilest moral
degradations are tolerated and offered a place in our
communities. Spiritual warfare is being manipulated by words
to accommodate “political correctness”. Old fashion words
like freedom, justice for all, purity, family and virtue are being
rendered invalid. There is an ongoing campaign to legalize sin
or “to eliminate sin as a word in our vocabulary”. Legalization
of illegal drugs is being called for, unnatural affections called
“alternative lifestyles” is on the rise, lasciviousness called
“adult entertainment” is prime time TV and what God called
immoral is adopted by New Age Religion.

There is an ever increasing clamor by a hedonistic society
to not want any divine restraints upon their sinful conduct.
Such pleasure driven people will call anyone who stands for
holiness the “Christian Right”, saying they want to impose
their morality on society. All laws are the imposition of
someone’s morality. How can biblical principles be false now
if America was based upon them?

The foundation of our precious freedom was based upon
God’s laws. Destroy the rule of law and there is no liberty.
Liberty unregulated by God is a society bent on self-
destruction and anarchy. The founders of this Republic
recognized that anyone who boldly stands for righteousness
will contrast political and ecclesiastical corruption. Moreover,
they acknowledged that our Republic could endure in freedom
as long as its people honored the Author of Liberty, revealed
in His holy word, the Bible. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
August 19, 2012
Front foyer: B.C. Fowler &
Myrtle Wade
Back foyer: Don & Anne
Herriage

August 26, 2012
Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn
Renfro
Back foyer: Robert & Cathy
Taylor

*****************

Sermon Titles
August 19, 2012
a.m: “Peace And Safety”
Scripture: l Thes. 5:1-11
p.m: “Righteousness Guardeth”
Scripture: Proverbs 13:1-6

August 26, 2012
a.m: “I Told You These Things”
Scripture: 2 Thes. 2:1-5
p.m: “A Sign”
Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-17

*****************
Contribution Counters For

August
Mike Batot & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

August
Robert & Cathy Taylor

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class has been
suspended for the summer. It will
be resumed in September.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna
Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Frances
LaFerney, Jan Smithson, Maxine
Prude, Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney,
Laquita Baker, Roy & Helen Thomas,
Marion Grantham, Carolyn Renfro,
Tim Fowler, Marietta Houser, Thomas
West

*****************
Those In Need Of Prayer

.Elsie Nanney broke her leg and
she has been moved to Avante.
.Thomas West is not doing well,
he has several health issues. His
family has asked for your prayers.
.Tim Fowler, son of Grady and
B.C. Fowler, is in ICU at
Parkland Hospital. The family
has asked for prayers.
.Roberta Price is having a
procedure done on her back on
Wednesday, August 8th.
.Nancy Pond is having problems
with her neck.
.Billie Myers is having a cat scan
today.

*****************
DFW SUMMER YOUTH

SERIES
The youth summer series will be
on Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m.
each week. On August 7, – we
will be going to Keller church of
Christ. Please contact Jerry and
Beverly McKey for further
information.

*****************
SUMMER SERIES

On Wednesday night, August 8th,
our guest speaker will be Kevin
Rhodes. His topic will be “Are
There Christian Ethics?” It will
be based on Titus 2:11-15.

The following Wednesday night,
August 15th, our guest speaker
will be Kenny Gardner.

ADDRESS CHANGE
.Elsie Nanney: Avante, 225 N.
Sowers Rd. Room # 304 Irving
75061
.Thomas West: 4311 Bretton Bay
Lane, Dallas 75287

*****************
GREEN CANS

Please turn in your filled green
coin cans no later than Sunday,
August 26th. They will be picked
up by Foster’s Home for Children.

*****************
. RESPONSES

.Crystal Morris, daughter of
Dana Hodgkins, was baptized
Thursday evening, August 2nd.
.Bobby Garrett, husband of
Tiffany Garrett, was also baptized
on Thursday evening, August 2nd.
.Pam Mathews came forward
requesting prayers as she is going
thru a very difficult time right
now.
.Brenda England came forward
asking for prayers.

*****************
Congratulations

Ty and Samantha Harvey
(former members) had a baby boy
on July 31, his name is Asher
Ryan Harvey and weighed 8 lbs.,
6 ozs. They live in South
Carolina. Great Grandmother is
Carol Swinney. Grandparents are
Richard and Janet Harvey
(former members).

*****************
Roland and Rose Mohsen, will
be with us next Sunday evening,
August 12th. After services we
will have finger foods in the
annex.

*****************
Bear stitcher’s please have them
completed by August 19th.



UPCOMING AUG. BIRTHDAY’S

Marjorie Bennett – 8/8
David Odom – 8/11
Kaitlyn Howard – 8/17
Dolores Ramsey – 8/18
Stacey Cook – 8/22
Charlotte Nigh – 8/22
Ann Smith – 8/26
Debi Gooden – 8/27
Melody Lundquist – 8/31

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES

Brent & Samantha Howard – 8/14
Derrol & Kelly Allen – 8/20
Leo & Carol Townsend – 8/21
Bill & Linda Matthews – 8/22
Jerry & Laquita Baker – 8/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 8/12/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
Mike Batot Bobby England  Darrell Allen
Scot Allen Brent Howard  Mike Garrison
Brandon Howard Roy Martin
Denzil Myers Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer  John Mayer
John Mayer l Thes. 2:13-16

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Glen Kelly
Thomas Rathbun
 Bill Paschall P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Clifford Yeldell
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Prov. 8:1-8
Bill Paschall
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 79 90 77 100
A.M. Worship 160 170 147 150
P.M. Worship 65 80 67 80
Wed. Class 78 86 78 85
Ladies Bible Class n/a n/a 19 25
Contribution $4686 $6813 $5263 $5470

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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