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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY
June 1, 2008
a.m. “Death Could Not Hold Him”

Scripture: Acts 2:29-36

p.m: “Advocate with the Father”
Scripture: 1 John 2:1-5

Accepting Jesus As Savior
Don Hatch

Jesus died to free mankind from sin (Heb 9:2; 1 Tim 1:12-15). He becomes a Savior for man
when He is accepted as the sacrifice on their behalf. Universal salvation is conditional. Man
must believe, repent of those things which separate him from God, confess Jesus Christ as the
Son of God and be baptized in His name for the remission of sins. No one comes to the Father
but through Christ (Jn 14:1-5). He who rejects Jesus rejects God the Father (Lk 10:16). It is
either obeying Jesus or remaining separated from the Father (Isa 59:1, 2). Only those
accountable souls who have accepted Jesus’ plan of salvation can expect to receive spiritual
blessings from Him (Eph 1:3-15). If there is another way to heaven Jesus falsified the matter
and the gospel scheme found in the Bible must be rejected as counterfeit because He said He
was the only way. Those who believe in the absolute integrity of the scriptures believe Jesus is
the only way to life everlasting. Tolerance of anything short of this is an abandonment of
biblical religious faith.

Today we are confronted significantly with what man must accept about Christ Jesus as
Savior. Acceptance of Jesus and a desire to have unending fellowship with God the Father,
because of Him, demands full surrender of the heart, soul and life of an individual (Matt 22:34-
40). It is inevitable that there are first principles demanded of the soul who wishes to live in
heaven (Heb 6:1-5). He who would be saved by Christ in heaven must first be added to Him
while upon the earth (Acts 2:47; 5:12-16; Eph 1:22, 23).

Emphasis is placed on salvation in the present and future. It is by God’s grace that men are
saved. It is based upon the merits of Jesus Christ. There is simply nothing man can do to earn
his salvation. To achieve salvation one must be obedient to the New Testament gospel (2
Thes 1:6-10). Salvation is a gift of God and anything man does is in accordance with the Lord’s
will. Divine grace and man’s faithful obedience equals salvation. Anyone who feels they have
earned salvation by their own merits or goodness cannot possibly believe in biblical salvation
(Rom 4:4).

Man is redeemed by the blood of Jesus (Eph 1:7). He has this blood applied to his life only
when in Christ (Eph 1:3; Gal 3:27). God’s kindness and love for man appeared in Christ
according to His rich mercy, wherein one is washed and renewed, having been justified by the
blood of Jesus (Tit 3:4-7). Man is bought with the price of Jesus’ blood (1 Pet 1:13-25). Those
who believe Jesus died on the cross of Calvary and was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father are willing to be baptized in order to crucify their old man (Rom 6:1-11; Gal 2:20).



Only in Jesus is the remission of sin proclaimed (Acts 4:12; 13:38, 39). When properly
understood we realize that God’s commandments are not arbitrary on what He requires of man
to achieve salvation in Christ Jesus. All look to Jesus as the perfect soul-offering and only
means of having sins remitted (Acts 2:38). Obedience is more than mental ascent. It is
obedience and faithfulness which equal salvation. Repentance is done in the name of Christ
(Lk 24:47; Acts 2:33). No one can possibly meet the prerequisites for salvation who has not
soberly renounced the practice of sin (Heb 10:26; Rom 6:1; 15-18). Sorrow over a sinful life,
sincerely desiring to change one’s mind and practice by forsaking evil ways constitutes
repentance.

Confessing that Jesus is the Son of God arises from faith in Him (Rom 10:1-15). One must
identify Christ as the risen Lord and verbally state that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (Acts
8:37; Matt 10:24-33). Every tongue will one day confess Jesus is Lord (Phil 2:11). Confession
of Jesus states that He is Lord (1 Jn 4:3-15). God exalted Jesus and at judgment every knee
will bow and every tongue will confess Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father (Phil 2:1-11).
Justifying faith is established on the foundation of the confession that Jesus is the Christ, Lord
and Savior. Mental ascent and refusing to be added to Christ is not salvation (Acts 2:38, 47).
Accepting Jesus as Christ means to be willing to obey His commandments (Jn 14:15; 15:10-
12; 1 Jn 3:22). The devil believes that Jesus is the Son of God but remains unsaved (Jas
2:19). Accepting Jesus into one’s heart requires more than advancement to agreement without
resolutions to soberly participate in whatsoever actions Jesus requires of individuals that they
might be added to His church.

Those who deny baptism as a part of salvation want faith alone to justify. Faith without
obedience does not equal justification. Obedience leads to being baptized so that the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ might be reenacted (Rom 6:1-11). There is no remission
of sin without being baptized in the name of Jesus and for remission of sin (Acts 2:38; 19:1-7).
Trusting and surrendering are all culminated in being baptized in Jesus’ name for remission of
sin (Act 22:16). The action of baptism is “immersion” of the penitent in water when he has
turned from sinning in repentance, confessed Jesus as Lord and therein reenacts the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus (Rom 6:1-11; Col 2:12; 1 Pet 3:2; 2 Tim 2:11, 12). Baptism is
inseparable from salvation, justification, sanctification and righteousness (1 Cor 1:1-2, 26-31).
Those who only give mental ascent to Jesus’ life-giving power but refuse to be baptized have
not completed their spiritual journey. Accepting Jesus as Savior requires full obedience to His
commandments. No case of conversion in the New Testament was complete short of being
baptized in Jesus’ name.

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
Many have read the latest report from Charlie and Mary DiPalma as they labor for the Lord in
India and Malaysia. The report is posted on the mission bulletin board in the foyer. Some have
asked about Charlie's eyes. Here is this latest email I have about his condition:



Dear Richard,

Thanks for the kind and encouraging words, brother!
Please express our greetings and love to Dennis and Beth. We appreciate your invitation for
us to stay with you also!

We are very grateful for your prayers with regard to my eyes! Here is an update.

We went to Singapore from 21-23 April. Prof Tan said that the right cornea (the old transplant)
is thickening, which is not good. He said that each time the graft starts rejecting, damage is
done to the cornea. The rejection process has started many times in the past several years,
including twice while we were in India this time and several times while in Malaysia before that.

So, Prof Tan wants to do everything possible to try to preclude further rejection episodes.
Thus, he has increased the steroid eye drops to three times per day and asked us to come
back on 20 May. One of the challenges with steroid drops is that they can increase the
pressure in the eye and cause glaucoma. Thus, the doctors have to check the pressure during
each visit.

If the situation continues to deteriorate, there is a procedure that Prof Tan can do to try to help.
It is not a full cornea transplant but a replacement of the old endothelium with a new one.

On the positive side, Prof Tan reported that the newer graft in the left eye is continuing to make
slow progress. Perhaps during the next visit, they will be able to prescribe a new lens for the
left eye that will improve my vision in that eye.

We are not allowing these things to hinder our work for the Lord! And we continue to trust fully
in Him to take care of us if we put Him first in our lives!

We love and pray for you two and all of the good brethren there!

In brotherly love, Charlie

Please pray for Charlie and Mary as they suffer many difficulties as they continue to spread the
gospel. Ask God to give Charlie better eyesight so that he can be effective in his efforts to
serve our Lord. His eyesight is of grave concern to his work for the Savior. I stayed a week
with this deeply religious couple who work diligently with the Ekklesia Bible College in
Kangayam, India. I found them to be totally dedicated to the Lord's work.

~ Richard L. Renfro

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008
Baptism

It is true that the Apostles preached many sermons and never entitled one “Baptism”. This has
led some to believe there is no importance placed on baptism. This conclusion is unwarranted



because in the New Testament no one ever preached about Jesus without emphasizing
baptism.

Baptism is unique. It is in every New Testament case of conversion. Faith, repentance,
confession of Christ’s divinity and faithfulness are important. They are not mentioned in every
passage of conversion. It is inferred that such are first principles of salvation to be followed.

God gives baptism a prominent role in the New Testament. Jesus has all authority in heaven
and earth. He commanded that baptism be practiced (Mat 28:18-20; Mk 16:15, 16). This act
shows a contrast between those who have obeyed with those who have not. It is unique
because if done properly it need only to be done once. Immersion in water is actually in
compliance with God’s word.

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the May 30, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News

Who Is My Elder Brother?
My conscience tells me that I am a sinner. Yours tells you the same thing. In the Bible we read,
“…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 4:23).

Man’s struggle is to find a way to get rid of that feeling of guilt. Religions have asked all sorts of
things in penance: animal sacrifices, money offerings, sacrifices of hair, food, flowers – even
human life has sometimes been required as people have struggled for forgiveness.

The Bible teaches, though, that there is forgiveness only as we obey God by being born into
His Family: “…unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”
(John 3:5). “Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ” (Galatians 4:7). Through the new spiritual birth, one’s sins are washed away;
God becomes his spiritual Father, and Jesus Christ becomes his savior and elder brother
(Hebrews 2:11, 14, 17).

~ Bobby Dockery; writer & minister in Fayetteville, AR

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, June 1, 2008

Front foyer: Grady & BC Fowler; Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Back foyer: Henry & Frances Seidmeyer

Sunday, June 8, 2008

Front foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews; Thomas Rathbun, Max Melton

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross



Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will be suspended for the summer & will resume on
September 7th.

CHRIST’S HAVEN
The Christ’s Haven van will be here on Tuesday, June 17th to pick up groceries. Bags with a
list of requested items may be found in either foyer; please return them to the building by
Sunday, June 15th.

HAPPY GRADUATION!
Sam Lundquist will graduate from Irving High School on June 7th with several honors. We’re
very proud of you, Sam!

IN APPRECIATION
Dear ones, thank you so much for your love & concern when I had foot surgery. Thanks for
food, visits, prayers, phone calls, cards & being such a group of Christians. Charlene Carroll

Thank you so much for the cards & prayers during the passing of my son; they are truly
appreciated. Juanita Melton

Dear Beltline friends, your telephone calls & cards received since my fall have helped so much
in my healing (both hurt & embarrassment). Seeing you again Sunday completed the cycle!
Sincerely, Donna Meyer

SOMEONE HAS MOVED
Please update your directory: Jamie & Megan Little; 5332 Bond St., #213; Irving, 75038

Also a correction: Brandon & Kenica Thomason; 3990 Spring Valley. The rest is the same.

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL QUARTER
A new Bible School quarter begins next Sunday, June 1st. Teachers, let us know if you need
any supplies this time around.

THOSE TO SERVE IN JUNE
Lord’s table (front): Ty Harvey, Dorris Walker, Garl Latham, Mike Batot, James Gilliam, John
Mayer, Bill Matthews, Darrell Allen

(back): JC Ross, Robert Taylor, Max Melton, Keith Vaughn, Bill Paschall, Virgil LaFerney,
Bobby Bowen, Jeremy Hardegree

p.m. Glen Kelly, Stan Selby

Card Pickup: a.m. Ethan & Toby Howard; p.m. Nathan Allen, Alex Mayer



Contribution Counters: Glen Kelly, Thomas Rathbun

Communion Preparers: Vern & Melody Lundquist

WITH SYMPATHY
Our Sister Georgia Meyer passed away on Saturday morning; she will be taken to Chicago
for a graveside service.

Please remember the family of Jim Shero (brother of Carolyn Renfro’s brother-in-law). Jim
passed away on Friday.

Also, Larry Toye passed away yesterday morning (5/26). Services are pending at this time.

Mary Wolf (mother of Bobbie Williams’ daughter-in-law & former member, Donna) passed
away on Mothers’ Day.

PRAYER CONCERNS
√Fauna Garrett is in Baylor/Irving, now room #483.

√Donna Meyer underwent surgery; she’s now home.

√Judy Bowman’s (Nancy Pond’s sister-in-law) surgery has been postponed.

√Cindy Mahan (the Wolfe’s daughter) is having serious back surgery today (5/27).

√Lynette Waldrum (Ilene Ashworth’s daughter) underwent surgery last Thursday.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Bob Bingham, Bob Bradley, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Frances Tipton,
Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Paul Batot (Mike’s dad), Jimmy & Betty
Douglass (relatives of Billie Prince & Linda Head), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Joy
Gilliam (the Gilliam’s daughter-in-law), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), Bill
Roses (Polly’s husband), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), Bette Yearwood
(Becky Henry’s sister), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· June 1: New Bible School Quarter begins
· June: Summer Youth Series
· June 4-Aug 27: Wed. Night Summer Series
· June 5: Ladies in Annex at 10:00 a.m. to work on bears & pillows
· June 16 – 18: Vacation Bible School
· June 15: Christ’s Haven van to pickup groceries
· July: Cisco Youth Camp

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Samantha Harvey



Sunday evening:
· Melissa Allen

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Ty Harvey JC Ross Henry Seidmeyer
Dorris Walker Robert Taylor Grady Fowler
Garl Latham Max Melton
Mike Batot Keith Vaughn SCRIPTURE READING
James Gilliam Bill Paschall Rob Farmer
John Mayer Virgil LaFerney Acts 2:29-36
Bill Matthews Bobby Bowen
Darrell Allen Jeremy Hardegree

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Denzil Meyers
Paul Guisinger

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Glen Kelly
Stan Selby


COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 97 91 96 125
A.M. Worship 181 146 169 210
P.M. Worship 95 92 93 112
Wed. Class 101 89 93 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 35
Contribution $5005 $4572 $5362 $5400

MISSIONS
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia



Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


