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Annihilation
Don Hatch

Annihilationism is a teaching that the souls of
the wicked will be snuffed out of existence
rather than sent to an everlasting, conscious
hell. The New Testament describes the “lake of
fire” as the second death prepared for the devil
and his cohorts, including humans who do not
have their names in the Book of Life (Rev 20).
The destiny [not fate] of the righteous will be
to exist in an everlasting bliss and the
unrepentant will spend the same time in a
place of separation from God (lake of fire
prepared for the devil and his angels Mat
25:41). Some argue that the state of the
unrepentant is “unconsciousness”. The picture
given in the Bible of a burning lake of fire is
when God recompenses rendering vengeance
and retribution wherein there will be
punishment in eternal destruction (2 Pet 3:7;
Jn 17:12). If a Christian turns away from Christ
and someone turns the wayward brother back,
he will “save a soul from death” (Jas 5:20).
This verbalizes the fact that a sinning soul is
destined to a spiritual death. These passages do
not speak of an unconscious state of being.

Paul wrote “…if so be that it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense affliction to
them that afflict you, and to you that are
afflicted rest with us, at the revelation of the
Lord Jesus from heaven with the angels of his
power in flaming fire, rendering vengeance to
them that know not God, and to them that obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall
suffer punishment, even eternal destruction
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of
his might, when he shall come to be glorified
in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all them
that believed (because our testimony unto you
was believed) in that day” (2 Thes 1:6-10).
There will be a conscious existence
wheresoever the soul of mankind finds its final
resort. All who debate the issue of the dead
understand that hell is called a “second death”.
Death is not the concept of nonexistence but
rather it means “separation”. The physical
death mentioned in the Bible refers to the
separation of the soul from the body and
implies death not annihilation. Lexicons give
the meaning as the separation of the soul from
the body by which life on earth has ended.
James stated “…for the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also”
(Jas 2:26). The body and soul are not

nonexistent. The body is lifeless, but still exists even
when it returns to dust. Shape means nothing after
death. The soul also exists. When Jesus raised the dead
the body was dead and the soul had departed its earthly
tabernacle. Tombs were opened and saints lived again
(Mat 27:52). Hence, neither the bodies nor the souls
were annihilated. In context with the Scriptures there
will be a judgment where the dead will be judged
according to the deeds in the body. No judgment could
take place if there is annihilation (2 Cor 5:1-10).

Accountable persons will be held answerable to
fulfill God’s requirements. The Bible teaches judgment
(Mat 25:31-46). If one has been annihilated nothing
exists to be judged. Biblical teachings on the rich man
and Lazarus, a place where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, unquenchable fire, everlasting
punishment, a place for east and false prophets would
be shorn of meaning by annihilation (Lk 16:22-28; Mat
25:30; Lk 12:3-5; Rev 13:17, 18; 19:20; 20:1-10).
Annihilation would be an escape from punishment.

The resurrection of Jairus’ daughter was when Jesus,
en route to the house, found the child had died (Lk
8:40-56). The child was dead and the spirit had left her.
If there is an annihilation of the spirit, as some teach,
how did it come again? Death is not a nonexistence but
a separation. Lazarus’ death took place and he was in
the tomb until his body stank (Jn 11:1-57). His soul was
separated from the body, but was not annihilated. When
he was resurrected his soul and body were reunited.
Souls can exist after separation from the body and
separation from God (Isa 59:1, 2). Sin alienates the
sinner from God and kills the soul, but it can be
reconciled to God upon completing the first principles
of salvation or returning to Him after becoming a
Christian (1 Jn 1:1-10; 2:1-18; 5:13-21). While living
and practicing sin a person is spiritually dead (1 Tim
5:1-8). They are called dead because they are separated
from God. The Bible picture of spiritual death is not
nonexistence, but one of a miserable existence being
separated from God. It is evident from the Scriptures
that death is not annihilation, neither in the spiritual
realm nor in the physical (Heb 10:26-31).

The mistaken ploy defining the second death as a
nonexistence is simply an attempt to get around the
actual meaning of Bible texts. The second death is
nothing more or less than separation from God for
eternity (Mat 7:15-23). Eternal destruction awaits those
who are cast away “from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power” (2 Thes 1:9). Hearing
“…depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels” is death not
annihilation. It is an eternal separation from God (Mat
25:41). No Bible passage insists on annihilation.
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Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
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Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Last week we began a study on the local congregation and
how it is part of God’s plan. In this week’s article we will
continue our thoughts.

When we look in the New Testament we see that the
word “Church” appears in two different senses. The first one
is in the universal sense. In this sense the speaker or writer
had no specific, given, local body or assembly in mind. (Mat.
16:18) “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.” (Eph. 1:22-23; 5:23-33; Col. 1:18-24;
Heb. 12:22-23) The second one is in the local sense. In this
sense the speaker or writer had a specific, local group in mind.
(1 Cor. 1:2) “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord, both theirs and ours:” and (1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess.
1:1; Rev. 1:11; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14; Acts 13:1).

Now let us focus on why our membership in the church is
necessary. Church membership is necessary. Think about
this, if one can be saved out of the church, Christ died in vain.
(Acts 20:28) “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood.” and (Eph. 5:25-27). If one can be saved out of
the church he can be saved out of what the church is; thus, out
of the kingdom (Matt. 16:18, 19), the body of Christ (Eph.
1:22, 23) and the family of God. (1 Tim 3:15) “…but if I am
delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” Yes the
local church membership is necessary. This is obvious
from an observance of the fact that God placed in the church
elders to help us to go to heaven (Heb. 13:7) “Remember
those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to
you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their
conduct.” and (Heb. 13:17) “Obey those who rule over you,
and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those
who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”

Next week we will look at the local church and its
organization. Everyone have a great week. May we all take
inventory of our lives and be a worker for the Lord.

Jerry McKey
“Now when Jesus came into the parts of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, saying, Who do men say that the Son of
man is? And they said, some say John the Baptist; some,
Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. He saith
unto them, but who say ye that I am? And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father who is in heaven. And I also say unto
thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. I
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth…” (Mat 16:18-20).

New Class On Galatians by Henry Seidmeyer

Our Sumer Series of Gospel Preaching on “Give Me The
Bible” was a great spiritual uplift listening to godly men teach
on the Bible. The contribution of the Bible to understanding
God, Christ, Holy Spirit and redemption was magnificently
displayed in these lessons. The Bible was demonstrated to
have been given by an all-wise, all-loving, all-powerful God
who revealed Himself by supernatural means in His writings,
creation and continuing oversight of the world. Bible writers
were witnesses giving sufficient evidence to help us to know
who man is, why he lives, what he must do to honor God,
how he is to worship God, where he is going after living
worthily according to the commandments of God. Nature
reveals there is a God but does not teach us how to serve Him.
Using the Bible is not a “leap of faith”, but a life based upon
evidences which are indisputable. This series exalted
righteousness and condemned sin.

List of speakers and topics:

 Willie Alvarenga “The Bible Teaches Jesus Is Christ”
Acts 3:11-26

 Pat McIntosh “The Bible Teaches God Is Spirit”
Jn 4:1-26

 Don Hatch “The Bible Teaches Miracles”
Jn 20:30-31

 Rob Waller “The Bible Teaches A Resurrection”
Rom 6:1-11

 Tom Wacaster “The Bible Teaches Jesus’ Virgin Birth”
Mat 1:18-20

 Kevin Langford “The Bible In The Home Is Essential ”
Eph 1:3-15

 Eddie Parrish “The Bible Teaches We Are Not Alone”
Acts 17:22-31

 Gary Fallis “Bible Prophecies Are Accurate”
2 Pet 1:20, 21

 Robert Dodson “No Contradictions In The Bible”
2 Pet 3:1-13

 Kevin Rhodes “The Scriptures Are Indestructible”
Heb 4:12,13

 Kenny Gardner “The Bible Has Unity”
Eph 4:1-16

 Robert Stapleton “The Bible Is Inerrant”
Psalm 119:160;

 Charles Billingsley “The Bible Is Inspired Of God”
1 Tim 3:16, 17

 Jeff Jenkins “The Bible Is Historically Correct”
Acts 7:1-53

Brother Henry Seidmeyer will resume his class on
Wednesday evenings. We appreciate Brother Seidmeyer and
his lessons. This series will be on the book of Galatians. The
book of Galatians is important because it answers basic
questions asked by the human heart. All those willing to take
God at His word are shown the way of true freedom.
Surrendering to Christ as Lord and Savior brings genuine
liberty and fellowship with divinity. Paul manifested that
surrendering to the world only brings entanglement again in
a yoke of bondage. Galatians may be the oldest of the New
Testament writings. It shows the degree of liberty found in the
truth. We hope you will make plans to attend these very
important classes. Edify yourselves with great Bible truths.

Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
September 15, 2013

Front foyer: Robert & Betty
Ruckman
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England

September 22, 2013
Front foyer: Glen Kelly & Donna
Davis
Back foyer: Carol Swinney & Fay
Yeldell

*****************

Sermon Titles
September 15, 2013
a.m: “Martha, Martha”
Scripture: Luke 10:38-42
p.m: “Meek Shall Inherit”
Scripture: Psalms 37:10-18

September 22, 2013
a.m: “Hard Saying”
Scripture: John 6:60-65
p.m: “Hunger And Thirst”
Scripture: Matthew 5:6

*****************
Contribution Counters For

September

Mike Batot & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

September

Bill & Linda Matthews

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us.

****************
SINGING CLASS

The Singing Class meets every
Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 to

learn new songs and sing the old
standards.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett,
Frances LaFerney, Jan Smithson,
Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney, Roy &
Helen Thomas, Tim Fowler,
Marietta Houser, Mary Walker,
Billie Myers, Shelia Martin, Jane
Easter, Bill Matthews

****************
Those In Need Of Prayer

.Kati Mimms will be having
surgery on September 13th. Please
remember her in your prayers.
.Fay Yeldell’s brother Doug
Mays had a heart attack and will
have bypass surgery. He lives in
Kentucky. Please keep him in
your prayers.
.Nancy Pond fell Saturday and
went to the ER. X-rays were done
& she has no broken bones, just a
very sore shoulder.
.Don Lewis is in CCU #3, Baylor
Irving. They are running tests on
him & he may get to go home
early this week.
.Bill Matthews is now at home
after a stay in the hospital.
.Jackye Jewett has requested
prayers on behalf of Angie &
Peter Bixby on the loss of their
unborn son. Angie is her
granddaughter.
.Gary Baker, son of Jackye
Jewett is to have surgery on
Thursday in Galveston. Please
keep him in your prayers.
.Don Hancock is having heart
problems and needs a transplant.

.There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

SUMMER SERIES
Wednesday night was the last of
our Summer Series. We had
some excellent speakers. Henry
Seidmeyer will be teaching out of
the book of Galatians this coming
Wednesday night.

****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will begin
Tuesday, September 10th at 10:00
a.m. in the annex. The lesson will
be on Romans, Chapter 1 and
will be taught by Beverly McKey.
Lunch will be provided after the
lesson.

*****************
39’ers

39’ers will meet September 16th,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex. Please
bring food and enjoy the
wonderful fellowship.

****************
Foster’s Home For Children

Children’s Day 2013 - Planting
the Seeds of Growth and Change.
September 14 at Noon. Mabee
Center Gym, free BBQ lunch.

****************
Sixteenth Annual Lubbock

Lectureship
The True Grace of God -
October 6-9, 2013. Southside
church of Christ, 8501 Quaker
Ave. Lubbock, Texas. Further
information on bulletin board.

****************
LADIES

You are invited to a Ladies’ Day
on Saturday, October 5th at the
Howe Church of Christ in Howe,
Texas. Registration: 9 a.m. with
lunch served afterwards. Please
RSVP by September 30, 2013



9/16/13 – 39’ers – 6:30 p.m.

9/17/13 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

David West – 9/1
Jackye Jewett – 9/2
Marietta Houser – 9/4
Dean Webb – 9/4
Brenda Bryant – 9/7
Katherine Cox – 9/8
Fauna Garrett – 9/10
Jane Easter – 9/10
Hannah Guajardo – 9/12
Sherry Hodge – 9/13
J.C. Ross – 9/17
Marcella Porter – 9/20
Derrol Allen – 9/21
Mary Martini – 9/24
Dessie Ross – 9/26

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Tom* & Linda Head – 9/7
Keith & Cindy Vaughn – 9/15
Vern & Melody Lundquist – 9/22
David & Faye West – 9/24

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 9/15/13 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
Purman Cofer Kenny Mayer  Ken Lee
Scot Allen Don Herriage  Dale Cox
Dorris Walker James Gilliam
Bill Paschall Thomas Rathbun A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Garrison  Mike Batot
Steven Grossheusch Luke 10:38-42

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Don Herriage

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Robert Ruckman
 Mike Batot
 Nathan Allen P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Scot Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Psalm 37:10-18
 Glen Kelly

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry McKey  Darrell Allen – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 59 73 73 100
A.M. Worship 115 131 131 150
P.M. Worship 60 56 67 80
Wed. Class 75 85 71 85
Contribution $5505 $5176 $5249 $5470
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MISSIONS

Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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