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Trained Conscience
Don Hatch

The conscience has been equated with law. In law
there is the presumed innocent party, witnesses,
jury, judge and verdict. Such items are within
man. They can be mitigated. Law is good and if
mankind uses it lawfully it will bless. Laws are
not made for the righteous but the lawless and
unruly. The custodians of law are to be godly and
know the sound doctrine of God (1 Tim 1:3-11).
Decisions made on the grounds of justice or
injustice is called reasoning. The conscience, if
trained in God’s ways, responds to that which is
just (Phil 4:8, 9). The conscience, depending
upon training, will convict or acquit the
individual. Consciences give an immediate
response bringing bliss or pain (Acts 2:37). An
evil conscience asks, “…am I my brother’s
keeper?” and seeks to hide unjust events in lives
as did Cain (Gen 4). Evil can take innocent
human life without compunction (Mat 2:16-18; 1
Jn 3:10-12).). Lessons learned from biblical
accounts are that one can move from a trained
conscience to searing it with a hot iron wherein it
can act without self-recrimination (1 Tim 4:1-5).
A habitually evil conscience expresses itself in
sinister ways while the sincere one displays godly
motives. Good people pursue an avenue of
approval by refraining from evil (1 Thes 5:21, 22;
Jas 3:8-22). Righteous people turn away from
evil and do righteousness (1 Tim 6:11-14). They
know what good or evil is because of exercising
their senses to know the difference (Heb 5:11-
14).

Anticipation of perfect judgment to be rendered
gives rise to an expectation of a final resort of the
soul (Heb 10:26-31). God’s tribunal will visit
blessings or damnation based upon the things
done in the body (2 Cor 5:10). Those who set
aside God’s laws have a witness who testifies
against them (Jn 16:1-24). If the righteous are
scarcely saved what is the destiny of the sinner (1
Pet 4:12-19)? God’s word removes any doubt that
evil men will not triumph (Rom 8:31-39).
Accountable lives are summed up in an adage
[short pointed sentence] “as a man thinks in his
heart so is he”. Such is the comprehensiveness of
a conscience that reaches all conditions or
circumstance of life. Some may feel consciences
are only found in civilized communities. Such is
not the case. Anthropologists have found around
the world that until the spark of consciences is
crushed all have a sense of right and wrong.
Hence, mankind can predict that sin is a reproach
to all people and righteousness exalts a nation.

A social conscience is not enough. Societies

come and go. They change with the slight and craftiness of
men (Eph 4:14-16). Trained consciences rise above social
order and conduct. Others pass judgments on actions
taken. Crime may remain unknown and the conscience
assuaged [lessened or refused] by time or circumstances.
When the community knows such crimes have been
committed, it breaks forth with a conscience against such
crime. However, as social consciences change so does the
outrage and righteous indignation. Many acts seen today
would have called for indignation in earlier generations.
Societies change. The Christian conscience values
spiritual principles where character and conduct submit to
a Higher Authority than mere man. Judgment day
becomes a check and balance of all deeds. Christian
communities aid one another in avoiding temptations.
They use punitive measures for recalling brethren from
shameful actions (2 Thes 3:6-15; Rom 16:17-20). Brethren
with trained consciences are helpful resources to alert and
console when one falls short of Glory. Such brethren can
become a second conscience helping one another to keep
alive the traits and actions which glorify God.

A trained conscience stands at the crossroads of life. When
there is a right and wrong path, a trained conscience
commands one to choose the right. It may demand a
choice that is completely against our inclinations,
opposing friends and contradicting principalities, power
and voices of the multitude. Yet, a trained conscience does
not withdraw or modify its duty to God and man (Lk
2:52).

Failing to heed a trained conscience by giving in to pride,
passion or pleasure is a great crisis (1 Jn 2:15-18).
Knowing what to do and willfully disobeying is sin.
Problems will ensue when a trained conscience is giving a
command and one’s self-interest overrides it. Actual
history of god-fearing individuals manifests and dignifies
lives of obedient servants of God. What they were or
actions they took often led to martyrdom. Standing their
ground rather than yielding to plots of man demonstrated a
greater power with which they must reckon (Act 3 & 4).
Deeds of the righteous never pass without the
Omnipresent God beholding. He watches those putting
aside menacing opportunities by doing right.

It is imperative that one exercise discernment between
good and evil. Studying God’s word and acknowledging
Him as almighty helps one to accept the precepts upon
which moral and spiritual decisions are made. When
God’s eternal principles and precepts are placed in one’s
conscience they yield not to temptation because yielding is
sin. One must be willing to be at the disposal of God’s
will. No one is willing to have ethical demands placed
upon them without an overwhelming consciousness of an
unseen Being who has pleasure in their loyalty and
displeasure in their yielding to sin. There is one God!
Train your conscience.
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Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Eight years ago, I wrote this article for the Mission Printing
Newsletter:

Using Sea Containers to Reach the World

Mission Printing is now utilizing sea containers to
save over $100,000 per shipment, and we are still
continuing to fulfill individual requests for study
tracts to countries all over the world. The cost of
shipping via container is about $7,500–$13,000 versus
$100,000–$125,000 via U.S. Mail. That is an average
savings of over $100,000! The savings are potentially
greater depending on the destination country. The cost
of shipping via container is $.30 per lb. versus $3.00
per lb. via U.S. mail. A single container can hold
600,000 to 1,000,000 tracts. We utilize volunteers to
help load our containers. We have over 200 volunteers
who print, fold, collate, staple, trim, and do a hundred
other jobs. There are 10 congregations who have
workstations at their buildings. They pick up boxes of
folded tracts and take them to their buildings for
collating and stapling. The congregations then return
the material for trimming and packing for shipment….

Today, I’m proud to update our report:

Mission Printing has been utilizing ocean container
shipping for 8 years and we have successfully shipped
26 containers to 7 different countries in Africa. We
now ship 3,000,000 tracts annually in 4 shipments.
The average shipping cost is $10,500. The shipping
cost per pound is $0.28. The mailing cost is $6.33 per
pound. Mission Printing avoids $900,000 per year by
utilizing ocean containers to transport our material.
We now have 31 congregations who join with us in
using their facilities to help us create the tracts. This
year we plan to ship to two new destinations, Liberia
and Kenya. God has blessed Mission Printing far
beyond my expectations in giving us a wonderful and
economic way of transporting our material. More
than that, God has blessed us with dedicated
volunteers and faithful donors. I thank all the
members of the Belt Line congregation for supporting
this important evangelistic effort with your time,
ability, finances and prayers. May our God be praised
through our efforts to save souls.

Richard Renfro,

Volunteer Vice President

And Coordinator of Mission
Printing

Please remember our sick with prayers, cards and phone
calls.

The Impact Of Vows
Vows are both positive and negative. In the positive there is a
pledge to do and in the negative there is a pledge to abstain from
doing. Vows rest on human views of religious obligations. They
often see the good God has done and consider an offering to
demonstrate the joy felt for that which has been received. Gaining
favor with God often leads to the conviction that offering a gift to
God is the highest way to demonstrate love and appreciation.
Such vows made are sacred and should religiously and
scrupulously be observed. Before a vow is made there should be a
strong reason why it is to be made. When one assumes an
obligation new elements are introduced into the volume of
matters to be done. One is obligated to perform to the best of
one’s ability to accomplish a vow. There is a moral and religious
bond which is established when taking a vow. Breaking a pledge
until the obligation is fulfilled becomes a moral issue. One cannot
break a moral pledge without suffering some deterioration to the
moral fiber. Hence great consideration should be given before one
makes a vow.

Vows are voluntary obligations. Jacob made a vow after his
vision at Beth-el. He vowed that upon his safe return he would
dedicate to Jehovah the tenth part of his goods, set up a memorial
stone and a place to worship Jehovah (Gen 28:18-22). With great
prosperity such a voluntary offering became a religious duty. The
summation is, better is it that thou shouldest not vow than that
thou shouldest vow and not pay (Ps 61:5; 65:1; 116:18).

The law did not introduce vows but regulated them. The wise
Law Giver sought to limit any folly and tried to root out sin. “If
thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin in thee”. The Bible
speaks of three types of vows. They are vows of devotion,
abstinence and destruction.

A person might devote the use of a possession to demonstrate a
surrender of its use for religious purposes only. In the Old
Testament it could be land and thus redeemed at a rate of
redemption which was given to the Lord. The payment might be
abated under the direct order of a priest in the time of the year of
Jubilee. If it was abated the price was included in the next year’s
vow. The valuation set forth was obligatory until all was paid. If
unable to pay a person’s near kinsmen could step in to discharge
the vow by paying it. In the case of an animal being fit for
sacrifice the vow was to be discharged. But if the animal was not
fit for sacrifice the matter was resolved by a redemptive offering.
Vows made to God are sacred.

Vows were entirely voluntary but once made they were
regarded as compulsory and evasion of performance was held as
contemptible and contrary to true religion. Vows were of great
importance to the families’ good name.

Marriage is the oldest relationship in the world. It was ordained
by God in the Garden of Eden and is a time when two shall
become one flesh. “And the man said, this is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be
one flesh” (Gen 2:23, 24). Jesus quoted this passage to prove the
sacredness of marriage (Matt 19:1-6). Paul sites the same passage
to prove the enduring quality of marriage (Eph 5:22-33). The
vows and covenants made are voluntary and enduring. They are
meant to last until “death do we part” (Romans 7:1-7). This vow
is an imposing and sacred statement made by both parties. The
pledge made, while forsaking all others, is to remain faithful in
sickness, health, prosperity or adversity. Vows are very serious
and must be kept.

Don Hatch
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JANUARY ASSIGMENTS

GREETERS:

Jan. 28 – Front Foyer – Bobby & Brenda England
Back Foyer – Bill & Linda Matthews

Feb. 4 – Front Foyer – Mike & Sharon Haynes
Back Foyer – Nancy Pond & Elizabeth Garrison

Communion Preparation: Jerry McKey

Contribution Counters: John Mayer & Thomas Rathbun

SERMONS

Jan. 28 – a.m “Who Shall Go”
Judges 1:1-9

p.m. “Coming Back Home”
Ruth 1:1-5

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

Ongoing Health Concerns: Bobby Bowen, Dessie Ross, Carol Swinney, David & Faye West, Laquita Baker, Ezra Castro,
Nellie Melvin, Grady Fowler, Paul Kelly, Beverly McKey, Jimmy Webb, Barbara Reagan,
Alice Worthy, Vicki Catlin, Parker Sneed

Home Bound Members: Helen Thomas, Mary Walker, Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Nursing Homes: Nellie Melvin – Avalon Memory Care

Military: Chris & Abigail Mathews

EVENTS

MISSION PRINTING – Mission Printing will meet
every SUNDAY at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium to
collate and staple tracts to be sent all over the world.
Please come help us and enjoy the wonderful
Christian fellowship.

******
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be on Tuesday, January 23rd

at 10:00 a.m. at the Annex. Please invite your
friends and come join the Ladies in class.

******
PRAYER CONCERNS

Roberta Price (former member) is dealing with a leg
wound that won’t heal. She is scheduled for laser
surgery on January 25th to help clear it up. Please
keep her in your prayers.
Billie Prince has been released from the hospital.
Nellie Melvin is not doing well. Her appetite is very
poor.
Marjorie Bennett is now at home after a stay in the
hospital last week.
Cathy Taylor is home sick.
Ann Herriage is having some health issues and
needs our prayers.

Latricia Williams daughter had surgery last week and
needs our prayers.
The Fowler’s are both sick with a cold and are hoping it
is not the flu.
Lou Anderson fell recently and has severe bruising on
her face.
Poly Roses will be having cataract surgery next month.

There are many others who are dealing with short term
health issues. Please remember them in your daily
prayers.

******
THANK YOU NOTES

There are Thank You Notes on the bulletin board from
Helen Thomas and Rebecca Andrepont.

******
SYMPATHY

We extend our sympathy to Mike Hall’s family. Mike’s
grandmother Eleanor Bruck passed away. Please keep
this family in your prayers.

Men who serve on the Lord’s Table on Sunday
mornings, please go to room #116 five minutes before
services.

News at Belt Line

FAMILY NEWS: Call in your information to the office at:

972-790-8606 by Sunday evening



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Don Hancock – 1/1
Ken Lee – 1/2
Linda Head – 1/3
Scot Allen – 1/3
Debra Alonzo – 1/4
Christal Fielder – 1/5
Helen Thomas – 1/10
Bobby Bowen – 1/11
Dale Cox – 1/14
Paul Kelly – 1/15
Ray Simpson – 1/16
Carolyn Montgomery – 1/24
Nellie Melvin – 1/24
Lautricia Williams – 1/25
Jessica Chester – 1/28
Debbie Estes – 1/28
Doris Walker – 1/29
Kayla Allen – 1/30
Judy Odom – 1/31

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Bobby & Mary Bowen – 1/11

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 1/28/18 SUNDAY PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table A.M. – Richard Renfro

Thomas Rathbun Bobby England Ken Lee
Don Herriage Glen Kelly John Mayer
Dorris Walker Nathan Allen P.M. – Mike Haynes
Darrell Allen Kenny Mayer Thomas Rathbun
Alex Mayer
Curtis Vaughan SCRIPTURE READING

A.M. – Ray Simpson
LORD’S TABLE (EVENING) Judges 1:1-9

Ray Simpson P.M. – Curtis Vaughan
Curtis Vaughan Ruth 1:1-5

SONG LEADERS COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
A.M. – Randy Reagan Darrell Allen
P.M. – Mike Haynes

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 62 71 66 100
A.M. Worship 88 102 94 150
P.M. Worship 77 66 68 80
Wed. Class 60 60 60 85
Contribution $5079 $5213 $5731 $5220
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Matthew Fola – Lagos, Nigeria
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Jose Luis Suarez Garcia - Mexico
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

OTHERS SUPPORTED
Paper Pulpit – Hurst, Texas
The Truth In Love – Hurst, Texas
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, Texas
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, Texas
Willie Alvarenga – Brown Trail School of Preaching
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution

STUDENT PREACHERS SUPPORTED
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, Texas

Joseph Harris, Nathan Boyd
Southwest School of Bible Studies – Garrett English

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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