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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY
March 2, 2008
a.m. “Signs Upon The Earth ”
Scripture: Acts 2:14-21

p.m: “Conflict Through The Ages”
Scripture: Genesis 3:6-8

The Certified Gospel
Don Hatch

Error cannot be made a substitute for truth. We can know God’s truth and it will set us
free (Jn 8:32). Religion must be certified by the Gospel. The Gospel must be original and
not another gospel of men (Gal 1:6-10). Only the original Gospel can man obey and
therein find salvation (Rom 10:16, 17; 2 Thes 1:6-9). Creeds of men are measurements of
their inadequacy and failure to use only the Gospel for faith and practice. Living in a world
of change seems to demand changes. No longer do the masses ask “is it true”? Religion
is looked upon as “sects” attracting people to novelties, entertainment and countless
innovation. We need to heed the warning, accepting no substitute for the “Old Jerusalem”
Gospel. Counterfeits abound but one can know the Gospel message by reading the New
Testament.

There are some who trouble and pervert the Gospel of Christ (Gal 1:3-10). Anything
added to the Gospel will pervert it. God supplieth seed for the sower and bread for the
eater (2 Cor 9:9). Bread can have poison within destroying its power; water quenches
thirst but adding quantities of salt destroys its ability to satiate thirst. The Gospel is God’s
power to save the soul of man. Admixing human opinion or doctrines of men with the
Gospel will destroy its power and kill souls. Errors preached, heard, believed, obeyed and
practiced cannot make a Christian (Acts 11:26; Rom 6:15-23; Acts 19:1-7). No one can
accidentally obey God. One who adulterates the Gospel is a worse enemy of mankind
than he who pollutes the water we drink. Paul called those who pervert the Gospel,
accursed (Gal 1:2-10). It takes truth preached, heard, believed and acted upon to create a
Christian.

The Gospel is adequate and glorious. It weathers times, circumstances and changes in
societies. This Gospel was delivered to the saints to protect and proclaim (Jude 3). It
should never be made a subject of adulteration or mitigation by doctrines of men (Mat
15:1-11). The pattern of the Lord is perfect without need to be altered. The form from
which it is cut is spiritual and not of this earth. Human minds cannot devise a more perfect
plan of salvation and they must not change the Gospel in any manner. Try though they
may men who change the gospel do not make it better but worse (2 Pet 3:14-18).

The Gospel which Paul and other first century preachers proclaimed manifested that they
were not ashamed of it. They claimed it was certified and glorious (Rom 1:16, 17; Gal
1:11; Rom 10:1-15). Being set against all the pomp and pageantry of men will
demonstrate it to be superior in every facet. The Gospel reproves, rebukes, exhorts and is
profitable unto salvation (2 Tim 4:1-5). All man-made teachings fall miserably short when



compared to the wonderful ability of the saving of mankind found in the biblical Gospel.
Oratory, rhetorical skills or philosophy never rise to the equivalent of preaching the
Gospel (1 Cor 2:1-6; Col 2:8-15). The wisdom of men never overshadows the wisdom of
God.

The power to save is found only in the Gospel (Rom 1:16, 17; Eph 1:3-22). Preaching the
Gospel is a means to connect hearers to the will and might of God (1 Cor 1:18-20). The
Gospel is God’s power to move mankind out of sin into the realm of salvation, in Christ.
Paul reminded Timothy that many will be “lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful,
haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,… holding a form of godliness,
but having denied the power thereof: from these turn away.” (2 Tim 2:1-16). This is a
fitting description of religionists who lay claim to calling the Bible a “love letter, not
pertinent to our time”. They claim that it does not fit the social needs of the modern era. If
the Bible is not relevant to our time it is insignificant and it would be preposterous to
preach it. The Bible says the contrary; it is the only thing which can lead mankind to
salvation. All philosophies and teachings of men fail to influence a true course toward
salvation. To deny the power of the Gospel unto salvation is to assert that it is nothing. An
example appeared in the Dallas Morning News [December 23, 2007] which said,
“Baptism by Immersion: In baptism, the old self-centered life is set aside, washed away
and a new life of trust in God begins. Although Disciples [The Christian Church DH]
practice baptism by immersion, other baptism traditions are honored”. This is a denial of
the power of the Gospel. Baptism is not a “mere rite” or form to enter the “church of your
choice”, but is a teaching which must be adhered to, using the Bible which gives direction
to be immersed in water for the remission of sins in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38;
8:26-40; 22:16). Only because one has been baptized correctly can there be any claim of
being added to the church for which Jesus died. Accepting “other baptismal traditions” is
contrary to the Scriptures and is holding a “form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof” (2 Tim 2:1-16).

What epitomizes a relationship with God is obedience to His oracles (Heb 5:11-14; 6:1-6).
One who will not submit to God’s Scheme of Redemption cannot expect to be blessed
with spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3-14). This principle was established in the Old Testament
and is found in the New Testament (Deut 11:26-28; Heb 2:1-5). Many examples manifest
that God requires obedience to His will. One must obey the Certified Gospel or suffer
eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of His might (2 Thes 1:1-
9).

FAMILY CARE
A Message From Our Shepherds
Sunday was a wonderful day to worship our God and have fellowship with one another.
The farewell reception for Neil and Nancy Donley was a happy time, even though we are so
sad to lose them. Belt Line's loss is another's gain. Their new congregation can not imagine
the jewels they are about to receive.

Carolyn and I first met the Donley's when we were teenagers. They have always been there
through thick or thin. They make birthday cards and get well cards for many of our
members and always give them that special touch.



Neil is a former deacon and elder of this congregation and a terrific song leader and the
greatest "pain reliever" that I know. After my ball games, he has adjusted my bones and
ligaments to their original location many times. Thousands of people have been eased in their
suffering by his song leading at funerals. Neil led the funeral singing for five of our closest
family members. He visits the hospital and the bereaved. Neil and Nancy both are good Bible
teachers and give generously to the Lord's work and to the spread of the gospel in many
different ways.

I know they would prefer that I not tell you about their good works, but I feel compelled to "give
honor to whom honor is due". Neil and Nancy are good at what they do, because they love to
help others. This Christian couple has put Christ first in their lives. It will be difficult for us who
have seen them every week for 44 years, but we rejoice with them as they move closer to their
family. The Donley's will be missed by all. Neil and Nancy, go with God's speed.

~ Richard L. Renfro

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Hold fast to your faith (Heb. 4:14).
Assemble with the Saints (Heb. 10:25).
Pray earnestly every day (1 Thes. 5:17,18).
Pray for great blessings (Mal. 3:10).
Yield not to temptation (1Thes. 5:22).

Neglect not your talents & opportunities (Gal. 6:10).
Examine yourself daily (2 Cor. 13:5).
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58).

Yield your members to righteousness (Rom. 6:11,16).
Exercise yourself in Godliness (1 Tim. 4:7).
Aim at sinless perfection (Heb. 6:1).
Redeem the time (Eph. 5:15, 16).

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008
Integrity

The local church makes a significant impact on the community because of its reputation.
Teaching, preaching and talking about Jesus Christ must be verified by the lives in the local
congregation.

In the view of most the behavior of a congregation's members is paramount. Validating the
gospel message is because members live the “truth of the gospel of salvation”. It is important
that integrity and sincerity be found in the membership.



Examining one’s self to see if he or she is in the “faith” is critical to manifesting Christ to the
community (2 Cor 13:5). We invite visitors to our worship and fellowship where the members
are concerned about their integrity. We appreciate those who are conscientious about their
commitment and we know you will be too.

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the February 29, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News.

CONSCIENCE
One of the things which separates man from animals is our conscience. What is conscience? It
is that faculty which decides upon the moral quality of one’s actions and motives. If I speak to
you of conscience, do you have happy feelings or do you feel ill at ease? I want to show you
how conscience is one of your most valuable possessions; and it will help you to have a happy
life. It is true that it hurts us when we go against what we know is right, but the opposite is also
true.

Our conscience will give us peace and an inner contentment when we are doing what we know
is right. In Hebrews 13:18 we read, “Pray for us; for we trust we have a good conscience, in all
things willing to live honestly.”

Let me challenge you to study God’s word every day, learn what is really right, and then
renounce everything in your life that places a strain on your conscience. You’ll be a lot happier.

~ Unknown

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 2, 2008

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro; Nancy Pond, Roberta Price

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross Robert & Cathy Taylor

Sunday, March 2, 2008

Front foyer: Megan McNeely, Kenica Parish; Robert & Betty Ruckman

Back foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.



MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet Tuesday, March 4th at 11:00 a.m. in the Annex for a lesson &
luncheon.

Also, if you are not able to attend our Tuesday class because of daily commitments, a period
of Bible study is being planned for Sunday, March 9 th from 4:45pm-5:45pm upstairs in room
#206.

Don wishes to thank the 17 ladies who helped with pasting address labels on the flyers for
Communityfest.

39ers
Just a reminder that Breakfast with the Teans is coming up quickly, Saturday, March 8th at 8
a.m. in the Annex. Please sign up by March 2nd. Thanks!

BIBLE SCHOOL TEACHERS
The new Bible School quarter will be upon us this Sunday, March 2nd. Please let the
appropriate coordinator know if you need anything.

COMMUNITYFEST
If you’d like to be involved in the Communityfest this Saturday, March 1st at Senter Park from
8:30 am – 3:30 pm, please see the sign-up sheet on the table in the front foyer.

THANK YOU!
A huge THANK YOU is in order for everyone involved in preparing & executing the farewell
reception for the Donley’s. It was a great success!

DIRECTORY CHANGES
Ron Baker: PO Box 1152; Bedford, 76095.

The Donley’s new address is 15 Chandon Lane; Lakeway; TX 78734. New phone number is
512-261-3275.

IT’S A GIRL!
Mary Elaina Vaughan (Mary Curtis’ new granddaughter) was born Tuesday evening. She
weighed in at 6 pounds, 11 oz. & is 19” long. Mary is in Plano Medical & doing better now.

THOSE TO SERVE IN MARCH
Lord’s Table (front): Mike Garrison, Ty Harvey, Bob Bingham, Tom Prince, Jerry Baker, Rob
Farmer, Brandon Thomason, Darrell Allen



(back): JC Ross, Robert Taylor, Jeremy Hardegree, Bobby Bowen, Virgil LaFerney, Bill
Paschall, Max Melton, Keith Vaughn

p.m.: Glen Kelly, Thomas Rathbun

Card Pickup: a.m. Alex Mayer, Curtis Vaughan; p.m. Scot Allen, Kenny Mayer

Contribution Counters: John Mayer, Rob Farmer

Communion Preparers: JC & Dessie Ross

WITH SYMPATHY
Mike Horn (Marinell Zaun’s son-in-law) passed away over the weekend.

Jay Love (friend of the Batot’s) passed away last wek; graveside services will be at the
National Cemetery at 1pm on Tuesday, 2/26/08.

Former member JP Pond passed away. Visitation is Tuesday, 2/26 at Donnelly’s from 6pm –
8pm; services are also at Donnelly’s on Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.

Lloyd Smith (Carol Swinney’s brother) also passed away on Saturday. Services are
scheduled in California on Wednesday.

PRAYER CONCERNS
√BC Fowler is back in Baylor/Irving, ICU #4.
√Jean Haddock remains in Las Colinas Medical, now room #223.
√Toby Howard broke his finger in a car door.
√Jean Kelly will go home this afternoon (2/25).
√Garldean Latham has the flu.
√Lewis Porter (Marcella’s brother) will undergo neck surgery this week.
√Earl Scott (Mary’s son) will undergo tests today (2/25) for heart problems & an anurysm.
√Nita Spencer (the Webb’s niece) got a bad report last week.
√Allen Taylor (Robert & Cathy’s grandson) has a brain tumor.
√Fred Williams (Mary Scott’s neighbor) will undergo surgery on Thursday, 2/28.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Bob Bradley, Fauna Garrett, Don & Judy Hancock, Frances LaFerney, Frances
Tipton, Thomas West, Bran Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Paul Batot (Mike’s dad), Shirley
Bryant (James Gilliam’s sister), Vern Daniel (Janice’s son) Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband),
Elizabeth Oliver (Becky Henry’s sister), Nell Rogers (Carol Swinney’s sister), Chelsea Sutton
(the Garrison’s granddaughter), Lewis Tomlinson (Nelda Bell Newton’s son), Larry Toye, & our
shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Mar 1 – Communityfest at Senter Park; 8:30 – 3:30



· Mar 2 – New Bible Class Quarter
· Mar 4 – Ladies’ Bible Class at 11 am in the Annex for lesson & luncheon
· Mar 8 – 39er’s breakfast with the Teens in the Annex at 8 a.m.
· Mar 9 – New Ladies’ Bible Class @ 4:45 p.m. in room #206
· June 15 – Family Bible School

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Samantha Harvey

Sunday evening:
· Julie Roses

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Mike Garrison JC Ross Stan Selby
Ty Harvey Robert Taylor Mike Batot
Bob Bingham Jeremy Hardegree
Tom Prince Bobby Bowen SCRIPTURE READING
Jerry Baker Virgil LaFerney Henry Seidmeyer
Rob Farmer Bill Paschall Acts 2:14-21
Brandon Thomason Max Melton
Darrell Allen Keith Vaughn

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Denzil Myers
Ty Harvey

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Glen Kelly
Thomas Rathbun



COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Rob Farmer

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 90 102 98 125
A.M. Worship 160 166 168 210
P.M. Worship 85 125 97 112
Wed. Class 100 97 95 110
Ladies Bible Class 20 27 25 35
Contribution $4975 $4641 $5435 $5400

MISSIONS
Gary Workman – Ukraine



21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Chennai Teacher Training School - India
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching


