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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

March 21, 2010

a.m. “A Prayer of Sanctity”

Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28

p.m. “Progressive Revelation”

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-6

Christ The Greatest Teacher
Don Hatch

Christ holds a splendid place as the Greatest Teacher in all of history. When compared to
great teachers of the ages He leads all others in the religious world. Unquestionably supreme
and confessedly rising above any who would claim to be His peer He is a religious genius.
Mohammad, Gautama, Confucius, Laoutsze [Taoism], Socrates or Plato, to name a few- called
the lights of Asia, Europe and other civilizations. However they are but broken lights and
remain beyond dispute lesser than Jesus Christ. Jesus is the light of the world. His place in
comparison to other teachers is unprecedentedly the most prominent of all religions.

The person of Christ is centered on His ability to justify mankind from their sins. He taught
that man needed a Saviour and He was clearly and completely in harmony with all the
prophets, psalmists and laws as the Savior of the world (Lk 24:44-49). No other has this
distinctiveness which was approved by God the Father (Mat 3:13-17; 17:1-5; Jn 12:28). The
obviousness and completeness of the Gospel makes the aim of God, to save mankind, an
understandable, sharp and impressively outline of the majestic salvation brought by Jesus
Christ.

The Gospel allows us to see the profound depths of spiritual blessings and lifts the eye to far-
reaching horizons of divine blessings and radiant provisions embodied in Christ (Gal 3:27; Eph
1:3-15). Patriarchs had expectations, prophets spoke of and psalmists sang of the hope of
salvation and spiritual blessings. The divine significance concealed, was revealed in Jesus
Christ. He was the Son of righteousness, so illuminating and transfiguring mankind that the
vast masses who wrestle with sin can find salvation by obedient faith in Christ.

What Jesus taught were not merely expressions of unique knowledge but the uttermost
knowledge of an eternal plan fulfilled. His religion was not experimental. It is the wisdom of the
ages completed and the fullness of God’s eternal salvation pronounced. The significance of
God-Man who was willing to die for the sins of the world is beyond human comprehension (Mat
1:18-20; Jn 1:1-17). From the beginning of His human experience there is little doubt He



utilized the word of His Father to ponder the deep things of God and manifesting divine
discipline in all manner of living. His character was matched by His teachings and His life was
characteristically the supreme insight into a spiritual man being in concert with God. From
Jesus came the spontaneous and effervescent teachings which have never been matched
(Mat 7:28, 29). The unique fruits borne from Christ’s teachings sets Him apart as the “Author of
Salvation” [cause]. His teachings were profoundly significant, rich in revelation, supremely
deep in spiritual character and designed to bring forth the greatest degree of obedience. He
enriched and doubtlessly enabled those who learned of Him to reach for eternal heights.

Further still, Christ helped mankind ascertain and realize the glorious understanding of
divine revelation. Leading to the highest pinnacle Jesus touched the heart, soul and will of
mankind helping them to advance to a distinctive and higher plain with goals of proving and
accepting God’s purpose for mankind. In Jesus were the pronouncements of the patriarchs
completed, the law accomplished, the predictions of the prophets consummated and
foreshadow of the psalmists embodied in Him as a “glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth” (Jn 1:14). He shed a new and effulgent light upon the ancient
revelations, with far-reaching teachings proving the importance of the Fatherhood of God and
the brotherhood of man. The church He began learned that Jesus was the Person who brought
redemption, sanctification, reconciliation and justification and by doing so He became the
Master Teacher, concerning these redemptive acts. Compared to all previous inspired
teachers, whether patriarchs, prophets, lawgivers, psalmists, righteous men or wise men,
Jesus Christ undoubtedly stands far above all, peerlessly alone and holds the place of being
“greater than Solomon”. God, who in times past spoke by the prophets had now spoken by His
Son (Heb 1:1-5; Acts 3:22-29). All men of all ages are constrained to hear Him, “never man
spake like this man”.

The church was to be built on the “foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself
being the chief corner-stone” (Eph 2:20). Jesus was the Prince of the kings of the earth, King
of kings, Lord of lords, Great High Priest of the church’s confession (Rev 19:16; Heb 3:1). All
others were inferior and subordinate to this supreme Prophet, King and High Priest. The
utterances of His teachings thoroughly taught that He could interpret the Scriptures. He
exercised, as His unquestioned right, to teach new things, while not destroying the law or
prophets but fulfilling what had been stated, giving place to higher teachings and practices
which were authorized by the Father. He claimed to have the right to state why, how, when,
where and what God had meant by His word. When He said, “I say unto you” in the Sermon on
the Mount, He declares an authority never granted to mere man. He claimed and proved His
claims that He was the Son of God (Heb 2:1-10). He did all of this with an air of power and
independent right, in such a tone of absolute authority that no one dared to imitate and few
presumed to dispute. He is the Master! Like a wise Master Builder He unfolded a view of
eternal life.

According to the teachings of the Bible the prophets were spokesmen for God. Their words
were not their own nor the product of his own spirit, but came from a higher source. The
prophet was a seer, who saw things that did not lie in the domain of natural sight. He heard
things which were extraordinary and spoke as he was moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:20,
21). In passage after passage there is a sharp distinction between the person of the prophet
and his message. The true prophet declared the word of God and manifested that the words



were not his own. In all cases of prophecy the production was utterance from God which
entered into the soul of the prophet. The prophet did not need a real vision to know what God
wanted written or said for he saw with an inner eye (Isa 2:1). God spoke to the prophets in
divers manners and divers portion (Heb 1:1-5). The main things about the “things heard” were
they were sharp and clearly given. Speaking to the people in the name of God was an
awesome responsibility. The prophets in practical terms became the “mouth of the Lord” (Ezek
7:1; 4:16). Under these conditions the prophet was regarded as one who had an absolute
compulsion to speak with reverence the word of the Lord just as person would warn if the lion
roared nearby (Am 3:8). The words burned within their souls (Jer 20:7-9).
Each year our congregation has a VBS. The themes are varied. We try to have lesson for all
ages. One of the themes we have used is the Prophets. It is a great series of lessons. It
covers the divine power of the word of God and the prophets who spoke them. God coming
over an individual and having him speaking on His behalf is called inspiration. (Num 24:2). The
prophets have many practical lessons of great value for our modern world.
This year we are again using the theme “The Prophets”. The inspired writings and history of
these prophets are accounts of great men who served the “Living God”. In calmness and with
serenity they worked among the people of God. The content of their writings are full of passion
and love. Their fiery remarks, stern rebukes were seasoned with love and mercy. Their visions
and revelations are as current today as in the distant past. We hope the congregation will find
these lessons of value for children and adults. In a few weeks we will be putting out the sheet
for worker. We hope everyone will find a place to participate and make this a great VBS.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
Confidence! What a strong word, especially if we associate the word with God. Paul’s
confidence in God’s work should give us confidence. “…being confident of this very thing, that
He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is
right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my
chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of
grace. For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ”
(Phil. 1:6-8).

Paul expresses his firm confidence in one thing—that God will complete the work that he has
begun in the Philippian brethren. God is at work in the Christian at Philippi and he is at work in
us as Christians (Phil. 2:12-13). “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

God will continue his work within the Christian until the end of the Christian life. You see, God
prunes us like a vinedresser prunes grape vines, that we may bear more fruit. “Every branch
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that
it may bear more fruit” (John 15:2). We are transformed to become like Christ (2 Cor. 3:18).
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”



May we have great confidence in the work of the Lord for our lives. May we never look back
and only look forward. May we never be ashamed to speak up and out about our Lord.
Confidence is a great thing to have.

~ Jerry McKey

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear:
though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident (Psm 27:13).

“For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken” (Prov 3:26).

“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa 40:31).

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall
not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not he burned; neither shall
the flame kindle upon thee” (Isa 43:2).

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will,
he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him” (I Jn 5:14, 15). “Cast not away therefore your confidence,
which hath great recompence of reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have
done the will of God, ye might receive the promise (Heb 10:35, 36).

Knowing and Trusting
“I will give thanks unto Jehovah with my whole heart; I will show forth all thy marvellous works.
I will be glad and exult in thee; I will sing praise to thy name, O thou Most High. When mine
enemies turn back, they stumble and perish at thy presence. For thou hast maintained my right
and my cause; Thou sittest in the throne judging righteously. Thou hast rebuked the nations,
thou hast destroyed the wicked; Thou hast blotted out their name forever and ever. The enemy
are come to an end, they are desolate for ever; And the cities which thou hast overthrown, the
very remembrance of them is perished. But Jehovah sitteth as king for ever: He hath prepared
his throne for judgment; and he will judge the world in righteousness, He will minister judgment
to the peoples in uprightness. Jehovah also will be a high tower for the oppressed, A high
tower in times of trouble; And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee; for thou,
Jehovah, hast not forsaken them that seek thee” (Psm 9:1-10).

Knowing God and loving Him has a profound effect on the life of an individual. Trusting Him
and surrendering the heart, soul and mind unto Him blesses the believer. There is an
assurance that whatsoever an individual surrenders to God will be cared for with the greatest
love known. God is the Creator (Elohim), Almighty (Jehovah) and Master (Adonai). He is
gracious and wonderful in every way. When the believer learns of the price God paid for their
salvation surrendering to the Master, Lord, Creator and Sustainer is easy. When one knows
the Lord and that He will sustain His children there is great comfort (2 Cor 1:1-10).



Trust means "take refuge in." We can trust our Lord for protection from harm, find defence
when under attack from the wicked one and security for the soul in the face of persecution
(Phil 4:10-13). Trusting is well placed because the Lord never forsakes His own (Heb 13:1-5).
His providential care has been manifested countless time. “For the Lord thy God is a merciful
God; he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers"
(Deut 4:31). "I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging bread" (Psm 37:25). These are glorious promises and pledges made by
God.

The New Testament affirms countless times God’s love and care for the faithful. Unashamedly
those who are servants of God see His power working in them, their holy calling and the
purpose of God manifested in bringing to light immortality and eternal life through Christ Jesus
(2 Tim 1:7-11). All can know Christ and be assured that He is able to keep that which was
committed unto Him against that day (2 Tim 1:12). The good which is accomplished comes
about by giving diligence to present ourselves approved of as workmen who are not ashamed,
handling the word of God aright (2 tim 2:14, 15).

The grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all men, instructing all to deny
ungodliness, worldly lusts and things which work against the spirit. All should live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world (Tit 2:1-14). Trusting God leads one to look for
Christ’s coming. His redemption and purification is the hope of salvation. Being a people
zealous of good works affirms the trust that what we do in the Lord is not in vain (1 Cor 15:58).
Knowing God and trusting Him gives us reason to put Him first in our
lives.

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 21, 2010

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Sunday, March 28, 2010

Front foyer: Nancy Pond, Roberta Price, Max Melton, Thomas Rathbun

Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison



Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on March 23rd at 9:30am with a lesson by Ilene
Ashworth on Love/Kindness.

CONGRATULATIONS
We have learned that Phoebe Latham achieved perfect attendance in Bible Class last quarter.
Keep up the good work, Phoebe; we’re all proud of you!

LECTURESHIP
The Mabank Church of Christ is holding their Annual Lectureship on the theme of “Dangerous
‘Isms’” April 9-11. See more details on the bulletin board in the back foyer.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Billie Gilliam has moved to Northgate Plaza, room #405.

∙Megan Little will undergo surgery tomorrow at Harris Methodist in Southlake.

∙Lyda McAlister was released from the hospital & is now home at her house with home
healthcare.

∙Gene Baker (Jerry’s nephew) is suffering with cancer & is under hospice care.

∙Garron Porter (Marcella’s nephew) was released from the hospital.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Melvin & Evelyn Armstrong, Erma Lee Baker, Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Don & Judy
Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Everett Newton, Tom
Prince, Leo Townsend, Thomas West, Brenda Alsup (Lotah Franklin’s friend), Brad Anderson
(Bill Paschall’s friend), Johnny Willliams (Bobbie’s son).

According to the teachings of the Bible the prophets were spokesmen for God. Their words
were not their own nor the product of his own spirit, but came from a higher source. The
prophet was a seer, who saw things that did not lie in the domain of natural sight. He heard
things which were extraordinary and spoke as he was moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:20,
21). In passage after passage there is a sharp distinction between the person of the prophet
and his message. The true prophet declared the word of God and manifested that the words
were not his own. In all cases of prophecy the production was utterance from God which
entered into the soul of the prophet. The prophet did not need a



real vision to know what God wanted written or said for he saw with an inner eye (Isa 2:1). God
spoke to the prophets in divers manners and divers portion (Heb 1:1-5). The main things
about the “things heard” were they were sharp and clearly given. Speaking to the people in the
name of God was an awesome responsibility. The prophets in practical terms became the
“mouth of the Lord” (Ezek 7:1; 4:16). Under these conditions the prophet was regarded as one
who had an absolute compulsion to speak with reverence the word of the Lord just as person
would warn if the lion roared nearby (Am 3:8). The words burned within their souls (Jer 20:7-9).

Each year our congregation has a VBS. The themes are varied. We try to have lesson for all
ages. One of the themes we have used is the Prophets. It is a great series of lessons. It
covers the divine power of the word of God and the prophets who spoke them. God coming
over an individual and having him speaking on His behalf is called inspiration. (Num 24:2). The
prophets have many practical lessons of great value for our modern world.

This year we are again using the theme “The Prophets”. The inspired writings and history of
these prophets are accounts of great men who served the “Living God”. In calmness and with
serenity they worked among the people of God. The content of their writings are full of passion
and love. Their fiery remarks, stern rebukes were seasoned with love and mercy. Their visions
and revelations are as current today as in the distant past. We hope the congregation will find
these lessons of value for children and adults. In a few weeks we will be putting out the sheet
for worker. We hope everyone will find a place to participate and make this a great VBS.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· March 21: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· March 21: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· March 23: Ladies’ Bible class at 9:30 a.m.
· April 24: Ladies’ ½ Day
· June 2: Begins Summertime Series
· June 14-16: Vacation Bible School

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
 Purman Cofer  JC Ross  Henry Seidmeyer
 Scott Price  Robert Taylor  Stan Selby
 Bill Matthews  Max Melton
 John Mayer  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Jerry Baker  Derrol Allen  Mike Batot
 Henry Seidmeyer  Bill Paschall 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28
 Brandon Howard
 Mike Garrison

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Marvin Brown
 Mike Garrison



P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Jerry Baker

Hebrews 1:1-6

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Garl Latham (last song: Jerry McKey)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Thomas Rathbun
 Robert Ruckman

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Garl Latham

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 83 73 84 125
A.M. Worship 150 140 147 210
P.M. Worship 76 75 77 112
Wed. Class 76 93 78 110
Ladies Bible Class - 21 20 35
Contribution $5266 $4729 $5457 $5433

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


