
August 23, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

August 29, 2010

a.m. “Gambling: We and the Gambler Are Victims”

Scripture: 2 Thessalonians 3:5-12

p.m. Fifth Sunday Singing

Authenticity
Don Hatch

Witnesses heard and verified scriptures. For some two thousand years the Christian era has
flourished with a history that has uniquely created a culture. Important moral issues are made
clear. Countries like the United States of America were affected by the Judeo-Christian
principles of the Bible. Whatever others may think about the Bible there is no doubt that it has
produced a remarkable history. The origin of Christianity is ultimately and intricately related to
the Bible. No one now living has seen the Christ or His apostles. Therefore our knowledge of
Christ is entirely found in the Bible. Others have written about Him and the history of
Christianity, but the New Testament stands as the divine report of Christ and His teachings. It
is on this point that tremendous strength of the evidence is realized. No one doubts Julius
Caesar. The manuscripts about Jesus are far superior to those in existence about Julius
Caesar. Before the printing press all manuscripts were hand-written. The worn out were
replaced. An amazing number of manuscripts and papyrus fragments from before the second
century is overwhelming. Scholars have researched these and say that it is their conviction
that we have on hand within them “substantial integrity, the veritable Word of God”. We have
multiple manuscripts and fragments from early Christian writers which contain countless
quotations from the New Testament. Scholars agree that if the manuscripts of the New
Testament were lost it would be “possible to reconstruct it altogether from quotations” in these
writings and other early Christians' letters who lived within or near the date of the apostles of
Christ. There is no doubt that we have the New Testament, essentially identical, to that which
was possessed by Christians in the first century. Dates between the apostolic writers and
those who quote them are small and alteration of original composition would have been quickly
discovered. The Roman world was a world of scholars and skepticism. Myths and legends
were quickly discovered and discredited. If we can believe anything preserved from the pen of
men in ancient history the Bible bears all the marks of authenticity.

General events reported in the New Testament were authenticated by archaeological
discoveries. The internal consistencies of the New Testament writers verify their claims. It is
presumptuous for an individual, centuries removed, to deny their claims because of a bias over
supernatural declarations made in the Bible. A classic work by William Paley demonstrates
that there are “coincidental evidences which are indisputable”. Events in the New Testament
tie the history within them to that of the historical evidence which has been uncovered. The
book of Acts is very important as it deals with the spread of Christianity in the New Testament



world. It incorporates large numbers of references to places, circumstances and people which
are indisputable. If those reading it were seeking to dispute it any false evidences would
readily have been a reason to deny Christianity. They did not dispute the facts. Luke wrote his
book and it is placed among the great historians all of all times. Luke wrote the history of Jesus
Christ in “Luke”. Both books were circulated in the early Christian community and remained
indisputable. The Bible was a genuine historical work.

The descriptions of customs, food, clothing, family affairs, religious practices, political
situations, education, travel and countless other items are accurate. No statement in the Bible
has been successfully refuted by an unquestioned find of science or history. This is a profound
testimony of the accuracy and authenticity of the New Testament. The Koine [common] Greek
language was used by the New Testament writers and was actually forgotten until
rediscovered by archaeology in the modern era. Hence, there is substantial proof of
authenticity of the New Testament as a historical book.

Once the authenticity of the New Testament is established as a historical document, written
by eye witnesses, there is genuine confidence. Hence we are dealing with matters of facts, not
illusive philosophical vagaries. The Bible is a valid historical document. The New Testament
shows forth the life and works of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. He was divine in origin and
essence, as well as truly human (Phil 2:1-11; Jn 1:1-17; Mat 1:18-20; 1 Jn 1:1-5). Jesus is
shown forth in these writings as Deity. There was no monstrous plot to establish the New
Testament writers as leaders of a political ploy. They claimed to be servants of a risen Christ
who was at the right-hand of God (Acts 1 & 2). Skeptics seek to escape the adequacy of the
facts. Writers of the New Testament are not general but specific. This often escapes the
skeptic. It is easy to be general, but to be specific removes doubts and makes it vastly easier
to detect errors of public events, places, dates and other materials that would be accessible to
those who inquired. The New Testament has no such errors. Sincerity of its writers is
unquestionable. The crowning facts are that they were willing to die for what they wrote. These
writers were not unstable, filled with hysteria, delusional, gullible, slight-of-hand artists or clever
persuaders. Miracles by Jesus were verifiable. It is inconceivable that the writers would have
persisted in “the faith” if there was the slightest grounds for doubt and delusional tales which
could not be authenticated. The very character of the New Testament demands truth and
never accepts lies. The authenticity of the New Testament is its truth.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
Who is a Christian? When an elderly couple died, it was revealed that their will
bequeathed $100000.00 to "Christians". Unable to probate the will properly, the
probate officer placed the case into court. The question, who is a Christian now
had to be settled legally. But, can such a question be settled by the courts of
law? The will was broken because, it cannot be determined who is a Christian,
said the law executors! Had the judge on the bench only opened the very Bible
that he used to swear in his witnesses, he would have been able to find the
answer to his question. Who is a Christian? The Bible only makes that
determination!



A Christian is one that has been born again into the kingdom (John 3:3-5). When
one is begotten by the spirit through the word (1 Pet. 1:23, James 1:18), and born
of water (Eph. 5:26), he is converted into the kingdom (Matt. 18:3), and is a
Christian.

Christians are those who have had their past sins forgiven Christ says that He
forgives sins when one repents and is baptized (Acts 2:38; 3:19). Have you
complied with these conditions that your sins might be washed away by the blood
of Christ?

One is a Christian who has obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine (Ram.
6:17-18). Doctrine or teaching is important for we must obey a certain form or
pattern of doctrine to be saved. One must obey the truth to be saved (1 Pet.
1:22), and if one obeys the wrong doctrine (error) he will be lost (2 Thess. 2:10-
12). We must study and make sure we have obeyed the true doctrine.

A Christian is one that is IN Christ (2 Car. 5:17). One must be in Christ to have
access to all the spiritual blessings, for all are in Christ (Eph. 1:3). One must be
in Christ to be saved, for salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). To be in Christ is to
be in His body (1 Cor. 12:13). To be in the body of Christ is to be in the Church
(Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, all Christians are in Christ's body, the church (Acts
2:47). The ONLY way one can get into Christ, where there is salvation, is by
baptism (Rom 6:3; Gal. 3:27).

Remember, meeting together with fellow saints is a spiritual blessing that should
be obeyed and practiced continually. Have a great week serving our true and
living God by keeping his commandments. There is an all seeing eye watching
us! Keep all of those sick and shut-in in our prayers.

~Dean Webb

ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICES
“Putting away therefore all wickedness, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings, as newborn babes, long for the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may
grow thereby unto salvation; if ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious: unto whom coming, a



living stone, rejected indeed of men, but with God elect, precious, ye also, as living stones, are
built up a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. Because it is contained in scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief
corner stone, elect, precious: And he that believeth on him shall not be put to shame. For you
therefore that believe is the preciousness: but for such as disbelieve, The stone which the
builders rejected, The same was made the head of the corner; and, A stone of stumbling, and
a rock of offence; for they stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were
appointed. But ye are a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvellous light: who in time past were no people, but now are the people of God: who had
not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy” (1 Pet 2:1-10).

Sacrifices by definition are the bedrock of clear Christian thinking. Sacrifice is giving up
something or giving something to God. Sacrifice is required in Christian service. A religious life
without sacrifice is not Christian. Sacrifice attracts those who are ambitious to promote God
and His cause. Without sacrifice it is impossible to accomplish anything of eternal value.

It is the nature of a Christian to seek opportunities to prove their love for God. A sacrifice
seen throughout the Bible is educating those who have or may go in the wrong direction. It is
good and necessary to promote the principles of Christianity. Teaching youth and adults the
principles of spiritual ethics is Christian. They will supplant the entertainment-centered and
luxurious life style which was seen in the days of Malachi. Those people thought they could
give God anything as a “sacrifice” and He would have to accept it (Mal 1:1-10). A polluted
sacrifice is no sacrifice. Giving God the best of our time, performance and love is a
commendable place to start. Every possession or privilege is given to us by God. If we give
priority to seeking the kingdom of God first we will attain it and receive all things (Mat 6:19-34;
2 Pet 1:3-11). There are no blessings without sacrifice. In the spiritual realm, as in all others,
getting something for nothing is an illusion. To them that have been given much, much is
required (Lk 12:41-48).

The spiritual priesthood offers spiritual sacrifices (Rom 12:1-5). It is vital that the holy and
royal priesthood offer themselves first. The characteristic of this spiritual sacrifice is that it is
reasonable. The voluntary and enthusiastic response of gratitude reaffirms the mercy and
goodness of God toward the saved. The redeemed do not return to the former vile patterns of
life but are transformed by the renewing of their mind to prove the good, acceptable and
perfect will of God. A renewed mind seeks the thing that are above and lives a life of service
upon the earth (Mat 6:33).

~Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, August 29, 2010

Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison



Back foyer: Thomas Rathbun

Sunday, September 5, 2010

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES’ BIBLE CLASS
Ladies’ class will resume on September 14th at 11:00 with a lesson by Bill Matthews on “All
That Glitters Is Not Gold”, followed by a luncheon.

GLEENING FOR CHILDREN
It’s time to start bringing your green cans of pocket change for the children of Foster’s Home to
the building as they will be here in September to pick them up.

THANK YOU
To our beloved secretary and congregation, I thank you all too much for your kindness, but for
you all I would not be happy. Please continue to pray for us all; you are so precious to me.
Yours in Him, Sister Paul

RESPONSE
Hannah Guajardo (visitor) responded to the Lord’s invitation requesting prayers.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Evelyn Armstrong is now also dealing with bronchitis & low blood pressure, however she is
doing better today.

∙Hank Henry will have cataract surgery this Thursday (8/26).

∙Geraldean Jones will have a pacemaker put in on August 30th.

∙Faye West suffers with fluctuating blood pressure; she is seeing a different doctor this week.



∙Ivy Paul (missionary from India) is now home from the hospital & doing well.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jean
Kelly, BC & Grady Fowler, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Everett Newton, Tom
Prince, Jan Smithson, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Gail Hieronymus
(Mike Garrison’s daughter), Johnny Williams (Bobbie’s son).

Every Member is Important
Some of the Christians at Corinth had a poor self image. They were “ungifted” and felt inferior
to those who possessed the showy miraculous gifts of speaking in foreign languages. They felt
“left out” in the church and “unimportant”.

Paul used an analogy to deal with this problem. The church, he said, is the body of Christ.
Every Christian is a member of this spiritual body, just as the arm and leg are members of our
physical body. They are connected and interdependent. The poor self-perception of the
“ungifted” is reflected in the text. “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the
body…because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body” (1 Corinthians 12:15).

Paul affirmed that every member of the body is important. Every Christian has a place and is
needed. To prove this, he asked three rhetorical questions: “If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
And if they were all one member, where would the body be?” (1 Corinthians 12:22).

Instead of being envious or feeling inferior because of our own limitations, we should rejoice
that we are all a part of the body of Christ. Our concern should be to do what we can with
what we have where we are.

~Jimmy Jividen, gospel preacher in Abilene, TX

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -

· August 25: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· August 25: Gary Fallis: Will There Be a Judgment?”

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Mike Batot  JC Ross  Darrell Allen
 James Gilliam  Robert Taylor  Marvin Brown
 Denzil Myers  Max Melton
 Stan Selby  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Henry Seidmeyer  Derrol Allen  Glen Kelly
 Thomas Rathbun  Bill Paschall 2 Thessalonians 3:5-12
 Jerry Baker  Roy Martin

Bobby England



A.M. SONG LEADER
 Garl Latham

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Mike Batot
 Denzil Myers

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Fifth Sunday Singing Schedule

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Fifth Sunday Singing Schedule

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Bill Paschall
 John Mayer

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 91 84 84 125
A.M. Worship 147 145 148 210
P.M. Worship 75 73 77 112
Wed. Class 86 81 79 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 30
Contribution $4270 $4685 $5298 $5433

MISSIONS

Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


