
June 16, 2008

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY
June 22, 2008
a.m. “Soldiers of the Cross”

Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:1-13

p.m: “Perils of Idolatry”
Scripture: 1 John 5:18-21

Spiritual Blessings
Don Hatch

It is not unusual to read the New Testament finding blessings conspicuous and immediately
noticeable in the opening paragraphs of its books. God breathed His blessings out in
expressions of divine love. The writers express to the church an outpouring of God’s blessings
so that all might meditate on how unique they are. Each passing day the reflections and
meditations of the church were to bring spontaneous expressions from their hearts and a
careful analysis of who had blessed them. In loving arms God holds His beloved close in
tender care (Psm 77:15; 98:1). Thus, the heart and mind of the faithful, in thorough spirituality,
were motivated by every word of God which conveys eternal love. The church attains a
position of sons and daughters not by usurpation but by nomination from the divine
presentation of salvation in Christ (Eph 1:1-15). Saints are those who have been set apart to
glorify God, consecrated to proclaiming His excellence (Psm 8:1, 9; 150:2, Heb 13:15). By
virtue of the union with Christ Jesus saints are joined to the Father and receive every spiritual
blessing (Eph 1:3). Redemption by the blood of Jesus certifies and clarifies that the redeemed
are consecrated unto God and repose in His love.

Kindness and unmerited favor are described frequently in the scriptures. God bestows loving
kindness and salvation upon the guilty sinners who were washed in the blood of His Son (1 Pet
1:22-25). Grace is the fountain which brings a stream of spiritual blessings upon the
redeemed. Peace is reflected in their hearts and souls as they rejoice in redemption as an
assurance of reconciliation to God through the cross of Calvary (2 Cor 5:18-20). True and
wholesome prosperity is in the atoning sacrifice of Christ which He confers upon His body, the
church (Eph 1:21, 22; 3:20, 21). Christ is able to “…save to the uttermost them that draw near
to God through Him” (Heb 7:25).

Goodness and truth are combined into spiritual living among saints and transposing them into
those who offer adoration to Christ for His church. Christ loves the church and gave His life for
her (Eph 5:25). This love guides the church to gratitude and sets them aflame with a righteous
passion mingled with humility and sincerity to praise God. Christ in a practical way
demonstrated the need to comply with God’s commandments. He did the will of the Father
(Matt 6:10; Jn 4:34). God’s lavish gifts are so bountiful and of such a nature that only good
comes from them (Jas 1:17, 18). Together with the gifts He imparts Himself, God allows the
faithful to share in His divine nature (2 Pet 1:3-11; Psm 63:12; Rom 8:32).

Material goods are of great value but of greater value are the spiritual ones (Heb 11:9, 10).
God is an ever wise pedagogue [schoolteacher; educator] (Gal 3:24; Rom 15:1-6). Man must



learn to appreciate the spiritual above the physical. There is no depreciation of earthly
blessings only an elevation of the spiritual (Mat 6:11; 1 Tim 4:3, 4; 2 Cor 4:18). The order of
emphasis is important. Christ’s mainstay for the church has always been the spiritual. In the
new dispensation it is stated and made abundantly clear that the spiritual out weighs the
physical. Yet it would be wrong to take away from any single visible or invisible blessing. The
loftiness of any blessing coming from God has a magnitude that supersedes any scale we may
devise to measure them.

The elect are chosen as an object of God’s love in order that they might come before Him pure
and without blemish (Eph 1:4; Col 1:22). Those who otherwise would be unworthy in His sight
are reconciled and redeemed by the blood of Jesus (2 Cor 5:20). The explanation of how God
did this is that He devised a plan from before the foundation of the earth. He executed this plan
in the fullness of time and under the Mosaic law (Gal 5:4). Christ is the sum of all of God’s
plans for the redemption and reconciliation of man (Eph 1:10). The object of God’s love is
amazing. God made wisdom to abound from on high that it would guide men to faithful
obedience (Jas 3:13-18; Rom 1:1-5; 16:17-20).

It is God’s good pleasure to provide the gospel [good news] that it should outwardly be
preached and that by the foolishness of the thing preached save those who believe (1 Cor
1:18-20). The light of the gospel illuminates minds that they might handle aright the word of
truth (2 Tim 2:15). Pervading the inner most recesses of man’s life the gospel’s effect on
mankind is meant to open the heart, softening the hardened and circumspectly guiding souls
into being spiritual. Being spiritual is an invisible state that infuses into the believer a will to
bring forth fruits worthy to be presented to God (Phil 1:11; Heb 12:11; Jas 3:17).

From scriptures the saints find the source of salvation presented. The election and its nature
enable the redeemed to be grounded and rooted in the faith. The church, from its auspicious
beginning to the final day, seeks higher things of life. They imitate God as beloved children
walking in love offering themselves as a sweet sacrifice. There is no participation in darkness
but in the light of the Lord, walking as children of light proving what is well-pleasing unto the
Lord. Their purpose is to make known the manifold wisdom of God and His eternal purpose. In
the final analysis they are to be strong in the Lord and the strength of His might. Great are the
church’s spiritual blessings.

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Vacation should never be a hindrance to attending Bible Study and Worship Services. We
have to make the "right choices" regardless of the circumstances. True, we may not be able to
be present at our local congregation while on vacation, but we must not forget and leave God
out of our plans. We still need to support the work of our local congregation even though it is
not possible to be in attendance.

At just about every service of the Lord's church the question is ask ARE YOU IN CHRIST? The
little preposition "in", when it precedes Christ becomes and important word as it relates to
salvation. To be saved means to be "in" Christ. "Therefore, I endure all things for the elect's



sake, that they may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Tim.
2:10). What does it mean to be in Christ? It shows the relationship Christians have with Christ.
It shows the sphere or realm in which the Christian is located. To be in Christ is to be in His
spiritual body, the church. This is true because we are baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3); we are
baptized into the body (1 Cor. 12:13); and the body is the church (Eph. 1:22-23). Hence, to be
baptized into Christ is to be baptized into His spiritual body, the church. Since salvation is in
Christ (2:10), and to be in Christ is to be in His body, then salvation is in His body. Since
salvation is in the body of Christ, and body is the Church (Col. 1:18), then salvation or the
saved are in the Church. This shows the error that one is saved or born again and then joins
the church of his choice. It also shows the error that one can be saved outside of Christ, His
body, the church. Being saved, born again, a Christian, and being in Christ, the church, all
refer to the same process. Since salvation is in Christ and no saved are outside Christ, it is
essential to be in Christ.

Since it is essential to be in Christ, because salvation is there, how does one get INTO Christ?
There are only three passages that tell us how to get INTO Christ (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3; 1 Cor.
12:13. All three passages say that the way one gets into Christ is by baptism. "For as many of
you as have been baptized INTO Christ have put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). These passages are
too plain to be misunderstood, and cannot be ignored. Baptism puts one into Christ (the
Church) where there is salvation (2 Tim. 2:10; Rom. 6:3; Acts 2:47). Therefore, baptism is
essential to salvation. If we are not in Christ, then we are outside of Christ, and if outside of
Christ, lost. Read (Acts 8:34-39).

Continue to pray for all of our members and the many works going on in several areas. You
are to be commended for doing good works! Have a great week serving God and pray for our
sick and shut-ins.

~Dean Webb

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008

Called To Be Holy
One aspect of the Christian life stands out from all the rest. That is the attribute of holiness.
Holiness is begun in obedience (1 Pet 1:14). This obedience manifests itself in the things done
in the body (2 Cor. 5:10). Worldly desires compromise the will to be like God. Christians must
not be conformed to the world but transformed by the renewing of their minds to know what the
good, acceptable and perfect will of God is and to offer themselves as spiritual sacrifices unto
Him ( Rom 12:1-5).

As Children of God Christians are called to live holy lives (1 Jn. 3:1-12). True holiness comes
from being in a proper relationship with God. Personal holiness is encouraged when one is
aware of the temporary nature of life. Holiness teaches one to seek spiritual living first. God is
holy and has called mankind to live worthy lives. Let us live as God’s holy ones so that we can
live eternally with Him.



The Importance Of The Church
The interest and involvement shown by an individual in a particular activity are usually directly
proportional to the sense of importance attached to that activity. The involvement and interest
in school work, marriage, even family, will reflect this sense of importance or lack of
importance. This is particularly true of the church. No worldly power compels attendance and
involvement; there is no financial incentive. Interest and involvement in the church reflect the
importance one attaches to it.

How is one to determine the importance of the church to his life and service? Please note the
importance the church was/is assigned in Scripture.

1. The church was important to God. He purposed it from all eternity "according to the
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Ephesians 3:11). The purpose
was steadily revealed with greater fullness in the prophets and in the ministry of Jesus. The
church belongs to God as one who planned and purposed it. Its importance to Him is evident.

2. The church was important to Jesus. He died that the church might come into existence.
The church was purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25, 26). He serves as
head of the church (Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22). He is the mediator between God and
man who makes reconciliation possible (1 Timothy 2:5; Ephesians 2:16). He will rule over the
church until the end of all things in this world (1 Corinthians 15:24-28). The church is of utmost
importance to Jesus our Lord.

3. The church is important to God's people. They are reconciled to God (Ephesians 2:16).
They serve the living and true God and await His Son from heaven (1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10).
In the church the abiding hope in Christ is present (1 Peter 1:3). In the church is found the
opportunity and provision for maturing and developing in the image of God (2 Corinthians
3:18). In view of the importance the church holds in the thoughts and actions of God and
Christ, and in view of its importance in our own lives, it is worthy of our continuing interest and
involvement. Via- The Voice of Truth International

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, June 22, 2008

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro; Stan & Doris Selby

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Sunday, June 29, 2008

Front foyer: Paul & Bernice Guisinger; Jamie & Megan Little

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor



Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SUMMER YOUTH SERIES
The Summer Youth Series will be held on Tuesday, June 24th at the Bridgewood Church of
Christ in Ft. Worth. Please meet at the building at 5:30 p.m. & see Beverly McKey or Melissa
Allen with questions.

39ers
Because of the Vacation Bible School schedule, the 39er get-together has been moved to
Monday, June 23rd at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex. Please bring finger foods this time.

THANK YOU
Dear Christian friends, I want to thank each of you for the lovely birthday cards. They made my
day special! Love, Laquita Baker

Thank you sincerely for sharing our sorrow; your kindness is deeply appreciated and will
always be remembered. Family of Georgia Meyer

Thank you so much for all of the encouraging cards & prayers. The surgery went well & I’ll see
a radiologist tomorrow (6/16). Nola Wolfe

SUMMERTIME GOSPEL PREACHING
Our theme this year is “Give Me the Bible, Holy Message Shining”. Next week’s
Wednesday evening worship, June 25th, will be a lesson entitled “There Is One Baptism”
brought to us by Brother Bill Burke. The scripture reference is Acts 2:37-42.

WEDDING SHOWER
There will be a wedding shower honoring Justin Hardegree & his bride-elect, Annelise Garner
on Sunday, July 13th from 2pm-4pm in the Annex. Their chosen colors are green & yellow;
they are registered at Target & Bed, Bath, & Beyond. If you are interested in contributing to a
group gift, please see Beverly McKey.

PRAYERS ANSWERED
The Lord blessed us yesterday with the return of Jane Easter, AC & Maxine Prude, and Robert
Taylor, all of whom were able to be in worship following illness, injury, & surgery.



WITH SYMPATHY
Bill Roses (Polly’s husband) passed away last week. Arrangements are being made for a
graveside service at the Nat’l Cemetery; Polly will let us know more details when available.

Mary Smith (of the North Irving congregation) passed away last week at age 100.

PRAYER CONCERNS
√Fauna Garrett is in Baylor/Irving, PCU #314.

√Barbara Coop (Fred & Bessie Hann’s daughter) is very ill in ICU at Medical City Hospital.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Bob Bingham, Bob Bradley, Fauna Garrett, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson,
Frances Tipton, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Paul Batot (Mike’s dad),
Jimmy & Betty Douglass (relatives of Billie Prince & Linda Head), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s
husband), Joy Gilliam (the Gilliam’s daughter-in-law), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-
in-law), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), Bette Yearwood (Becky Henry’s
sister), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· June 23: 39ers in Annex at 6:30 p.m.
· June 24: Summer Youth Series, Bridgewood – Ft. Worth
· June 25: Wed. Night Sumertime Preaching, Bill Burke
· July: Cisco Youth Camp
· July 13: Wedding shower for Hardegree/Garner in Annex, 2-4pm
· July 19: Hardegree & Garner wedding

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Betty Ruckman

Sunday evening:
· Samantha Harvey

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Ty Harvey JC Ross John Mayer
Dorris Walker Robert Taylor Jerry Baker
Garl Latham Max Melton
Mike Batot Keith Vaughn SCRIPTURE READING
James Gilliam Bill Paschall Darrell Allen
John Mayer Virgil LaFerney 2 Timothy 2:1-13
Bill Matthews Bobby Bowen
Darrell Allen Jeremy Hardegree



SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Bill Matthews
Rob Farmer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Glen Kelly
Stan Selby


COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Ty Harvey

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 103 91 96 125
A.M. Worship 164 160 169 210
P.M. Worship 98 83 93 112
Wed. Class 105 100 94 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 35
Contribution $4596 $4704 $5369 $5400

MISSIONS
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


