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Class meets at 10 a.m.
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Pentecost -Something to Restore
Don Hatch

The Apostolic Doctrine commenced on
Pentecost (33 AD) and completed with the last
period of the book of Revelation. It has had many
attacks. Apostasy is an ugly word; never-the-less
history is replete with illustrations of it. The death
of Christ was neither accidental nor incidental.
God determined it as a commencement for the
scheme of redemption for the lost. When men add
to or take away from the words of God there is
apostasy. In order to appreciate the history of the
church one must appreciate the awesomeness of
the church in the first century. These disciples of
Christ were remarkable in the face of trials and
tribulations. They persistently held to the doctrine
of the Apostles. Opposition came from the
Jewish, Romans and Pagan communities. Moral
conditions were appalling. Yet these “called out”
determined to hold to the newly established order
under the Kingship of Christ. As the centuries
have passed it has been renamed the “Ancient
Order”. It is worthy of the church today to
consider that Ancient Order, hold fast to it and
pass it on to posterity.

The early spread of this Ancient Order was
according to God’s plan. It went to the Jews first
then to the entire world (Acts 1:8-10; Rom 1:16).
Worship by the church of Christ in the first
century was simple, spiritual and in accordance
with God’s mandate (Jn 4:23, 24). The purity of
this was soon lost as men sought to make the
church appealing to the culture of their day. Some
were willing to go into apostasy at the expense of
souls speaking perverse things and drawing away
the disciples (Acts 20:28-30).

The growth of heresy was slow, relentless
and insidious. First was the change of
government of the church. Following hard upon
the heels of this was the prideful destructive,
pretentious spectacle in worship led by arrogant
preachers. Tolerating this wreaked havoc upon
the faith once for all delivered to the saints (Jude
3). As one climbs to the vantage point of history
it is easy to see that there was a need to return to
the Ancient Order. The departure from “the
pattern” was in the change of doctrine and
organization found in the New Testament. The
errors increased in proportion to the favor these
apostates received from governments and people.
The establishment of the Roman Catholic
Church, her alteration of Apostolic Doctrine and
increase of Sacraments (baptism, confirmation,
Eucharist, penance, extreme unction, ordination
of priests, and marriage) plunged Christianity into

a dark age. Reformation was needed and soon some
cried out for it. Reformation did not accomplish the
desired results. This sought only to reform the existing
institution which had withheld the Bible from the masses
for centuries. These reformers did not want to leave the
apostate church, only to reform some of her doctrines.
There was never a desire to return to the Ancient Order.

One of the most thrilling effects on history was when
several individuals on the North American continent
determined to return to the Ancient Order by affecting a
Restoration Movement. They wanted to go back to the
Bible and restore the Apostolic Doctrine. Pentecost
(33AD) became their rallying point. “Where the Scriptures
speak, we speak; where the Scriptures are silent, we are
silent”, were their claims and the Bible was sufficient in
all matters of faith and practice. The return to the New
Testament patterns became the Magna Charta of the
Restoration Movement. Some of their slogans were “In
matters of Scripture Unity, in matters of Opinion liberty,
but in all things brotherly love.”

Each generation needs to investigate the New
Testament anew. There is a surety that if one uses the time
honored hermeneutic of book, chapter and verse, and
“…give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright
the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15) one will find the manner
of worship in a faithful congregation of churches of Christ
biblically sound and spiritually uplifting.

By reaffirming that the church of Christ began on
Pentecost and using the New Testament as our guide
congregation of the church of Christ can be established.
We should practice worship in word and deed, doing all in
the name of the Lord. We need only a reawakening and
holding fast to the apostolic teachings. We must be careful
not to yield to those who sit around, conscientious, but
afraid to do. We need not apologize for faithfulness. We
must be fearless to defend the Apostolic Doctrine and
glory in the church of Christ (Acts 2:42; Matt 16:18-20).

There is no time in history this side of the day of
Pentecost that thrills a believer in truth than the effort to
“restore the ancient order”. The bursting forth of men and
women who loved truth more than life is a wave of
spirituality and religious searching unparalleled in history.
The list of pioneers who gave their all is endless and a
blessing. Struggling for the truth and the joy of finding
and embracing truth is unparallel. Honest men and women
from all sections of society are hearing the difference
between the ancient order and modernism. Like a spring
morning the Restoration Movement is sweeping around
the world, The ancient foe is rousted and noted for
changing the Church’s doctrine, worship and truth (Gal
1:6-11). An overthrow of sectarianism and reconciling to
God’s ancient order is the grandest theme on mortal’s
tongue.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

“For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus”. Galatians 3:26-28

The elders request that the ladies of this congregation invite
all of their fellow lady friends and family to the Ladies 1/2
Day at Belt Line on Saturday, April 30. This is a wonderful
opportunity to share the gospel and encourage one another
with a meal to follow. I remember a few years ago while I
was visiting Beau, Cameroon, we stopped by a church
building and there was a Ladies Day going on with about 200
Christian ladies. They ask me to speak a few minutes. I told
them about the wonderful time that you have every year in our
Ladies 1/2 Day. They were excited to know and hear
firsthand how the women of the church throughout the world
are very involved in spreading the good news of Jesus and
strengthening each other as Christian workers for the Lord.
There is no substitute for the example and influence of the
Christian wife and mother. Abraham Lincoln once said, “No
man is poor who has a godly mother.” Thackery wrote,
“Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts of little
children.” The Jewish Talmud asks, “Who is best taught?”
Then answers, “He who first learned from his mother.”

There is good news from our missionary in Wotutu,
Cameroon, Elangwe Gregory, in his report below:

Dearest in Christ,
Greetings from this part of the globe, we are happy

this way and we do hope all is well with you and the family
there.

The Wotutu congregation entered into the new month
of April sound and the church is healthy. Keep praying for us
as the general theme for the year, MY YEAR OF
DETERMINATION continue to create impact in the lives of
many here.

The students in BVBIC-Wotutu continue to grow as
they prepare for full time ministry at the end of this year. The
students are growing and they will start research of different
topics which will be documented in our school and they will
go with a copy. We are still delaying to get our computer and
internet going this will help the students get access to the
internet. Our computers are all down because of a power
problem on our building.

The first picture is me analyzing the theme of the
month, TOTAL TRANSFORMATION, Ezek 37:1-11. It was
great today in Wotutu as many of our visitors confessed the
emptiness of their dry bones, that they need the word to gain
flesh and be a living being.

The second picture is the congregation in Wotutu is
getting filled weekly, more benches will be needed pretty
soon. Keep this work in your prayers as the Lord’s blessings
attract the devil to come closer.

The third picture is our congregation being blessed with
the gift of a child through the family of brother Lovert. Little
Eboli Daniel came in as a set of twins, but one pass away.
Keep this family in your prayers.

The fourth picture is children of the Brightland Christian
Academy, the smiles are clean. Many thanks to all who are
involved in making this possible. Tomorrow we shall appear
before the minister of social affairs to hand over all
documents. We have been operating the home for the past one
year now and at the level of our region, the delegates got and
checked all the documents to make the home legal. This is the
final stage to hand over the documents for final authorization.
Keep me and my wife in your prayers as we travel early in the
morning to Yaoundé.

The fifth picture is the Lord adding brother Robert in
Wotutu congregation.

The sixth picture is the Lord adding brother Rene, obeying
the gospel. Our mission printing tracts and our early morning
radio program is making impact in the entire community.

PLANS
Likomba mission is growing. The new congregation is

growing rapidly. We need more benches, now if possible to
handle many more people who are discovering the
congregation and the New Testament worship in that
community.

Appreciation
Thank you Lord for all that you are using your people to

do in the life of this congregation and the work in Cameroon.
Thank you for allowing the Lord to use you.

Share this with many others in your life.
Elangwe and family
By His grace Director BVBIC-wotutu

Richard Renfro



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

April 17, 2016
Front foyer: Don & Anne

Herriage
Back foyer: Henry Seidmeyer &

Doris Selby

April 24, 2016
Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth

Garrison
Back foyer: Thomas Rathbun &

Polly Roses

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate tracts.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

*****************
Contribution Counters For

April

Glen Kelly & Scot Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

April

Dorris & Janie Walker

****************
Military:

Chris and Abigail Mathews

***************

Sermon Titles
April 17, 2016

a.m: “Good Gifts Of The
Father ”

Scripture: James 1:12-18
p.m: “Atonement’s Effects”

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:18-25

April 24, 2016
a.m: “The Unfolding Of

Character ”
Scripture: 2 Peter 1:3-12

p.m: “Growth”
Scripture: 2 Peter 3:14-18

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Dessie Ross, Don and Margaret
Lewis, Frances Tipton, Diedra
Sutton, Tom Prince, Ruben
Melendez, Tom Head, David &
Faye West, Laquita Baker, Glen
Kelly, Mike Garrison

Homebound Members:
Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Dessie Ross

Recovering at Home:
Laquita Baker was in MCA
Arlington last week. She was able
to go home on Thursday.
Max Melton got out of the
hospital Wednesday and is back at
Northgate Plaza for rehab.
Tom Prince fell Saturday night
and everything seems to be okay.

Hospital:
Glen Kelly is at Kindred Hospital
on Greenville Ave., room #133.
He will be there for a couple of
weeks.
Janice Daniel’s brother-in-law
Norm Audette is at Ethicus
Hospital in Grapevine, room #205
for rehab.
Kim Mayer’s dad is in a
Longview hospital. He has
pneumonia, a blood clot and a
compound fracture in his neck.

Prayer Request:
Alice Moore (former member)
has been moved to a facility in
Lewisville. She has a brain tumor
and the family needs our prayers.

Upcoming Procedures:
Elizabeth Garrison’s son, Joe
Mack Dwyer will be having
surgery on Wednesday.

Nursing Home:
Elsie Nanney – Avante
Frances Tipton – Marine Creek
Max Melton – Northgate Plaza

Tom Prince – Northgate Plaza

*****************
WORK DAY

There will be a special WORK
DAY on Saturday, April 23rd

starting at 8 a.m. We need
everyone that can come help us
clean the building in preparation
for our Ladies ½ Day. It will be
greatly appreciated if you can
come help us in this endeavor so
that the Ladies will have a very
successful day on the 30th as there
is a lot to be done.

*****************
39’ers

The 39’ers will meet on April
18th at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex.
Please bring food and come enjoy
the wonderful fellowship.

*****************
RESPONSE

Amber Vaughan came forward
Wednesday night asking for
prayers to have strength and the
ability to forgive those that hurt
her deeply several years ago.

*****************
LADIES UPCOMING EVENT
We need small gift items for ten
bags for our Ladies 1/2 Day. If
you would like to contribute,
please bring your items by
Sunday, April 24th. For more
information see Beverly McKey.

*****************

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Class will not meet again
until September.



4/23/16 – Work Day – 8:00 a.m.

4/30/16 – Ladies ½ Day – 9:00 am

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Glen Kelly – 4/1
Rebecca Andrepont – 4/1
Jerry Grantham – 4/2
Mary Wise – 4/2
Vern Lundquist – 4/6
Billie Beverly – 4/7
Sissy Allen – 4/12
Bobby Allen – 4/16
Henry Seidmeyer – 4/16
Nelda Bell Newton – 4/17
Tom Head – 4/18
Jeanene Heilman – 4/19
Alice Worthy – 4/20
Thomas Rathbun – 4/21
Mary Walker – 4/22
Don Hatch – 4/25
Faye West – 4/30

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Bobby & Sissy Allen – 4/18

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 4/17/16 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro

 John Mayer . Vern Lundquist  Ken Lee
 Nathan Allen  Bobby England  Dean Webb
 Dorris Walker  Dale Cox
 Curtis Vaughan . Robert Taylor A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Alex Mayer  Thomas Rathbun
 Purman Cofer James 1:12-18

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Curtis Vaughan

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Jerry Baker
 Scot Allen
 Thomas Rathbun P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Henry Seidmeyer
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS l Peter 2:18-25

Thomas Rathbun
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 60 61 63 100
A.M. Worship 87 108 104 150
P.M. Worship 77 69 72 80
Wed. Class 44 56 56 85
Contribution $6974 $4641 $5490 $5170
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY
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MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Carlos Tario – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Brayden Shelley – Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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