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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY
March 30, 2008
a.m. When They Believed“”
Scripture: Acts 8:9-13

p.m: Fifth Sunday Singing
Proverbs-To Serve Better

Don Hatch

It seems like we are bombarded by inane clichés, trivial catchwords and godless sound bites
saying that they are true wisdom and standards for human behavior. The Bible alone is the
receptacle and repository of that which guides unto holiness. Great wisdom can be found in its
pages. The Bible retains the highest course of study offered anywhere in the world for
humanity on how to live under God and with his fellowman. It beckons the world to seek from it
pages practical and spiritual principles as a compass for daily living.

The Bible is written to those of all ages. It is like a rudder to the ship on the sea, guiding from
one port to another. One of the books, filled with venerated accumulation of knowledge,
judgment and wisdom is Proverbs. Of its 930 sayings most know only a few such as “fear the
Lord; trust him and train up a child” (Prov 1:7; 3:5, 6; 22:6). Perhaps the “virtuous woman”
found in the 31st chapter is well known.

Proverbs is not a book of platitudes and attitudes. Within its pages is the truthful witness of
heaven’s promises for health, wealth and prosperity of the soul. It is not a hodgepodge of
rhymes and sayings. It is not a scatterbrained set of conversational statements. Proverbs sets
high priorities and well-being for those who choose to follow God.

Some writers have not helped in understanding Proverbs by making it “God Psychology”. God
is not a psychologist. He is God and therefore has omniscience, having total knowledge,
knowing everything. We should not substitute trust in God’s wisdom for that of man nor
consider that man is in the same arena with God’s wisdom (Jas 3:13-18). Man’s work is to
accept God’s word by faith (Rom 10:16, 17; Heb 11:6). The need of mankind is to use God’s
special field of study to understand rationally and experientially how the providence of God
works.

Proverbs provides wise statements which rank above writings of men. “A stitch in time saves
nine” is good but does not compare to the biblical standards for the soul which is greater than
a garment. Proverbs expresses “truisms” which are inalterable by time, culture or
circumstance.

Proverbs is considered “poetic” and the clever way it teaches often escapes the modern
reader. Subtle and pithy statements are axioms of eternal value. Modern readers are not
accustomed to the style and composition of Proverbs. The challenge is not to go to Proverbs
with preconceived prejudices. Studying Proverbs is a lifelong work wherein one can find daily



applications. Proverbs accents the positive and predicates belief in God upon provable
documentation in the lives of believers.

Proverbs is generally divided into seven collections of wise sayings. Accordingly, for one to
master the “house of wise sayings”, he must seek to understand why these individuals have
been addressed and the wise teacher addressing them. Typically heartfelt obedience is
required to grasp the meaning of the national and worldwide views given in Proverbs.
Warnings against rival ideas to God’s ways are sprinkled throughout the book. Frequently the
writer takes a “fatherly” approach. The addresses are to the masses which include the gullible
and unconcerned. The lectures are to strike a cord within the heart of the hearer hoping to
return them to a view of Israel as a theocratic nation. Deeds of consequences are
demonstrated and character traits are galvanized onto the soul of the reader. The Lord is the
great “guarantor” who gives promises, assurances and pledges. His role is to assure the
“deeds-outcome”.

Proverbial ethics and directions are implanted into the life of the hearer. Wisdom demands an
increase in obedience and avoidance of decline in moral fiber. The means of echoing God’s
words in the mind and heart of the Israelites was by distilling truth into small statements
dictated to young and old. The young were instructed that they might not unintentionally
deviate from what is correct and for the aged that they might demonstrate the folly of the
“broad way”.

Expressed promises are biblically taught that the man of God might have a triggering
mechanism in the heart and soul to guide one in accordance with the dictates of a trained
conscience causing a man to refrain from evil. God shows how to be true, reasoning from cited
examples as means of proof to validate that His way is the only one. In Proverbs the writer is
guided to use aphorisms [a brief statement of a principle]; similes [advocating a comparison
of things of unlike nature]; metaphors [a comparison of things of like nature]; allegories
[extended metaphor]; anthropomorphisms [human like traits], synecdoche [part
representing the whole], metonymies [associating items] hyperbole [overstatement] and
ironies [saying one thing and meaning another].

Proverbs is specifically Israel ’s wisdom in poetic form. Ecclesiastes is considered prose.
Proverbs are short sayings with long admonitions. The broad genius of Proverbs is that it is
tutorial. It introduces systematic theology, soteriology [salvation] and expands into eschatology
[ultimate and final end of time]. Proverbs will broaden horizons and equip the heart, soul and
mind to serve God better. Within Proverbs are the rewards for the wise. “…give diligence to
present thyself approved unto God a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling
aright the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15).

FAMILY CARE
A Message From Our Shepherds

The Belt Line Road congregation should be a growing congregation both spiritually and
numerically. We hear the truth preached and taught every time we come together as a body of



believers. The entire family is to be commended for their love of God’s word and striving to
keep His commandments. We have many great works taking place that build up the brethren
and that reach out to those who have not surrendered their lives to Christ. Our preacher is one
of the most dedicated preachers in the brotherhood. Always straight forward lessons of truth
from God’s word are preached in a simple, understanding way.

Our teachers are truly dedicated servants working in God’s Kingdom. The messages you hear
from them will be truth taught from God’s word. Belt Line Road is a family that any loving
person ought to want to be in the family. We wonder why some of us don’t feel we need to take
advantage of the opportunity.

Our mission printing program continues to excel in preparing materials, for Christians and non-
Christians alike, to be shipped throughout the world. In a time when so many congregations
are preaching and teaching those things that tickle the ears and soothe consciences of the
unrepentant, we must stand tall for the Lord and speak His word as it is truly revealed. Dorris
and Janie Walker continue to invest much time and money of their own making this program
the success that it is now. We greatly appreciate them and those that work week after week,
and many times day after day, keeping this program producing. If you feel your talents are not
being used, how about trying this work? You will feel good about it and know you are indirectly
helping someone know about the written word. “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth,
and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:2-4).

Everyone that possibly can ought to assemble with the saints at every meeting time. You are
missed when you are not present, and you will miss being fellowshipped. Read Heb. 10:35,
then read Matt. 16:26, 27.

Remember to pray for those that are sick and shut-in! Have a great week serving God!

~ Dean Webb

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008
Read The Bible

When should you read the Bible? When you are in sorrow God’s word speaks to the heart,
soul and mind giving hope for today and tomorrow. Hope stands as a gateway to the glory of
God (Jn 17; Rom 5:1-11). Read the Bible when you are glad and it will identify from whom all
blessings flow (Jas 1; 17, 18). In the sunshine of God’s love sadness is turned into joy. God is
the God of all comfort and peace (2 Cor 1:3, 4; Phil 4:4-7). Read the Bible in your youth for it
will guide you away from follies. It will help you select friends and companions for life (1 Cor
15:33). Read the Bible when you are grown. The burdens of life are shared by a Lord who
cares (Matt 11:29, 30). Read it when you have aged and long to be with the Lord for its pages
are filled with eternal hope (1 Jn 2:12-17). Read the Bible daily.



~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the March 28, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News

Philippians 4:13
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”.

The road to success is not straight.

There is a curve called Failure,

A loop called Confusion,

Speed Bumps called Friends,

Red lights called Enemies,

Caution lights called Family.

You will have flats called Jobs,

But if you have a spare called Determination,

An engine called Perseverance,

Insurance called Faith,

A drive called Jesus,

You can make it on to a place called Success.

~ Gingergrams

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 23, 2008

Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison; Max Melton

Back foyer: Megan Little; Carol Swinney

Sunday, March 30, 2008

Front foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews; Ilene Ashworth

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Family News:



MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet Tuesday, April 1st at 11:00 a.m. for a lesson & a luncheon.

WORK DAY
The Teens are planning a work day for Saturday, April 19th. If you have any chores around
the house that you’d like help with, please see Darrell Allen.

DAYS OF DEVOTION
We still have six copies of the book Days of Devotion from the Shenandoah Lectureship. The
price is $10; please let us know if you’re interested.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The time for Vacation Bible School is not too far away, June 15-18, with the subject of
Creation. Please see the sign-up sheet on the table in the front foyer if you’d be interested in
teaching. Materials are now available; please see Brother Don.

THANK YOU
Thank you so much for the prayers, calls & visits. I couldn’t have made it otherwise; come see
me! Love you, Jean Haddock

Thank you all so much for all of your prayers for our baby Mary Elaina. Your prayers & concern
mean so much even though we are not members. Our children & Mary speak very highly of all
of you. Thank you again! Don, Crystal, Amber, Curtis, & Mary Elaina Vaughan

THOSE TO SERVE IN APRIL
Lord’s table (front): James Gilliam, John Mayer, Glen Kelly, Marvin Brown, Mike Batot, Bill
Matthews, Thomas Rathbun, Dorris Walker

(back): JC Ross, Max Melton, Derroll Allen, Robert Taylor, Bobby Bowen, Keith Vaughn,
Jeremy Hardegree, Virgil La Ferney

p.m. Darrell Allen, Garl Latham



Card Pickup: a.m. Ethan Howard, Toby Howard

p.m. Nathan Allen, Alex Mayer

Contribution Counters: Mike Batot, Stan Selby

Communion Preparers: Stan & Doris Selby

WEDDING SHOWER
Just a reminder that anyone who would like to contribute to a group gift for Brandon & Kenica
may see Beverly McKey. The shower is scheduled for Saturday, April 12th from 2pm – 4pm,
come & stay.

WEDDING INVITATIONS
Because you have shared in our lives by your friendship and love, we Kenica Amanda Parish
and Brandon Charles Thomason together with our parents invite you to share the beginning
of our new life together when we exchange marriage vows on Saturday, the twenty-sixth of
April two thousand and eight at two o’clock in the afternoon. Lakeside Lodge; 5529 Upper Lake
Drive; Sulphur, OK 73086.

Gary Workman and Nadya Strakhova invite you to their upcoming wedding on Saturday,
March 29th at 1:00 p.m. at the Belt Line Road Church of Christ, 1202 N. Belt Line Road in
Irving. Reception to follow in the annex. Please call in an RSVP to the Belt Line church office
at (972)790-8606.

GOSPEL MEETINGS
The Robinson Road Church of Christ is hosting a Gospel Meeting March 30-April 2 with
Brother Bill Burke as the speaker.

The Birdville Church of Christ will also be hosting a Gospel Meeting & Homecoming April 6-9
with former minister George Tipps.

Please see the bulletin board in the back foyer for more details.

PRAYER CONCERNS
√Tom Prince will undergo an injection in his back on March 26th.

√JB Paul is undergoing heart problems; his meds have been changed.

√Marcella Porter’s brother, Lewis, is awaiting results from a stress test.

√Kent Smith (Beverly McKey’s cousin) has been diagnosed with cancer.

√Mary Vaughan (Mary Curtis’ new grandbaby) is in Children’s Hospital, room #336 to undergo
surgery on Wednesday (3/26).

√Ronnie Vaughn (Dessie Ross’ son) is undergoing testing for spots found.



Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: BC Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Judy Hancock, Garldean Latham, Frances & Jack
LaFerney, AC & Maxine Prude, Frances Tipton, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s
friend), Paul Batot (Mike’s dad), Shirley Bryant (James Gilliam’s sister), Vern Daniel (Janice’s
son) Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Elizabeth Oliver (Becky Henry’s sister), Nell Rogers
(Carol Swinney’s sister), Earl Scott (Mary Scott’s son), Nita Spencer (the Webb’s niece),
Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), Allen Taylor (the Taylor’s grandson), Lewis
Tomlinson (Nelda Bell Newton’s son), Larry Toye, & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Apr 1 – Ladies’ Bible Class at 11 am & luncheon
· Apr 12 – Shower for Brandon & Kenica in the Annex
· Apr 19 – Teen Work Day
· June 15 thru 18 –Vacation Bible School

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Mary Bowen

Sunday evening:
· Samantha Harvey

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
James Gilliam JC Ross Tom Prince
John Mayer Max Melton Paul Guisinger
Glen Kelly Derroll Allen
Marvin Brown Robert Taylor SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Batot Bobby Bowen Darrell Allen
Bill Matthews Keith Vaughn Acts 8:9-13
Thomas Rathbun Jeremy Hardegree
Dorris Walker Virgil LaFerney

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Ty Harvey
Melvin Armstrong


LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Darrell Allen
Garl Latham


COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Ty Harvey



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 101 90 96 125
A.M. Worship 165 179 169 210
P.M. Worship 90 81 93 112
Wed. Class 89 89 93 110
Ladies Bible Class 23 - 28 35
Contribution $4934 $4828 $5455 $5400

MISSIONS
Gary Workman – Ukraine
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


