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Like Begets Like

Don Hatch

Faith knows that there is an outstretched
hand of God and grasps it to appropriate all
divine gifts. Faith is the counterpart of the soul
as the senses are to the body. The hope of faith
looks to God for all needs. Believers in Christ
are persuaded that He is able to guard that
which is committed unto Him against the Day
of Judgment (2 Tim 1:12). Faith forms the
foundation for a believer to stand upon. The
New Testament teaches that faith lives from
faith unto faith (Rom 1:16, 17). In all
circumstances faith is essential (Mk 16:16;
Rom 14:23). It trusts in God, whom it cannot
see, to fulfill all promises because the faithful
have forsaken all and trust Him.

Faith is not blind, unintelligent nor is it
naïveté. Those who lived in the past are
witnesses which surround the believer giving
insight and strength to seek God’s good
pleasure (Heb 12:1-5). Believers run the race
with patience laying aside the sins which so
easily beset, looking toward Jesus the author
and perfecter of faith. When we consider Him
it gives us strength not to be weary in our souls
when struggling against sin. Faith seeks to
please God through Christ and while leaning
on the everlasting arms (Deut 33:27). Those
who know God put their trust in Him (Psm
9:10).

Faith like love seeks not its own (1 Cor 13:5).
Faith has confidence that God will deliver from
the curse of sin and failures which beset the
soul (Acts 10:43).The confession of sin renders
Satan’s powers ineffective (1 Jn 1:4-10; Rom
10:9; 2 Cor 4:13). Living independently from
the faith God calls for there can be no access to
His blessings. Faith growing stronger
demonstrates that putting full trust in God
grants immeasurable strength (Rom 4). Facing
trials and hardships gather strength from God
just like Abraham did and will bring glory to
Him. Disobedience removes God and installs
one’s self as monarch. God supplied a Savior,
King of kings, Lord of lords and the facilities
to believe in Him as such (Acts 15:11; 2 Tim
1:12; Rev 19:16; Col 1:13). It is given on
behalf of Christ to believe in Him (Phil 1:29).
Such faith and obedience has its full realization
in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22, 23). As each
allows God to have His way with He makes the
object of their faith more precious (1 Cor

12:12-31). The Author and Finisher of faith assures
believers that they will be more than “conquerors”
(Rom 8:31-39). He will never leave nor forsake the
obedient faithful (Heb 13:1-9).

Like begets like! Faithfulness follows the path of
righteousness whereupon other have trodden (Mat 7:13,
14; 1 Jn 1:1-10). A list of faithful followers of God is
extensive: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses
Joshua, Caleb, Deborah, Ruth, Esther, the prophets and
New Testament men and women. This great league of
dependable and loyal followers of God demonstrates
that the life of faith is livable. Faith is a human action
blessed by divine providence. Daily the believer
exercises faith by manifesting benevolence and
evangelism. Disciples need an anchor of the soul within
the storms of life and He that is faithful anchors the
soul steadfast and sure (Heb 6:19). Jesus is greater than
all obstacles in life. God is able to do exceedingly
abundantly above all that we ask or think according to
the power that works in us (Eph 3:20-21). If the disciple
is to be like the Lord there must be obedient
faithfulness. One must have a willingness to abandon
all that hinders the development of faith (Heb 12:1-5).

Affirmation of faith is not on what is done, nor on any
inward desire. All are affirmed by God at the end of
life’s journey when He says, “…well done thou good
and faithful servant” (Mat 25:21, 23). If we trust God
we will never be baffled because we can find within His
word the answers to the issues of life (1 Thes 5:24, 25).

Obedience and service are vital parts of faithfulness
(Eph 3:1-13). The Bible presents those who proved
their faith by their works. Faith must be our way of
living if we are to have an authenticity of faith in our
life. We walk by faith (2 Cor 5:7). We stand on faith (2
Cor 1:24). We live by faith (Gal 2:20; 3:11). All things
are possible to those who believe in God (Mk 9:23).
Unbelief is an impediment to the powerful works of
God (Mat 13:58; 17:14-20). Faith is an example to
other believers manifesting love, patience and hope (1
Thes 1:3-10). The faithful have good courage and are
willing to do God’s will even in the face of obstacles (2
Cor 5:1-10). Being well-pleasing to God is paramount
in the life of a disciple. The conscience must remain
clean seeking to glorify God in sober mindedness (2
Cor 5:11-19).

All power and blessing accrued in the life of a faithful
follower of Christ accomplish great things and boldness
(2 Cor 4:12; Isa 41:10). Disciples do not faint even as
the outward man decays because the inward man is
renewed day by day and “…they look not at things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for
the things seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal” (2 Cor 4:16-18). Like begets like.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Josh 24:15...”And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD,

choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which

your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or

the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me

and my house, we will serve the LORD."

It seems the people of old faced some of the same situations we

are challenged with today. Only a few among many people

chose to serve God. Joshua and his family didn't choose to be

like others about them. He took a firm stand and said "as for me

and my house, we will serve the LORD". We must follow this

good example!

We grow stronger when we are challenged, when things are

difficult, and when we do not surrender to demanding

situations. When we are faced with family or financial

problems, illness, work assignments or any condition that

requires us to buckle down and face reality, we become

stronger, and Christians also grow stronger in their trust and

faith in God. We have no one else to look to for strength and

courage to guide us through trying times except our God. He is

faithful to us, and He will never leave us nor forsake us. If there

is a separation between us and God, we are the ones that move

away from God. If we draw near to God he is faithful and will

draw near to us (Ps. 73:28).

Our Father in Heaven knows all about us; the Bible tells us that

He counts the hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:30). We should

never doubt that God is aware of all the daily issues with which

we are faced. Most family fathers are pleased to see their

children rise to any occasion. Our Father in Heaven is pleased

whenever his children rise, and face difficult situations, and

stand uprightly to the challenges of life on a daily basis. We

must not give up and take the easy way out, never ever!

If we accept our challenges and do our very best, we know that

our God will be pleased with us. When we do His will, keep

His commandments, we can know that we have met the

ultimate challenge in this world. "But he knoweth the way that

I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold" (Job

23:10).

Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together when the

saints meet! Everyone has a place at Belt Line, everyone who

possibly can, should always be in attendance. We have many

voids each time we meet that needs occupied?

Have a great week serving God! Keep praying for all of our sick

and shut-in! Dean Webb

“Let love of the brethren continue. Forget not to show love unto
strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; them
that are illtreated, as being yourselves also in the body… Be ye
free from the love of money; content with such things as ye
have: for himself hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither
will I in any wise forsake thee...” (Heb 13:1-6).

Forgiveness-Don Hatch

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile” (Psalm 32:1, 2;
Romans 4:6-8). These words form a preface to the outpouring of a
heart which seeks forgiveness. Forgiveness is a reality on God’s
part because sin was a reality on man’s part. Forgiveness or
Justification is stated in spiritual language of “the treating of a
sinner as though he had not sinned”. Forgiveness implies there has
been sin and disobedience to God’s law. God’s law of righteousness
takes account of sin by condemning and yet He can offer pardon.

Sin is called transgression. Sin begets a separation or departure
from God. Sin is not an impersonal ideal of duty, but an act against
a loving God. Sin is pictured as a burden lying on the sinful soul.
Every sin committed makes the burden larger and heavier. If the
burden of sin remains the sinner will eventually sink into ruin.
When the burden of sin is removed there is lifted the sentence of
death, a cancellation of eternal punishment and a renewing of the
assurance of salvation and promise of heaven.

Forgiveness is needed where sin has been committed. Terms
like “missing the mark”, “overstepping the mark” and being
“crooked or uneven” correspond to the ideas of “sin is a
transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4) and “all unrighteousness is
sin” (1 John 5:17). One will not appreciate the value of forgiveness
found in the gospel until it is seen how sin subordinates one to the
evil tyrant, Satan. Sin is to be evaded and when there is knowledge
of sin it behooves one to ceaselessly seek a solution for its removal.

Sin can be concealed. Sin often breaks out fearfully and
frightfully being known, but not acknowledged. Remorse and self-
reproach succeed in removing the numbness which has come with
sin. A reaction to sin is restlessness in guilt that can only be quieted
by fleeing from oneself. The problem is that one can never really
flee from himself. The greatest relief for sin is confessing it to one
who can unburden the guilt and bring into our life mercy and grace.

The guileless soul cannot use deceit, concealment, continuance
in sin, nor simply bemoaning it, but must seek a true moment of
confession towards God where honestly and entirely sins are put to
death. Repentance will surely find God is lovingly willing to
pardon. Forgiveness, remission, sin lifted off or up, and sins borne
away all teach that the sin is covered and iniquity is no longer
imputed. In remission of sins there is compete and absolute
acquittal from sin and all former privileges are restored.

Forgiveness bears fruitful songs of deliverance which speaks
of the removal of remorse and guilt. In pardon from God the sinful,
now reclaimed, will find a perpetual Protector and Benefactor. The
blessedness which follows forgiveness is “freedom”, “new joy in
God”, “a tie that binds”, “renewal of citizenship”, “renewed
inheritance”, and a host of other blessings.

The exhortation is that we do not conceal our guilt, but rather
demonstrate the reasonableness of confession and abandonment of
sin. God bids the truly sincere to sing of the joy, forgiveness and
love which bore past guilt into an ocean of redeeming love, mercy
and grace where the soul once lost has been enriched by pardon. All
are filthy in sin. “The soul that sinneth, it shall die:” (Ezekiel
18:20). “For we have become as one that is unclean, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags...” (Isaiah 64:6). Sinful man needs
to be saved from sin and made clean again. All need to be faithful.
“I delight to do thy will, O my God; Yea, thy law is within my
heart. I have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness in the great
assembly...” (Psalms 4:8, 9; Hebrews 9:5-10). All need to know a
solitary Man. Jesus the faithful man of God who gave his blood to
cleanse mankind from sin (1 John 1:5-10).“Him who knew no sin
he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the
righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Sins are
forgiven when we faithfully follow the plan of God for redemption:



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

February 15, 2015
Front foyer: Glen Kelly & Jerry

Grantham
Back foyer: Don & Anne

Herriage

February 22, 2015
Front foyer: Donna Davis & Fay

Yeldell
Back foyer: Robert & Cathy

Taylor

*****************

Sermon Titles

February 15, 2015
a.m: “Spiritual Birthright”
Scripture: John 6:32-40
p.m: “Good Man”
Scripture: Acts 11:19-26

February 22, 2015
a.m: “A Price Paid”
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
p.m: “A New Nation”
Scripture: Exodus 6:1-5

*****************
Contribution Counters For

February

Robert Taylor & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

February

Brenda Bryant

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, J.C.
and Dessie Ross, Don and
Margaret Lewis, Frances Tipton

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
.Billie Myers is back at Northgate
Plaza. Hospice will take over her
care for the next 60-90 days.
.Bill Matthews’s niece Rachel
Murphy is now home. She has
expressed appreciation for
everyone’s prayers.
.Nancy Donnelly’s surgery went
well and she is at home
recovering.

Hospital:
Dessie Ross is in Baylor, Irving.
They are running tests on her as
she is dehydrated along with her
blood pressure and heart rate
being elevated.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Upcoming Procedures:
Mary Martini is having a biopsy
on Wednesday. She has requested
our prayers.

Special Requests:
Mike Batot’s niece Kara
Anderson’s cancer has returned.
She is being sent to MD Anderson
for treatment.

Jerry Catlin’s brother, Mack had
to be taken back to the hospital.
He is not doing well.

Savannah, the Garrison’s great
granddaughter is in ICU at
Medical City Hospital.

Paul Hart (former member) is
under Hospice Care in Tyler.

All of these families need our
prayers.

****************
39’ers Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, February 28th at 8 a.m.
at the Annex. Our teens are
hosting the breakfast. Please sign
up on the sign-up sheet in the
front foyer so the teens will know
how much food to prepare. The
teens always do a wonderful job.

*****************
39’ers

39’ers will meet Monday
February 16th at 6:30 p.m. at the
Annex. Please bring food and
enjoy the wonderful fellowship.

*****************
THANK YOU NOTE

Margaret and Don Lewis
wanted to thank everyone for the
cards, phone calls, visits and gifts.
They said Don had a wonderful
birthday and stacks of cards. They
hope to be back to church soon.

*****************
RESPONSE

Bobby and Sissy Allen were both
baptized Friday and placed
membership with us. Their
address is: 2825 Yale Street

Irving, Texas 75061
Phone: 972-790-4173

*****************
Jerry McKey is starting a new
study in the book of James next
Sunday Morning in the Jr.
Auditorium.



2/16/15 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

2/17/15 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

2/28/15 – 39’ers – Breakfast – 8 a.m.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY’S

Robert Ruckman – 2/11
Cathy Taylor – 2/12
Joy Webb – 2/12
Alex Mayer – 2/16
Mary Curtis – 2/17
Carol Partridge – 2/18

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Brandon & Stephanie Howard – 2/28

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Scot Allen:

(214)724-6400

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 2/15/15 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Richard Renfro . Curtis Vaughan  Dale Cox
 Henry Seidmeyer  Ethan Howard  Bill Matthews
 Brandon Howard  Brent Howard
 Glen Kelly . Robert Taylor A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Samuel Henderson  Henry Seidmeyer
 Nathan Allen John 6:32-40

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Alex Perry
 Thomas Rathbun
 Scot Allen P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Scot Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Acts 11:19-26
 Robert Taylor

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 68 63 63 100
A.M. Worship 100 122 106 150
P.M. Worship 65 72 68 80
Wed. Class 60 65 64 85
Contribution $6673 $5844 $5854 $5098
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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