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Thou Shalt Not Kill
Don Hatch

The sixth of the Ten Commandments is “Thou
shalt not kill” (Ex 20:13; Deut 5:17). The sum
of this commandment is that there should be no
undue violence to anyone. God’s mandate
causes mankind to see that there should be
abhorrence, detestation and recoil from unjust
and violent actions in society. Mankind should
recall that the first violent act in history was
murder (Gen 3). The duty of mankind is to
maintain decorum and civility free from
brutality. Any society built upon a “legal
system” must have strong deterrents for
heinous crimes so that the individual who
perpetrates them must be removed from
society.
Capital punishment, legitimate warfare, self-
defence and similar acts are not included in the
sixth commandment. The morality of capital
punishment is examined every time there is an
execution. Opponents state that it is equivalent
to taking innocent lives, punishment for racial
prejudice, forfeiture of rehabilitation, violence
begetting more violence and in a civilized
society it is barbaric to execute a criminal.
They claim that it will not deter crime. The
argument that the “innocent” could possibly be
executed and demanding capital punishment be
ended is inconsistent. Such reasoning demands
that “innocent” people might be incarcerated.
Therefore, there should be no prisons. A
country of laws stresses that there must be an
ability to distinguish between what requires
capital punishment and incarceration.
Mitigating circumstances do not deny that
there must be a moral certainty wherein there is
found willfulness and premeditation of murder
which demands an ultimate penalty. It is
obligatory. There may be those who have used
capital punishment for racial purposes;
however it does not prove that capital
punishment is wrong. The laws of America do
not enforce the death penalty without a moral
obligation. Untold numbers of individuals are
alive today because a mass murderer was
removed from society. Capital punishment is a
deterrent to crime. The life of a criminal is not
above that of the victim. There is not an
intrinsic right that a criminal must be
rehabilitated. Pathological criminals cannot be
rehabilitated. Killing an individual with malice
aforethought is a crime against the Creator. By
so doing the criminal forfeits the right to live

(Gen 9:6). “Violence begets violence” is an inconsistent
argument. It is erratic for one to cry for justice against
“war crimes” or “murdering of millions” saying that we
cannot set idle with such heinous crime committed in
society and deny capital punishment. Would it have
been right to ignore Hitler’s henchmen at Nuremburg?
High crimes and misdemeanors are what drove the
Nazis. Was society better off with such criminals
prosecuted? Does capital punishment cause greater
crimes by society? “Because sentence against an evil
work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil” (Eccl 8:11).
Barbarism is not capital punishment, but rather the
criminal acts of some. God, the Creator of human life,
authorizes civil governments to execute evil doers
(Rom 13:1-5). Government officials pledge to defend
the citizens from foreign and domestic violence.
Governments have a moral obligation to purge society
of criminals and protect the innocent. Justice must be
done. The sixth commandment is not an objection to
capital punishment. This commandment prohibits
murder. Exodus states that a presumptuous murderer is
to die (Ex 21:12-14). Using the sixth commandment as
an objection to capital punishment is a
misrepresentation of the scriptures.

Capital punishment can be a stormy debate. Personal
inclinations appeal to preferences based upon the
misquoting or misunderstanding of the scriptures. Some
may allege that Jesus did not agree with capital
punishment. Jesus frequently spoke of capital
punishment. He gave the “ultimate capital punishment
as hell” (Mat 25:31-45). Premeditated murder is
consistently punished in the Bible. In all dispensations
of the Bible murder is a capital offense. Several facts
are important. One can never know how many
murderers are deterred by the severity of capital
punishment. How many refrain from acts of violence
remains unknown. There is an inherent fear of death in
mankind (Heb 2:15). If the death penalty does not deter
crime prisons do not deter crime either. Because the
criminal is reckless and does not consider the
consequences of the crime does not make the
punishment inappropriate. A resolution for the citizens
of a society is to make sure that the law has teeth to
punish. Neutering the law of its power gives rise to all
sorts of crime. The threat to premeditated murder is that
the God of the Bible announced murderers violated the
law in such a manner that they offended Him (Deut
21:22). Issues of this nature cannot be settled on mere
emotions. The answers come from a holy source above
mankind’s flawed reasoning. Instruction must be
sought. The greatest flaw would be not to consider what
the Creator says about those worthy of capital
punishment.
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FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Baptism by Sprinkling, Splashing, Christening, or Immersion?
A broad majority believe all of these are acceptable. We don't
have choices on the subject of Baptism. What does the Bible
teach us about Baptism?

The teachings about Baptism are very clear that are recorded
in the Bible. The Bible mentions at least six Baptisms; (1)
baptism of Israel (I Cor. 10:2), (2) baptism of John (MK. 1:4-
5), (3) Christ's baptism of suffering (MK. 10:38-39), (4)
baptism in the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11, Acts 2:14), (5) great
commission baptism (Matt. 28:18-20), which is water baptism
in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), and (6) baptism in fire (Matt.
3:11-13). But in Eph. 4:5, the Bible plainly declares that there
is only one baptism. That is, there is now only one valid
baptism in effect today that man can obey, and the others have
ceased or are yet future.

The one baptism of Christianity is immersion, a burial (Rom.
6:4), in water (Acts 8:35), of the penitent (Acts 2:38),
believing (Mk. 16:16), adult (Acts 8:12), for (in order to) the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). It identifies with or reenacts the
death, burial and resurrection of Christ (Rom. 6:3-5). It is
commanded by Christ (Acts 10:48), and is necessary for
entrance into Christ's spiritual body -- the church (Gal. 3:27, I
Cor. 12:12). Baptism is part of the new birth (John 3:3-5),
prerequisite unto salvation from sins (Acts 22:16, 2:38, I Pet.
3:21), and prior to one's reception of the gift of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 2:38). It is a declaration of one's faith in God (Col. 2:11-
12), and the point of beginning for one's new life in Christ
(Rom. 6-3-6). Notice that new life comes after baptism, NOT
before. It reaches or applies the blood of Christ (Rom. 6:4),
and saves on the virtue or merits of Christ's blood (I Pet.
3:21). It gives one the scriptural right to wear the name
Christian (Acts 28:26).

Immersion in water after one believes and repents causes a
spiritual cleansing of one’s soul by the power of the blood of
Christ, not water, (Acts 22:16), I Pet. 3:21), and is an act of
faith in response to the grace of God which justifies sinners
(Col. 11-13, Tit. 2:5, Mk. 16:16). One who has received this
baptism is saved by grace through faith, and those that have
not received Bible baptism are still lost in their sins. We need
to make sure we have been scripturally baptized. We need to
forget what man has written and said about baptism. Only
what the Bible says about Baptism should be our method and
practice. All others are of no value to the soul (Matt. 6:33).

Remember the Sick and shut-in our Prayers. Hope to see you
at the assemblies. Have a great week serving God!

Dean Webb

**************************
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthily of the calling wherewith ye were called, with all
lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even
as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over
all, and through all, and in all. But unto each one of us was the
grace given according to the measure of the gift. Wherefore
he saith, When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive,
And gave gifts unto men” (Eph 4:1-8).

Plea For The Restoration Of The New Testament Church

The plea of the church of Christ is a restoration of the
ancient order as found in the New Testament. Her design is to go
back to the teachings of the apostolic days, doing all in the name
of the Lord. Our plea is to stimulate the attitude and atmosphere
found in those early days of the church. Such a petition involves
denying human teachings, traditions of men, philosophy and
rudiments of the world. Restoration requires refusing to be bound
by creeds, councils, synods and ecclesiastical gatherings.
Restoration is the refuting of written materials which deny the
Plenary, Verbal Inspiration of the Bible. Restoration is
contending against anything which removes Christ as the head of
the church or contrary to sound doctrine and not after Christ. The
plea is for Christ to be honored as Lord, the Apostles of Christ
honored as eyewitnesses and teachers who wrote the New
Testament as inspired.

Our plea is to plant the seed which bore fruit in the first
century. God’s word (the seed) must be sown in the hearts of
mankind (the soil) which will bring forth Christians only
(genuine fruit) who will be only one body (the church) in the
same manner as it was in the first century (Luke 8:4-15).

Our plea has never been for reformation of some
church. The original body (the church) needs no change. It has
only one head and members are added in accordance to their
faithful obedience (Acts 2:1-47; Romans 1:5; 16:26).

Our plea is restoration of the original church of Christ as
planned by God (Ephesians 1:1-15, 22, 23). The church of Christ
is not a denomination born on the American frontier. Rather it is
a brotherhood of believers who wish to be New Testament
Christians only, bound by “thus saith the Lord”.

Our plea is for the deity of Christ to be recognized, who
was born of a virgin according to the scriptures. He lived, taught,
died and was raised on the third day, ascended to the right-hand
of God to rule and reign over the Kingdom of God and the
church of Christ until the end of time (Matthew 1:18-20; 28:18-
20; Acts 1 &2; 1 Corinthians 15:23, 24).

Our plea is for believing the word of God, the Bible.
Using the Old Testament as our admonition, tutor and comfort
and the New Testament as the divine plan and authority for
redemption and worship (Romans 15:1-15; 1 Corinthians 2:1-16;
10:1-13; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; John 8:30-32; 4:21-24).

Our plea is for the authority of Christ, who has all
authority as the Monarch of his present kingdom which he rules.
He reigns through his word, the New Testament, by which we all
will one day be judged (2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 28:18; John
12:48).

Our plea is for the name of Christ because there is no
other name given wherein man must be saved (Acts 4:12). We
must be called by no earthly name, other than Christian (Acts
12:26; 1 Peter 4:16).

Our plea is for unity in Christ, not union with warring
sects. A unity by obedient faith of believers who have faithfully
completed the first principles to be in Christ (Romans 1:1-5;
16:26; 1 Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 1:3-14; 4:1-16; Galatians
3:24-29).

Our plea is for consecration to Christ from the heart
(Romans 6:1-18), calling for repentance of sinful mankind (Luke
13:3; Acts 2:38; Colossians 3:5-11), confession that Jesus is the
Son of God and Lord (Romans 10:1-15; Acts 8:37), putting on
Christ in baptism (Acts 2:38; Colossians 3:1; Galatians 3:27),
walking in the newness of life (Romans 6:3; Colossians 3:1;
Galatians 2:20) and leading biblically directed lives in
faithfulness until death (Revelation 2:10; 2 Timothy 4:1-5).

Our plea is not to start another church with a name man
has invented. This requires a return to the original teachings. DH



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

February 9, 2014
Front foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England
Back foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews

February 16, 2014
Front foyer: Glen Kelly & Jerry
Grantham
Back foyer: Don & Anne Herriage

*****************

Sermon Titles

February 9, 2014
a.m: “Failure In A Christian’s
Life?”
Scripture: John 16:7-15
p.m: “Open Door”
Scripture: Rev. 3:1-13

February 16, 2014
a.m: “A Vessel Of God”
Scripture: Romans 2:19-26
p.m: “Discipleship”
Scripture: John 9:1-4

*****************
Contribution Counters For

February

Mike Batot & Darrell Allen

****************
Communion Preparation For

February

Brenda Bryant

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST

Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
*Tom Head, Ronnie Vaughn,
Bill Matthews

Homebound Members:
Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney, Roy
& Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Marietta Houser, Gearldean
Jones

Recovering at Home:
. B.C. Fowler went back to the
doctor and is still taking breathing
treatments. She has been told to
stay in for two more weeks.
. Charlotte Nigh is dealing with
chronic back pain.
. Serena Jacobs has the flu.
. Virginia Stull is struggling with
allergies.

There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Fauna Garrett – Emerall Hills

Rehab Center
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Hospital: none at the present time

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

****************
LADIES

The Ladies Bible Class will meet
on Tuesday, February 4th at 10
a.m. in the annex. The lesson will
be “Little Samuel’s Garments”.

THANK YOU
Dear Beltline Family:
I appreciate the cards, phone calls,
and prayers during my illness.

In Christian Love
Don Hatch

*****************
CHRIST’S HAVEN

Grocery bags are available in both
foyers for Christ’s Haven. There
are lists attached to each for your
convenience. The bags will be
picked up early on Tuesday
morning February 11th.

*****************

UPCOMING EVENTS
The Teen Devotional has been
changed to Sunday, February 9th.
It will be after Sunday night
services at the home of Darrell
and Melissa Allen. Please bring
$3 for pizza.

David Tarbet will be speaking at
the White Rock Church of Christ
(9220 Ferguson Rd., Dallas) on
February 7 - 8, 2014. His topic
will be “How We Got The
Bible”. It will begin at 7 p.m. on
the 7th and at 10 a.m. on the 8th.
Further information is on the
bulletin board.

39’ers will meet Monday
February 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the
Annex. Please bring food and
enjoy the wonderful fellowship.

*****************
NEW STUDY

Jerry McKey will be starting a
new series on the “Promises of
God” in the Jr. Auditorium Class
on Sunday mornings. Plan to
attend and study from God’s
word.



2/9/14 – Teen Devotional – 7:30 p.m.

2/11/14 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

2/17/14 – 39’ers – 6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY’S

Scott Price – 2/6
Robert Ruckman – 2/11
Joy Webb – 2/12
Cathy Taylor – 2/12
Clifford Yeldell – 2/14
Tony Pierce* – 2/14
Alex Mayer – 2/16
Mary Curtis – 2/17
Carol Partridge – 2/28

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Brandon & Stephanie Howard – 2/28

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 2/9/14 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
Richard Renfro Bobby England  Ken Lee
Mike Batot Ethan Howard  Mike Garrison
Brandon Howard Brent Howard
Glen Kelly Kenny Mayer A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Derrol Allen  John Mayer
Nathan Allen John 16:7-15

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Mike Batot

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Darrell Allen
 Thomas Rathbun
 Bill Paschall P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Clifford Yeldell
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Revelation 3:1-13
 Darrell Allen

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 76 63 67 100
A.M. Worship 141 98 124 150
P.M. Worship 71 54 68 80
Wed. Class 74 63 62 85
Contribution $4758 $4672 $4992 $5331
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Haiti – Printing
Glen Tattersall - Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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