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Christ’s Church Is Significant
Don Hatch

The church is significantly a bold presentation
of the gospel of Jesus’ life, death, burial,
resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the
Father (Acts 2:1-47). Faith in Christ and His
church breaches all barriers of human prejudices
and gathers the human family into a fellowship of
love and service borne of gratitude to God (Eph
1:22, 23; Acts 20:28). Christ made the difference
in mankind by bringing them together as
believers to hear His Word and serve. A final
gathering around the throne of the Father is the
greatest anticipation known to mankind. Such a
reunion is not of the natural world, but a spiritual
gathering in a celestial world (1 Cor 15:50-58).

The common faith which binds Christians is
rational and unique. The source of this faith and
focus is outside of the human realm. It is the
gracious favor God has bestowed by the death of
His Son (Rom 3:21-26; 5:1-11). This gospel has a
transforming effect upon the physical and
spiritual person (Col 1:9-23). Christians’ faith in
God’s grace overcomes all arguments to the
contrary. Self-centeredness, ungraciousness,
unloving ways, persistent rebellion and refusal of
God are replaced by loving and honoring His
ways because of faith in His supreme promise of
an eternal rest for the spiritual man (2 Cor 4:14-
16; 5:1-10). The existence of the church of Christ
cannot be explained without complete obedience
to God. Human psychology [psychology is the
science of mind, behavior and its immediate
goals], human culture, prevailing politics, social
decline or economic unrest are not sufficient
reasons for a church to exist. They may have
impact upon her, but her reason to exist is Christ
and His saving grace. In spite of radical failures
in history the continuing existence of the church
is recognized as the highest moral and spiritual
reality known to mankind. Continuing sinfulness
of man and the necessity of grace is an
inalterable argument for the need of church.
Nowhere else can mankind find the resource of
saving grace (Eph 2:1-2; 3:1-20; Col.3:8-16). The
organization of the church and her proclamation
of the gospel have been considered absurd,
foolish or false. However, at each turn in the road
of history Christianity has been needed and
proved worthy of her role as a messenger of
purity and holiness (1 Cor 1:10-23). Her faith has
been able to withstand all attempts to discredit
her, defying coercion of political and socially
malformed consciences. Being faithfully obedient
to the gospel message in the 21st century church is
a worthy and honorable portraiture of the 1st

century church. This is a fellowship of faith and fidelity by
which the universal Lordship of Christ is unquestioned
and the apostolic doctrine is the heart of her belief and
practice. Such a fellowship breaches all barriers which
separate mankind and assures men and women, Jew and
Gentile, bond or free that they can be one in Christ by
being baptized in His name for the remission of their sins
(Act 2:38-47; Gal 3:24-29). Recognizing what believers
have in common, immediate access to God through Jesus
Christ generates a unity among them (Rom 5:1-10).
Holding sincerely to The Faith necessarily includes a self-
sacrificial love transcending every distinction and
challenge to surrender to cultures. Embracing the gospel
and being separated from worldliness is a mainstay of the
Christian faith.

Recognizing the significance of the existence of
Christianity has been a strong testimony to the power and
wisdom of God. Only something supernatural could bring
and keep people together united in faith and love (Jn
13:35). Ancient divisions between nationalities and races
have been broken down at the cross. This is of particular
importance because then politics and culture are no longer
issues which divide (Eph 2:11-23). This is the mystery of
the gospel, “new men out of two existing as one”. Those
who attend worship services of a church of Christ take
note of the fellowship between men and women, Jew and
Gentile. Genuine love for one another undermines
conventional social divisions and cannot be explained in
terms of covetousness, self-interest or hope of any special
returns. Such love is equally remarkable. Nothing equals
the Christian love. The report of this love was noted in the
first century (1 Thes 1:9; 4:9; Rom 1:8). Such does not
occur simply by accident or by human design. Only the
work of God in the life of an individual and among each
one active in service produces such faith and practice.

Throughout history the appeal of Christianity has been
Christ and His saving grace. Christ as the Savior of the
world and Son of God draws attention to spiritual
blessings. The frailty of the church remains obvious.
Failures are significant and a source of embarrassment as
well as an effective weapon for the evil one. The gospel
continues to deliver on its promises to realize a
community of faithful believers who are self-sacrificial
and serving others. The community of believers is
wholeheartedly willing to extend love, mercy and grace to
sinners. Their character in the community embodies their
intentions to be pure, righteous and faithful. The divinity
and authority of Christ is absolutely essential to
Christianity. Because of this truth the church has an
authority to be unique in every society. The church is
significant because it differs from all other type of
religion. Historical reliability of the Bible, teachings on
Christ, fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecies
concerning Him and His place at the Father’s right hand as
our Mediator are confirmations of the significance of the
church.
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Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ
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Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

As Christians, we are a blessed people in many ways. God
has told us “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph 1:3). As we strive to live
righteous lives, we in turn receive blessings from God. “For
the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it,
and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated,
receives blessing from God. . . Surely blessing I will bless
you, and multiplying I will multiply you” (Heb 6:7 & 14).

We are aware of our blessings every day. We see the beauty
around us in nature, in our children, in our families, in our
friends and in our health. We are blessed with a job to
support our families and the list can go on and on. We need
to praise God daily for the blessings we have and experience
daily. In the book of Luke we see the disciples’ eyes opened
when Jesus appeared to them and when he ascended into
heaven. It is said of the disciples “and were continually in the
temple praising and blessing God” (Luke 24:53). Yes, we
need to continually be praising and thanking God for our
blessings daily for it is only through God we receive these
blessings. As we wake up every morning, may each of us
take full advantage of that day to serve God in a pleasing
manner. ~ Jerry McKey

“Praise ye Jehovah. Blessed is the man that feareth Jehovah,
that delighteth greatly in his commandments. His seed shall be
mighty upon earth: The generation of the upright shall be
blessed. Wealth and riches are in his house; and his
righteousness endureth for ever. Unto the upright there ariseth
light in the darkness: He is gracious, and merciful, and
righteous. Well is it with the man that dealeth graciously and
lendeth; He shall maintain his cause in judgment. For he shall
never be moved; the righteous shall be had in everlasting
remembrance. He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: His heart
is fixed, trusting in Jehovah. His heart is established, he shall
not be afraid, until he see his desire upon his adversaries. He
hath dispersed, he hath given to the needy; His righteousness
endureth for ever: His horn shall be exalted with honor. The
wicked shall see it, and be grieved; He shall gnash with his
teeth, and melt away: The desire of the wicked shall perish”
(Psm 112:1-10)

“I will sing of lovingkindness and justice: Unto thee, O
Jehovah, will I sing praises. I will behave myself wisely in a
perfect way: Oh when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk
within my house with a perfect heart. I will set no base thing
before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; It
shall not cleave unto me. A perverse heart shall depart from
me: I will know no evil thing. Whoso privily slandereth his
neighbor, him will I destroy: Him that hath a high look and a
proud heart will I not suffer. Mine eyes shall be upon the
faithful of the land that they may dwell with me: He that
walketh in a perfect way, he shall minister unto me. He that
worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: He that
speaketh falsehood shall not be established before mine eyes.
Morning by morning will I destroy all the wicked of the land;
to cut off all the workers of iniquity from the city of Jehovah”
(Psm 101:1-8).

Yokefellow

“Wherefore, my brethren beloved and longed for, my joy and
crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my beloved. I exhort Euodia,
and I exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in the Lord.
Yea, I beseech thee also, true yokefellow, help these women,
for they labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and
the rest of my fellow-workers, whose names are in the book of
life” (Phil 4:1-3).

Yokefellow is a word used for those united by any bond,
such as marriage, relationship, office, labor, study or business;
hence, a yoke-fellow, consort, comrade, colleague or partner.
In the New Testament it occurs once (Phil 4:3). Paul
addresses some brethren, who formerly had been associated
with him in the work of the gospel. The names of Euodia and
Syntyche are mentioned immediately before, and that of
Clement follows immediately after the words “true yoke-
fellow”. The meaning therefore is probably, "I beseech thee
also, true yokefellows" [colleague].

Although the word "yokefellow" is out of use today, the
meaning is easily understood. Most know a yoke is a device
that connects two animals together to increase the power for
the work that needs to be done.

The teaching of Jesus was, "Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light" (Mat 11:28-30). From a spiritual viewpoint, we labor
together with the Lord. Together we labor in the gospel.
Marriage is a partnership or bond as "joined together" with a
yoke (Mat 19:1-6).

The yoke is a universal symbol of Christian fellowship (Mat
11:29). Rich blessings which come from full participation in
Christ are fulfilling and spiritually filled with blessings.
Becoming true yokefellows with Christ is a journey and
heaven is the destination.

The yoke is still a time honored device to link those who
bear burdens (Gal 6:1-15). Around the world people
recognize this term as comradeship, companionship and
partnership. Equal cooperation is the most effective way that a
yoke can be used (2 Cor 6:14, 15). Unequally yoked is
disastrous in farming, marriage, business and religion. Lack of
character would break down the loyalty required to fulfill the
task of bearing a burden. Character building begins in youth.
Teaching children to share responsibilities in the local
congregation helps them to build the stamina for future labors
in the Lord. Character qualities greatly increase as the family
gives responsibility to the child. Loyalty expected will be
expressed when a child has ownership in the family and
congregation’s work. A most stinging word would be
“disloyalty”. Loyalty is faithfulness or devotion to a person,
country, group or cause. Christianity is a cause worthy of full
devotion. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
October 2, 2011
Front foyer: Robert & Betty
Ruckman
Back foyer: Nancy Pond & Myrtle
Wade

October 9, 2011
Front foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England
Back foyer: Darrell & Nathan
Allen

*****************

Sermon Titles
October 2, 2011
a.m: “The Power And Wisdom Of
God”
Scripture: 1 Cor. 1:18-24
p.m: “The Body For God”
Scripture: Romans 12:1-8

October 9, 2011
a.m:“A New Beginning”
Scripture: John 3:1-15
p.m: “Apostolic Christianity”
Scripture: Acts 2:38-42

*****************
Contribution Counters

John Mayer and Bobby England

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
MENS’ DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional
will be at 6:00 a.m. in the annex.
All men are invited to this period
of time for thought, scripture and
prayer. The fellowship is edifying.

NEWS OF THE SICK
.Kuin Tattersall is having more
health issues with her cancer
treatment. Please continue to
keep this family in your prayers.
.Mary Curtis daughter, Crystal
Vaughan had successful surgery
on Wednesday, Sept. 21st and is
now at home.
.Debra Alonzo is ill. She and her
mother have gone to Dennison to
stay with Debra’s sister. Other
family member’s are tending to
her father Ray while she is
recuperating.
.Elizabeth Garrison’s sister,
Mary Gough was released from
the hospital and is waiting to have
surgery.
.Bobby & Brenda England’s
friend Zach Zapata was seriously
injured in a motorcycle accident.
He is now at home recovering.
Please keep him in your prayers.
.Joey Edwards, a friend of
Darrell Allen has colon cancer.
Please add him to your prayer list.
.Carol Townsend is not feeling
well and was unable to be at
services on Sunday.
.Melissa Allen went to the ER on
Wednesday. She is being referred
to a cardiologist.
.Maxine Prude is still having
health issues. Please keep her in
your prayers.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will meet on
Tuesday, Oct. 4th at 11:00 a.m.
Jerry McKey will be the guest
speaker. A luncheon will follow
the lesson.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Jean
Kelly, Frances LaFerney, Tom

Prince, Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Serena Hatch Jacob,
Evelyn Armstrong

*****************
THANK YOU NOTE

Dear Family & Friends at Beltline,
I want to thank all of you for the
many prayers & good wishes
given in behalf of my daughter,
Ralene Ruyle. Although she is
not “out of the woods yet”, God
continues to bless us in ways we
don’t understand, but we continue
to place our cares in His Holy
Hands on a daily basis. For your
love & concern, my sincere
thanks! In His Love,

Ilene Ashworth & Family.

*****************
4th Annual Rowlett Forum

The Rowlett Church of Christ is
hosting an open forum on Saturday,
October 1st from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30
p.m. Their address is posted on the
bulletin board in the hallway for
those that would like to attend. The
topic is “The Crisis of Leadership
in churches of Christ”.

*****************
Gospel Meeting

The Granbury Street Church of
Christ Gospel Meeting will be on
October 23-26, 2011 with Darwin
Hunter as the speaker. Time will
be 7:00 p.m. each evening.

*****************
14th Annual Lubbock Lectureship
Southside Church of Christ in
Lubbock is sponsoring the
Lectureship on October 9-12,
2011. This year’s Theme is: “They
Are Ravening Wolves”. Jerry
McKey and Bill Matthews will be
attending the Lectureship & will be
purchasing books. If you would
like a book, please contact Jerry or
Bill.



Oct. 4th – Ladies Bible Class-11:00 a.m.
Luncheon to follow lesson.

UPCOMING OCT. BIRTHDAY’S
Gearldean Jones – 10/8
Mike Matthews – 10/11
Mary Bowen – 10/12
Carolyn Renfro – 10/14
Juanita Melton – 10/15
Brandon Howard – 10/18
Janie Walker – 10/19
Marinell Zaun – 10/20
Richard Renfro – 10/22
Stephanie Howard – 10/22
Jan Smithson – 10/22
Roy Martin – 10/24
Letitia Beverly – 10/26
Sandy Hall – 10/31

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Bobby & Brenda England – 10/9
Robert & Betty Ruckman – 10/10
Richard & Carolyn Renfro – 10/15
Darrell & Melissa Allen – 10/24

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 10/2/11 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
Mike Batot  Bobby England  Jerry Baker
James Gilliam Brent Howard  Henry Seidmeyer
Brandon Howard Roy Martin
Glen Kelly J.C. Ross A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews  Jerry Baker
John Mayer 1 Cor. 1:18-24

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Marvin Brown

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Denzil Myers
Bill Paschall
Mike Batot P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Scot Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Romans 12:1-8
Mike Batot
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 88 73 81 100
A.M. Worship 127 145 148 150
P.M. Worship 92 70 76 75
Wed. Class 74 93 80 75
Ladies Bible Class 25 31 n/c 25
Contribution $3925 $4401 $5066 $5553

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Hyderabad Church of Christ - Hyderabad, India
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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