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What Is Truth?
Don Hatch

Man, as he relates to God, is obligated to
morally see and respond to all that is demanded
of an orderly life guided by truth. The nature of
truth is crucial to the Christian faith and
Christianity claims absolute truth [for everyone,
everywhere and at all times]. It insists that truth
about the world corresponds to the way things
really are. To say “God exists” is a reality that
God is an extracosmic Being [outside of the
cosmos, separated from the universe, has a divine
nature]. Christianity claims that all state of affairs
corresponding with it, has a uniformity of
practice and thought. Truth can be understood by
what it is and what it is not. Truth has a definition
and defense. It distinguishes between results and
rules for having a worthy result. Truth is not
“what works”. Truth is the right results based
upon an unequivocal and inalterable standard. It
must be adequate, accurate, guileless, trustworthy
and unprejudiced.

Truth is truth because it has redemptive value. It
must be sufficient, precise, ingenuous, reliable
and evenhanded. Truth is truth because it has
eternal and spiritual values. Truth does not have
to be coherent with man’s preconceived notions.
A set of false statements which seem coherent
may be made by several individuals joining
together to misrepresent the truth. Cohesion must
have statements which are consistently proven
correct. Even if someone intended for what was
said to be true it may fall short. Good intentions
are not enough for every statement uttered in
sincerity to make it true- including those that are
patently absurd. If something is true because
someone intended it to be true then “a slip of the
tongue”, which is false and misleading, could be
true. There must be an accurate and ultimate
ethical sense for truth to be possible. Truth must
be validated. Truth is not what feels good. Truth
is not found in subjective feelings or practices.
Bad news does not feel good, would be
unpleasant and accordingly untrue. Truth is not
relative. The nature of truth is independent of
results.

In the Bible the known will of God is final for
man’s standard of truth. It is not arbitrary or
capricious, but is the express nature of God. God
is all good, perfect and right. His will must
persuade and achieve the ideal end of all things.
Truth is a serious aspect of all Bible teachings. In
Jesus common speech His words “rang true” (Mk
12:14; Lk 20:21). Unfaithfulness of man does not
affect the faithfulness of God (Rom 3:3-7; 15:8).
Truth must be obeyed (Rom 2:8). Truth

emphasizes purity and rightness. The truth of the gospel
presupposes that there are no misconceptions represented
within it (Gal 2:5; 5:7). Genuineness of The Word of God
displays truth. Truth has a vital interest in the soul. It is
something to be realized and done, rather than learned and
recited. Truth apprehends and accepts practicing right as
an essential element of life (Jn 1:14; 8:32; 17:19). Jesus
Christ expressed the ideal man of God by manifesting the
harmony of mind, soul and body. He became the ideal to
assure mankind that they could rise to challenges and be
more than conquerors (Rom 8:37). The Holy Spirit
inspired the writers of the New Testament to express
verbally the truth and faithful life expected of a Christian
(2 Tim 3:16, 17). The Bible gives standards, which when
correctly understood and practiced, represent the plan of
salvation and manner of walking in the light (1 Jn 1:1-10).

The Bible guarantees that if an individual lives in
accordance with Christian principles one will have
grounds for confidence. God’s mercy and grace are
noteworthy as warranties of redemption in Christ (1 Cor
1:1-31). The truth of God stands as a consistency of His
nature and His full response in the preservation of
mankind’s soul (Heb 1:1-11). Absolute truth is
fundamental to the defense of the historical Christian faith.
It is not true one time and untrue the next, but is absolutely
inviolate. Truth is not determined by a vote or the
reasoning of mankind. False beliefs have sought to be
incorporated into Christianity only to be exposed. Truth
will be tested, but it should be practiced in only one way,
absolute adherence to the principles which lead us on the
eternal highway toward the abode of the soul. Theistic
evolution contradicts truth by picking and choosing what
truths are accepted. Either the Genesis account is true or
not. There is no middle ground. In a definable way
scripture preserves the standards of truth. It always keeps
accuracy as a norm, demanding practice of it in all
activities, insisting on voluntary submission to Christian
principles. God standardizes a way acceptable to Him.

Truth is trustworthy and ultimately the gauge by which
all should make value judgments. Truth is practical and
impartial. Revelation is God’s expression of His will for
the practice of truthfulness. Mankind’s apprehending and
practicing of the prerequisites of truth are the essentials of
a Christian life. Truth is personalized in Christ. He truly
expressed and presented the ideal man. He became the
ultimate standard from which mankind can gauge
themselves. Jesus is the truth of God (Jn 14:6; Col 1:14-
16; 2:9). Truth is rich and deep, transparent, factual and
morally touches every part of life. Truth cannot be
detached from reason. It is more reasonable to believe in
God than not to believe. Christianity is cerebral and
factual demanding belief in the doctrine it maintains.
Truth has rational, personal, moral, dynamic and life-
changing characteristics presented exactly as God desired.
God has made us able to know truth and think His
thoughts after Him. We have the capacity to learn truth.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

In October after receiving a phone call from Sister Ann Tran, I
took the train and went down to Southern France where Ann was
visiting a Thai family. I studied with a Thai man who was
interested in the Bible and wanted to become a Christian. After
more Bible studies he decided to become a child of God by being
baptized for the remission of his sins! I did baptize Somboon
Snagad on the 16th of October and he is 56 years old, an
excellent cook, moving since then to Paris where he found a job
as a cook... The retreat went well and several of our youth were
touched by the lessons! Our Grandson Emmanuel came to me and
said "Grandpa I understand better and I need to obey the Gospel
if I want to go to heaven and be with God." The following
Sunday the 27th in the morning after the Bible class, I baptized
him into Christ after his Dad read the Scriptures. The following
Sunday Emmanuel did the reading for the congregation before I
presented the message... Wednesday December 7th, I baptized
into Christ, Dorothy Adams, almost 15 yrs old, the daughter of
Daniel and Mary Adams whom are members here. So we were
blessed in the year 2011 with 11 baptisms. Rohan and Sandra
Jones - Cape Town, South Africa

Sandra has been teaching a class to ladies to reach out to their
community. One of the ladies who had been visiting the class
decided to go to the Bible Workshop in Port Elizabeth. After the
first day she was so emotional because of what she had already
been taught. Robyn came forward to confess Jesus on the last
night along with two others. I was asked to baptize the two ladies
while the young man was baptized by his dad. Oleg and
Natasha Yakimenko - Saint Petersburg, Russia

Dear brothers and sisters in Beltline, Greetings in Jesus Christ
from the church of Christ on the Neva in St. Petersburg! God has
been so faithful in His mercies on us. We enjoy the stable
membership of 75 members and are happy to see new visitors in
our assemblies. Many of us often stay in the building for long
hours of fellowship... Our members and I have six or eight one-
on-one Bible studies going with seekers who can become
Christians. Some are already believers, as Kirryl of whom I wrote
in one of my previous reports, others have no religious
background. Two of the seekers are young girls of 16 and 14
years old invited by our teenagers. Dan Keele - Navajo Nation

I hope that this finds everyone doing well. It is very hard to

believe but this is my last newsletter from Bear Valley Bible

Institute. It has been a very fast two years and I am very excited

to get to work. We have five more days of regular class this week.

Next week we have three days for finals and on January 2nd I will

leave for Kayenta. Willie and Del Gley - Accra, Ghana

On the 11th of December, 2011, history was made when over
12,000 Christians arrived at the independence square in cars and
church buses public transport from 184 congregations to climax
the 50th Anniversary celebrations of the Church of Christ in
Ghana with a joint worship service. A similar event took place in
Kumasi the same day we were meeting in Accra. Ted Lingren -
Sisophon, Cambodia

Bro. Mom Jia and his fellow workers have tried doing a good job
for our Lord Jesus Christi through the word of God to win more
souls. This November, they visited and taught 39 brethren at the
10 places—at Phnom Liab, Phnom Srok, Jub, Phnom Chonh
Chiang, Saesen, West and East O An Dong, Balang
congregations. They preached to 45 unbelievers at 17 different

places and won two more souls, Bro. Sok Pov, 31 yrs, at Salakrao
and Sis. Poak Riangsey, 21 yrs, at Salakrao.

As you can read, there is a lot of good work being done by our
missionaries and this is only half of the ones we financially
support. God bless our sick, Richard L. Renfro

An Individual’s Life
“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye
shut the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye enter not in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering in to enter.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour
widows' houses, even while for a pretence ye make long prayers:
therefore ye shall receive greater condemnation. Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to
make one proselyte; and when he is become so, ye make him
twofold more a son of hell than yourselves” (Matt 23:13-15).

In Matthew 23 there are seven woes which portray false
teachers. The possibilities of teaching others errors which will
bring damnation to their souls were woeful and evil. A false
teaching produces a follower who became twofold more “a son of
perdition” than the teacher. This implied that such a teacher was
in truth “a son of perdition”. God has always wanted the Jews to
share their religion with others. The Hebrews sought others to
teach the commandments of God in a missionary effort. The
Jewish religion was contrasted with the pagan cults; it never was
God’s desire for them to live in the world as exclusivists. God’s
messengers went to the nations telling them of what God required
(Gen 22:18; Ex 12:49; Lev 19:34; 1 Kg 8:41-43; Amos 9:11; Mal
1:11).

Comparing the Hebrews to the pagans the Hebrews sought to
bring morality to the forefront and identify the true God who
brought all blessings into existence. Moreover the synagogues
were a means to open to the world the impressive nature of God’s
word. The habits, worship, testimonies and love of the Hebrews
were contrasted to that of the Gentiles. But if the words and ways
of God were misconstrued or falsely set forth it would bring
about a major religious shift. Proselytes were those cultivated to
know, respond and do the traditions given to them by the
Hebrews. However, if the things taught were only from man’s
imagination and not from God all was in vain (Mat 15:7-9). To
produce the needed moral, religious and social changes
demanded by God the Word of God was the only instrument
which could effect these changes.

The purpose of the teachers mentioned by Jesus was to merely
change a Gentile into a Jew who was a legalistic, ritualistic and a
hair-splitting zealot of the Pharisee’s tradition. Jesus implies that
such bigotry and vice did not make the proselyte into a follower
of God. When they became such a convert they were “sons of
hell”, “a person belonging to, worthy of, and bound for the fires
of hell”. When Jesus saw these Pharisees and scribes annulling
God’s word, His sovereignty and enthroning man-made
righteousness He could only give a truthful assessment to what
false religion really does to the souls of men. Such teaching set
the proselyte at variance with God and went a step beyond by
blocking any true knowledge of God’s requirements for man.
False teaching was a woeful and evil deed. Their many rules and
regulations which were contrary to the doctrine of God did not
bring freedom from sin. Rather, it brought bondage and
alienation. The key of knowledge is found in God’s word and a
correct application of it in an individual’s life. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
February 5, 2012
Front foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England
Back foyer: Ilene Ashworth &
Doris Selby

Februrary 12, 2012
Front foyer: Thomas Rathbun &
Carol Swinney
Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth
Garrison

*****************

Sermon Titles
February 5, 2012
a.m: “Servant Of All”
Scripture: Mark 9:33-37
p.m: “Forty Years”
Scripture: Numbers 14:26-34

February 12, 2012
a.m: “Stone Rejected”
Scripture: Mark 12:1-6
p.m: “Covenant”
Scripture: Deut. 5:1-5

*****************
Contribution Counters

Mike Batot and Darrell Allen

*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
NEWS OF THE SICK

.Kuin Tattersall was able to return
home from the hospital last Friday.
She is recovering well from her
operations and both Glen and Kuin
wish to pass on their sincere thanks
and appreciation for the love and

care brethren have shown and for
their prayers which God has
abundantly answered.
.Grady Fowler had an accident and
broke his collar bone and ankle.
He is in Baylor, Irving room #353.
His cancer has also come back.
Please keep this family in your
prayers
.Don Hatch was released from the
hospital Sunday afternoon after a
short stay.
.Hank Henry is in Baylor, Irving
room #372.
.Kim Mayer is home recovering
after a trip to the ER Thursday
night.
.Vicky Askins mother, Ann
Molotsky is in Providence Hospital
in Waco, Tx. She is seriously ill.
Please keep this family in your
prayers.
.Jane Easter fell last week and is at
home recovering.
.Charlie and Mary DiPalma are
moving to Australia due to their
health conditions.
.Ted Lingren is still suffering from
his car accident in July.
.Mike Garrison was able to be at
services Sunday after being sick.

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be taught
by Mike Batot on February 7th at
11:00 a.m. in the Annex. A
luncheon will follow.

*****************
CHRIST’S HAVEN

Grocery bags are available in both
foyers for Christ’s Haven. There
are lists attached to each bag for
your convenience. The bags are
scheduled to be picked up on
Tuesday, February 14th.

*****************
LITERATURE

Literature is in both foyers. Please
pick up what you want.

ADULT CLASSES
Sunday Morning:

Jerry McKey – Room 116
“Book of 1 Thessalonians”

Don Hatch – Auditorium
“Book of Romans”

Wednesday Night:
Henry Seidmeyer – Auditorium

“Book of Colossians”

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam,

Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Serena Hatch
Jacob, Letitia Beverly, Hank
Henry, Elsie Nanney, Virginia
Stull, Ralene Ruyle, Laquita
Baker, Roy & Helen Thomas

*****************
BEAR PROGRAM

We would like to thank everyone
who participates in the “Bear
Program” that distributes
huggable bears to children at the
Emergency room and at the Lab
next to the hospital. Our efforts
have increased significantly over
the past three years: 208 bears
delivered in 2009, 358 bears
delivered in 2010 and 500 bears
delivered in 2011. Thank you for
the work you do that may seem to
go unnoticed. The reports we get
from the facilities that distribute
them are very positive and they
appreciate your work as well.
If you are interested in helping
with this program this year, please
see Beverly McKey.

. *****************

Francis LaFerney’s address in
Louisiana is: 18565 Red Oak,
Prairieville, LA. 70769-3742. She
is doing fine and would enjoy
receiving cards.



Ladies Class – February 7th – 11 a.m.
Luncheon to follow

39’ers – February 20th – 6:30 p.m.

UPCOMING FEB, BIRTHDAY’S
Maxine Prude – 2/1
Linda Brown – 2/1
Roberta Price – 2/5
Scott Price – 2/6
Robert Ruckman – 2/11
Cathy Taylor – 2/12
Joy Webb – 2/12
Tony Pearce – 2/14
Clifford Yeldell – 2/14
Mary Curtis – 2/17
Nadya Workman – 2/19
Carol Partridge – 2/28

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Brandon & Stephanie Howard – 2/28

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 2/5/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
James Gilliam  Bobby England  Jerry Baker
Mike Batot Brent Howard  Don Herriage
Brandon Howard Roy Martin
Glen Kelly Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews  Kenny Mayer
John Mayer Mark 9:33-37

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Henry Seidmeyer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Denzil Myers
Thomas Rathbun
Bill Paschall P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Don Herriage
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Numbers 14:26-34
Glen Kelly
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 80 82 78 100
A.M. Worship 146 147 143 150
P.M. Worship 78 70 70 80
Wed. Class 77 81 80 85
Ladies Bible Class 15 21 18 25
Contribution $4493 $4821 $5184 $5470

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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