
October 20, 2008

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

October 26, 2008
a.m. “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”

Scripture: John 11:17-26

p.m. “Dare We Compromise”
Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:8-14

Is There Any Redemptive Value
Don Hatch

Every year thousands of families are affected by the curse of alcohol. One of the
chief ways is accessibility to beer, wine and alcohol. If every nook and small
store has beer, wine and alcohol for sale there is an uncontrolled pestilence in a
community. The “track record” for these kinds of businesses selling to the public
is not one of redemptive value. They profit in the loss brought upon human lives.
Everyone should question who is making the profit? Communities receive taxes,
but at what cost to the infrastructure? Is there a cost to families, morals and the
community at large? Those who are franchisers claim that there is new revenue
in the community because of the massive distribution. They further claim that
these revenues will fatten the city “coffers”. Has anyone really seen any
sweetening of the city’s treasury from such a proposition?

Is there a down side to beer, wine and alcohol? Millions of problem drinkers’
drive and thousands of families awake to the intolerable losses of loved ones
who were involved in wrecks, death and dismemberment. Nothing redemptive
comes to a community which sponsors mass distribution of beer, wine and
alcohol. Billions of dollars are spent each year on medical, industrial and social
problems created by this industry. They offer the “brew”, never the solution. In
the past few years these servers of the “devil’s brew” advise one to drink
responsibly. They do not mention that a drunken person cannot make a
responsible decision.

No one can exaggerate the evil brought on by beer, wine and alcohol. Visit
an Emergency Room in a hospital, Trauma Centers or homes where the bread
winner has found a convenience store and pay day is a sad day. How much
shame should a community stand for before it calls a halt to this big business
which pushes their agenda? Why not find other businesses where there is
greater stability and insert them in the community. Check the police, social
services and welfare agencies and see if these infamous businessmen and
women have put any of their money into helping the victims or their families
which they have harmed. What you will find, more than likely, is that this is what
the taxes are used for, to cover the unfortunate outcomes. Who is responsible for
these social ills? If we are too weak to morally protest who will? This industry



sells billions of dollars of “booze” each year and puts little to nothing back into our
communities. No other industry takes such a toll on families.

People of moral excellence do not seek means to enslave their neighbors and
pray on moral weakness. Selling beer or wine is sowing to the flesh. In due
season, there will be a reaping of that which is sown. It is of course mockery to
even suggest that right thinking people would join such a dastardly enterprise.
Right thinking people do not enslave their neighbors to the poor man’s “dope”.
Drink grows into an addiction. Consumption of alcohol is a habit forming drug.
Unlike narcotics, never the less beer, wine and alcohol are habit forming and life
ruining. There is no debate how totally it can ruin a person, family and
community. Beer, wine and alcohol can enslave.

The question should be do we care? Do we care about deaths on the
highways, homelessness, ruined families, overburdened hospitals, over tasked
police and EMS’. Do we care about our community? There is not enough money
put into the city treasury to compensate for what beer, wine and alcohol will do.
Do we care that a once good place to bring up children is going to become a
second rate slum where every little nook and cranny, for more profits, will be able
to sell beer, wine and alcohol? Why not seek another industry where the city can
benefit and deny those which harm. Deny a safe haven for them among us?
Taxes from good and sound businesses will bring jobs, payrolls, new families
and other benefits. Why not make it more difficult for people to become drunk?

One argument is that they will just go somewhere else and buy their
“booze”. Why not put a tax on these items to the point that only those “rich
distributors” can buy it. Have you ever seen the faces of these sin peddlers?
They have men and women getting the documents signed to put a vote back on
the ballot, but no one knows who they are which put up the money. They need to
step out of the darkness. Let us know where they live. I assure you it will not be
in a rundown city. They want nice things not beer joints next door. They leave it
to cities like Irving to fall on hard times and run them deeper in the muck. They
do not want every corner in their section of town selling beer, wine and alcohol
because it affects their home values and schools. Once they ruin Irving they will
move to another place with their own special plague.

Why are we willing to let Irving become a slum? Why not set our sights on
higher and better things. Talk to the city council and encourage them to look for
worthy businesses, rebuild our infrastructure with good paying jobs. Are there not
enough vices already in the city? Why add more? City after city is being
confronted by this issue. Will any worthwhile thing come from this new venture?
No!

There is no redemptive value in making Irving a cheap and rundown
“burg”. We can and should be better. Vote against the beer and wine sales and
yes for godliness and goodness. Limit the availability of beer and wine in Irving.
Make it hard to buy “booze”.



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
I am a Christian. By virtue of my faith in Christ which moved me to repent of my sins and be
baptized, I am “in Christ” and have been “born of water and the spirit” (Eph 1:1, 3, 10; John
3:5). The blood of Christ has forgiven the past, and I am in the right relationship with God.
Nevertheless, what do I do now? Where do I go from here?

As the author of Hebrews helps us get this issue in perspective, he writes to Christians of his
day about their need of growth and development in spiritual things; he forces us to think of our
own situation. One of the first things he states is the divine expectation of believers; Christians
are expected to grow in their spiritual lives. “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the
elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on
of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this we will do if God
permits” Heb. 6:1-3. Second, he sounds a warning to his readers: failure to grow brings
condemnation. “For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of
God and the powers of the age to come, 6if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance,
since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.7For
the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by
whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected
and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned” Heb. 6:4-8. Finally, in verses 9-12 he
gives them encouragement: Some signs of their growth are apparent.

Without going into details concerning this passage, its implications for use should be obvious.
First, does God expect less of us than he did of the people who originally read these lines? If
spiritual progress was demanded of them, do we seriously believe that He will accept spiritual
stagnation in our lives? Who can be so naïve? Second, will our failure to mature into the
likeness of Christ not bring us under condemnation? God is no respecter of persons, and He
will not permit in us what He censured in others like us. Third, what evidence of progress can
we point to in our spiritual lives? May we all examine our lives and live for Him.

~ Jerry McKey

Gospel Meeting
October 26-29

We Invite You to Attend
A Series of Lessons

Presented by
Robert Dodson

Evangelist for Birdville church of Christ



Sunday Class 9 AM– Lord Increase Our Faith
Sunday Worship 10 AM – I am the Resurrection and the life

Sunday Worship 6 PM– Dare We Compromise
Monday 7 PM– Another Sermon On Baptism

Tuesday 7 PM– The Church of Christ Is Different
Wednesday 7 PM– The Rich Man and Lazarus

Belt Line Road church of Christ
1202 N Belt Line Rd Irving, TX 75061

Phone: 972-790-8606
Fax: 972-790-3897

http://www.beltlinechurch.com

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the October 23, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, October 26, 2008

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro; Brandon & Kenica Thomason

Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Sunday, November 2, 2008

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman; Max Melton

Back foyer: Jamie & Megan Little

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will be held Sunday at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

http://www.beltlinechurch.com/


LADIES
The Sunday afternoon Ladies’ Class will meet in room #107 at 4:45 p.m.

The Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on October 28th at 11:00 a.m. with a
lesson by Brother Robert Dodson; luncheon will follow.

RESPONSES
We are so happy to welcome David & Faye West who placed membership with us yesterday. Be sure
to add them to your directory: 1305 Iva; 75060; 972-254-3866.

CHRIST’S HAVEN
It’s time to collect groceries for the children again. If you’d like to contribute, pick up a back from either
foyer with a list of needed items, fill ‘em up & return them to the building by Monday, November 3rd.

CONGREGATION
Remember the sandwich supper that is to take place following the evening worship service this
coming Sunday, October 26th to help kick off our Gospel Meeting. Bring sandwiches (or other
finger foods), chips, & desserts and meet us in the Annex for fellowship.

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Bob Bingham is now at home doing better.

∙BC Fowler will undergo foot surgery this Friday.

∙Judy Hancock suffered another seizure, but is better now. Don’s parents from Odessa both suffer with
Altzheimer’s.

∙Joann Hatch’s will undergo hip replacement surgery tomorrow morning (10/21) at 7:30 a.m. at
Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas.

∙Kim Mayer will have surgery for skin cancer on October 30 th in Plano.

∙Tom Prince will undergo a procedure this week.

∙AC Prude is having a procedure done this morning (10/20) for skin cancer.

∙Leo Townsend will undergo a biopsy this Wednesday in DeSoto.

∙Cindy Vaughn broke some bones in her foot by falling off of a bicycle.

∙Janie Walker suffers with shingles.

∙Mary Gough (Elizabeth Garrison’s sister) is in Baylor/Irving, room #312 with low blood sugar.

∙Todd Jonas (Charlene Carroll’s grandson) will have brain surgery this Thursday.

∙Homer Kear (Michelle Farmer’s grandfather) is gravely ill in a Tulsa hospital.

∙Don Morgan (Gwen Bingham’s son) was treated last Monday & released from Baylor/Irving on
Tuesday after suffering a TIA.

∙Arthur & Jamie Releford (friends of the Fowlers) have a 1 week old newborn who will need heart
surgery.

∙Nell Rodgers (Carol Swinney’s sister) is in rehab for 2-3 weeks; she & her husband are on a wait list
for a room in assisted living.

∙Wayne Ruyle (Ilene Ashworth’s son-in-law) will have heart surgery on November 12th.



Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses, including: Bob
Bingham, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Frances Tipton,
Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Johnny Bowman (Nancy Pond’s brother), Frank
Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Percy Henry (Hank’s brother), Todd Jonas (Charlene Carroll’s grandson),
Willie Lawson (Shellie Pearce’s dad), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), Wayne Ruyle
(Ilene Ashworth’s son-in-law), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Oct 26-29: Fall Gospel Meeting, Robert Dodson
· Oct 26: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· Oct 26: Sunday afternoon Ladies’ Bible Class at 4:45 p.m. in room #107
· Oct 28: Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Class & luncheon at 11:00 a.m. in the Annex

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Jamie Little

Sunday evening:
· Betty Ruckman

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Mike Batot JC Ross John Mayer
Glen Kelly Robert Taylor Stan Selby
Thomas Rathbun Max Melton
James Gilliam Bobby Bowen SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews Virgil LaFerney Garl Latham
Ty Harvey Keith Vaughn John 11:17-26
Brandon Howard Derrol Allen
Grady Fowler Jeremy Hardegree

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Brandon Thomason
Mike Garrison

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Darrell Allen
Bill Paschall

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Darrell Allen



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 83 85 94 125
A.M. Worship 145 146 165 210
P.M. Worship 97 95 94 112
Wed. Class 87 83 95 110
Ladies Bible Class 19 19 22 35
Contribution $5254 $4892 $5356 $5400

MISSIONS
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


