
September 22, 2008

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

September 28, 2008
a.m. “The Pious”

Scripture: Psalm 4:1-8

p.m. “Extraordinary Ordinary”
Scripture: Joshus 5:10-12

Christ Like
Don Hatch

Character displays a driving force. It is the brain alive with passion and hope, the eye set on a
goal, a willingness to give the blood in one’s veins for a cause. It is a transfigured life, gives
motion to worthwhile ambitions and it is the action of the soul, spirit and mind. Personality is
the sum total of an individual. When it is Christ like the personality partakes of a divine nature
(2 Pet 1:3-11). It seeks to be transformed into the “glory of the Lord” (2 Cor 3:18). To arrive at
the nature of Christ one must demand of the intellect, will and being a complete surrender to
Christ (Jn 6:45). It fixes on the way Jesus did the will of the Father. Loving the world and the
things of the world are dissimilar to the life of Christ (1 Jn 2:16-18). There are things a
Christian abhors (Rom 12:9). Doing God’s will manifests how a character is developed and
sustained (Jn 4:34; 6:38). Not everyone who declares to be “Christian” in character can
substantiate this claim (Matt 6:21). Keeping pure and holy because God is holy is our
reasonable or spiritual service (Rom 12:1-5; 1 Pet 1:13-18). Fixing the mind, soul and spirit on
the things of God is the avenue to eternal blessings (Matt 22:31-37). Because the body is the
“tabernacle” of the Spirit we are to keep it holy (1 Cor 3:18, 19; 6:18-20). The price to make us
the temple of the Holy Spirit was the blood of Jesus. When we can say, I do nothing of myself
but of Him whom I serve and are steadfast, unmovable in the things of God we have the
Christian life captured and manifested by displaying Christ in word or deed (1 Cor 15:50-58; Jn
9:4; 5:19; Col 3:17).

Abraham believed God and it was reckoned unto him for righteousness (Rom 4:3, 9, 11, 13).
Faith is a confidence in things hoped for and an assurance it will come to pass according to
God’s will. It is impossible to please God unless or until we have confidence and believe He is
the rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (Heb 11:6). Those who have their mind “stayed”
[centered] on God cannot be moved (Isa 26:3). These fix their heart to do the will of God (Psm
125:1). By reviewing the character of the men and women of the Bible one can see the proof of
full surrender to God. Traits like moral goodness [virtue] blend into the seeking of excellence of
Christian living (2 Pet 1:3-11). The conclusion is that each thought and each motive are under
His control gives meaning to Him having His own way. He is the potter, we are the clay (Rom
9:21). Each should want to be a vessel in the house of the Lord (2 Tim 2:19-21). When
sanctified the Christian becomes useful for the Lord’s work. Those who wait upon the Lord
yield themselves to His will. The Lord searches and tries each soul and allows them to come
into His presence with joy (Heb 4:14-16). Christians want God to have absolute sway over
them until Christ is always seen living in them [Have, Thine Own Way by Adelaide Pollard and



George Stebbins]. Souls hungering and thirsting after righteousness strengthen their lives and
secure their soul (Matt 5:6). Gripping and never shrinking from the tasks which are before the
Christian come because they have a moral compass (Rom 12:9). Walking in the paths of
righteousness, keeping the Lord’s commandments is because obedience is better that
superficial sacrifices (1 Sam 15:20-25). The tree of life awaits those who keep God’s
commandments (Rev 22:14). Recognizing God as supreme in authority and sovereignty is the
first step in obedience.

Honesty and truthfulness loom large in the character of the Christ like person. The Ten
Commandments are a perfect showplace of such virtue. Each of these is repeated in the New
Testament with the exclusion of the fourth [Sabbath day]. Christ like people renounce the
hidden things of dishonesty, villainies, deceitfulness and all evil because they will not
commend them to God (2 Cor 4:2). Christ like people meet the approval of God by a virtuous
life (1 Thess 4:11).

Christ like individuals know the repeated admonition to “be strong and of good courage” (Deut
31:6, 7; Josh 1:6, 9; 10:25; 1 Chron 22:13; 28:20). Christians stand for something and others
know they stand for Christ. “The wicked flee when no man pursueth, but the righteous are bold
as a lion” (Prov 28:1). The apostle Paul says, “watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like
men, be strong” (1 Cor 16:13). Unceasing fervor in a pure heart ceaselessly prays and
manifests that Christians do not have a spirit of fearfulness but of power and discipline and are
not ashamed of the Lord. Christianity will suffer hardships with the gospel according to the
power of God because it is commonplace in the Christian community (2 Tim 1:3-14). Jesus
said, “...be of good courage…be not afraid” (Mk 6:50). Conquering the forces of evil is not
discretionary [subject or left to one’s own discretion]. Christians are in a war which must be
won. Nothing “…shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Rom 8:31-39).

Enthusiastic industry in the work of the Lord builds character and sets goals to have greater
energy and eagerness for things holy. It sets in motion a passion for endurance and
steadfastness. Humility and meekness are vigilant beatitudes which exalt God and give man a
servant’s resolve. Rejoicing in the Lord is vested in honesty, truthfulness, enthusiasm, energy,
industry and is crowned with a welcome, “enter into the joy of the Lord”. Christ likeness is a
lifetime enterprise which bears fruits of righteousness (Phil 1:11).

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
In less than five weeks our Gospel Meeting will be upon us. Please mark your calendars now
for this Gospel Meeting which will be October 26-29. A lot of work has already taken place in
making this a truly productive Gospel Meeting. First, it must be fully supported by the family at
Belt Line with complete attendance at every meeting time. We are not expecting and have not
planned for this to be a Sunday Evening/Wednesday Evening Gospel Meeting. The elders and
deacons are encouraging every member at Belt Line to have a part in promoting this meeting.
Be a leader and invite others to attend all the services with you.



What is our purpose in life? There are basically four types of people in the world: (1). those
that seek pleasure, (2) those that seek wealth, (3). those that seek wisdom, and (4). those that
seek and do God’s will. The Bible teaches us that those that love pleasure shall be a poor man
(Prov. 21:17). Pleasure chokes out the word of God (Lk. 8:14), and leads to destruction
(James 5:5).

The Bible also teaches us that one’s life consists not in the abundance of things which he
possesses (Lk. 12:15), and the love of money is the root of all evil (I Tim. 6:10). The Bible also
tells us that man can’t find (know) God’s will for his life through human wisdom. “For after that
in the wisdom of God the world by its wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe”) 1 Cor. 1:21). We must seek God through His divine
revelation, the Bible.

It was Solomon in the long ago that told us what man’s purpose in life should be. “Let us hear
the conclusion of the whole matter; Fear (respect) God and keep his commandments, for this
is the whole duty of man” (Eccl. 12:13). It was Christ, the Son of God and master teacher that
told us what man’s purpose in life should be: “thou shall love the Lord God with all thy heart,
soul, strength, and mind and thy neighbor as thyself” (Lk. 10:27). “…whosoever hears these
sayings of mine and DOES them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock” (Matt. 7:24). If we keep our goals focused on what is written in God’s Word, then we will
have the right purpose in life that will be pleasing to God.

Have a great week serving God! Pray for those that are sick & shut-in.

~ Dean Webb

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008

Destiny Of The Soul
The Bible is preeminently a religious book. It manifests God’s love, man’s need and
redemption’s sweet story. Within its pages divine providence is seen in the affairs of mankind.
The Bible instructs the conscience of mankind that they might develop a moral compass (1 Tim
1:5, 19). Without a moral compass society cannot survive. An endless change in man’s moral
reasoning proves that there is a need for a perfect standard. The Bible provides this standard.

The Bible is a glowing light guiding to the pathway of righteousness, manifesting the destiny of
a redeemed soul. Man was created for fellowship with God. His final resort should be Heaven.
Sin changes the course of the soul’s destiny, but it can be altered by the blood of Jesus Christ.
Destiny is participating in the achieving of an outcome that is directed by God wherein man
has a responsibility. Demonstrate a moral responsibility and worship faithfully. Visit us Sunday.

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the September 25, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News



How Can I Know What God Wants?
On one occasion of paramount importance, the voice of God Himself was heard speaking from
heaven. Before the very eyes of the disciples, Jesus had been transformed so that His face
shone like the sun and His clothes became as white as the light. As the disciples watched,
Jesus stood talking with Moses and Elijah, men who had passed from the scenes of this world
many centuries earlier.

The response of the disciples was to say, “Let’s build three temples here, to honor these three
who stand before us!”

But as they spoke, “…a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son, In whom I am well pleased, Hear Him!’”

Jesus Himself said,”…I can do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught me, I speak these
things.”

If we want to know the will of God, we must listen to His Son, Jesus Christ (John 8:28).

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, September 28, 2008

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro; Ilene Ashworth, Carol Swinney

Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Sunday, October 5, 2008

Front foyer: Henry & Frances Seidmeyer; Bill & Linda Matthews

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will be held September 28th at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.



TEACHER APPRECIATION BANQUET
This Saturday, September 27th from 6pm-8pm in the Annex, we will honor our Bible School
Teachers with an appreciation banquet.

A NEW BABE IN CHRIST!
We are so happy to report that Oleg Yakimenko, our missionary in Russia, baptized a lady into
Christ last Sunday.

NEW BIBLE STUDIES
Brother Henry Seidmeyer will begin a new study of 1 Thessalonians this Wednesday, September
24th in the main auditorium.

Brother Jerry McKey will begin a new study in the Jr. Auditorium on the Book of Proverbs on
Sunday, September 28th.

Brother Don Hatch has started a new study on the Book of Titus in the main Auditorium. Why not
make a new season a good time to join us?

LADIES
The Sunday afternoon Ladies’ Class will meet this Sunday in room #107 at 4:45 p.m.

The Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Class will meet on September 30th at 9:30 a.m.

OUR LOCAL HERO
Jeff Cornish will leave Okinawa today (9/22) to serve a 6 week tour in the Philippines, Korea, &
Hong Kong. Then he’ll get a 2 week leave in December to come home. Please pray for his travels.

KUDOS
We’ve learned of some exciting news about our Frances LaFerney. The HEB school district will
celebrate its 50th Anniversary this fall. Frances was unanimously chosen as one of thirteen people
who has made the list of the first “Hall of Fame” appointees for her 40 years of voluntary service
with HEB. A photo of her family will be placed in the Administration Building & there will be a
reception & dinner held at the DFW Hyatt on November 1st. Some of her years served were while
she also served as our church secretary. Frances, we’re very proud for you; you deserve the
accolades - because we know to whom you give the glory! We know others admire your Christian
example.

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Bob Bingham underwent two radiation treatments last week.

∙Judy Hancock underwent an EEG & an MRI last week.

∙Frances LaFerney will get two injections in her back on September 29 th.

∙Barbara Coup (former member) remains in rehab & is physically doing well, but is a bit down
emotionally right now.

∙The Forbes’ (Debra Alonzo’s parents) continue to struggle; Debra’s mother will have knee
surgery again & her father also needs help; Debra will be in OK for a few weeks.

∙Ronnie Vaughn (Dessie Ross’ son) suffered a heart attack; stints were implanted & he hopes to
go home later this week.



∙Natasha Yakimenko (missionary in Russia) is undergoing tests for lung problems.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses, including:
Fauna Garrett, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Frances Tipton,
Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Percy
Henry (Hank’s brother), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), Chelsea Sutton (the
Garrison’s granddaughter), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Sept 27: Teacher Appreciation Banquet in Annex at 6:00 p.m.
· Sept. 28: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· Sept. 28: Sunday afternoon Ladies’ Bible Class in room #107 at 4:45 p.m.
· Sept. 30: Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Class in the Annex at 9:30 a.m.
· Oct 26-29: Fall Gospel Meeting, Robert Dodson

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Shellie Pearce

Sunday evening:
· Melissa Allen

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Purman Cofer JC Ross Mike Batot
Jerry Baker Robert Taylor Thomas Rathbun
Dorris Walker Max Melton
Stan Selby Bobby Bowen SCRIPTURE READING
Robert Ruckman Virgil LaFerney Ty Harvey
Marvin Brown Keith Vaughn Psalm 4:1-8
John Mayer Derrol Allen
Denzil Meyers Jeremy Hardegree

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Marvin Brown
Henry Seidmeyer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Bill Matthews
Brandon Thomason

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Mike Batot



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 101 96 94 125
A.M. Worship 177 164 166 210
P.M. Worship 102 97 94 112
Wed. Class 88 93 95 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 35
Contribution $5907 $5000 $5386 $5400

MISSIONS
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


