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Appealing To A Standard
Don Hatch

Often we hear someone complain about
another person’s “apparent” infringement upon
their rights. They are appealing to a standard
which is implied or known. They expect others
to know and practice it. Behavior which is
expected is demanded because it is what
governs society. When there are no standards
there is anarchy and bedlam. Many pretend that
there is a special reason for their practices and
that lets them “off the hook”. Is there, in fact,
some kind of law, rule of reasonable action,
civilized behavior which rational people can
agree upon? Is morality a matter in which all
can come to an agreement? What
demonstrates, that in human sense, mankind is
not like the animals that strive violently and
feel no compunction to seek an agreement.
Internal strife seeks to prove others are
incorrect or that there is a better way. There is
no need to do so if there is not a type of
agreement upon which right and wrong can be
established. Elementary principles have an
author. Defined behavior is not left to
randomness or chance.

Some things are fundamental to society if it
is to survive. Christian principles have been
taught in the Western world since the church of
Christ began. After a reasonable time society
should be teachers of the great principles found
in the Bible. Incapacity to understand right and
wrong is a consequence of being “dull of
hearing” (Heb 5:11-14). There would be no
sense in going to a football game and hearing a
referee call an action a “foul” if there were no
rules for agreement on what is a foul. Is life
less than a mere “football game”?

When the “law of human behavior” cries out
that a foul has been committed it appeals to a
body of truth that is just and right. The law of
gravity, electricity or hydrology must be
obeyed or dire circumstances will prevail. One
cannot jump off a 20 story building and believe
that nothing will happen or touch a wire with a
thousand volts and expect to survive or try to
stop a raging river. There is a law which
governs mankind. Many believe it can be
denied. Moreover, it is believed that they can
choose to disregard and disobey it without
consequences. The Nazis were gracious to their
own but chose to destroy Jews, Christians and
others without compunction. Some chose to
allow Nazis to practice whatsoever they

desired until it affected them. Then they cried out. The
Second World War was fought to prove that there was
“right and wrong”, “good and bad”. The trials of the
wartime criminals were due proof when the judges said
that there was a higher source of right and wrong than
the Nazis government. Those who committed the
atrocities were guilty. They could not blame the Third
Reich. They could have made correct moral choices.
Judge Jackson [later one of our Supreme Court judges]
said that the highest court of all was God. All mankind
will ultimately stand at His judgment bar. If there is no
notion of this, why did America fight for right over
wrong? If there was no right standard they could not be
blamed.

Different civilizations have different moralities. Yet
there is within each great comparisons which never
change. The ancient societies had some means of
knowing right and wrong. Adam and Eve ate of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. From that time
mankind has known. Some people honor warriors,
educators and professionals but few honor the self-
seeking, heartless and vile. They may be tightfisted to
others but they are dishonored if their own family
suffers from such selfishness. Countless other “rights
and wrongs” are seen in the history of ancient people.
Can you think of a country where cowards are honored
or a double-dealing person is worthy of praise? When
one says there is no right or wrong wait until someone
breaks a contract with him and sees if he does not call it
“unfair”. Industrial secrets and National secrets when
betrayed are called criminal. No matter the society there
is always an appeal to right and wrong.

Eventually all are forced to believe in right or wrong
as real. It is indisputable. It is not a matter of opinion or
options. Whose standard is right? Man’s morals are
finite. No one has kept the laws of God perfectly,
except Christ Jesus the Lord. The point must be made
that there is a moral and ethical power greater than
man. Where do we find His mind and will? Paul told
idol worshipers one true God was not among the no-
gods. He told them they lived, moved and had their
being in Him [God of the Bible] (Acts 17:16-31). If
individuals do not believe in indecent behavior why do
they complain of others doing something with which
they disagree? The new tolerance is tolerant only
toward everyone but those who disagree with them.
Then without toleration they try to destroy those who
oppose their morals. We must appeal to God as the
source of our morality, practices and deeds. It is not a
matter of options or opinion, but rather what God
accepts. Around the world individuals hold ideas of
right and wrong. When they break the rules whose
standards do they appeal to in the final analysis? Life is
in agreement with God or not. We appeal to His justice.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Confidence! What a strong word, especially if we associate
the word with God. Paul’s confidence in God’s work should
give us confidence. “…being confident of this very thing, that
He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until
the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to think this of
you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in
my chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel,
you all are partakers with me of grace. For God is my
witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of
Jesus Christ” Phil. 1:6-8.

Paul expresses his firm confidence in one thing—that God
will complete the work that he has begun in the Philippian
brethren. God is at work in the Christian at Philippi and he is
at work in us as Christians (Phil. 2:12-13). “Therefore, my
beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in
you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

God will continue his work within the Christian until the end
of the Christian life. You see, God prunes us like a
vinedresser prunes grape vines, that we may bear more fruit.
“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away;
and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear
more fruit” John 15:2. We are transformed to become like
Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). “But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as
by the Spirit of the Lord.”

May we have great confidence in the work of the Lord for our
lives. May we never look back and only look forward. May
we never be ashamed to speak up and out about our Lord.
Confidence is a great thing to have. ~Jerry McKey

***********
“Oh give thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; For his
lovingkindness endureth forever. Let Israel now say, That his
lovingkindness endureth forever. Let the house of Aaron now
say, That his lovingkindness endureth forever. Let them now
that fear Jehovah say, That his lovingkindness endureth
forever. Out of my distress I called upon Jehovah: Jehovah
answered me and set me in a large place. Jehovah is on my
side; I will not fear: What can man do unto me? Jehovah is on
my side among them that help me: Therefore shall I see my
desire upon them that hate me. It is better to take refuge in
Jehovah Than to put confidence in man. It is better to take

refuge in Jehovah Than to put confidence in princes. All
nations compassed me about: In the name of Jehovah I will
cut them off. They compassed me about; yea, they compassed
me about: In the name of Jehovah I will cut them off. They
compassed me about like bees; They are quenched as the fire
of thorns: In the name of Jehovah I will cut them off. Thou
didst thrust sore at me that I might fall; But Jehovah helped
me. Jehovah is my strength and song; And he is become my
salvation” (Psm 118:1-14).

Importance Of Reading

Reading is a system in which there is a cognitive process of
decoding symbols in order to construct or derive the meaning
of something written. Language is a means of sharing through
communication, information and ideas. God chose to give
mankind a written book in order preserve His words
throughout the generations of mankind. The interaction of
God’s words with mankind being directed to know cultural
and social needs, coupled with spiritual requirements, was
crucial. Reading God’s word is a process of continuous
application of the things read. The development and
refinement of a religious people demand frequently revisiting
the words of God. Analysis of what has been written gives
“food for thought” and progression of deeper understanding in
order that the essence of the written word is preserved.
Passing information about an event, laws and religious
requirements is frequently judged as myths and legends no
matter how skillful the teacher. Hence, the written word
serves as a better monitor for preserving the truth on a matter.
The longer a written text is preserved the greater its value, if it
has God’s stamp of authority attached to it.

Deviating from the truth is more difficult when the written
word is employed to preserve it. Because reading is a complex
process it must have strict guidelines. Readers are assisted by
the writer when the words which are used sharply define
terms and meanings. To promote deep exploration into the
materials a reader translates the symbols into sounds and
visual representation of speech. Therein is found the
comprehension and clues for using that which has been
written. Readers learn to use the smallest meaningful elements
in language, semantics, syntax and context as clues to
indentify the unknown words. Readers integrate words studied
into the framework of knowledge.

Reading is the renewing of knowledge (1 Tim 4:13).
Reading comes from the Greek word anognosis meaning to
take heed to the things presented. With the Apostle Paul
removed from being present he gave Timothy a charge to be
diligent in reading, exhortation and teaching (1 Tim 4:6-16).
Rehearsing, reviewing and renewing again and again secures
that the words of God are repeated correctly. Continuing
steadfastly in the ways of the Lord, being unmovable always
abounding in the work of the Lord is stabilized by reading and
rereading the will of God for His saints (1 Cor 1:1-5; 15:55-
58). The Bible is a book meant to be studied and learned. The
reading of it and gaining a sense of its meaning is vital to the
Church. Conduct, faith and purity are learned from
exhortation and teaching.

Fruitfulness in the life of a Christian is derived from learning
God’s answers and applying daily the things which are read.
Christians are to give an answer to every man with meekness
that ask for a reason concerning our hope (1 Pet 3:15). Until
the last of Paul’s life he was an avid student of God’s word.
He asked Timothy to bring the books and parchments when he
came to Rome. Paul was a conscientious student of the word
of the Lord, never ceasing to learn (2 Tim 4:13).

Each time the word reading appears in the Bible it reminds
us that the sense of the Law, Prophets and Psalms was sought
(Ex 24:7; Ezra 8:3-18; Lk 4:16; Acts 12:27; 15:21).The divine
word is food for our soul. Spend time in reading it to be
renewed day by day (2 Cor 4:16-18). Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

March 16, 2014
Front foyer: Robert & Betty
Ruckman
Back foyer: Dale & Katherine
Cox

March 23, 2014
Front foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews
Back foyer: Glen Kelly & Fay
Yeldell

*****************

Sermon Titles

March 16, 2014
a.m: “Personal Doubts”
Scripture: Exodus 3:10-14
p.m: “Speedy Deliverance”
Scripture: Matthew 14:28-33

March 23, 2014
a.m: “Great Physician”
Scripture: Matthew 15:29-31
p.m: “Transfiguration”
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-7

*****************
Contribution Counters For

March

Bobby England & Mike Garrison

****************
Communion Preparation For

March

Dale & Katherine Cox

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST

Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
*Tom Head, Bill Matthews

Homebound Members:
Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney, Roy
& Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Marietta Houser, Gearldean
Jones

Recovering at Home:
. Laquita Baker is not feeling
well.

. Randall Morris fell and broke
his knee.
. Linda Matthews is not feeling

well.
. Joann Hatch is suffering with

vertigo.

There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Fauna Garrett – Emerall Hills

Rehab Center
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Hospital:
. Mary Curtis went home from
the hospital last Thursday.

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Other Requests:
. Richard Renfro has requested
prayers for the three year old
daughter of Rosemond Dalmeus
our coordinator of the Mission
Printing effort in Haiti. His
daughter, Yosandy is in the
hospital with typhoid fever and a

parasite infection. Let’s pray that
God will bless them both and give
her a quick recovery.

*****************
LADIES

The Ladies Bible Class will be on
Tuesday, March 11th at 10 a.m. in
the annex. The lesson will be “A
Wolf’s Garments”.

Ladies if you would like to help
prepare the 10 gift bags we give
away for Ladies ½ Day, please try
to have any items to be used here
at the building or see Joann Hatch
by March 31st.

*****************
BRIDAL SHOWER

There will be a come and go
bridal shower for Jessica Alonzo
this Saturday, March 15th from
2:00 to 4:00 p. m. It will be held
at Kassie Price’s home at 419
Nottingham. Jessica is registered
at Target and Bed, Bath &
Beyond. If you would like to
contribute to a group gift please
contact Sandy Hall.

39’ers
39’ers will meet Monday March
17th at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex.
Please bring food and enjoy the
wonderful fellowship.

****************
SYMPATHY

Carolyn Renfro’s nephew,
Adam Elkins was killed in a
vehicle accident and services are
pending at this time. Please keep
these families in your prayers.

Ronnie Vaughn passed away and
memorial services will be today at
11 a.m. at the Albany Church of
Christ. Ronnie is Dessie Ross’s
son and Keith Vaughn’s brother.



3/17/14 – 39’ers – 6:30 p.m.

3/18/14 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S

Kenny Mayer – 3/2
B.C. Fowler – 3/6
Xavier Kaiser – 3/6
Don Overturf * – 3/7
James Gilliam – 3/7
Vicky Askins – 3/8
Tiffany Dawson – 3/9
Dana Hodgkins – 3/11
Jerry Baker – 3/18
Kay Overturf – 3/19
Kelly Allen – 3/24
Carol Swinney – 3/25
Pansey Yankey – 3/30

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Don* & Kay Overturf – 3/12
Grady & B.C. Fowler – 3/17
Jerry & Beverly McKey – 3/24
Gary & Nadya Workman – 3/29

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 3/16/14 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
Dale Cox Curtis Vaughan  Richard Renfro
Scot Allen Thomas Rathbun  James Gilliam
Mike Garrison Don Herriage
Robert Ruckman J.C. Ross A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer  Mike Batot
Bill Paschall Exodus 3:10-14

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Thomas Rathbun

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Henry Seidmeyer
 Bill Matthews
 John Mayer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Matthew 14:28-33
 Mike Batot

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker – Denzil Myers

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 68 66 70 100
A.M. Worship 113 99 120 150
P.M. Worship 51 66 65 80
Wed. Class 75 68 66 85
Contribution $6235 $4450 $5065 $5331
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MISSIONS
Haiti – Printing
Glen Tattersall - Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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