
December 1, 2008

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

December 7, 2008
a.m. “A Narrow Door”

Scripture: Luke 13:22-30

p.m. “Come with Us”
Scripture: Numbers 10:29-36

Choose Ye This Day”
Don Hatch

In Joshua’s farewell address this veteran leader of Israel gathers the Israelites to discuss
how they became a nation blessed by Jehovah (Josh 24). He had watched this band of slaves
become a nation, victorious and disciplined by adversities, enter into the Promised Land and
take possession of it. Joshua had observed the religious growth of Israel holding the truth of
God in sacred deposit, handing it down to subsequent generations. The high mission upon
which they ascended was being tarnished by polytheistic ideas and cults left in the land.
Joshua was the leader of the chosen people; they had not chosen their own greatness but
needed to see the special duty which was placed upon them because of the prominence to
which they were called. Now in a solemn crisis the people of God had to choose life or death.
How would they decide?

In the cradle of nationhood remembrance of promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
more than mere words. God, Himself, had made these promises and Israel needed to see how
they were blessed above all other nations on the earth.

It is possible that the location of this assemblage was like a Plymouth Rock to the Hebrews.
Some thought it might have been where Abraham had built the altar when offering Isaac and a
memorial stone had been erected there (Gen 22). It became the scene of a national oath. This
was a valley of decision, time of retrospect, introspect and prospect. Would the people be true
to their mission, keep God’s statutes, observe the greatness which was before them and
prepare for the future blessings to be found in Christianity (Gal 3:23, 24)? Would they be true
to their vocation? Had they really apprehended that for which they had been delivered from
Egypt to perform? How long could they halt between two opinions? Could they remain
inconclusive? If Jehovah was God would they weld a spiritual relationship with Him that was
unbreakable? Israel paid cursory attention, respectfully listened, risked some time but would
not fully embrace the purpose of God.

Life must be filled with service. Israel needed to embrace and vouchsafe whom they would
serve. Choosing their Master was of grave importance. Failing to choose, guided by uncertain
spiritual inclinations, harboring doubts, diminishing the values of God always leads to sinful
tendencies. Yearning for independence from God leads to reliance on Satan. No matter how



free one may become they remain servants to someone. The dream of independence
ultimately must acknowledge responsibility for the choice. Ironically the difficulty of choosing to
serve God was a matter of trying to escape responsibility. Israel had vast amounts of evidence
to weigh the balance in God’s favor but they did not heed lessons of history. Choosing good
over evil presupposes that there is an authority greater than man. Repudiation of God as
Master would be tantamount to not taking heed to Joshua’s words, “I have set before you life
and death, therefore choose life”. The power of choice has accountability. Destiny was in the
balance. God accepts no divided allegiance for none can serve two master (Matt 7:24).

Strong and deep convictions must to be based on truth. Principles of hope are found in the
pledges which have been made and kept. God is a covenant keeping God who never breaks
His promises (Heb 6:13-10). History is replete with evidence that God blesses those who seek
Him and follow the path of righteousness. From the very beginning there has been evidence of
God’s love and providential care for the righteous. Man has always been free to choose God
and act accordingly. Power of choice implies freedom of will and accountability. Our destiny is
established while upon the earth and because of our choices.

Service to God is not merely perfunctory [done without care or interest] or superficial. It
must be thoughtfully engaged in and perused with ardor. The Lord must be the ruling power in
life (Rom 15:3). If reasons are needed the deliverance and emancipation of the soul from sin
ranks highest. Only God can deliver man from sin (1 Pet 1:18-20). Man is delivered to serve
(Lk 1:74). No human power will ever be able to bridge the great gulf fixed between death and
eternal life. Hearing and heeding the words of the Lord fixes the destiny of the soul (Jn 5:24).
Victory is given through the Lord (Rom 7:24, 25). There are no enemies that can vanquish
those who make the choice to serve the Lord. It is God who spared us and delivered up His
own Son, freely giving us all things (Rom 8:31-34). Who can separate us from the love of
Christ? Will it be tribulations, anguish, persecution, perils, things present, things to come, other
creatures, angels or men (Rom 8:35-39)? No! Those who choose God are more than
conquerors in Christ.

Consecrated service must embrace being, doing and abiding in the ways of God. The body,
soul and will are to be surrendered in gratitude with love (Mat 22:34-40). To halt between a
decision of serving self or God is to tarry in the valley of decision (Joel 3:14, 15). The Lord
must be publically acknowledged, given reverence and response to Him by saying, “what wilt
thou have me do?” To serve the Lord implies that He is Master (Psm 16:2). The servant yields
to the Master and is prepared for every good work (2 Tim 2:21). The stirring reflection of
service is a solemn declaration, decided affirmation of an indispensible statement, “I choose to
serve God” (Josh 24:15).

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
Sunday was a cold and windy day, but that did not keep 17 workers away from Mission
Printing activities. We have another two dozen Christians that are writing emails and cards to
our missionaries. We have many teachers and song leaders that are doing their best to
spread the word and serve God to the best of their ability.



I am so blessed to have spent most of my life with the Lord’s brethren at the Belt Line Road
church of Christ. We have wonderful members that help the sick and visit those in distress.
Our congregation is helping support many missionaries to spread the gospel throughout the
world.

Each member has the opportunity to serve God in so many different ways. If you want to do
more, please let the elders know.

Wil and Telanda Sadler are coming this weekend. Carolyn and I are pleased that they will stay
with us. Sunday night, Wil plans to give us a report on their efforts in helping our military
brethren in Germany. They are excited about taking some of our Mission Printing tracts home
with them, saving us the expensive postage. Wil said that they could send them in their
packages to Germany, as well as giving them to several small congregations in their area. We
are always looking for ways to cut our cost of shipping the tracts. If you have any ideas,
please let me know.

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.” Galatians 6:10

Have a wonderful week in the Lord,

~ Richard Renfro

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008
True Worship

True religion acknowledges God. His worshiper worships Him in spirit and in truth. Such
individuals deliberate on virtues and godliness. They love the Creator and focus on His
righteousness. Their right attitude toward God and things divine does not disintegrate into
pointless superstitions.

True religion gives God appropriate honor. Accomplishing true worship identifies loyalty as its
mainstay. This loyalty respects and adores the Heavenly Father. The foundation of worship is
doing nothing without His will and counsel. It is never self-controlled but God directed. God,
who is eternal, is the Lord of heaven and earth. Thus, He is worthy of all praise.

God bids the true worshiper to be holy as He is holy (1 Pet 1:13-25). A kindred term to worship
is reverence. Reverence in worship stresses seeking freedom from improprieties, sinfulness
and superstition. Each week true worship can be found among faithful sons and daughters of
God (2 Cor 6:14-18). We invite you and your family to worship with us this Sunday.

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the December 4, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News



DO MORE
Do more than exist…live.

Do more than touch…feel.

Do more than look…observe.

Do more than read…absorb.

Do more than hear…listen.

Do more than listen…understand.

Do more than think…ponder.

Do more than talk…say something.

~ Anonymous

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, December 7, 2008

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby; Max Melton

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Sunday, December 7, 2008

Front foyer: Henry & Frances Seidmeyer; Jamie & Megan Little

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.



SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will be held at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

LADIES
The Tuesday morning Ladies’ Bible Class will meet on December 9th at 9:30 a.m. in the
Annex.

ANOTHER BOY!
Marjorie Bennett has a new great-grandson, Avery James Cox IV; he was born on November
21st weighing in at 6 pounds. Avery lives in Lubbock. Congrats, Marjorie!

THANK YOU!
Grady & I want to thank everyone for your prayers, food, cards, & calls. God bless you; we
love you all! Grady & BC Fowler

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL QUARTER
This Sunday, December 7th, and next Wednesday, December 10th, begins a new Bible
School Quarter. Teachers, please let us know if you need any supplies.

WITH SYMPATHY
Jerry Lloyd (former member) passed away Saturday. Visitation will be at Brown’s Funeral
Home tomorrow (12/2) from 6pm-8pm; graveside service will be held Wednesday (12/3) at
10:00 a.m. at Oak Grove.

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Bob Bingham’s test results show that the cancer is still there.

∙Jane Easter has been suffering with back problems.

∙BC Fowler requests prayers for her continued struggles with health.

∙Joann Hatch is doing better now.

∙Tom Head is suffering with health problems.

∙Lee Anne Calvano (Ilene Ashworth’s daughter) will need gall bladder surgery.

∙Barbara Coop (former member) is not doing well; they expect to call hospice in sometime this
week.



∙Madison Green (friend of the Fowlers) is a very ill 2-year-old who is being taken to Children’s
Hospital in Little Rock.

∙Don Morgan (Gwen Bingham’s son) is in Baylor/Grapevine with what is thought to be
pneumonia.

∙George Ryon (Ann’s son) is now in room #409 & is on dialysis today; he still needs gall
bladder surgery soon.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jack & Frances LaFerney,
Garldean Latham, Tom Prince, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Frank
Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Percy Henry (Hank’s brother), Todd Jonas (Charlene Carroll’s
grandson), Willie Lawson (Shellie Pearce’s dad), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-
law), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter), & our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Dec 7: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· Dec 7 & 10: New Bible School Quarter begins
· Dec 9: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Jamie Little

Sunday evening:
· Debra Alonzo

DEC. LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Mike Batot JC Ross Denzil Myers
Glen Kelly Robert Taylor Jeremy Hardegree
Thomas Rathbun Max Melton
James Gilliam Keith Vaughn SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews Bobby Bowen Stan Selby
Ty Harvey Jeremy Hardegree Luke 13:22-30
Grady Fowler Virgil LaFerney
Brandon Howard Derroll Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Rob Farmer
Henry Seidmeyer



LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Brandon Thomason
John Mayer

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Bill Paschall

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 73 89 94 125
A.M. Worship 143 147 164 210
P.M. Worship 95 90 95 112
Wed. Class 83 55 94 110
Ladies Bible Class 22 0 22 35
Contribution $4481 $5468 $5383 $5400

MISSIONS
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


