
May 10, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

May 16, 2010

a.m. “Home of the Soul”

Scripture: Psalm 90:1-10

p.m. “Victory and Intimacy”

Scripture: Revelation 2:12-17

The Book of Books
Don Hatch

The Bible begins with creation, “In the beginning”. It is the first step God took to build a haven
for mankind to dwell. The remainder of the Bible relates how God offered resplendent
blessings to mankind. Exhibited in the Bible is countless times God demonstrated His
abundant omnibenevolence and love.

The first five books of the Bible were written to people who had definite reasons to believe in
God. Without preface or argument they knew that Jehovah had revealed Himself to them. The
oral history of Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the twelve sons of Jacob were irrefutable.
Millions could attest to Adam, his sons and daughters, following generations, Noah, the flood,
Shem, Ham and Japheth. The Israelites were heirs to the promises made to these Patriarchs.
Who they were; what they had; where they had been; where they were going and how God
watched over them was indisputable. God’s purpose for a written record was practical.
Subsequent generations who read the Pentateuch [first five books of the Bible] can follow step
by step the immutable scheme of redemption which God worked out through a house of faith.
The Bible is addressed to the reader’s religious faith, not scientific curiosity. It is to be used to
guard the believer from miss-steps or denial of the God of creation. Within the Bible there are
tacit references to all forms of error respecting the origin of the universe. The worlds were
created by God, not by self-generation or an impersonal power of nature. Above all the sacred
text reveals the love of God for His creation. Love is the ruling principle of the entire creation.
At every step He calls it “good”. God so loved the world His plan included a scheme of
redemption for fallen mankind (Gen 3:15-17; Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 3:1).

The work of creation is altogether distinctive from that of sustaining it (Heb 1:1-5). The
universe did not exist prior to God speaking it into existence. Therefore, it is impossible to trace
beyond the epoch of creation any information which is not revealed. The idea of a beginning is
imperative. The scriptures teach us the remoteness of this creation and man being created on
the sixth day of that creation (Gen 1 & 2). Creation was a phenomenon. The heavenly and
earthly are spoken of in common language so as to leave the reader’s judgment open to the
reception of other truth discovered by scientific facts and laws. Whatsoever science may
discover it remains that God created all things. The simplest fact of the time, God created, is
often disputed but never fully denied. From nothing something became. It still exists being



sustained by the word of God’s power. Our earth had all the elements and laws built into it
from the beginning. It has remained man’s task to discover them and use them wisely.

The human, with many “systems” can function independently, yet is dependent on the whole
is a living example of God’s creative powers. The unity, of man leaving his father and mother,
to cleave unto his wife creating one flesh teaches that man and animals cannot mate to create
another man. Animals cannot mate to create man, nor can man with man create man, nor can
woman with woman create mankind. This is an irreversible law of biogenesis. The
indissolubleness of marriage is based on the grounds of belief of one woman and one man
stay together until death do they part (Rom 7:1-10; 1 Cor 6:16).

The endowments given to Adam, occupation of body and volition suggest that mankind is
unique among all of God’s creation. The joy and prosperity of mankind will follow restraint of
appetites and self-will. It has been proven better that mankind live without the practice of evil.
The vast freedoms granted to mankind prove the goodness of God. Teaching mankind that
there are laws was illustrated by the trees of knowledge of good and evil (Gen 3). Law must be
enforced or there is anarchy. Laws are not arbitrary and prohibition merely a test of obedience.
Law is a standard for all. The knowledge and practice of evil corrupts mankind and his nature.
Temptation comes from within and without (Jas 1:12-18). The effect of participating in sin
opens the eyes of mankind. Does this eye-opening experience benefit mankind? Evil works
fear of God, not love for Him. Reminded of the doom which occurred when Adam and Eve
partook of the forbidden fruit should strengthen our resolve to live soberly, righteously and
godly in our present world (Tit 2:1-14). Paradise lost, can be regained in Christ. It is not just a
story but the facts upon which a civilization will remain a civilization. All other teaching destroys
civilization.

The Genesis account gives us the generations of mankind. The imperative of the Bible is that
it establishes God as the Creator and Sustainer of all things. The concept of Divine heavenly
rule means mankind must subject themselves to His laws. Every promise is contingent on
obedience. The importance of believing the Bible, its precepts and principles is seen in the
changing and capricious nature of manmade laws. A dominate element in the spiritual laws
from God is that they are specific enough that they are not misunderstood and general enough
to cover the needs of any society. Against the background of the Bible we comprehend how
enlightenment, empowerment and purification take place. The Bible portrays the concept of
God’s rule as a measure to build a better world. The Bible is not merely a book. It is The Book
of books.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds

Salvation and damnation are two of the most popular and unpopular subjects in the world. Men
constantly talk about salvation, and then shun the subject of damnation as if it does not exist.
When they do acknowledge its existence they think it applies to others.

Jesus said, "For the son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost" (Lk. 19:10);
and "I came that they may have Life, and may have it more abundantly" (Jn. 10:10). Jesus
placed himself squarely between man and salvation and squarely between man and
damnation. Without Jesus Christ there is no hope for eternal life. Jesus is the good shepherd
and leads his sheep into eternal pastures. (Jn.10:7-29). Jesus Christ is "the way, the truth and



the life" (Jn 14:6). No other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ (1 Cor. 3:11).

Read Acts 2: 38-47…Action and a right choice is required to have hope of eternal life.

Just as surely as Jesus brought abundant life to a lost and dying world, so God made Him the
final judge of mankind (Jn. 5:25-29). Jesus came, he lived, he died and he returned to the
Father for the sake of each one of us (Heb. 2:14-18).

We need to examine ourselves daily to make sure our hearts are right and ask ourselves, do
we attend and participate in all the services we could? Salvation is the only choice that
requires effort!

Pray for our sick, shut-ins & the bereaved in all our prayers! Have a great week serving
God!

~ Dean Webb

“This is the third time I am coming to you. At the mouth of two witnesses or three shall every
word established. I have said beforehand, and I do say beforehand, as when I was present the
second time, so now, being absent, to them that have sinned heretofore, and to all the rest,
that, if I come again, I will not spare; seeing that ye seek a proof of Christ that speaketh in me;
who to you-ward is not weak, but is powerful in you: for he was crucified through weakness,
yet he liveth through the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him
through the power of God toward you. Try your own selves, whether ye are in the faith ;
prove your own selves [emphasis dh]. Or know ye not as to your own selves, that Jesus
Christ is in you? unless indeed ye be reprobate. But I hope that ye shall know that we are not
reprobate. Now we pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we may appear approved, but that
ye may do that which is honorable, though we be as reprobate. For we can do nothing against
the truth, but for the truth. For we rejoice, when we are weak, and ye are strong: this we also
pray for, even your perfecting. For this cause I write these things while absent, that I may not
when present deal sharply, according to the authority which the Lord gave me for building up,
and not for casting down” (2 Cor 13:1-10).

CHRISTIAN’S CALLING
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beseech you to walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye
were called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love; giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as also ye were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all. But unto
each one of us was the grace given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore
he saith, When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, And gave gifts unto men. (Now
this, He ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He
that descended is the same also that ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things.) And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto
the building up of the body of Christ: till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the



knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ: that we may be no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking
truth in love, we may grow up in all things into him, who is the head, even Christ; from whom
all the body fitly framed and knit together through that which every joint supplieth, according to
the working in due measure of each several part, maketh the increase of the body unto the
building up of itself in love” (Eph 4:1-16).
Christian's are called into fellowship with God the Father, Christ the Son and the Holy Spirit (2
Cor 13:14; 1 Jn 1:1-4).They are to walk in a manner worthy of this calling. A careful study of
this calling will reveal a life which is styled after Christian virtues. Any reproachful living is
detestable to a Christian.

God calls mankind into a fellowship which sets them apart from the world (2 Cor 6:14-7:1).
Upon entering into this fellowship the Christians does not return to former ways (Rom 11:29;
Col 3:5, 6). Grace is the divine measure God used to save mankind (Eph 2:5-19); Gal 1:15).
Grace depends upon Christ. He was revealed to manifest salvation. The Gospel is for all and it
is the means God used to call mankind into fellowship with Him (Gal 1:6-11). The Gospel
remains constant. Christians walk in light because they have been called out of darkness (Col
1:13; 1 Pet 2:9). When a person is baptized into Christ they are called “saints” (Gal 3:27; 1 Cor
1:1, 2). This holy calling was the good pleasure and purpose of God’s will (Eph 1:3-15; 2 Tim
1:9). When we are obedient to this heavenly calling we have hope and joy wherein we rejoice
(Rom 5:1-11; Heb 3:1).In our calling we press on to the goal of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus (Phil 3:14). This calling has liberty, service and joy (1 Cor 1:9; Gal 5:14; Phil 4:4),
fighting the good fight which inextricably leads to eternal life (1 Tim 6:12). The virtuous life is
the only life which offers heaven (2 Pet 1:3-11). Give diligence to make your calling and
election sure. For the saved there shall be richly supplied an abundant entrance into heaven.

~Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, May 16, 2010

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Sunday, May 23, 2010

Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross



Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

DIRECTORY CHANGES
Please change Kati Mimm’s address: 3829 N. Belt Line Rd., #1905; Irving 75038.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
We had a great meeting of VBS teachers & workers; your attendance & willingness to
participate is appreciated and will glorify our Lord. Be sure to invite friends & neighbors so that
we may have the best VBS yet: June 14-16.

COOKBOOKS
Due to the high demand for extra cookbooks, we will have to print more copies. More will be
available within 2-3 weeks; we appreciate your patience. If you have not ordered extra books
you may sign up through May 16th.

LADIES’ DAY CD’S
Additional copies of the Ladies’ Day CD’s are available on the bookcase in the back foyer.

CHRIST HAVEN
Just a reminder that the Christ’s Haven truck will be here to pickup groceries on June 15th;
bags with a list of needed items are available in both foyers.

39’ers
The 39rs will meet on the 17th. We hope all will plan to attend this special fellowship. The
meal is “pot-luck”. We start at 6:30; bring a friend. You will enjoy a wonderful evening.



WITH SYMPATHY
Irene West (David West’s mother) passed away in Childress last week; services are today
(5/10) at Brown’s Funeral Home.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Grady Fowler had a health problem yesterday morning.

∙Lotah Franklin requests prayers for some health problems.

∙Billie Gilliam is back in Northgate Plaza, room #118. She still has a need for sitters; please
see the list in the front foyer.

∙Garldean Latham is having a hard time both emotionally and physically this week.

∙Everett Newton has moved to Baylor Specialty Hospital on Swiss Avenue; no room number
available yet.

∙Robert Ruckman made a trip to the ER with chest pain, but was treated & released.

∙Roy & Helen Thomas are both ill at home with the flu.

∙Myrtle Wade has been ill at home with an upper respiratory infection.

∙Jessie Lee Caskey Is improving & able to eat soft food.

∙Wade Dillenbeck (family member of the McAlister’s) has been diagnosed with Hodgkins
disease.

∙Telanda Sadler is undergoing testing to see if she’s a match for Wil & a transplant.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Evelyn Armstrong, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Don & Judy Hancock, Hank Henry, Jean
Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince, Jan Smithson, Leo Townsend, Thomas West,
Brenda Alsup (Lotah Franklin’s friend), Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Gail Hieronymus
(Mike Garrison’s daughter), Johnny Willliams (Bobbie’s son).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· May 16: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· May 16: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· May 17: 39’ers in Annex at 6:30 p.m.
· June 2: Begins Summertime Series
· June 14-16: Vacation Bible School

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Purman Cofer  JC Ross  Garl Latham
 Bill Matthews  Robert Taylor  Marvin Brown
 John Mayer  Max Melton



 Jerry Baker  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Henry Seidmeyer  Derrol Allen  Stan Selby
 Brandon Howard  Bill Paschall Psalm 90:1-10
 Mike Garrison  Roy Martin
 Dorris Walker

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Darrell Allen
 Henry Seidmeyer

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Garrison

Revelation 2:12-17

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Garl Latham (last song: Denzil Myers)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Thomas Rathbun
 Robert Ruckman

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Bill Paschall

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 73 75 81 125
A.M. Worship 147 161 146 210
P.M. Worship 83 65 76 112
Wed. Class 71 72 77 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 35
Contribution $6643 $4500 $5400 $5433

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia



Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


