
January 4, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

January 10, 2010

a.m. “If You Lack Wisdom”

Scripture: James 1:5-8

p.m. “Power for the Witnesses”

Scripture: Acts 1:6-11

Jesus Christ The Hope Of The World
Don Hatch

Israel was in the wilderness for forty years and God said, “…ye have compassed this mountain
long enough…” (Deut 2:3). The time had come to move in the direction of the “Promised
Land” and fulfill their destiny. Christianity like Israel boomed on the North American soil in the
19th and 20th centuries. From the days of the pioneer preachers and strong congregations the
work was accomplished with a “passion”. Much fruit was born and many souls were touched
by the brethren. Congregations made time to reach out into the community with “Gospel
Meetings, Special Lectureships, Series with Themes” and other means. They were very
effective. Countless souls were taught and obeyed the first principles of the Gospel. The “Plea”
of the church of Christ was “Back to the Bible, Restoring first century Christianity” and other
worthy slogans identifying the church as belonging to Christ. Throughout the land
congregations flourished and grew.

Many methods have been used to teach the “truth of the gospel of salvation”. Preaching and
teaching was complimented by classes in homes and classroom studies. There is an urgent
need for the church to reconsider the methods of reaching people with the gospel and apply
them. No greater, or enduring work can be undertaken than that of winning souls for the
Master. This work endures for eternity, for the soul of man cannot be annihilated. The “Son of
man came to seek and save that which was lost” (Lk 19:10). Jesus came to ransom mankind
(Mat 20:28). To become involved in training others how to become Christians is a consecrated
task which will influence the world long after one quits the walks of men.

The New Testament emphasizes the twin requests of Jesus to “come learn of me” and “go
and teach”. The responsibility of teaching Christ and His soul saving gospel cannot be
underestimated. The command to “go” cannot be answered by proxy. The sublime
responsibility to serve God and herald His truth is our own.

An overview of our world and the moral decline reveals the need to hasten to the task of
converting and constraining souls to take the “narrow way”. The quality of work and quantity of



work are two aspects of the same goal. Working well and doing much are mainstays of
Christianity. Christians stay at the task until “He comes”, “faithful unto death”. In order to
succeed the quality precedes quantity. Once the teachings of Jesus are grasped, the faithful
can do in quantity a work of quality. A perfectly functioning work of the local congregation
seeks those willing to learn, using time to cultivate their interest in holy things.

Christians have been called to follow the Lord and His mission. They show the excellencies
of His blessings by displaying how salvation has affected them. Expressing the holy impulse of
the soul is normal. Within the heart of all believers there is a compelling desire to see the
kingdom grow. Of all services rendered in His name none give more personal satisfaction than
winning a soul for Him. It is important that responsibility does not go beyond ability. However,
abilities should keep pace with our years in the kingdom. The church is promised that God can
do exceedingly abundantly above all we ask or think according to the power that works in us
(Eph 3:20). We can do all thing in Christ (Phil 4:13). It is God that worketh in us both His will
and good pleasure (Phil 2:13).

One can be a “fisher of men” for Jesus if the will is there. The power is at our disposal; it is
within our power if we will express it throughly in our lives. The needs are heart-power, head-
power and foot-power. Whether in public or private the unchangeable gospel is like sowing
seeds. It must be broadcast into every heart (Lk 8). The multitude of lost souls increases each
year and the laborers are few. Pray that the “Lord of harvest will send forth reapers” for the
fields are white unto harvest (Mat 9:37, 38).

Essential qualities for a profound effect on society are not physical but mental and moral. To
arouse an interest in another about their lost condition, guiding them to understanding God’s
word and exciting within them the desire for salvation is done by having a good report from
others. Trust in Christians is essential. Their lives must be what they are trying to teach others
to become. The basic character consideration is consistency between faith and conduct or
profession and action. This wields good influence wherein others can have confidence in the
conclusion which you hope they will draw from your teachings. In a busy and active life
sometimes we excuse ourselves from working with individuals on the grounds that what we are
doing is important and we put soul-winning on the back burner. Arriving at the juncture in life
where we have time is almost always the moment time runs out. Preparation must be made to
possess qualities to be effective. An appreciation of personal education, knowledge and skills
are chief in accessing how effective we will be in teaching others. Paramount in teaching
others is loving people. Since love is the means by which one is known as a disciple it is the
easiest attribute for a Christian to display (Jn 13:31-34). Love that is deliberate will fix the
attitude and put the interest of others foremost in the Christian’s mind. There are numbers of
tracts, videos and tools for our use. As 2010 comes the Hope of the world is still Jesus Christ.
Let’s take the Hope to the world and be fishers of men.



FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
There is no greater way we can show our love for God and His Son than to love His Word. 2
John 1:6 says, “... this is love that we walk after his commandments ....” Jesus also said, "If ye
love me, keep my commandments" (John 14:15). God's Word contains all things that man
needs in order to live a life that pleases God. It contains all things necessary to prepare us to
live eternally with God and all the redeemed in heaven. How can we show that we love His
Word?

We show that we love God's Word by accepting it as inspired, rather than the words of
men. Paul declares that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God" (2 Timothy 3:16).
Therefore, when we deny the inspiration of the Scripture, we not only show a lack of honor and
respect for it, but we make God a liar, because His Word says it is inspired.

We show that we love God's Word by obeying what it says. The Hebrew writer describes
God's Word as " ... quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword ...... (Hebrews
4:12). In Hebrews 5:8, 9 we learn that Christ is the author of eternal salvation to everyone who
obeys Him.

We show that we love God's Word when we attend the services of the church. God's
Word teaches us not to forsake the assembling of the saints (Hebrews 10:25) When we fail to
assemble, we violate this command and must make it right in God's sight. If we have the right
attitude toward God's Word, attending services will be a blessing, not an obligation. It will not
be a "Do I have to?" situation. The services will be an opportunity to be inspired to do greater
things in the service of God, and we will look forward to the next service.

We show that we love God's Word when we tell others about it. When we tell others about
God's Word, we are telling the wonderful story of Jesus and His love for sinful man. Through
obedience we have been set free from sin, and as Christians, we enjoy a new life in God's
Son. No greater deed can be done for sinful man than to introduce him to the Savior of the
world, Jesus Christ, and to help him understand the salvation He offers.

We show that we love God's Word as parents when we teach our children to have
proper respect for the Scripture. Parents, God has placed a tremendous responsibility upon
you to bring up your children in the way of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). Let us give our children a
good foundation to build on, so that when they are adults, they will have the proper attitude
toward God, His Word, His church, and going to heaven.

We show that we love God's Word when we are faithful to it. Have you been faithful to
obey every commandment of God? David said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path" (Psalm 119:105). Will you let God's Word be a lamp unto your feet and a light
unto your path? If you have not been faithful to the things mentioned above, why not begin
now to show your love for God and His Word? Kenneth McClain labors for the Lord in
Indianapolis, Indiana.

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And light unto my path. I have sworn, and have confirmed it,
That I will observe thy righteous ordinances. I am afflicted very much: Quicken me, O Jehovah,
according unto thy word. Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill-offerings of my mouth, O



Jehovah, And teach me thine ordinances. My soul is continually in my hand; Yet do I not forget
thy law. The wicked have laid a snare for me; Yet have I not gone astray from thy precepts…”
(Psm 119:105-112).

WALK IN THE TRUTH

“The elder unto Gaius the beloved, whom I love in truth. Beloved, I pray that in all things thou
mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, when
brethren came and bare witness unto thy truth, even as thou walkest in truth. Greater joy have
I none than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. Beloved, thou doest a faithful work
in whatsoever thou doest toward them that are brethren and strangers withal; who bare
witness to thy love before the church: whom thou wilt do well to set forward on their journey
worthily of God: because that for the sake of the Name they went forth, taking nothing of the
Gentiles. We therefore ought to welcome such, that we may be fellow-workers for the truth” (3
Jn 1-7).

Walking in the truth is foundational to the New Testament. Jesus told His disciples they would
know the truth and the truth would set them free (Jn 8:32). Truth is the sense of what is real,
right, ideal, genuine and is used to distinguish reality from the fake. The name of God means
that He is distinguished from the no-gods because He is true and faithful. His utterances are
habitually exact and can be trusted. God cannot lie (Heb 6:13-20). His judgments are always
accurate and faithful (Jn 8:16). His ways lead His followers into the truth (Rev 15:3). His words
teach lawfulness, righteousness, purity and the hearer finds the true, genuine and sincere
things of life within them. God’s words are the absolute essence of truth. His words are
indicative of what ethically must be practiced by a Christian. The scope of truth embodies and
expresses that integrity of character is formed by walking in the truth.

A foundational concept of truth is holiness. God’s standard for man is to be like He is in all
manner of living (1 Pet 1:14-18). Children of God free themselves from sin by putting sin to
death (Col 3:5-7). Truth has the scope of verifying that one’s actions are in accord with the
divine requirements. God made a covenant with the faithful that they could draw near in
boldness to His throne because of the blood of Jesus wherein they would find a new and living
way. The truth which is in the heart of a believer develops their faith (Heb 10:19-25).
Consideration of others is fundamental to the truth (Gal 6:1-10).

Throughout the Bible there are examples of those who chose to follow the path of truth. David,
king of Israel, walked in truth and his children were to be guided by truth as they ruled the
nation of Israel. Samuel warned David and his children that God would honor those who
honored Him and despise those who despised Him (1 Sam 2:18-20). God has always
expected His people to seek holiness and embrace the priceless values of truth.

The New Testament places truth as the most valued item that a Christian can know and
practice. If one is to have fellowship with God they must walk in the light, not lie and be truthful
(1Jn 1:5-10). Contrasted in 3 John is the lives of Diotrephes and Demetrius. They both were
engaged in weekly worship but Diotrephes sought the “preeminence” and spread “malicious
words”. Demetrius was a man of good report and of the truth. John defines the words of



Diotrephes as prating, and wicked. Such is not of the truth. Demetrius had the witness of all
that he was of the truth.

Historically the Bible has taught “Love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his
commandments and his statutes and his judgments…and the Lord thy God shall bless thee”
(Deut 30:16). Walk in the truth and you will be free.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, January 10, 2010

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Sunday, January 17, 2010

Front foyer: Nancy Pond; Roberta Price

Back foyer: Jamie & Megan Little

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will be suspended until January 12, 2010.

NEW BIBLE STUDY
Beginning in January, Jerry McKey will begin a new Bible study in the Jr. Auditorium of 1&2
Kings and 1&2 Chronicles.

NEW BOOKLETS
Be sure to pick up a copy of the new Spiritual Sword and Gospel Minutes from either foyer.

LECTURESHIPS
Brown Trail is hosting “Gleaning from Gospel Accounts” on January 10-13, 2010; Shenandoah
in San Antonio is hosting “Everlasting Priesthood: February 12-15. The Church of Christ at



Rowlett will host “Strengthening Your Marriage” on Tuesday evenings January 6 through
February 23. See the board in the back foyer for more details.

CONGRATULATIONS
Carolene Vilasini (missionary Ivy Paul’s granddaughter) was married on Monday, December
28, 2009 in India.

THANK YOU
Thank you to the Ladies’ Bible class for the wonderful goodie bag and to Nancy Pond &
Beverly Sweat for bringing it to me. Love, Erma Lee Baker.

I truly appreciate your calls, visits, & concerns for me during the last few weeks. I covet your
continued prayers for my health; our God is good. Much love to all, Letitia.

We thank all of you for the wonderful sack of ‘goodies’; they are always a surprise & a delight.
Happy Holidays, Elsie Nannie & daughter Linda.

I want to thank all the sweet ladies in the Ladies’ Bible class for the big bag of goodies that
was delivered to my house. You are the best; I love you all, Carol Partridge.

WITH REGRET
We are sad to announce that Ty & Samantha Harvey have made a decision to leave Belt Line
& attend the Keller Church of Christ due to the long distance they’ve travelled to be with us.
We wish them God’s speed!

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Melvin Armstrong is ill at home with a cold.

∙Ilene Ashworth has been ill at home with an upper respiratory infection.

∙Jerry Baker had a reaction to some medications.

∙Letitia Beverly is out of the hospital & doing better.

∙BC & Grady Fowler are ill at home.

∙Francis Seidmeyer is now under hospice care at Arlington Memorial Hospital.

∙Leo Townsend underwent a cat scan last Monday.

∙Mary DiPalma (missionary in India) suffers with severe allergies & will rest in Australia for the
next three months.

∙Ralph Testerman (friend of the Garrisons) has many health problems & requests prayers.

∙Mrs. Vaughn (former member Ron Baker’s mother-in-law) suffered a massive stroke.

∙Bob Winn (Roberta Price’s brother) has been diagnosed with cancer.

Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Evelyn Armstrong, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances
LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Elsie Nanney, Everett Newton, Tom & Billie Prince, Roy Thomas, Joy
Webb, Thomas West, the Wolfe’s, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Judy Bowman (Nancy
Pond’s sister-in-law), Linda Lind (Marcella Porter’s sister).



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· January 6: Shenandoah Lectureship
· January 10: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· January 10: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· January 10: Brown Trail Lectureship

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
 Purman Cofer  JC Ross  Henry Seidmeyer
 Jerry Baker  Robert Taylor  Jerry Baker
 Dorris Walker  Virgil LaFerney
 Marvin Brown  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Garrison  Derrol Allen  Stan Selby
 Bill Matthews  Roy Martin James 1:5-8
 Rob Farmer
 John Mayer

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Bill Matthews
 Jerry McKey

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Nathan Allen

Acts 1:6-11

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Glen Kelly
 Thomas Rathbun

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Darrell Allen

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 101 88 88 125
A.M. Worship 154 133 133 210
P.M. Worship 74 80 80 112
Wed. Class 52 77 77 110
Ladies Bible Class - - - 35
Contribution $4567 $6603 $6603 $5474



MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


