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All Are Amenable To The Law Of Christ

Don Hatch

Ethics without God is like religion without
following God’s plan. There is one God, we
live and move and have our being in Him (Acts
17:22-28). If there is a God everything is not
permitted. There are requirements for mankind.
There are better and worse. Nazism was worse
because it sought to stamp out vestiges of
moral and religious fiber in the world.

There is a repudiation of irreligious actions
and those who alter Christianity. We can and
must know Jehovah God (Psm 19:1; Rom
1:18-22). We can know that the Bible is God’s
word and our sole guide to all practices and
that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Master. Jesus
Christ, as the Son of God, has all authority in
heaven and on earth (Mat 28:18-20). We can
know what to do to be saved, worship and the
soul’s final destination which is established
while living upon this earth. God’s word is a
guide unto our path that we might know the
standards for man. Man is not left to his own
recognizance and choices in matters of ethics,
religion and worship. God’s truth is absolute. It
is neither changeable nor modified to suit any
current circumstance, likes or dislikes of
mankind. Man is the creature not the Creator.

All people are amenable to the law of Christ.
This is a precise statement which has many
ramifications when religious people reject what
is clearly stated by God in logical terms. A
double-minded man is unstable in all his ways
(Jas 1:8). It is an absurdity when a
congregation cannot determine God’s pattern
for worship. Double-mindedness will have
multiple types of worship in a single
congregation, thus duplicity and instability
[traditional & contemporary]. A divided
congregation is not a congregation.
Congregations are religious organizations in
which common vows are taken in order to
assure unity of practice and belief. “The
thought of foolishness is sin…” (Prov 24:9).
Knowledge of how to accomplish God’s will
and the ability to perform it is equal to sin
when His will is neglected (Jas 4:17). Sin is a
transgression of law! Violating what we know
to be right is sin! Lawlessness is the
transgression of God’s law and constitutes sin
in the sight of the Almighty. Situational ethics
are concerned with “new morality”. Situational
ethics claim that there are good reasons to hold

to God’s commandments ordinarily. They also hold
that there are times when God’s commandments just
won’t work and other measures must be adopted. They
make the law of God subservient to men. This thinking
has become more and more popular. They claim that
there are situations where it is better advised to consider
alternative principles. They absolutely maintain that
there cannot be ultimately any absolute right or wrong.

The true cost of being a Child of God is precious. The
willingness of a child of God to surrender to God,
denying what must certainly be maintained as that
which is owed him will be looked upon by the world as
foolishness. Gaining a self-controlled or disciplined
life is to face the things to come with resolution
knowing that Satan may win a battle but the war has
already been decided at Calvary. Each must be willing
to pay the price. Patience is accomplished only by
waiting on the Lord. Each must realize that patience is
the effort and struggle to gain a disciplined life in order
to strengthen character and to balance life when they
fall short from time to time. Walking in the light as He
is in the light and allowing the blood of Jesus, the Son
of God, to cleanse us from all sin is the spiritual process
for self-discipline (1 Jn 1:5-10). Persistence is
applying truths learned in everything that will be done.
Growing is so that one’s life, that he or she will apply,
will be exercised to distinguish good and evil by the
senses of a discerning heart (Heb 5:12-14).

Profanity, swearing and using the name of God in
vain is an awful vice practiced by all classes of
mankind. It is the loathsome performance drawing
mankind directly into sin. The striking thing about
using God’s name in vain is that it shows the small
esteem with which it is held. The name of God stands
for God, all that He is. Out of the same mouth cannot
come blessings and cursings (Jas 3:10). Profanity and
misuse of sacred things is irreverent and
blasphemous. Flippant and contemptuous speech
manifests what is in the heart. It is of serious
consequence that many allow phrases and words to
creep into their heart and language which are
disrespectful of holy things and God. That which is
holy must not become a thing of jest or interjections in
conversation. Using euphemisms [substituting words
seemingly less offensive or objectionable] have become
by-words which are used to diminish the shocking use
of holy names. It is important that we have a clear
concept of the origin of by-words and avoid all which
border on the profane. Many who would not think of
cursing use by-words which are closely akin to
profanity. “Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your
mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may
be, that it may give grace to them that hear (Eph 4:29).

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

This past week was a real blessing for us at Belt Line. Our
thirteenth (13th) Ladies Half Day was a total success. Only
because so many of you worked very hard making it one of
the BEST EVER! Our speaker, Sister Fay Yeldell did an
outstanding job. Any time you can garner one hundred
participants together, and teach them the pure Gospel for two
and one half hours you've achieved success. That is what
happened at Belt Line April 26th, 2014.

We must teach the Gospel as it is written... (Rev. 22:18-19)
"For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God
will add to him the plagues that are written in the book. And if
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life,
from the holy city, and from things which are written in this
book".

In our troubled society today we see a continued drifting away
from God’s Word and searching for something man has
written. In fact the Bible is being regarded as something man
has written by man's own thinking without any special
direction. Therefore, other writings by man is acceptable, and
being practiced even by our own brethren.

The ultimate author of every word in the Bible is the Holy
Spirit. The setting forth of the will of God in both the Old and
New Testaments was accomplished as "men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Spirit." (II Pet. 1:21). It is our
responsibility to acknowledge the Authority of this Book of
writings, and to receive it" not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth, the word of God, which also worketh in you that
believe." (I Thess. 2:13).

But yes, the fact remains that this inspired, complete and
authoritative revelation of truth was delivered to us through
men. These men were so controlled by the Spirit of God that
they could not destroy or mar the message being given
through them. Their very words were chosen by the Holy
Spirit and not by themselves. (I Cor. 2:12-16).

The Bible is the All-Sufficient Word of God. The Psalmist
said, "Forever, 0 Lord thy word is settled in heaven (Ps.
119:89). Isaiah wrote, "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth,
but he word of God shall stand forever (Isa. 40:8). Jesus said,
'Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away' (Matt. 24:25). The word of God liveth and abideth
forever (I Pet. 1:25). God hath given unto us ALL things that
pertain unto life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). Therefore, we are
not to add to or take from God's Word.

Remember our sick and shut-ins in every public and private
prayer. Dean Webb
“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to
everlasting, thou art God. Thou turnest man to destruction,
And sayest, Return, ye children of men. For a thousand years
in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch
in the night. Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are
as a sleep: In the morning they are like grass which groweth
up…Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast

afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil (Psm
90:1-17).

Attitude Towards Singing

Some have displayed a fallacious attitude towards singing
by what they have said: “… it is a matter of tradition, it is
always done and should be given little importance”, “…it is
only a prelude to the Lord’s Supper”, “…it is a trivial matter
of no serious concern”, and “… it is but divine amusement
…or aesthetic expression”.

None of these mentioned are in harmony with the
scriptures. Singing in a congregation is a means of expressing
love and devotion to God as well as to fellow-worshipers.
Ideally music is a function of New Testament Christianity. A
strong and clear awareness of the worshiper demonstrates a
desire to be in compliance with New Testament teachings.

At the heart of worship is the consciousness of man’s
religious nature. We must have a sense of being in the
presence of Divinity. A concern must be felt for wanting to be
righteous and holy for the exaltation of the Almighty and
Eternal God. Accompanying this will be the feeling of
humility and a will to be in accordance with the New
Testament teachings. The church must will to have a spirit of
adoration and reverence coupled with assurance that what
they are doing is acceptable to the Holy One.

To aid each soul in becoming more sincerely involved in
worship it should be taught and understood that each is
personally presenting adoration to our Maker. Singing
becomes an expression and impression upon the well being of
the soul. Each faithful word enhances the welfare of the soul.
The words sung come, as does all adoration for God, from the
heart (Ephesians 5:15-21; Colossians 3:12-17). When the soul
is centered on the exaltation of the Eternal Creator and
Sustainer there is a strengthening which takes place.
Expressing our souls need in joy or sorrow is wonderfully
serene and comforting. The person who sings to God through
Christ demonstrates dependence. While it is personal there is
also the impression made upon others as we sing.

Singing one to another always benefits those who are
present in the worship assembly. There are generally some
present who are joyful and others who have sorrow or
concerns. Singing will be a stimulus for each of these needs.
There will be found in the song service a solemn and uplifting
comfort by knowing that others are aware of our needs and
are asking for benefits to be poured out from our Heavenly
Father. The peace of Christ ruling our hearts is manifested
where songs are sung to create awareness for renewal of
fidelity to the Lord. The joy, comfort, aspiration and
earnestness of the brethren in worship expresses to others that
each can overcome by reliance upon the Lord.

Vocal music is a class, which is the most natural, that must be
considered to have existed before others. The Christian rule
requires an expression used both for personal and
congregational edification. Vocal music is incomparable in
sweetness and effect of sound produced by the most exquisite
implement known to mankind. The artificial sound of an
instrument of music is at the heart of man being performed for
rather than worshiping God.

Christianity is principally and preeminently a religion of
faith. Fixing this firmly in our mind will develop a proper
understanding and appreciation of God. It is vital to an
understanding of all acceptable service to God. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

May 11, 2014
Front foyer: Bobby & Brenda

England
Back foyer: Nancy Pond & Myrtle

Wade

May 18, 2014
Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn
Renfro
Back foyer: Don & Anne Herriage

*****************

Sermon Titles

May 11, 2014
a.m: “Lord Save”
Scripture: Matthew 11:20-24
p.m: “When Weakness Receives

Help”
Scripture: 2 Cor. 12:7-13

May 18, 2014
a.m: “A Prophet”
Scripture: Deuteronomy 18:18-19
p.m: “Be Strong
Scripture: Joshua 1:5-10

*****************
Contribution Counters For

May

John Mayer & Thomas Rathbun

****************
Communion Preparation For

May

Mary Wise & Donna Davis

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, Joann
Hatch, Frances LaFerney, Mike
Garrison, Tom Prince, *Tom
Head

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Marietta Houser,
Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
*Tom Head is now home from
the hospital and still not feeling
well.

There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Fauna Garrett – Emerall Hills

Rehab Center
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft
Hank Henry – Ashford Hall

Jane Easter is at Northgate Plaza
in room #105. She will be there
for a few weeks for rehab.

Hospital:
J.C. Ross is still in Baylor, Irving
room #584. He had a stroke and
is there doing rehab.

Upcoming procedures:
Polly Roses has an appointment
on Tuesday with a heart surgeon.
They are to determine the best
way to correct the leakage of her
mitral heart valve. She has asked
for prayers that the right decision
will be made and all will go well.

Other Requests:
Lotah Franklin has requested
prayers on behalf of her childhood

friend Shirley Parker. Shirley
has just recently finished chemo
for cancer and now has the
shingles.

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

****************
CHRIST’S HAVEN

Grocery bags with lists attached
are available in both foyers for
Christ’s Haven. The bags will be
picked up on Tuesday, June 10th.

*****************
CAMP DATES 2014

Junior Campers – June 29th – July 3rd

Senior Campers – July 20th – July 25th

See Jerry McKey, Don Hatch or
church office for registration
forms. Please return forms to us
by May 11th. We will return all
the forms together to the camp.

**************
NEW ARRIVAL

Jeanene Heilman has a new
granddaughter. Holly Rose Matty
was born on April 29th, weighing
in at 5 lbs. 9 oz. and 18.5 inches
long.

**************
NEW ADDRESS

Walter Max Melton’s new
address: 2930 W. Pioneer Drive
Apt. #325 – Irving, Texas 75061

**************
UP COMING EVENTS

Wednesday Night Summer
Series will begin on June 4th with
Willie Alvarenga as the speaker.

Teen Tuesday Night Summer
Series will begin June 10th at
Bridgewood Church of Christ.



5/11/14 – Turn in camp applications

5/19/14 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

MAY BIRTHDAY’S

Vicki Catlin – 5/1
Cindy Vaughn – 5/2
Jeremy Hardegree – 5/7
Curtis Vaughan – 5/11
Kassie Price – 5/13
Kati Mimms – 5/13
Bobby Garrett – 5/14
Jerry McKey – 5/14
Janice Daniel – 5/16
Bill Paschall – 5/19
Samantha Howard – 5/20
Myrtle Wade – 5/21
Margaret Lewis – 5/27
Polly Roses – 5/30
Toby Howard – 5/31

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Bobby & Tiffany Garrett – 5/6
Hank & Becky Henry – 5/7
Don & Anne Herriage – 5/18
Don & Joann Hatch – 5/19
Dean & Joy Webb – 5/23
J.C. & Dessie Ross – 5/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 5/11/14 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
 Scot Allen . Bill Paschall  Bill Matthews
 Glen Kelly  Curtis Vaughan  Jerry Baker
 Bobby England  Ethan Howard
 Dorris Walker  Robert Taylor A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Robert Ruckman  Thomas Rathbun
 Don Herriage Matthew 11:20-24

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Richard Renfro

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Clifford Yeldell
 Nathan Allen
 Henry Seidmeyer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Bill Paschall
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS 2 Cor. 12:7-13
 Mike Batot

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry McKey  Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 65 72 68 100
A.M. Worship 113 104 118 150
P.M. Worship 70 63 65 80
Wed. Class 78 65 67 85
Contribution $4089 $6407 $5052 $5331
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Haiti – Printing
Glen Tattersall - Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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