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An Urgent Desire For Good
Don Hatch

The meaning of the law of coveting will be
found in the meaning of covet. Covet is a two
sided word. One side is evil and the other is
good. The scriptures say, “covetousness is
idolatry” and also says “covet earnestly the
best things”. Hence, within the way it is used
we find the disposition has both vile and holy
objectives upon which it attaches itself.

The tenth commandment formulates and
describes an attempt to have someone’s
possessions in an unlawful way. Coveting is an
undertaking to gain the goods or possessions of
another whether through thievery or a kind of
dishonest intrigue which stands condemned.
The “possessions” can include an individual’s
home, primary dwelling or a wider means
where the sum of an individual’s reputation is
so tainted and his family so ruined that in
society he loses his “house”. The house can
include everything in a house. The impulse and
action has a sinful intention including
malpractice of seizing for oneself what belongs
to another. Jesus calls it “defrauding” (Mk
10:19). The law prescribed universal justice
toward a neighbor. Covetousness from the
vantage point of evil seeks to deprive the
neighbor of anything. It is not only an outward
deed, but can be an inward thought and desire
springing from an intolerable lust. In this
command covetousness is placed as a
forbidden practice which is intensely marked
out as condemned. The commandment is
broken wherein there is depriving of another
by clandestine means. Breaking this
commandment by ingratiating oneself into the
affection of another and alienating the affection
felt in the marriage is an act of covetousness.

A covetous person steals from another to gain
a reputation. It could be as small as saying that
one teacher is better than another (1 Cor 1:12).
The attack on or besetting the other is a vile
deed and the reputation of the latter has been
coveted producing sin. Such an attack is base.
To steal a good name is to rob another of
something that will not enrich the thief. To
defraud, coerce, deceive or abuse by lawless
means, implementation of an alienation of
affections is to abolish the rule of law.
Misappropriation by fraud or deceit is a clear-
cut case of lawlessness. David’s act against
Uriah was clearly illegal. Ordering Uriah to be

placed in the forefront of the battle and the order given
for a withdrawal insuring his death was a conspiracy to
kill. Modern Western laws have been written to limit
such fraudulent actions of conspiring through illegal
means the covetous seizure of another’s possessions.
Instead of being an indistinguishable adjunct to law it
has become basic to it.

In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus applied parts of the
law which defined how the hearts of individuals must
guide actions which follow the thought and intent. To
hate a brother and look upon a woman with lust are
offences which God will judge. The courts will only be
able to judge the actions which ensue from these
feelings. Laws must be avoided which are used to break
the law of God. Contracts written to defraud the
creditor have become tools to take advantage of the
unwise. The “fine print,” as it is called, has become a
world of law unto its self with liability waivers,
contingencies, written notification and preexisting
conditions. Both parties in contracts must be guarded.
Traps and pitfalls should not be a part of contractual
agreements. The tenth commandment forbids dishonest
use of the law to defraud a neighbor.

When a society slides into the allowance of dishonest
practices by citizens, leaders or courts it is lawless and
anti-God, inescapably fashioned into a civil society
with increasing covetous ways. The court, legal system
and judges cannot maintain order when the people are
delinquent and degenerate. If the leaders, courts, judges
and lawyers are part of the deep moral cleavage
revolutionist find fertile grounds for the practice of evil.
Revolutionists crave change and the principles of
radicalism vex conservatism leading others to subscribe
to all ill advised social impurities. Moral separation
cannot be bridged by revolutionists but only by the
regeneration Christ offers. The instrument of
regeneration is the word of God properly applied to all.
A society established on immoral principle cannot
forbid dishonesty or defrauding of a neighbor.
Lawlessness is anti-God and all principles found within
such a society will inexorably increase into moral
decay. Evading the implementation of moral statutes is
like trying to avoid an obstacle shrouded by darkness.
The curse is not invoking sound moral principle but the
disallowing and denial of them. Any form of social
order which takes from one group to give to another has
not reckoned with the law of covetousness. Making
laws to seize what is lawfully another’s because one
covets what has been earned or received by investment
is a serious destruction of society. The rule of law is to
protect an honest person from unlawful seizure.
“Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law”
[Lyric from America The Beautiful, K. Bates].
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Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
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Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

It has been said that forgiveness is a prerequisite to the
abundant life. We all want to be forgiven if we do
something wrong. As children we learn this very early in
life. Forgiveness is a beautiful thing. I would like to share
some additional thoughts about forgiveness as we journey
through life.

Forgiveness is one thing we cannot receive unless we are
willing to give it to others. “ . . .bearing with one another,
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do”
Col. 3:13. We must learn to forgive because Christ did
forgive us. This is our ultimate example we have to follow,
Jesus Christ. We must learn to give it to others as Christ gave
it to us.

Forgiveness that forgets enables one to put behind him all
wrongs he has suffered from others and thus find a new life.
This was true of Joseph who suffered the meanest treacheries
and cruelest injustices at the hands of envious brothers who
sold him into slavery. They sold only his body—they could
not sell his spirit. Joseph found the abundant life in
forgiveness and forgetfulness; and it can never be found apart
from this Christ-like bigness of heart.

Forgiveness is a matter of mercy rather than justice. A
mother who knew this sought the pardon of her son from
Napoleon. The emperor said it was his second offense, and
justice demanded his death. The mother replied, “I don’t
ask for justice; I plead for mercy.” “But,” said the
emperor, “he does not deserve mercy.” The mother cried,
“Sir, it would not be mercy, if he deserved it, and mercy is
all I ask for.” “Well, then,” said Napoleon, “I will have
mercy and pardon your son.” And he did.

We, too, need mercy—not justice—and, hence, we cry out,
“Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving
kindness; according to the multitude of Your tender mercies,
blot out my transgressions Psa. 51:1. In our effort to develop
bigness of character, let us not forget that God “shall execute
judgment without mercy, to those that hath shown no mercy”
James 2:13.

May we be a forgiving and merciful people and never forget
how to forgive others. Jerry McKey

******************
God considered "merciful and graciousness" a part of nation
building (Psm 103:8). Emphasis on mercy appears throughout
the New Testament. The Beatitude expresses it "Blessed are
the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy" (Mat 7:7). Christ
parables like the prodigal son express it (Lk 15:`11-32). Jesus
described fatherly mercy as "a generous gift". Paul displays
mercy (Eph 2:4). God’s mercy is a term of salvation, "God,
being rich in mercy ...even when we were dead through our
sins, made us alive together with Christ". Psalm 117 calls
upon all nations to praise the Lord, on account of his
"merciful kindness". Mercy is manifested by the Apostle Paul
in Romans 15:11 to show that God has now fulfilled this
prophecy and promise through Jesus Christ, who has been
merciful in giving his life as a sacrifice for his people, both
Jew and Gentile.

Allegiance Of Faith

God’s requiring of mankind to test themselves and see if they
are loyal in order to enjoy the conditions of salvation (1
Corinthians 10:1-13; 2 Corinthians 13:5). On page after page
the Bible defines precepts that must be obeyed. Adam was to
abstain from the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good
and evil as a condition of life in the Garden of Eden.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Israel were given conditions to be
met in order to obtain the promises (Hebrews 11). Christ
offers his followers rest preconditioned by taking His yoke,
laboring and continuance in learning of him (Matthew 11:28-
30; 28:18-20).
Conditions of Enjoyment: The conditions for enjoyment of
God’s promises and blessings can be learned only in the
Bible. It is by revelation that God made sin-laden mankind
know of salvation. All other sources like philosophy, nature or
human wisdom are as empty and silent on salvation and
obedience as a grave. Hence, we must look in the Holy Writ
to find terms and perimeters for life and immortality that were
brought to light (2 Timothy 1:10). Yet, throughout the Bible
there is an immutable boundary of faith that depends on a
moral rightness of man to sustain a relationship with God.
Hence, faith is a required condition and means to enter into
salvation (Hebrews 11:6). Faith must exist before any
enjoyment of the fullness of salvation. Therefore, the
scriptures call it “obedience of faith” (Romans 1:5; 16:26).
God never required the impossible. If He requires man to
behold the glory of His firmament or nature, He has given
senses to comply with this mandate. If we are to acquire faith
in God He has furnished us the necessary tools to accomplish
this task.
Attempt to Reform: Every successful attempt to reform must
start with hearing what God has required and leaning not upon
our own understanding (Proverbs 3:5; Romans 10:1-15, 16-
21). Therefore, God provided testimony from numerous
sources to affirm the message of faith to be heard. These
include nature, invisible things, miracles and witnesses that
were irrefutable in the time of their testimony (Romans 1:18-
23; Hebrews 2:1-5; Acts 1:6-12; 2:1-47; 1 Corinthians 15:1-
11). Thus, faith established in the individual must be
nourished until its small plant is budding and bearing fruit
(Galatians 5: 22-24; Ephesians 3:14-19). It is not mere reading
of the word that is essential for perfection in righteousness.
But also taking care with logical perceptions coupled with
belief in the integrity of the scriptures causing the heart to
believe unto righteousness (Romans 3:22). The mind is the
seat of memory with imagination, while reason and the heart
is the seat of emotions and affections coupled with desires.
Thus, man as a complete being is to learn to love God with all
his heart, soul and mind (Matthew 22:34). This is totally in
harmony with God’s plan to teach man of redemption and the
labors that must follow (Ephesians 2:1-10). When the heart
feels no allegiance to carnal vices and the mind is
intellectually influenced to obey God, there is control of all
facilities of the being, which can be directed by God. It is
necessary to change our circumstance to place us under the
divine influence through the word. Our personal reasoning
helps us adapt to God’s will and adopt His manner of life. It is
then we are able to evaluate our allegiance to “The Faith”
(Jude 3; Romans 4:12-16; 16:26; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 2
Corinthians 13:5; Philippians 1:27). Faith is the conduit to the
future. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

March 23, 2014
Front foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews
Back foyer: Glen Kelly & Fay
Yeldell

March 30, 2014
Front foyer: Thomas Rathbun &
Carol Swinney
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda
England

*****************

Sermon Titles

March 23, 2014
a.m: “Great Physician”
Scripture: Matthew 15:29-31
p.m: “Transfiguration”
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-7

March 30, 2014
a.m: “I Was Afraid”
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-19
p.m: “Fifth Sunday Singing”
Scripture:

*****************
Contribution Counters For

March

Bobby England & Mike Garrison

****************
Communion Preparation For

March

Dale & Katherine Cox

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST

Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter,
Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
*Tom Head, Bill Matthews

Homebound Members:
Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney, Roy
& Helen Thomas, Mary Walker,
Marietta Houser, Gearldean
Jones

Recovering at Home:
. Faye West is not feeling well as
she is still having trouble with her
blood pressure.
. Mike Batot is ill at home.
. Alice Worthy is ill at home.

There are many others who are
suffering with various illnesses.
Please keep them in your daily
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Billie Myers – Northgate Plaza
Fauna Garrett – Emerall Hills

Rehab Center
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Hospital: none at the present time

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Other Requests:
Yosandy, the three year old

daughter of Rosemond Dalmeus
our Mission Printing coordinator
in Haiti is now home from the
hospital and is doing well. Thank
you for your continued prayers.

****************
LADIES

The Ladies Bible Class will meet
on Tuesday, March 18th at 10
a.m. in the annex. The lesson will
be “The Wedding Garments”.

Ladies if you would like to help
prepare the 10 gift bags we give
away for Ladies ½ Day, please try
to have any items to be used here
at the building or see Joann Hatch
by March 31st.

*****************
TEENS

The next teen devotional will be at
the home of Brandon and
Stephanie Howard on April 13th

after Sunday evening services.

The teen workday is set for
Saturday April 19th. Those
needing work done please contact
John Mayer or Darrell Allen.

*****************
CAMP DATES 2014

Junior Campers – June 29th – July 3rd

Senior Campers – July 20th – July 25th

*****************
GOSPEL MEETING & SINGING
Northwest church of Christ, 6059
Azle Ave. Fort Worth will have their
annual meeting on April 4-6.
Preachers J.J. Hendrix and Jeff
Jenkins will preach on “The
Christian Life.” Further information
is on the bulletin board.

*****************
THANK YOU

To our Beltline Family,
Thank you so much for your prayers,
cards, phone calls, food, visits, the
many kind words of sympathy and
also the beautiful plant you gave us
during our loss of Ronnie. What do
people do without a Church Family
like Beltline? We appreciate you so
much. God Bless you all.

Dessie & Jay Ross

There is also a Thank You note on
the back bulletin board from Ilene
Ashworth.



3/17/14 – 39’ers – 6:30 p.m.

3/25/14 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S

Kenny Mayer – 3/2
B.C. Fowler – 3/6
Xavier Kaiser – 3/6
Don Overturf * – 3/7
James Gilliam – 3/7
Vicky Askins – 3/8
Tiffany Dawson – 3/9
Dana Hodgkins – 3/11
Jerry Baker – 3/18
Kay Overturf – 3/19
Kelly Allen – 3/24
Carol Swinney – 3/25
Pansey Yankey – 3/30

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Don* & Kay Overturf – 3/12
Grady & B.C. Fowler – 3/17
Jerry & Beverly McKey – 3/24
Gary & Nadya Workman – 3/29

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 3/23/14 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
Dale Cox Curtis Vaughan  John Mayer
Scot Allen Thomas Rathbun  Ken Lee
Mike Garrison Don Herriage
Robert Ruckman J.C. Ross A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer  Henry Seidmeyer
Bill Paschall Matthew 15:29-31

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Dean Webb

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Dale Cox
 Bill Matthews
 John Mayer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Bill Paschall
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Matthew 17:1-7
 Bill Paschall

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker  Jerry McKey

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 66 62 70 100
A.M. Worship 99 114 120 150
P.M. Worship 66 58 65 80
Wed. Class 68 70 66 85
Contribution $4450 $4948 $5055 $5331
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Haiti – Printing
Glen Tattersall - Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Roy Conner – Brown Trail Preaching Student
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
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