
March 9, 2009

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

March 15 , 2009
a.m. “Where Jesus Delights to Dwell”

Scripture: John 14:18-24

p.m. “She Hath Done What She Could”
Scripture: Mark 14:3-9

Immortality
Don Hatch

Man is the only creature on earth that has a hope in the abstract. He alone has a reason for
immortality. Past experiences teach us to reason. Only man has the facilities to reason and
anticipate. Last winter’s snow, the summer heat, drought, rain and sundry events cause
mankind to bend his back in harvest, building a house, establishing a refuge for the future. The
cycles of events are powerful reasons to believe in reoccurring events. Animals cannot reason
like man. Birds build nests for a season, never against future weather. Their building is by
instinct where man builds by design. Birds build by patterns which are never deviated from.
Man does not conform to rigid demands of instinct. Once we see a sparrow, hummingbird or
an eagle’s nest we know immediately who the builder was. In contrast man exercises reason
and ingenuity with a variety of architectural types and tastes. Not only is past experience a
door to the future man can also reason from cause and effect. Man can determine that fire will
burn and destroy. An ape has highly developed skills and might be taught to light a fire. Would
he be aware of where to place the fire for heat and cooking purposes or would he burn the
house down around himself? Man reasons, foresees the ultimate effects and confines fire to a
safe place when he needs it.

Cause and effect are normally observed by man. A strange light in the Northern sky
glowing is momentarily watched by an animal. Man observes it and after some time names it
Aurora Borealis, unlocking the mystery of it by reasoning. A planetary motion is observed, a
solar system emerges. Finding the myriad of planetary orders and how they orbit in a certain
order guides the intelligence of man to use them to his advantage. It is reasonable for man to
conceive he did not cause this effect. Therefore there must be a cause greater than man to set
such an effect in order. “…because that which may be known of God is manifested in them: for
God is manifest in them; for God hath shown it unto them. For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Rom 1:18-20). “The
heavens declare the glory of God” (Psm 19:1). The conclusion to reason is that there is a
higher authority than human. Reason is not infallible. God’s word is infallible. Revelation has
been made available to man instructing him to seek to serve such a God as the Creator.



Because there is an eternal God, Creator, Sustainer and Almighty reason compels man to
consider what He says about life now and that which is to come. Reason considers that
2,700,000,000 miles from earth is the edge of the universe and beyond that what is there? The
eternal abode of God.

Man knew after much reasoning that there were elements in the sphere of physics. The
complex structure of the universe is purely a mathematical arrangement of physical elements.
Long before the atom was discovered and the super-microscope man was convinced that
these elements existed. Because of certain reactions in light rays in the spectroscope
scientists concluded there must be elements unknown to man. From 1923 to 1945 23 unknown
were discovered. By 2005 the count was 118 with 93 occurring naturally on earth. The 26 not
found on earth are derived artificially by synthesis and found in the universe. The reasoning of
man demanded to seek that which was unknown because there was reason to believe it
existed. Reasoning also establishes that there is a state of immortality.

Everything living serves its purpose. At death its purpose is fulfilled. The exception is man.
No man has fulfilled his purposes by time or death, unless we are crass enough to believe man
is to feed the worm. There must be a purpose for man to live. Reason demands that if man has
not fulfilled his purpose while living, in death he must have a continuing state wherein his
purpose is fulfilled. Why be educated if it only lasts until death. Do we graduate to nothing? In
all races there is a hope of immortality. There are the customs of burying others to await the
life after death.

Every yearning of man is capable of being fulfilled or satisfied. All separate longings such
as flight, sailing the seas, going to the moon and back were achieved. Reason concludes a
universal craving to know “…if I die, shall I live again” (Job 14:14). The comforting words of
God are “the dead are not dead; they are still alive” (Matt 22:29-33). All evidence about the life,
work, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ proves that there is a place for the
departed spirit to live. There is no empirical evidence like a photograph. Yet, there is far more
reliable evidence. There is no more credible book in the possession of man than the Bible. The
Bible declares the supernatural world, complex and real. The scriptures state that there is a
supernatural world of created beings living separated from time, space and matter. Glimpses
of this world have been manifested. The Bible’s uncompromising teaching of its existence is
seen in the Old and New Testament where individuals were dead and lived again. Moreover,
the Lord pledged this realm. The reality is that there are two destinations for the soul, heaven
and hell. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was vouched safe by over 500 witnesses and God (1
Cor 15:1-5; Rom 1:1-5). It is reasonable to believe in life after death. Claiming no evidence of
any life after death is unsatisfactory. Jesus Christ is our proof of immortality. He lives!

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
Personal accountability! What do we mean by this? There are many people in this world that
do not realize that they are accountable for the things that they do. There are those people
who live life on “the edge.” We are all going to be held accountable for the things we say and
do while on this earth. We can rationalize in our minds that no one knows about what I have
done, but God does! We are all going to be accountable for our actions in the judgment day.
We are going to be accountable to God. In Rom. 14:12 we are told this in the simplest of



terms, “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.” This should scare some
people, as they will not be able to blame someone else for their actions.

The Bible also informs us of some things we are accountable for. We are going to be
accountable for those things that we say. “But I say to you that for every idle word men may
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment” Matt. 12:36. We will also be
accountable for those things that we do. “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad” 2 Cor. 5:10. We will also be held accountable for those possessions that
we put before giving to the Lord and the cause of the Gospel, 2 Corinthians 9:6-8. We will be
held accountable for those sins that we commit in our hearts, and minds.
“But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” Matt. 5:28. We will be charged in that day of judgment for not doing what
we know is right.
“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin” James 4:17.

Yes personal accountability should scare us. We know that we need to be careful in what we
say and do and think. Let us take a personal inventory of our lives and turn to God for the
answers.

~Jerry McKey

“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is
become worse with them than the first. For it were better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered
unto them. It has happened unto them according to the true proverb, the dog turning to his own
vomit again, and the sow that had washed to wallowing in the mire” (2 Pet 2:20-22).

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2009
Trust The Lord

“Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, neither be thou envious against them that work
unrighteousness. For they shall soon be cut down like grass, and wither as the green herb.
Trust in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on his faithfulness. Delight thyself
also in Jehovah; and he will give thee the desires of thy heart. Commit thy way unto Jehovah;
trust also in him, and he will bring it to pass. And he will make thy righteousness to go forth as
light, and thy justice as the noon-day. Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him; fret not
thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked
devices to pass” (Psm 37:1-7).

Throughout the scriptures are various passages which picture God as providing in mercy and
grace, spiritual and physical ways for the needs of His saints. The assurances found in these
passages are confirmed in the lives of the faithful. God’s eternal plan was to bring physical and



spiritual blessings into the lives of the redeemed (Eph 1:1-15; 1 Tim 5:6-10). Characteristic to
the portraiture of God’s blessings is that He is able to do abundantly, exceedingly above all
that the saints ask or think according to the power that works in them (Eph 3:20, 21).
Confidence and boldness grow while gaining support and leaning on the One we trust.
Expanded in this sphere of love is that we can trust in God with all our heart because we have
learned not to lean on our own understanding. If we acknowledge Him in all our ways He will
direct our paths by wisdom from above (Prov 3:5-9; Jas 3:13-18). The wisdom from above is
pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruit. The trust we have
in God will be affirmed in countless ways.

Doing good is natural to the saints. The prime example is Jesus Christ who went about doing
good. Those who have compassion, manifest love and offer pity do not render evil for evil but
counter-wise they eschew evil and do good (1 Pet 3:8-11). The New Testament illustrates that
all should fight the good fight and be rich in good works (1 Tim 6:1-18).

To enjoy the blessings of God we must embrace His plan. We seek to please God by not
wavering in our faith for a double-minded man will be unstable in all his ways (Jas 1:5-8).
Fighting the good fight, finishing the course, keeping the faith and enduring until the
end is tantamount to knowing there is a crown of righteousness awaiting all who love the
appearing of the Lord (2 Tim 4:1-8). Seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness
affirms that all which is desired will be added to our lives (Matt 6:33).

Trust experiences hope and strengthen the saint because God has commended His love
toward them. Trusting in Jesus’ power to save anchors the soul in the security of the joy of the
Lord (Rom 5:1-11).

Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 15, 2009

Front foyer: Henry & Frances Seidmeyer

Back foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

Sunday, March 22, 2009

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman; Brandon & Kenica Thomason

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews



Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on Tuesday, March 17th at 9:30 a.m.

LECTURESHIP
The Southwest Bible Lectures will be held in Austin April 11-15, 2009 on “Building a Godly
Home”. See the bulletin board in the back foyer or pick up a flyer in either foyer for more
details.

IN APPRECIATION
Dear Belt Line Family: We thank you for the hospital visits, phone calls, and especially your
prayers for our daughter, Gina. We love you, Jerry & Laquita Baker.

I thank you so much for the beautiful cards & prayers. I am off of the heart meds & the
dizziness is gone. Bless each & all in Lord Jesus, Marietta Houser.

Thank you for all your prayers, phone calls, and thoughts during my illness. Love, Everett
Newton.

A huge THANKS to Darrell, Melissa, Nathan, Scot, & Kayla Allen, Ty Harvey, and everyone
who participated in preparing the breakfast last Saturday morning. The food was so delicious &
the fellowship was incredibly rewarding. We all appreciate & love you so much!

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Gwen Bingham is in HEB Hospital for tests.

∙Grady Fowler will undergo a colonoscopy this week.

∙Pam Mathews underwent oral surgery last week.

∙Lyda McAlister has been ill at home.

∙Everett Newton is also now home from the hospital.

∙Charlotte Terry (Nancy Pond’s friend) is in Baylor/Irving, CCU #6 on life support.



Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Judy Hancock, Garldean Latham, Tom Prince, Thomas West,
Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Nancy Bauer (Scott Watson’ mother), Glen Elmore
(elderly father of a friend of Garl Latham), Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband), Percy Henry
(Hank’s brother), Mildred Pennington (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law), Scott Watson (Jeanene
Heilman’s friend), Linda Woodruff (the Webb’s neighbor), Natasha & Ilya Yakimenko
(missionaries in Russia), & our shut-ins.

“Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done
through the apostles.

Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their
possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house
to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God
and having favor with all the people.

And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:43-47

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· March 15: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· March 15: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· March 17: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex
· April 4: Teen work day
· April 11-15: Southwest Lectures in Austin
· April 25: Ladies’ ½ Day
· July 5-9: Jr. Youth Camp
· July 19-24: Sr. Youth Camp

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Mary Bowen

Sunday evening:
· Jamie Little

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Jerry McKey
Purman Cofer JC Ross Mike Batot
Jerry Baker Robert Taylor Stan Selby
Dorris Walker Max Melton
Marvin Brown Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING



Mike Garrison Bobby Bowen Jeremy Hardegree
Bill Matthews Jeremy Hardegree John 14:18-24
Ty Harvey Virgil LaFerney
John Mayer Derroll Allen A.M. SONG LEADER

Garl Latham
SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Robert Ruckman
Garl Latham

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Marvin Brown
Mark 14:3-9

P.M. SONG LEADER
Jerry Baker (last song: Brandon Thomason)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Stan Selby
Bill Paschall

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Darrell Allen

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 81 90 92 125
A.M. Worship 146 155 155 210
P.M. Worship 92 90 90 112
Wed. Class 83 88 85 110
Ladies Bible Class 23 20 30 35
Contribution $6717 $4968 $5644 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


