
December 6, 2010

December 12 , 2010

a.m: “Citizens Of The City”

Scripture: Revelation 21:22-27

p.m: “Eternal Weight Of Glory”

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 4:16-28

Kingdom Of God
Don Hatch

In the New Testament the word kingdom [Greek] signifies a spiritual kingdom with the
glorious reign of the Messiah established. Synonymous terms, “kingdom of Christ” (Mat 13:31; Eph 5:5),
“kingdom of God” (Mat 6:33; Mk 1:14, 15; Jn 3:23), kingdom of David [ancestor of Christ] (Mk 11:10)
and “the kingdom” (Mat 8:12; 13:19; 2 Tim 4:18) came from the Old Testament teaching of a regal reign
of the Messiah. The Messiah was to have a triumphant sovereignty (Ps 2:6-12; Isa 2:1-4; 11:1-10; Jer
23:5, 6; 33:14-18; Dan 2:44; 7:14, 27; 9:25, 27). It was believed that the Messiah would bring in a
“golden age” for the people of Jehovah. It was to have the true religion and Jewish theocratic power
which would return to pristine purity, universal peace and prevail over enemies. Some of those in the time
of Jesus understood it to be a spiritual kingdom [Zacharias, Simeon, Anna and Joseph] (Lk 1:67-79; 2:25-
30; 23:50). The Jews, in the larger context gave the prophecies a temporal meaning and expected the
Messiah to restore the nation of Israel, reform corrupt morals, define a means of expiating the sins of the
nation, break the yoke of oppression and have a lengthy reign upon the earth (Mat 5:19; 8:12; 18:1;
20:18-21; 19:1-11; Act 1:6). This temporal sense seems to have been held by the larger community of
Israel.

Prophets, in prophetic utterances, made known the kingdom would be the fulfillment of a theocratic
acknowledgement. The government of this kingdom would be upon Christ’s shoulders (Isa 11:1-5). It
would have an authority which seemed like an earthly kingdom but was destined to be greater in scope
than mere earthly attainments. God’s plan was spiritual and universally intended to encompass all of
mankind without taint of worldly politics and national interests. The deliverance which the prophets
announced was freedom from sin, the greatest foe known to mankind. The circumstances of moral ills
were working destructively upon the souls of all mankind. Jesus was their Deliverer and Redeemer who
came to save the world, annihilate the power of evil and bring men from a kingdom of darkness into a
Kingdom of Light (Col 1:12-15). The unity of mankind would be a spiritual unity breaking down the
“…middle walk of partition, having abolished in his flesh the enmity…” between all men (Eph 2:11-22).
Jesus Christ of Nazareth fulfilled the highest sense of the prophet’s proclamations. For the scheme of
redemption to fully bless mankind there could not be earthly political hopes and aspirations.

Higher powers (governments) were ordained by God (Rom 13:1-7). World rulers have a role. They
should not be a terror to the righteous. Rule of law is good if a man uses it lawfully. Laws are not made
for righteous individuals, but for “lawless, unruly, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and
profane, for murderers of fathers, murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators, for abusers of
themselves with men, for menstealers, for liars, for false swearers and if there be any other thing contrary
to sound doctrine…” (1 Tim 1:3-11). Over 345 types of governments have existed. Christ did not come to
establish a world government. His kingdom was not of this world (Jn 18:33-36). Jesus Christ came into
the world to save mankind under all types of governments. The exhortation in the Bible is to prayerfully
live and allow Jesus to be the Lord of salvation (1 Tim 2:1-7). Moral clarity and a sense of right and
wrong were to be common traits in the kingdom of Christ (Heb 5:11-14). Mankind in a state of



estrangement from God was given a means of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18-20). Reconciliation through
Christ gave mankind an access to God (Rom 5:1-11). In Christ’s kingdom mankind would be the dear
children of God the Father (2 Cor 6:14-7:10; 1 Tim 3:14-16). The grace that appeared brought salvation,
instructing disciples to deny worldly lusts, live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world (Tit
2:1-14). In the state of fellowship with God through Christ mankind enjoys the greatest blessings known
(Eph 1:3-15; Phil 4:4-7; Eph 3:14-21). Blessings which Jesus offered were spiritual consisting of eternal
and unending fellowship with God. This was life, the eternal life. In passages where Jesus speaks of
physical blessings He did not build carnal hopes. The kingdom was to endure on the earth in a mighty
state with imperishable splendor.

The righteous, religious sense of the kingdom established a community of believers with a literal
oneness whose growth encompasses the world (Lk 17:20). The rise of Christ’s kingdom cannot be
observed yet opposition of the wicked is an evidence of its presence (Mat 12:28). It has within it no
earned ranks as in earthly political communities. Whatever is external is nonessential. The prime element
in the kingdom is the mind, heart and soul devoted to pleasing God. Religious and moral truths from God
work forever drawing under their influence all people until at length Christ reigns fully. All of the
expressions concerning Christ as King of kings, Lord of lords constitutes a designation of a New
Testament kingdom whose Messiah, united in the bond of peace with a hope of their calling unequaled
(Eph 4:1-16). The Kingdom of Christ rules and reigns in the hearts of mankind and is therefore present
(Col 1:13; Rev 1:6-9). Millions have believed in Jesus Christ as King and served Him faithfully. Being in
His kingdom, as His servant, is awe-inspiring.

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

The following rules were apparently given to James A. Garfield as a young man by an elderly friend. He
cherished these personal principles to the end of this life. He died in office as our country's 20th president.
He was also a gospel preacher and elder in the Lord's church.

 Never be idle.
 Make few promises.
 Always speak the truth.
 Live within your income.
 Never speak evil of anyone.
 Keep good company or none.
 Live up to your engagements.
 Never play games of chance.
 Drink no intoxicating drinks.
 Good character is above everything else.
 Keep your own secrets if you have any.
 Never borrow if you can possibly help it.
 Do not marry until you are able to support a wife.
 When you speak to a person, look into his eyes.
 Save when you are young and spend when you are old.
 Never run into debt unless you can see a way out again.
 Good company and good conversation are the sinews of virtue.
 Your character cannot be essentially injured except by your own acts.
 If anybody speaks evil of you, let your life be so that no one believes him.
 When you retire at night think over what you have done during the day.
 If your hands cannot be employed usefully, attend to the culture of your mind. Read the above

carefully and thoughtfully at least once a week.

Can you find a harmonizing Bible verse to go with each rule? "Does not wisdom call, and
understanding lift up her voice? I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion.
Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding, power is mine" (Proverbs 8:1, 12, 14).

Everyone, have a good week. Jerry McKey



Guardians Of The Word
“Jehovah is my portion: I have said that I would observe thy words. I entreated thy favor with my whole
heart: Be merciful unto me according to thy word. I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy
testimonies. I made haste, and delayed not, to observe thy commandments. The cords of the wicked have
wrapped me round; but I have not forgotten thy law. At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee
because of thy righteous ordinances. I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that observe
thy precepts. The earth, O Jehovah, is full of thy lovingkindness: Teach me thy statutes” (Psm 119:57-
64).

The psalmist considers the word of the Lord and his responsibility toward it. The whole heart must seek
to know the precious virtues of the Lord. Knowing the word of the Lord is the central theme of the Bible.
With succinctness the word of the Lord escorts all who obey it into a life of holiness and purity. Assuring
that God’s words remain undefiled is the guardianship of a believer. Disciples have been given the
custody of the most precious and wonderful treasure known to mankind (Jude 3). Principally the disciple
must devote his life to the work of protecting the word of God from encroachment through outside
sources which seek to mitigate its virtues. The hopes of the world rest on the word of the Lord. Preaching
another gospel, which is not another gospel but some would trouble the scheme of redemption with a
“perverted gospel” (Gal 1:6-10). Seeking man’s favor above God’s is not pleasing to God. God’s word is
able to exhort with “sound doctrine” and “convict the gainsayers” only if it remains pure (Tit 1:5-9). The
mouths of the vain talkers who overthrow the lives of many are stopped only with purity of the thing
preached (1 Cor 1:10-18). Jewish fables and commandments of men taint purity and defile the mind and
conscience (Tit 1:13-16).

Loving God with all the heart, soul and mind is the principle commandment of the Bible (Mat 22:34-
40). Seeking to glorify God and receive His blessings cannot be separated from the conditions of
faithfulness and an active devotion to His word. Repeatedly the Scriptures seek to impress upon the
disciple a need for standing for the faith. The factor highly significant in the rise of modernism is the
influence of attacks upon the Bible which has gone uncontested. The viewpoint that doctrine does not
matter is a matter of grave concern. God has a purpose and plan for mankind (Eph 1:3-15). Recognizing
God as the Creator and Sustainer is the difference between faithfulness and unfaithfulness. It is not
surprising that antagonism towards God grows if those who are guardians of the faith do not stand for the
defence of the confirmation of the gospel (Phil 1:12-30). Christ must be magnified in the disciple’s daily
life. Trusting in the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind acknowledges that He directs our path (Prov
3:5-10).

The godly life is a planned life which knows God and His word. This life will make “haste” to keep
God’s commandments (Psm 119:59). Circumstances may cause temporary difficulties in a believer’s life,
but one must never forget the law of the Lord and think on it in the times of deepest troubles because
God’s ways are holy and righteous. Don Hatch



GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

December 12, 2010

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro

Back foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

December 19 , 2010

Front foyer: Nancy Pond; Roberta Price

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The singing class will meet Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

OPEN HOUSE TODAY
The congregation is invited to Don & Joann’s on Sunday, December 12th from 4p.m.-5:30p.m. for
refreshments & fellowship.

LECTURESHIP
The Brown Trail Church of Christ will be hosting their annual lectureship on January 9-12, 2011 on
“Gleaning from the Book of Acts”. Please see the flyer posted on the bulletin board in the back foyer for
more details.

39er’s
39er’s will meet Monday December 13th at 6:30 pm in the annex. Please bring finger foods.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible class will meet in the Annex on Tuesday, December 14th at 9:30 am to prepare “goodie
bags”. Please bring small nonperishable food items, fruit, grooming articles and small gift bags. Class will
be then dismissed until January 11, 2011

Ladies’ Day Calendar
Please submit Bible scriptures and uplifting quotes to Beverly McKey, Linda Matthews or Marcella
Porter by December 31st.

Thank You
We have a wonderful card from the Everett Newton family. They expressed deep appreciation to all for
the love, words of kindness and support during Everett’s illness and death. Everett loved the Church and
all the members of his extended Christian family. [posted on back bulletin board]



NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Evelyn Armstrong is now at Vista Ridge Rehab in Lewisville, 700 East Vista Ridge, Room 403B.
∙Marjorie Bennett is at home after a successful defibrillator surgery.
∙Kati Mimms continues to have headaches.
∙Kellye Baker (Billie Beverly’s niece) underwent successful surgery in Baylor/Dallas for complications
from Chrone’s Disease.
∙Joe Dwyer (Elizabeth Garrison’s son) is scheduled for surgery on his wrist at Parkland December 10th.
∙Gail Hieronymus (Mike Garrison’s daughter) is battling cancer and is in a Michigan Hospital with
possible blood clots in her lungs.
∙Linda Lind (Marcella Porter’s sister) came through open heart surgery successfully. Marcella will be
helping her for a while.
∙Lynette Waldrum underwent knee surgery and is at home recovering.
∙Butch Montgomery (friend of the Henry’s) is suffering from cancer and will undergo surgery.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Hank and Becky Henry on the birth of their 7th grandchild, Farrah Kylie Gavin.

Announcement
The Elders announced that Letitia Beverly resigned as secretary. She will continue to be a part of the
congregation. We wish her well as she makes her plans. We truly love her and her mom Billie.

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney,
Garldean Latham, Tom Prince, Jan Smithson, Thomas West.

Be sure and mark your calendar –
· December 12th Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· December 12th Singing class in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· December 13th at 6:30 pm 39er’s bring finger foods.
· December 14th at 9:30 am Ladies Bible Class will be preparing “Goodie Bags”.
· There will be no bulletin the weeks of December 20th and 27th

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table, please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-2397.

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Jerry McKey
Mike Batot JC Ross Bill Matthews
Kenny Mayer Robert Taylor John Mayer
Henry Seidmeyer Max Melton
Thomas Rathbun Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Jerry Baker Derrol Allen Garl Latham
James Gilliam Bill Paschall Revelation 21:22-27
Denzil Myers Roy Martin
Stan Selby Bobby England SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS

Mike Garrison
LORD’S TABLE/EVENING Dean Webb
Bill Paschall
John Mayer

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Thomas Rathbun



COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Garl Latham

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
Darrell Allen Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 83 85 83 125
A.M. Worship 146 149 148 210
P.M. Worship 66 71 78 112
Wed. Class 60 67 78 110
Ladies Bible Class 19 19 29 30
Contribution $4728 $5724 $5241 $5433


