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Let Faith Lead
Don Hatch

Blending into life training and staging of
actions which will produce the noblest
Christian life takes developing a well-trained
proficient and harmonious unity of soul, heart
and mind. When one is developing a Christian
character it is realized that by blending the
magnificent virtues of Christ into one’s life
that the transformation is of enormous gravity
and value. It is no wonder that endless varieties
of soul growth are developed by a chorus of
teachings from the Bible. Each Christian, in an
original sense, chooses to retain personal
interests. Amazingly it is unique that a variety
of music can be achieved from the scale of
seven notes with their octaves [Heptatonic-7
notes per octave: the most common modern
Western scale]. Like a chorus of sound there is
an endless growth which takes place by using
the varieties of items within Christianity.
Christianity has multiple choices of services (1
Cor 12:12-31). Correctly tuned to the harmony
within Christianity the spiritual sphere will
grow into a melodious fellowship of believers.
In a tuneful manner faith swells upward and
outward until the closeness of believers
produces a sweet accord.

Faith makes a matchless and magnificent
unity for the believers. Believing in one’s self,
always staying true to one’s uniqueness and
being trustworthy is meant to inspire to greater
poise and service. Working hard with purity of
heart manifests responsibility, dependability
and discipline. Holy trepidation when the tide
is going against us is always comforted by God
(2 Cor 1:3-13). Believers are more than
conquerors (Rom 8:31-39). Limitations call
upon the Christian to seek help. Surrounding
one’s self with faithful friends is enlisting help
of the best sort which fortifies the saint. Treat
others as you would be treated establishes the
golden rule for all personal ventures. Faith is a
central theme of all harmony in life.

Because faith is the foundation of all other
virtues it affirms itself in the preciousness of
righteousness (2 Pet 3-11). Christians let faith
lead all actions. Each part of a Christian’s life
has an obvious connection between faith and
works. Faith without works is dead (Jas 2:17).
As faith is to the receiving grace unto
salvation, so also is it to the receiving of help
in times of need (Heb 4:13). Faith leads one to

become a Christian and faith makes it possible to live
like Christ. Faith makes one susceptible to the
excellence of life helping one to have a concordance
[similarity or agreement between two or more] with the
Saviour. It is to be noted that mankind is not saved by
faith only, nor does one become saved without the
possibility of falling from grace (Gal 5:4). Faith is a
fearlessness which relies on God’s power and
faithfulness (Rom 1:16, 17). God reveals righteousness
in faith because the righteous must live by faith.

All are dead in sin through their trespasses and were
sons of disobedience and children of wrath (Eph 2:1-5).
It is faith which makes a dead soul a living one. It is by
faith in Christ Jesus that a worldly soul can become a
partaker of saving grace (Eph 2:5-11). Faith sets the
tone for all of life’s values and service. Paul expresses
it by saying, “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that
life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith
which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself up for me” (Gal 2:20). Cooperation with Christ
in building a Christian life fruitfully orders life by
keeping His covenant and commands (Mat 28:16-20).
Christ gives us spiritual victories (1 Cor 15:57). “For
whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that hath overcome the world,
even our faith” (1 Jn 5:4). Power is in Christ, faith links
us to Him. The Bible shows us the mighty resources
upon which we can draw. It assures us that by living
faith we are strengthened unto a holy attainment.

Becoming a child of God is by faith and no one can
remotely consider spiritual growth without faith.
Believing in Christ as priest, prophet and king in the
Christian dispensation is the foundation of our resolve
to never deny Him. Many who begin to walk with
Christ might later forget what it means to surrender a
life to the Christian walk. Christians must be like the
wise man who built his house on the rock and when
the rains descend, winds blow, floods come, it will
stand (Mat 7:24-27).

Faith that is sincerely meaningful is a faith that is
personal. Nothing worthwhile is accomplished by being
nominal in our lives. Those who are spiritually
impoverished can rejuvenate their lives. One must be
committed to dependence and commitment to Christ to
build a faithful life. Effectual prayers are tantamount to
success in the Christian walk. God who began a good
work in us will perfect it if love abounds in the defence
and confirmation of the gospel in knowledge and
discernment approving all things which are excellent.
Being sincere and void of all offences, filled with fruits
of righteousness unto the praise of the glory of God a
Christian allows faith to lead the way.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

I believe that it is sometimes easy for us, as Christians, to
forget the “joys” of being children of God. Life can
become burdensome at times. If we could just focus, on
some of the joys of Christianity, when these times come
into our lives, maybe the burdens will become lighter.
“Rejoice in the Lord always...” Philippians 4:4
Joy of Surprise. Jacob was joyous finding Joseph
alive, Genesis 46:29, 30. We can also feel joy when we
teach the gospel to the lost soul and watch it taking hold of
the lost heart.
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” 1
Corinthians 3:6
Joy of Triumph. When our faith will help us overcome the
world, 1 John 5:4, 5. Our victory over the grave is because
of the resurrection of our Lord, 1Corinthians 15:54-57.
Death will not be the end!
The Joy of Mastery. We can master evil by overcoming it
with good, Romans 12:17-21. We can control our tongues
by understanding pure thoughts will bring out pure words.
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show
by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of
wisdom.” James 5:13
One can also learn how to master self. How? By
submitting their lives unto God. Please read Romans 7:23-
25; James 4:6, 7.
The Joy of Extraordinary Experience. When we obeyed
the gospel our past sins were removed-no more to condemn
us. “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized,
and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
Acts 22:16 Do you remember the wonderful feeling when
you obeyed the gospel? Knowing that if the Lord came that
very hour-you knew heaven would be your home. To me
personally, being in the family of God is an overwhelming
experience. What a blessings to be able to call the Creator
of this world “My Father.”
The Joy of Safety. When I place my heart, mind, and soul
in the Lord’s hands-all is well with my soul! The peace of
mind one has as a Christian is a wonderful “safety net,
Philippians 4:7. Knowing that God is always near to hear
my prayers and needs is very comforting 1 Peter 5:7;
Philippians 4:6. I can trust Christ without any
reservations.
Do you see we have many things that can bring us joy in
our lives as God’s children? Never forget them, and be
happy-we are truly a blessed people! Jerry McKey

Jesus used parables to teach sundry values and attitudes. On
the subject of joy He told of a father’s love and the joy of his
son returning….Parable of the Prodigal Son…”But the father
said to his servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, and put
it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:
and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, and make
merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found. And they began to be merry….But it was
meet to make merry and be glad: for this thy brother was dead,
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found” (Lk 15:11-32).

Crown Of Life

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when
he hath been approved, he shall receive a crown of life, which
the Lord promised to them that love him” (James 1:12).

Christians who meet trials in a wholesome manner find
inexplicable joy because Jesus has filled their earthly hearts
with heavenly delight. Character is often described as
“sterling” when it has passed through a test and been left
without alloyage. Disciples of Christ passing through trials are
like metal cleansed and purified of all admixtures. Christians
who pass the test are approved. When weaknesses have been
eradicated, faults have been cleansed, and strength has been
identified, the faithful are approved by God.

Disapproval befalls those who “…do not like to retain
God in their knowledge” (Rom 1:28). By refusing to approve
of God’s ways their refusal makes them reprobate (devoid of
judgment). Rejection was not the outcome of ignorance for
they had the power to make a deliberate choice but rather they
knowingly objected to having God in their mind. The Jews
knew God’s will and mentally approved of the instructions
from God’s law. Disciples are told to approve things which are
excellent (Rom 2:18). Disciples of Christ are instructed that
they will find hope, joy, steadfastness and approvedness by
being faithfully obedient children (Rom 5:1-11). Those
approved of by God are promised a crown because of their
commendable lives.

Crowns often mentioned in Scriptures were
ornamental. There were two types. The stephanos (Greek) was
a token of public honor to distinguish the person wearing it for
service, military action, nuptial joy, festival gladness and
reward. It was woven in garlands of oak, ivy, parsley, myrtle,
olive, or an imitation in gold. The diadema (Greek) was worn
by royalty. When the crown was made of gold it represented a
fadeless emblem of joy and glory. The Jews boasted of a
crown for the Priesthood, crown of the law, a royal crown and
the crown of a good name which was approved above all.

A crown of flowers was worn at the time of joy during a
wedding feast (Isa 28:1, 2; Song of Sol 3:11). This crown was
a sign of wedded peace and hope. The Christian is espoused to
Jesus and awaits the wedding feast (2 Cor 11:1, 2; Rev 19:6-
8). Marriage is extolled and is made comparable to Christ and
the church (Ephesians 5:22-33).

The crown was a mark of royalty (diadema-Greek).
Worn by kings and the royal family it identified authority.
Jesus is now King of kings and Lord of lords, ruling his
kingdom from the right hand of the Father (Rev 1:6; 19:16).
Jesus has all authority in heaven and upon the earth (Matt
28:18-20). The church is called a royal priesthood (1 Peter
2:9).

Jesus promised that the faithful would receive a crown
of righteousness (stephanos-Greek) if they fight the good
fight, finish the course, keep the faith and live lives of sacrifice
(2 Tim 4:6-8). This crown is laid up for the day when Jesus
calls his own 1 Thes 4:13-18).

The Christian’s crown of life (stephanos Greek) brings
a joy which is found only in Jesus (Eph 1:3; Gal 3:27).
Christians achieve victories in Jesus. Each one must meet and
overcome the demands of life to be more than a conqueror
(Romans 8:31-39). The crown of life is identified with a life
lived for Jesus Christ. By meeting the trials of life
unswervingly consistent with Christ Jesus will give us a
splendid crown of life. Glory awaits the faithful. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

March 22, 2015
Front foyer: Bill & Linda

Matthews
Back foyer: Glen Kelly & Donna

Davis

March 29, 2015
Front foyer: Thomas Rathbun &

Kent Conner
Back foyer: Bobby & Brenda

England
*****************

Sermon Titles

March 22, 2015
a.m: “The Acts, State and

Nature”
Scripture: Romans 6:15-23
p.m: “A Mother’s Reward”
Scripture: Exodus 2:5-10

March 29, 2015
a.m: “His Nature, Providence,

Law and Grace”
Scripture: Psalms 19:1-7
p.m: “Fifth Sunday Singing”
Scripture: TBA

*****************
Contribution Counters For

March

Bobby England & Mike Garrison

****************
Communion Preparation For

March

Dale & Katherine Cox

****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium to collate booklets.
Please come help us and enjoy the
Christian fellowship.

PRAYER LIST
Ongoing Health Concerns:
Bobby Bowen, Jane Easter, J.C.
and Dessie Ross, Don and
Margaret Lewis, Frances Tipton

Homebound Members:
Roy and Helen Thomas, Mary
Walker, Gearldean Jones

Recovering at Home:
Henry Seidmeyer was able to be
back at services on Sunday after
having a bad cold.
Joann Hatch was released from
the hospital last night after having
a mild heart attack.
Carolyn Renfro is not feeling
well.

There are many others dealing
with short term health issues.
Please remember them in your
prayers.

Nursing Home:
Noma Myers – Northgate Plaza
Dorothy Smith – Avalon
Elsie Nanney – Elm Croft

Military:
Chris and Abigail Mathews

Special Requests:
John Banchetti was put under
Hospice care Tuesday. He is the
father of Debbie Grantham.
Debbie is the daughter-in-law of
Jerry Grantham.

Frances Tipton has asked for
prayers on behalf of her care
giver, Tammy Jones’s 7 year old
granddaughter. She is in ICU in
serious condition and was taken
off life support late yesterday.

Latricia William’s has requested
prayers on behalf of her
granddaughter’s mother who is
very ill.

Charlie DiPalma our missionary
in Australia is having problems
with his right eye. He had a
cornea transplant 38 years ago and
that eye is deteriorating. The
cloudiness in that graft is making
it more and more difficult for him
to see clearly. The surgery has
been scheduled for June 26.

Please remember these families
in your prayers.

****************
LADIES

Ladies Class will be Tuesday
March 17th at 10:00 a.m. at the
Annex. We will be studying
about Bible Women.

****************
LADIES

If you would like to help with the
gift bags for Ladies ½ Day –
please see Joann Hatch or bring
your items to the church office.

****************
RESPONSE

David Odom came forward
asking for prayers for Billie and
Denzil Myers. He stated “after
visiting with them Saturday, I
have been in prayer for them. I
pray that each one of you all will
be in prayer for them this week.
There are several issues of special
concern. Things to reconsider and
deal with that are not easy.”

****************
5th SUNDAY SINGING

It’s that time again. Our 5th

Sunday Night Singing will be on
March 29th. A sign-up sheet is
on the table in the front foyer for
you to list the songs that you
would like to sing at that time.



3/17/15 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.

MARCH BIRTHDAY’S

Kenny Mayer – 3/2
B.C. Fowler – 3/6
Xavier Kaiser – 3/6
Don Overturf* – 3/7
James Gilliam – 3/7
Vicki Askins – 3/8
Dana Hodgkins – 3/11
Jerry Baker – 3/18
Kay Overturf – 3/19
Carol Swinney – 3/25
Pansy Yankey – 3/30

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

Don* & Kay Overturf – 3/12
Grady & B.C. Fowler – 3/17
Jerry & Beverly McKey – 3/24
Gary & Nadya Workman – 3/29

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Scot Allen:

(214)724-6400

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 3/22/15 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
 Dale Cox . Bobby England  John Mayer
 Scot Allen  Thomas Rathbun  Darrell Allen
 Mike Garrison  Toby Howard
 Robert Ruckman . Nathan Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Kent Conner  Henry Seidmeyer
 Don Herriage Romans 6:15-23

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Kent Conner

LORD’S TABLE (EVENING)  Dale Cox
 Bill Matthews
 John Mayer P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Dean Webb
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Exodus 2:5-10
 Thomas Rathbun

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry McKey  Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 55 65 63 100
A.M. Worship 103 102 104 150
P.M. Worship 67 71 66 80
Wed. Class 20 56 59 85
Contribution $6623 $5939 $5636 $5098
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONS
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Moshen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Mike Batot – Southwest School of Bible Studies – Austin, TX
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
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AT IRVING, TEXAS
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