
September 20, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

September 26, 2010

a.m. “The Encompassing God”

Scripture: Psalm 139:17-24

p.m. “Burning Bush”

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-6

The Hand and Eye
Don Hatch

The hand is the principle organ of feeling and called “instrument of instruments”. It clearly
adapted to the design for which God created it. It is used to illustrate the graciousness of God
wherein He bestowed from His hand providential blessings. Considering the numerous uses
for the hand and the conquest man that has over the external world, because of the hand, it is
little wonder that many have indulged themselves with “tributes” about the hand. The hand
distinguishes man from all other creatures. Darwin and his successors charge that “evolution”
is a magical world which explains all of the adaptation of all animals and that man’s hand is
just another outward manifestation of these processes. What they say is that there is a plan
without a Planner, order without One to direct it, purpose without a Purposer. It is like looking
at a watch which evinces purpose and design and saying there was no watchmaker.

The cornerstone of nature is purpose. The argument from design proves that natural
selection, unconscious and automatic random forces, cannot explain man and all his complex
systems. Random nature does not plan for a future. Purpose gives good reason for events to
say there was a Designer. It is analytical that any design has a Designer. The word order has
an English and Greek word which explains order’s first cause. It is the “Arranger, One who
gave the Order”. There is order or no order. There is a regular and harmonious arrangement,
as in the “order of nature” [Order was standardized in the beginning by design]. The human
body is obviously magnificently designed which must presuppose a plan. One does not get a
poem without a poet, law without a lawgiver, painting without a painter or a design without a
designer. Struggle as hard as they can evolutionists cannot evade the obvious conclusions
that the world around him, his body and all he is requires purposeful design. In an effort to
avoid stating the obvious, that there is design, they make the words to dance around the truth
until they are dizzy. To declare that the universe is without design is preposterous. The
universe is not a chaos, it unity, order and design.

When one considers design or planning in nature evolutionists write entire books explaining
that there is no design or intimate purpose in nature. Some evolutionists have said that the
“body is a magnificent mechanism” and “masterpiece of precise planning, a delicate and
complex apparatus whose various components work as a unit to achieve diverse feats and



leads them to an increasing respect for its immense complexities”. They expect us to believe
that an unconscious, automatic, blind nature possessed the ability to create a body with the
human hand without a purpose in mind. Why would scientists say that there is a masterpiece
of planning if there was not? The human hand with its thumb is unique in all of creation.

The human eye is like the lens of a camera. It is a model of a sense organ. It is complex with
eyelid, lens for close up, wide angle, teleport, ciliary muscle, iris, pupil, retina, color ability,
connection to the brain. The eye of a human gives messages to the brain about beauty, color,
love and a myriad of senses. The eye exhibits design, purpose and planning. The eye is for
seeing. It is a living tissue connected to the brain. Consider the various uses we put the eye to
each day. It warns of impending dangers, brings pleasure at the sight of loved ones, allows the
mind to experience the glory of nature with mountains, valleys, rivers, snow, color, flowers,
grass and the list is endless. The evolutionist cannot explain the eye without the brain nor the
reason for a sense of sight without purpose and design.

The human is a very carefully and uniquely designed being. The minute details of a human
body indicate a scientific fact which demands a Designer. The intricate and precise design with
its complexities could not have developed over millions of years randomly. The physical
characteristics of mankind are bond by a law of logic, called “law of Teleology” which teaches
where there is design there is a “Designer”. Even non-creationists understand that they are
bound by this law. Design is an arrangement of individual components within there is an object
to accomplish a functional or artistic purpose. Automobiles, paintings, buildings, bridges and
other manmade objects are intelligently designed. There is non-living and living. The living
have the ability to metabolize by receiving elements outside of itself to produce energy, true
growth, reproduce itself in independent organisms that replicate the original type, exhibits
responsiveness and is capable of autonomous movement. An automobile moves but it
requires external fuel. Random origin of a hand or eye is as possible to happen as a tornado
blowing through a junk yard, leaving a F-16 fully fueled, armed with full armament, all the
newest electronic equipment with a runway from which to take off from. The random numbers
for such an event would be in the trillions [10100,000,000,000,000]. The human body is arranged in
such a manner so that the parts are intricately intertwined. Simple human cells are complex;
they are different sizes having different functions and possess supreme designs. They have
uncanny molecular memory with complex DNA. If you cut your nose a cell reproduces skin to
replace the damage skin. A thumb nail does not grow out of the nose nor does a third eye
grow at the site of the wound. Man is fearfully and wonderfully made. The hand and eye are
but two unique designs of God.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
Influence! What a powerful word. In thinking about this great word, I concluded that
sometimes we fail in using our influence to win souls to Christ. In thinking about this problem,
we ask ourselves why? Let us explore some reasons.

 We sometimes lack passion and zeal for the lost. “Now as He drew near, He saw the city
and wept over it…” Luke 19:41. Yes, Jesus coming into Jerusalem saw the city and wept
over it. He knew so many will be lost. We also see Paul having great sorrow and continual
grief in his heart because of Israel’s rejection of Christ (Acts 17:16).



 We have not brought ourselves around to definitely realizing that we are lost if we do not
save the lost. ”Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit” John 15:2 & Ezek. 33:7-9.
How can we be saved when through our neglect others are lost? This is definitely
something to think about.

 We have not come to fully comprehend the great commission (Matt. 28:18-20 & Mark
16:15-16). We somehow have not grasped the “Go…teach” part of these scriptures. We
somehow still believe we can “tell someone else to do it” instead of doing it ourselves.

 We do not want to be inconvenienced. Yes, it is inconvenient to win souls. It will cost time,
effort, and money; but it was not convenient for Christ to go to Calvary. Let us remember
that Christ has called us to bear some crosses (Matt. 16:24).

 We are satisfying ourselves by substituting an hour of worship on the Lord’s Day for a week
of work. There is a fundamental difference between the work and worship of the church.
Acts 2:42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Acts 5:42 “And daily in the temple, and in every house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” “Enter to worship;
depart to serve” would be a good motto for all to remember.

The list could go on and on but I believe these few ideas should help us to get the right frame
of mind in saving the lost. May we use our influence to serve the Lord.

~ Jerry McKey

“But let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.
Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth
unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not be weary in well-doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not. So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that
which is good toward all men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the
faith” (Gal 6:6-10).

TO BE
In grammar the verb expresses an action, being, state of being or classifies something being
done or action being taken, a condition. The verb is perhaps the most important part of the
sentence. It asserts something about the subject of the sentence expressing an action taken,
event past, present or future as it pertains to the state of being. “To be” is widely used
throughout writing. The Christian becoming a “new creature” in Christ is an action taken by
God in the process of redemption (2 Cor 5:17). Paul sought to persuade that mankind is
manifested to God by deeds and thoughts. Our conscience commends us, as do our actions.
Loving Christ constrains us and His death reminds us that He constantly enables us to seek for
a spiritual essence in life. As new creatures old things have passed away and we “become
new”. God has changed our state and given us blessings of salvation. Significantly we have
“become” or “are” in a new state of being.

The verb “crucified” indicates a person being put to death. Christians metaphorically are
“crucified with Christ” (Rom 6:1-11). “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith of the Son of God,



who loved me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20). We who believe in Christ have faith that we
are justified in Christ (2 Cor 5:18-20). Being justified by faith we have peace with God and
access into His grace wherein we rejoice in the hope of glory (Rom 5:1-11). In Christ there will
be tribulations which will work steadfastness, approvedness and hope which will facilitate us in
never being ashamed of Christ. Being justified we are saved from the wrath of God and no are
longer enemies. We are saved by His life. We rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ
who has redeemed us (1 Cor 2:11-31). Paul taught that being in Christ grants all spiritual
blessings (Eph 1:3). God demonstrated His good pleasure and freely bestowed upon mankind
redemption though the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of sins according to His rich
grace. God summed up in Christ all things in heaven and upon earth making us a heritage
unto the praise of the glory of God. “To be” a Christians has great importance.

Great and precious truths found in the Scriptures remind us of the faith and faithfulness of a
Christian. God has made us alive in Christ, though we were dead in our sins (Eph 2:1-11). We
once walked according to the course of this world (Col 1:9-23). We now can walk worthy of the
Lord, pleasing Him, bear fruit in every good work and increasing in knowledge of Him. The
Christian is strengthened, has patience, long suffering and is “meet for the Master’s use” in
Christ.

Our past, present and future is shaped by the verb “to be”. From our past Jesus redeemed,
our present is to enjoy redemptions and in the future we will enter into the joy of the Lord
hearing Him say, “well done thou good and faithful servant” (Mat 25:14-30). To be in Christ is
to be baptized into Him for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Hearing, believing, repenting,
confessing and being baptized into Christ changing our state of being. To be in Christ is
important (Gal 3:27).

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, September 26, 2010

Front foyer: Nancy Pond, Roberta Price, Thomas Rathbun

Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Sunday, October 3, 2010

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman



Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The singing class will meet Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ class will meet Tuesday, September 28th at 9:30 a.m. with a lesson by Beverly McKey
on “Women in Christ’s Service”.

BEAR PROGRAM
Ladies, if you are interested in participating in the Bear Program, please sign the list that can
be found in both foyers.

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please make these changes in your phone directory: Mike Batot, PO Box 165070, Irving,
75016; Brandon & Stephanie Howard, 425 Lincolnshire Dr., Irving, 75061, phone: 214-789-
7923; Garldean Latham, Hilltop Haven, Morrison 1, room #205, POB 39, Gunter, 75058.

THANK YOU
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to everyone who helped me celebrate my 90th

birthday. It was a day I will always remember. With love, Ruth Graham.

Dear Belt Line Church family, we want to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, visits, calls,
food, & concern during my illness & surgery. May God bless each one of you. Geraldean
Jones & family.

I want to take this time to express my sincere thank you for all the prayers, cards, calls, & visits
from everyone; it really meant a lot to both Dave & me. We love you all, Faye West & family.

WITH SYMPATHY
Charlene Carroll’s nephew passed away in California last week.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Billie Beverly is in Baylor/Irving, room 550 for rehab.

∙Grady Fowler is in Baylor/Irving, CCU #3; he has improved & may not require surgery.

∙Everett Newton is in Baylor/Dallas, Truitt Bldg, room #209.

∙Tom Prince will have another injection in his back on September 28th.



∙Mary Scott is having back problems.

∙Frances Tipton is now home & improving.

∙Faye West had successful surgery & is also now home.

∙Johnny Jaggers (Virginia Stull’s brother-in-law) is in a Greenville hospital with bleeding
issues.

∙Betty Mills (Carolyn Montgomery’s cousin) has been diagnosed with cancer & has had
surgery.

∙Charlotte Terry (frequent visitor, Sharon’s mother) remains in Baylor/Irving, PCU #310.

∙Tonya Watts (Nancy Pond’s niece) was taken off life support last Wednesday, but is still
breathing on her own.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Evelyn Armstrong, Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy
Hancock, Gail Hieronymus (Mike Garrison’s daughter), Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney,
Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Johnny
Williams (Bobbie’s son).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -

· September 26: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· September 26: Singing class in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· September 28: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m.

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Jerry McKey
Purman Cofer JC Ross Denzil Myers
Bill Matthews Robert Taylor Darrell Allen
John Mayer Max Melton
Glen Kelly Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Brandon Howard Derrol Allen Henry Seidmeyer
 Marvin Brown Bill Paschall Psalm 139:17-24
 Mike Garrison Roy Martin 
Dorris Walker Bobby England

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Garl Latham

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer
 Richard Renfro



P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Marvin Brown

Exodus 3:1-6

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker (last song: Jerry McKey)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Robert Ruckman
 Thomas Rathbun

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 77 88 84 125
A.M. Worship 152 156 149 210
P.M. Worship 75 77 78 112
Wed. Class 74 83 79 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 30
Contribution $4912 $4703 $5305 $5433

MISSIONS

Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


