
June 21, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

June 28, 2010

a.m. “The Golden”

Scripture: Proverbs 30:7-10

p.m. “Strength of Joy”

Scripture: Nehemiah 8:9-13

Disciple Of Christ
Don Hatch

The usual word for a disciple is “to follow” [akolouqhein]. It is a word with divergent uses,
always leading one to be a follower of Christ. As soldiers follow a commander, keeping in step
and orderliness, so is the disciple of Christ (Tim 2:1-13). The soldier on service does not
entangle himself in the affairs of this world that he might please the one who enrolled him. The
Christian is denoted as a soldier who wears the “panoply of God” (Eph 6:10-18). Followers are
guided by the battle plan of the commander. Disciples are never above the Master (Mat 10:24).
It is enough that the disciple be as his teacher. It is encumbered upon disciples to willingly
confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. It is fitting that followers have a nature of one who
is willing to be led and the Master the capacity to lead. Followers accept that obedience is
accepting standards and laws. The standard of life and behavior for followers shadow the
leader by imitating Him (1 Cor 11:1, 2). All followers are urged to be in the light as the Master
is in the light (1 Jn 1:5-10). Christians are in position to be soldiers who follow Jesus Christ and
immediately obey the Leader’s command. Christians are bondservants and therefore obey the
Master’s command. In humility they follow the steps of Jesus (Jas 4:10). As citizens of a
Heavenly Kingdom disciples who desire citizenship must agree to live in accordance to its law.
As learners and listeners hanging on every word from the Master they are seeking His wisdom
(Jas 3:13-18). Disciples are always in a position of desiring mercy, grace and help which only
the Lord can provide.

Followers of Christ leave many things upon the earth to sojourn with Him (1 Pet 2:9-12).
Disciples of John, Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip and Nathanael followed Jesus Christ
after they learned He was the “Lamb of God” who was to take away the sins of the world (Jn
1:19-51). The disciples forsook all and followed Jesus (Lk 5:11; Mat 19:27). Others were given
the same choice and failed to follow Him (Mat 8:19; Lk 9:57-62). Discipleship is costly and His
disciples must count the cost (Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27; Mat 9:9). Peter was told to count the cost (Jn
21:18-25). It was an unacceptable command to the Rich Young Ruler (Mat 19:21; Lk 18:22).
Jesus’ command to all His disciple was to take up their cross daily and follow Him (Mk 8:34;
10:21; Mat 10:38; 16:24; Lk 9:23).



Disciple is used in other ways. The crowd often times were referred to as disciples (Mat
4:25; Jn 6:2; Mk 5:24). This described their attachment to His teachings until a request was
granted. Some in the crowd followed to receive healings, others for food, yet others to see
what would happen to Him. They followed Him and admired Him as He faced the cross. The
blind who were healed followed Him out of gratitude (Ma 9:27; 20:24; Lk 18:43; Mk 10:52).
Sinners pursued Jesus seeking to know what they must do to be saved. Some followed Jesus
because He was compelling in His sermons and the crowd pursued Him desiring the things He
might offer. Some were broken in body and heart, thus they followed Him to find solutions to
life’s issues. They wanted to experience His wonder working power in their lives. Gratitude
often was a reason for following Jesus.

Following Jesus involved counting the cost. Jesus told His disciples that they had to love
Him more and put all other relationships behind this loving obedience (Lk 14:25, 26). They had
to take up their cross and follow Him (Lk 14:27). Jesus used the illustration of an individual
building a tower. He had to first sit down and count the cost, lest he began and never complete
the structure. The incomplete journey of disciples would bring mocking upon them for starting
and not finishing (Lk 14:27-30). Like a king who was going to war one must count the cost and
seek council lest he be vanquished (Lk 14:28-32). The cost was awesome (Lk 14:33). Jesus
used the illustration of salt that loses its seasoning, wherewith would it be made salty again?
The usefulness of the salt was lost. In like manner the usefulness of discipleship is lost in not
persevering to the end. Repeatedly Jesus pointed out that discipleship was going to take
sacrifice (Lk 5:11; Mat 4:20-22; 19:27). Daily discipleship was more than concern. It was an
endeavor. Following Jesus was going to involve a cross (Mat 16:23; Mk 8:34; Lk 9:23). No one
could follow Jesus and ever be the same person or do as he pleased. Woven into Christianity
was the willingness to say “I have been crucified with Christ: and it is no longer I that live, but
Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me” (Gal 2:20-21). Following Jesus is
not a walk in darkness, but in light (Jn 8:12). It is not in uncertainty, but in clear reasoning and
surrender of will to the Lord. Ultimately the disciple will arrive at glory where Jesus Himself
awaits (Jn 12:26; Jn 17). Discipleship of Christ is eternally blessed.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
We all want to take control of our lives. I would like to share with you an article written by Keith
M. Olbricht on this subject.

“It does not matter where we are in our lives, we each have goals and ambitions, as well as
difficulties and problems to face each and every day. To obtain our goals, we must confront
and conquer these difficulties. Perhaps one of the hardest confrontations we have is within our
own selves. We all have within us strength, courage, fears, lusts, and desires far beyond what
we normally reveal, and we tend to keep these things buried deeply. Yet in times of crisis, it is
frequently these inner characteristics which boil to the surface, and then what is truly inside is
seen. Jesus, who knows the hearts of all men, told the impetuous apostle Peter that he would
deny him on the evening of his crucifixion. The Scriptures tell us that Peter "wept bitterly" when
he realized what he had done (Matthew 26:75). In all aspects of our lives, and, therefore, our
service to God, self-control and submission to God are needed.



In order for us to be able to maintain control and discipline, it is an absolute necessity that we
be willing to confront ourselves. In should be evident to all who examine the Holy Scriptures
"with all readiness of mind" that we indeed have the power to choose between serving God
and serving Satan. James wrote, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you" (James 4:7). But are we willing to make that choice? Are we willing to say as
did Paul, "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Corinthians 9:27)?

It should be the desire of each child of God that every bit of our heart, soul, mind, and strength
be dedicated to Him (Mark 12:30; John 14:15). If this is to be achieved, control of our lives
must be obtained. Here are some suggestions for reaching this goal:

Take control of your thoughts. It must never be forgotten that the Lord knows the
thoughts of man, and by them we shall be judged. (See 1 Corinthians 3:20,
Psalm 94:11, Hebrews 4:12, and Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Take control of your words. As with our thoughts, our words are important to
God, and by them we shall be judged (Matthew 12:36-37).

Take control of your actions. Man is in control of his own eternal destiny. Satan
only has power over us if we allow him to. (Read James 4:7, 1 Peter 5:8, 2
Corinthians 5:10, Matthew 10:28, and Matthew 6:24).

Take control of your time. No one has more minutes in a day than anyone else.
What we do with that time is up to us. Paul declares that "now is the day of
salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2).

Whatever our goals in life might be, including leading ourselves and others to Christ, we must
"submit ourselves therefore to God." Who is in charge in your life? Let us not let Satan reign,
but let us prayerfully resist, and love and serve God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and
strength.

~ Jerry McKey

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010

We had a great Vacation Bible School! Many were involved in teaching, leading from room
to room, song leading, refreshments and helping with special needs and other parts of the
overall work. We appreciate everyone including our custodians and those who went door to
door the Saturday before!

This year's theme of “The Prophets" covered six of the great men who were speakers for
God. Teachers and helpers decorated their rooms with various visual aids and many
applications for the children to show the Prophets' great works for God. It was wonderful to see
so much effort go into the teaching of God's Word to children and adults.

Cradle Roll classes and preschool classes with Debra and Jessica Alonzo, Cindy Vaughn,
Janice Daniel, Roberta Price and Nancy Pond were loved by the children.



A number of the members visited the rooms and spoke admirably of what was made
available to the children by these teachers as well as the older children’s classes taught by
Jerry McKey, Letitia Beverly, Garl Latham, Beverly McKey, Melissa Allen, Kati Mimms, Joann
Hatch and Brenda England. A huge fish could actually "swallow" the children and there was a
den of growling lions, just to mention a few of the visuals.

The first to greet children as they arrived were at the Registration Table: Linda Matthews,
Ilene Ashworth, and Amber Vaughan.

Dean Webb and Richard Renfro helped direct children to classes.

In the children's department 13 visitors were registered over the 3 evening period. Books
from Apologetics Press were awarded to Kayla Allen, Tandy Garrett and Curtis Vaughan for
bringing the most visitors.

Singing in the Jr. Auditorium was very ably led by Darrell Allen. Singing is important in VBS
and the children learned two new songs this year, Ezekiel and Daniel.

Leaders Stephanie Howard, Jamie Little, Nathan and Scot Allen, Sandy Hall, Kenny Mayer,
Michele and Gracie Latham did an excellent job of keeping the children safely on time while
going from class to class and to refreshments.

The Adult Class taught by Don Hatch was well attended and singing was led by Bill Matthews
in the Auditorium. J.C. Ross kept up with the count in this class.

Those serving refreshments were Carolyn Renfro and her "cookie ladies", Betty Ruckman,
Carol Swinney, Dessie Ross, Joy Webb and Kay Overturf. They were a big hit!

The statistics this year were:

Monday-Total: 115 Classes-Children -32 Adults-52

Tuesday-Total: 112 Classes-Children -36 Adults-47

Wednesday-Total: 121 Classes-Children-38 Adults-51

The seed was sown, watered and God will give the increase (1 Corinthians 3:1-9). Our next
VBS will be the second Monday of June 2011 [6-13-11].

~Don Hatch, Coordinator



GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, June 27, 2010

Front foyer: Ilene Ashworth, Thomas Rathbun, JC & Dessie Ross

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor

Sunday, July 4, 2010

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby, Max Melton

Back foyer: Nancy Pond, Roberta Price

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will reconvene on September 12th.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SUMMERTIME GOSPEL PREACHING
Richard Stevens III will be speaking on “What is the Soul” on June 30th. Bring a friend!

HELP NEEDED
Please see the signup sheet in the front foyer if you will be able to sit with Billie Gilliam.

COOKBOOKS
If you have not received your cookbook, or you would like more, please see Beverly McKey.

SUMMER YOUTH SERIES
The Summer Youth Series on June 29th will be at the Lewisville Church of Christ.

OFFICE CLOSING
The church office will be closed on Monday, July 5th in observance of the July 4th holiday.
Please contact Don or one of the elders if you have a need that day.



CHRIST’S HAVEN
Leftover cookies from VBS were taken to Christ’s Haven & very much appreciated.

Also, their van picked up 40 bags of groceries last week. The report is that we are 2nd in line
next to a very large congregation of what was mentioned as the ‘most generous’.

VBS SIGNS
If you have a VBS sign we would be able to reuse by changing the dates on it, please bring it
back to the building. Please bring signs only, not the stands.

THANK YOU
Through the power of your prayers, our family is mending. Claude Holmes is now in rehab &
Orval Griffith is in a nursing home. We are also very thankful for your prayers & concerns for
Mike following his accident; he got an excellent report from the eye doctor. We believe in the
power of prayer; it’s wonderful to have a loving Father who hears & answers them. Mike &
Elizabeth Garrison

We want to thank all of our family at Belt Line for your prayers, calls, cards, visits, & food.
There are never enough words to say ‘thank you’. We love you all, Linda & Tom Head.

We want to thank our Belt Line family for all the calls & cards during this time; we did receive
many anniversary cards as well.

We love, appreciate & miss each of you, Jack & Frances LaFerney.

CONGRATULATIONS
Ilene Ashworth has a new great granddaughter named Riley Grace Waldrum, born on Tuesday
weighing in at 7 pounds, 10 oz.

WITH SYMPATHY
Tammy Webb (Dean’s cousin) passed away after suffering a heart attack.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Evelyn Armstrong was not able to have surgery.

∙Marjorie Bennett underwent a successful procedure.

∙Billie Gilliam will be released for home as soon as arrangements are made.

∙Geraldine Jones is seeing her doctor about blackouts.

∙Everett Newton is now improving & was able to be in worship.

∙Charlotte Nigh underwent carotid artery surgery.

∙Tom Prince is now home following a pacemaker procedure.



∙Virginia Stull’s daughter, Janine, had surgery last Friday.

∙Leo Townsend will have a CT scan on June 29th.

∙Serena Beaver (Hatches friend) suffers with colon cancer & will undergo surgery on July 2nd.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Bobby Bowen, Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Don & Judy Hancock, Hank Henry, Jean Kelly,
Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Thomas West, Brad Anderson
(Bill Paschall’s friend), Mark Curtis (Lotah Franklin’s friend), Gail Hieronymus (Mike Garrison’s
daughter), Johnny Willliams (Bobbie’s son).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· June 27: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· June 29: Summer Youth Series, Lewisville
· June 30: Richard Stevens III, “What is the Soul?”

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
 Mike Batot  JC Ross  John Mayer
 James Gilliam  Robert Taylor  Bill Matthews
 Denzil Myers  Max Melton
 Stan Selby  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Henry Seidmeyer  Derrol Allen  Henry Seidmeyer
 Thomas Rathbun  Bill Paschall Proverbs 30:7-10
 Jerry Baker  Roy Martin
 Brandon Howard

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Garl Latham

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Thomas Rathbun
 Stan Selby

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Batot

Nehemiah 8:9-13

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Bill Matthews

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Marvin Brown
 Glen Kelly

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Garl Latham



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 86 82 82 125
A.M. Worship 145 147 147 210
P.M. Worship 83 78 78 112
Wed. Class 75 77 77 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 35
Contribution $4979 $5367 $5387 $5433

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


