
October 4, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

October 10, 2010

a.m. “Knowledge and Service”

Scripture: 1 Chronicles 28:9, 10

p.m. “Burning Reed & Smoking Flax”

Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-4

Many Infallible Proofs
Don Hatch

The Bible has a purpose. It presents a systematic and comprehensive proof of the unique
truth and authority of biblical Christianity. It is irrefutable even in the face of alleged fallacies
and discrepancies. It makes no mistake and has no contradictions, but gives innumerable
evidences of its divine inspiration and authority. There are no legitimate objections to true
Christianity, but rather there are overwhelming evidences that Christianity is uniquely and
completely true. The entire subject of evidences is almost exclusively Christians Evidences.
Many religions rely on blind subjectivism, experience, faith, traditions and opinion. Christianity
stands or falls upon the objective reality of its gigantic supernatural evidence, history and
provable events which shaped the world. This is in and of itself evidence of the truth of the
gospel of salvation.

There is a specific “science” of the defense of Christianity. It is not philosophy or an attempt
to build a blind illogical system of practices. It is a logical and systematic, specific set of
“defenses” which when taken as a whole are irrefutable. It sets forth concrete reasons for
accepting the Bible as the truth of the Living God, Jesus Christ as man’s Savior and the
inspiration from the Holy Spirit. The Bible will solidly confirm the faith of those who read it,
enabling each one to withstand the attacks of irrational badgers, which are a nemesis to belief.
It will prepare those who read it to acknowledge effectively the characteristics which will build a
nation and pinpoint those which destroy it. It will help the believer to maintain a clear and
uncompromising stand on the full integrity of God, His Word and salvation under all
circumstance, despite the pressures brought to bear upon them.

Many in the 21st century profess Christianity yet the idea is advanced that the Bible is
“merely a book among many books on religion”. Believing that the Bible is not really reliable
and feeling that the Christian experience is a subjective feeling, without foundational truths,
makes Christianity an “incident” rather than a life of service. Christianity is not social activism.
It is the manner of life which brings to bear upon society the highest and most fruitfully
productive life. It is not whether it works or is true but the practices of its principles wherein is
found the peace that passes all understanding (Phil 4:4-7). It is a creditable faith which
establishes a unique and valid way to have fellowship with God (2 Cor 6:14-18). It is clear that



the criteria by which Christianity is established cannot be marginalized. Christianity is a
credible faith, not in an “artificial Christ” of one’s imagination, but rather belief in the “real
Christ” of the Bible who can save mankind from sin.

Understanding and using Christianity is validated by the lives of those of faith. The
Christian must be ready to give an answer to all who will ask concerning their faith (1 Pet
3:15). The defense of the gospel is wherein Christians confirm the “good news” by their lives
(Phil 1:7, 17). Contending for the faith requires that individuals have a “ready answer for
religious questions” (Jude 3; Tit 1:9). Consistently Christians encounter opportunities to dignify
their actions with answers filled with believable evidence. In the first century of Christianity the
Christians were able to verify their actions by those who had seen the resurrected Lord and
observed the apostles perform miracles and signs (Heb 2:1-8). Consistent with this Christians
in the present era can use the same information to prove the Bible because of the Lord’s and
His apostles’ miracles. More than 500 witnesses saw Jesus after His resurrection (1 Cor 15:1-
11). The object of such testimony was to enable all generations of Christians to verify the
Bible. Skeptics and unbelievers of all generations are advanced by an appalling ignorance of
proofs of Christianity which were irrefutable in the first century and remain so through the
millenniums.

With the using of Christian Evidences it is important to carefully and cautiously enter the
arena of debate and polemics without the purpose of conversion. Christianity seeks to save,
not to destroy. “Meekness and fear” are valued reasons for caution (1 Pet 3:15). Defending the
faith is not a cold, heartless pursuit of destruction. Converts to Christianity are won by showing
the value of salvation and a changed life. Early Christians used evidences of creation, Christ’s
resurrection, fulfilled prophecies, God’s providence and other means to persuade the
unbeliever. An effective use of Christian Evidences requires diligent study and preparation. A
glib, superficial recital of hearsay evidence, without real factual and documented evidence will
invoke sarcastic ridicule and rejection. Many can quote the Bible [Communists, Muslims,
Buddhist, Atheists and doubters].

The Christian’s work is to make others see the infallible teachings laid alongside counterfeit
teachings of false religions, atheism and the skeptic’s “contestable remarks” about the Bible.
The Bible claims to be infallible, the God of the Bible claims to be the only true God, Christ
claims to be the way, the truth and the life, the Bible claims to be the only true revelation from
God and the way of salvation found in the New Testament claims to be the only way (Jer
10:10-12; Jn 14:1-5; Isa 8:20; Rev 22:18-20; Acts 4:12; Gal 1:9). Alone, among all religions of
mankind, Christianity is based upon many infallible facts and unassailable evidences. The
witness of two thousand years of Christianity is itself a unique proof. There is no doubt of its
remarkable history

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
The elders want to thank each one of you for your continued support of spreading the gospel
throughout the world. Many of you are actively participating in Mission Printing (MP) in various
ways. Belt Line is one of many congregations that has seen the need to provide workstations
for preparing sound religious teachings via tracts. Thursday, I visited South Main church of
Christ in Weatherford during their work time for MP. I encouraged them and let them know
about the wonderful results of their work in teaching the lost through MP's tracts. I gave them



a big "Thank You" from MP. Last month I did the same thing at the Keller church of Christ. I
still have seven more congregations to contact. Belt Line is in a select group of dedicated
Christian volunteers who love the Lord and want His kingdom to grow. The Lord willing, this
Saturday we will load another ocean container to Ghana with 30,000 pounds of tracts to help
reach and teach the lost of Africa. The elders ask for your prayers to carry out the "The Great
Commission", Matt. 28:18-20. Our missionaries in Russia, Ukraine, France, Germany, Ghana,
Cambodia, Tasmania, India, Malaysia and The Navajo Nation desire and need your concern
and prayers. Don't forget Dan Keele as he studies at Bear Valley Bible Institute in Denver to
be a minister to the Navajos. He is in special need of prayer for his loneliness of losing his
wife last year.

It was very nice to have Wil and Telanda Sadler visit with us this weekend. Wil gave a fine
lesson and report Sunday night. They make a wonderful team working to serve God and to
spread the gospel to our military families in Germany. They are so active in Christ and in
helping people. Wil has greater health challenges than we can understand. Telanda is always
by his side, like a guardian angel. They are an inspiration to all who know and love them. May
God protect and keep them in His care.

Have a wonderful week serving God and spreading His word.

~ Richard L. Renfro

********************

“And he said unto them, These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you,
that all things must needs be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets,
and the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their mind, that they might understand the
scriptures; and he said unto them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and rise
again from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of
these things. And behold, I send forth the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the
city, until ye be clothed with power from on high. And he led them out until they were over
against Bethany: and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he
blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and were continually in the temple, blessing
God” (Lk 24:44-53).

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Each year we plan to have a Vacation Bible School. Our aims are to engage the community in
Bible Study of a specific topic. Setting a theme is important. We have chosen to teach “The
Christian Armor”. “The Breastplate of Righteousness”, “Belt of Truth”, “Shield of Faith”,
“Sword of the Spirit”, “Helmet of Salvation” and “Feet Fitted with Peace” will be the class
material from the text of Ephesians 6:10-20. Classes for Adults and children will be held June
20-22, 2011, Lord willing.

Our great reward is when we reach out to children. It is a time of exceptional growth for
teachers and students. Influencing the next generation, expanding a place in the heart, soul
and mind of a child in the understanding of God’s Word is unquestionably an exciting



consideration. There is no question that each child will take away some vital answers which
they will be able to call upon in their future. We have great confidence in the capable teachers
in our VBS. A teacher is vital to the church and fulfills a unique role. It takes many other
individuals behind the scenes to accomplish a VBS. Each one lays up treasures in the lives of
youth. VBS is a gateway to applications of Christian principles which are the bulwark of faith.

Like most teaching opportunities VBS will strengthen the homes of the children we teach.
Each lesson has a practical application that the child can take away to use in family and
community living. Wisely employing wisdom from above is unquestionably foremost in VBS
(Jas 3:13-18). Timelessly, the Bible gives individuals an emphasis on “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil 4:13). The aptitude and attitude of each child will
gain a self-sufficiency and self-satisfaction of growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord
(2 Pet 3:18).

Taking the Christian walk seriously is a desirable quality which takes prompting. Needless
to add, the child is taught in class and in fellowship before and after class. Seeing adults and
teens engaged in the work of VBS bridges the gap between teaching and practicing
Christianity on a daily basis. The self-test of sincerity, dependability, enthusiasm for good,
courtesy, good qualities, moral conduct and spiritual living reinforce the Bible lessons when
observed in teachers, workers and members of our congregation.

Intellectual and spiritual education recognizes the test of wisdom. Wisdom acknowledges
that true and right, coupled with just judgment in all actions, is synonymous with godliness.
“Better educating” a child in the Bible should not be underrated. Vagueness of purpose for life
can be changed with good Bible training. The steps taken in VBS are to inform and build
understanding, illuminate the Bible, enabling the children to catch the point and give
verification by shaping the lessons in their minds, hearts and souls.

Setting aside a certain time for VBS builds interest in the Bible, helps gain participation of
children in the community and ultimately will build good citizens. Our aims are to teach, press
on to the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus and let our lives be worthy of the gospel (Phil
1:12-30). Pray for this effort and consider what you can do to help.

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, October 10, 2010

Front foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor



Sunday, October 17, 2010

Front foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Back foyer: Ilene Ashworth, Carol Swinney

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The singing class will meet today in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ class will meet Tuesday, October 12th at 9:30 a.m.

BEAR PROGRAM
Ladies, the signup sheet from the front foyer has been misplaced; if you signed this particular
sheet, please sign it again as a new sheet has been put out. We apologize for any
inconvenience.

THANK YOU
We appreciate so much your cards & visits during Mom’s hospital stay; we covet your
continued prayers during her recovery. We love you all, Letitia.

Grady & I appreciate all the prayers, visits, & calls during his hospital stay as well as his
illness. God bless you all. In Christian love, Grady & BC Fowler

GOSPEL MEETINGS
The Grandbury Street Church of Christ is holding their annual meeting October 10-13, 2010
with guest speaker, David Baker of Emory.

The Handley Church of Christ is hosting their annual meeting October 17-20 with Don Walker
of Austin.

See a flyer for both of these meetings on the bulletin board in the back foyer.



WITH SYMPATHY
Everett Newton passed away last week; services were today (10/4) at the building; interment
was at the National Cemetery.

Tonya Watts (Nancy Pond’s niece) passed away in Abilene.

Johnny Jaggers (Virginia Stull’s brother-in-law) also passed away in Greenville.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Frances LaFerney will have her procedure this week.

∙Tom Prince is doing better after an injection in his back.

∙Frances Tipton continues to suffer with a great deal of pain.

∙Myrtle Wade is still ill at home.

∙Dortha Flynn (Gladys Barnes’ sister) suffered a stroke.

∙Mary Gough (Elizabeth Garrison’s sister) suffered a heart attack.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Evelyn Armstrong, Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy
Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Thomas
West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Gail Hieronymus (Mike Garrison’s daughter),
Johnny Williams (Bobbie’s son).

Acts 2:43-47:
43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the
apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold
their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they
ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all
the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -

· October 10: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· October 10: Singing class in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· October 12: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m.



LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Richard Renfro
Mike Batot JC Ross Denzil Myers
James Gilliam Robert Taylor Henry Seidmeyer
Denzil Myers Max Melton
Stan Selby Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer Derrol Allen Bill Matthews
 Thomas Rathbun Bill Paschall 1 Chronicles 28:9, 10
 Jerry Baker Roy Martin 
Dorris Walker Bobby England

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Denzil Myers
 Henry Seidmeyer

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Marvin Brown

Isaiah 42:1-4

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Marvin Brown
 Glen Kelly

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Bill Paschall

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 79 76 84 125
A.M. Worship 134 146 148 210
P.M. Worship 76 82 78 112
Wed. Class 71 77 78 110
Ladies Bible Class 28 23 28 30
Contribution $3899 $6050 $5290 $5433

MISSIONS

Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa



Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


