
September 27, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

October 3, 2010

a.m. “Waiting Courageously”

Scripture: Psalm 27:7-14

p.m. Update on Military Missions

Scripture: TBA

Wound Up To Run Down?
Don Hatch

The New Testament portrays God in heaven and earth. His domain extends to everything
non-living, living and that moves. He works through the council of His will (Eph 1:11). He
divulges to mankind an unremitting Lordship over the interests and wellbeing of all things. His
interest in vicissitudes and circumstances of life are beyond man’s ability to discern. From
sunshine to rain, life and death, hope and failed hope, all are within the scope of His
providence. It is God that makes the green grass to grow, because of His establishing from the
foundation of the world, laws which govern nature. A seed dies to replenish the earth with new
grain, springing forth reproducing after its own kind.

God fills mankind’s heart with gladness. Praising Jehovah are sun, moon, stars, angels,
hosts of heaven and earth (Psm 148:1-14). A small bird chirps its first note or a sparrow falls,
or is sold, God knows. It is God who made of one blood all nations of men to dwell upon the
earth and had determined the time and bounds of their habitations (Act 17:22-31). Thus, the
sacred book ascribes that all which takes place in the expanse of the universe is observed and
cared for by God. The variety of activity taking place is explicitly and emphatically under God’s
providential care. Nowhere in the Bible do the writers consider a second instrument of cause.
In the Bible God is the only efficient cause of all that takes place. God is considered to be the
original source of all life and intelligence, of Him and through Him are all things.

The constant movement of trying to dispose of God, replacing Him with “nature”, is seen in
the denial of His government of man and nature. If God is not denied, He is assiduously
avoided. Ignoring divinity and a divine being is found in the vague notions that He is unknown
or unknowable. Natural phenomena, of whatever kind, are relegated to physical laws,
properties of nature or consequences that cannot be fully explained. Having reached this
conclusion the question of who established such laws is a “religious superstition”, if it leads to
believing in God. Defective education and faulty intellect are the ways detractors try to
eradicate the Christian’s belief. To these elite thinkers it is useless to go beyond nature’s laws.
They claim all can be understood by observation, casting out the Lord of nature, wherein
properties of nature’s laws are the function of matter, not God.



Among the votaries [devotees] which seek to remove God there are manifold reasons. If God
is removed whence man’s moral agency? If dead matter is the source of man’s origin and it
has laws that it issues, then a rock is sovereign. Matter cannot think or instruct. Man is more
emanate than matter from which he came. Man can think reason and ponder. Dust, rocks or
other dead matter, from which some say we came, defy all laws known to mankind. Lifeless,
unconscious matter is wholly incapable of thinking or doing anything. Matter cannot hear,
understand, obey laws, move or form itself into a blade of grass, mustard seed, write a book or
build a house. It can be used by a thinking creature, but cannot use its self. Moreover, a law is
not a doer, only a mode of doing. Law, if human or divine does nothing; it simply prescribes
how a thing will be done. To say that which is done is “affected by the laws of nature” is to use
words without meaning. The oceans, land or whatsoever is on them, with the expectation of
man, is not capable of understanding laws. Dead matter cannot receive commandments.
Volition or divine commandments cannot be understood by them. This can only be spoken of
concerning mankind. A law is simply a rule which cannot exert force, effect a change or
produce a result. The world we live in is not a “self-acting machine”. God did not create a
universe wherein various substances would have self-acting properties or laws which He left
with invertible self-developing, well-ordered ways, which in time would display order, beauty,
form and spectacular actions randomly. God is not a mere spectator of His works. This makes
creation an independent existence. The cosmos, universe and earth are not a contrived
machine which was wound and rewinds itself as fast as it runs down. It is not a perpetual and
self-sustaining motion thus, removing the Most High and dismissing Him as valueless. God
does not remain inactive, merely passive or a philosophical abstraction.

The laws of nature have uniform order of facts. There are general laws. They are expressed
and imprinted on nature. Elements in nature can act upon another element. There are 118
elements, of which 94 are common to the earth. All elements have fixed properties. Laws
within elements are generalized and demonstrate the susceptibilities of which a force might
have on an element. Elements can be combined to produce salt, chalk, iron or brass. The
composition of these have a fixed sets of properties which, when combined, will produce the
same thing each time. Can law produce such an effect? Can we see, in any of these
phenomena in nature, matter producing a cause? NO! The unions of these bodies are but a
combination of laws and apart from the combinations, no law exists. Instead of laws producing
the phenomena, it may be said that the phenomena produced evidence of a law. Silent acts of
laws do not remove God. The great truth is that God is still actively engaged in all the affairs of
the universe through His providence. He upholds all things by the word of His power (Heb 1:3).
His omnipresence floods nature.

FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
Confidence! What a strong word, especially if we associate the word with God. Paul’s
confidence in God’s work should give us confidence. “…being confident of this very thing, that
He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is
right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my
chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of
grace. For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the affection of Jesus Christ”
Phil. 1:6-8.



Paul expresses his firm confidence in one thing—that God will complete the work that he has
begun in the Philippian brethren. God is at work in the Christian at Philippi and he is at work in
us as Christians (Phil. 2:12-13). “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as
in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling; for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”

God will continue his work within the Christian until the end of the Christian life. You see, God
prunes us like a vinedresser prunes grape vines, that we may bear more fruit. “Every branch
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that
it may bear more fruit” John 15:2. We are transformed to become like Christ (2 Cor. 3:18).
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

May we have great confidence in the work of the Lord for our lives. May we never look back
and only look forward. May we never be ashamed to speak up and out about our Lord.
Confidence is a great thing to have.

~Jerry

*************************************

“Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. Jehovah will send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: Rule thou in the midst of
thine enemies. Thy people offer themselves willingly in the day of thy power, in holy array: Out
of the womb of the morning Thou hast the dew of thy youth. Jehovah hath sworn, and will not
repent: Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. The Lord at thy right hand will
strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He will judge among the nations, He will fill the
places with dead bodies; He will strike through the head in many countries. He will drink of the
brook in the way: Therefore will he lift up the head” (Psm 110:1-7).

Bible Class Curriculums are very important. They give direction for Bible classes and guide
students through the Bible in a scheduled and structured manner. Lessons which cover the
Bible in a systematic way help our youth know the accounts that are important for their lives.
Each year the children are given more of the overall panorama of the Bible in an age
appropriate manner. We hope that as they grow they will have gone through the Bible several
times.

A structured method has proven to be useful for classes. It makes a smooth transition from
subject to subject and allows the teachers to go from theme to theme. Using materials which
coordinate from Sunday to Wednesday night help the children gain the most from their studies.
Taking time to teach details of the great people of the Bible influences children to have high
moral aims in life. Showing how God revealed Himself in sundry ways, to the prophets of old,
helps establish the credibility of the New Testament. Prophecies of Jesus’ life, death,
resurrection and ascension establish the value of a Christian life. Our teachers blend the Old
and New Testaments together, trying to make classes interesting to the youth.

We have combined a few grade levels on Wednesday evening. Kindergarten through 2rd

grade meets in Room #205 and the 3rd Grade through the 5th Grade meets in Room #203.



Preschool meets in Room #110. Cradle Roll is in Room #104. The youth class meets in Room
#206. This will give each age group a class to attend while learning from our Bible Class
Curriculum. We appreciate those who bring these children to be in class.

Our Sunday Morning classes are a blessing to the children. Each teacher develops lessons
which will carry the children through the Bible in a structured and guided manner. We hope the
children will grow spiritually as they go through the Bible yearly. Each part of the Bible Class
program considers the age appropriate material and needs of the children.

There is a need to have new visual aids and helps for our teachers. From time to time we try
to replenish supplies in the Teacher’s Resource Room and Class Rooms. Recently this
room was “restocked” and a few items added to the class rooms. New Bulletins Boards
appear from time to time making the rooms and hall ways interesting to travel. Currently we
are remodeling Rooms #106 and #103. We were given some carpet and these boxes are in
the hallway until it is glued down. Thanks to those who helped transport it Saturday (in the
rain).

~ Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, October 3, 2010

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Sunday, October 10, 2010

Front foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor



Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The singing class will meet Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ class will meet Tuesday, October 5 with Henry Seidmeyer as guest speaker at 11:00
a.m. with a luncheon to follow.

THANK YOU
Grady & I appreciate all the prayers, visits, & calls during his hospital stay as well as his
illness. God bless you all. In Christian love, Grady & BC Fowler

BEAR PROGRAM
Ladies, if you are interested in participating in the Bear Program, please sign the list that can
be found in both foyers.

CONGRATULATIONS
Lyda McAlister is expecting her first great-grandbaby in January.

NEW issues
New issues of Christian Courier & Gospel Minutes are available in the foyer.

GUEST SPEAKER
Wil Sadler will be here to speak to us this Sunday evening (10/3).

THOSE TO SERVE IN OCTOBER
Lord’s table (front): Mike Batot, James Gilliam, Denzil Myers, Stan Selby, Henry Seidmeyer,
Thomas Rathbun, Jerry Baker (back): JC Ross, Robert Taylor, Derrol Allen, Bill Paschall, Max
Melton, Keith Vaughn, Roy Martin, Bobby England

p.m. Marvin Brown, Glen Kelly

Card Pickup: a.m. Toby Howard, Curtis Vaughan p.m. Nathan Allen, Kenny Mayer

Contribution Counters: Glen Kelly. Thomas Rathbun

Communion Preparers: Bill & Linda Matthews



WITH SYMPATHY
Tonya Watts (Nancy Pond’s niece) passed away in Abilene yesterday (9/26).

Johnny Jaggers (Virginia Stull’s brother-in-law) also passed away last week.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Billie Beverly is now home & doing better.

∙Grady Fowler is also now home & doing better.

∙Phoebe Latham is ill at home.

∙Frances LaFerney will have a procedure done today (9/27).

∙Everett Newton is in Baylor/Dallas, Truitt Bldg, room #209 in critical condition.

∙Tom Prince will have another injection in his back on September 28th.

∙Myrtle Wade is also ill at home.

∙Gail Hieronymus (Mike Garrison’s daughter) will need chemotherapy & radiation.

∙Crystal Vaughan (Mary Curtis’ daughter) continues to suffer with severe migraine headaches
& is now experiencing seizures which may be related.

CONTINUOUS PRAYER CONCERNS:
Evelyn Armstrong, Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy
Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Jan Smithson, Thomas
West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Johnny Williams (Bobbie’s son).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -

· October 3: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· October 3: Singing class in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· October 5: Ladies’ Bible Class at 11:00 a.m.

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Richard Renfro
Mike Batot JC Ross Bill Matthews
James Gilliam Robert Taylor Mike Garrison
Denzil Myers Max Melton
Stan Selby Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Henry Seidmeyer Derrol Allen John Mayer
 Thomas Rathbun Bill Paschall Psalm 27:7-14
 Jerry Baker Roy Martin 
Dorris Walker Bobby England

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Jerry Baker
 Dean Webb



P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Kenny Mayer

TBA

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Darrell Allen

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Marvin Brown
 Glen Kelly

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Bill Paschall

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 88 79 84 125
A.M. Worship 156 134 148 210
P.M. Worship 77 76 78 112
Wed. Class 83 71 79 110
Ladies Bible Class - - 28 30
Contribution $4703 $3899 $5269 $5433

MISSIONS

Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


