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The Bible Is A Book Of Goodness
Don Hatch

Articles written about the “Modern Attitude
Towards The Bible” are revealing. Rejection of
the godhead, special creation, the devil,
inspiration of the Bible, Old Testament
prophecy, blessings, punishment, resurrection,
judgment and essentials of worship are but a
few areas where modern attitudes are
displayed. It is revealing to note that some
individuals do not believe in the inspiration
and authority of the Bible but do attend a place
of worship. The trend is to pick and choose
what to believe and then practice it, even
though affiliated with a religious group holding
differing views. Hence, the modernists have
adapted their worship to accommodate and
adjust to the people becoming a “chameleon”
[changeable or inconsistent]. Atheists are far
more consistent than the modernists because
they do not believe any of the Bible. This
“well-meaning” practice of modernists
maintains that regardless of an individual’s
belief about Christ, salvation, worship and
Christian living they should be accepted in the
church, made leaders, ministers, Bible teachers
and role models.

If the Bible is not true, then it is not
acceptable or trustworthy as a history of God
among the nations. It necessarily follows that
the ancient worthies guided by the unseen God
were but myths and legends. If the Bible is not
true Paul’s defence of the Unknown God,
who made the heavens and earth, men, nations,
having determined their bounds and
habitations, resolutely telling them to seek that
God was futile (Acts 17:17-31). The Bible
bears the marks of authenticity. It speaks of
Christ, gives evidence of eye witnesses in large
quantities whose testimony would be upheld in
any court of law in any land. The witnesses not
only saw, but heard, and touched the Lord
Jesus (1 Jn 1:1-5). Such testimony is
indisputable. It is acceptable on the grounds of
honesty and credibility. It is ridiculous to
accuse them of error. They died for the cause
they promoted. It is fallacious to accuse them
of perjury or question their sincerity. Nothing
done brought temporal or physical gain to them
because of their testimony. Becoming a
Christian cost them their families, homes,
businesses, persecution and death [Foxes Book
of Christian Martyrs]. It is absurd to say men
would die for something they knew was a lie.

No historian gave more meritorious proof of their
validity. Whence could come men unskilled in arts,
languages, born in different ages, on different
continents write several parts of the Bible wherein all
agree? Could all conspire to cheat entire races or
nations with lies wherein there were individuals alive
when it was written who could disclaim their purported
tales by unmasking their falsehoods? Consider the
writer’s sharp rebuke of sin and vice, which brought
suffering, deaths, imprisonment, starvation, perils, and
denouncement. Why did they do it? The Bible cannot
be called a pious fraud. Its teaching brought harmony to
mankind and has unparalleled accuracy. Arguing with
the Bible is like saying the men building a giant
skyscraper had no plans or designs, all materials and
efforts were a work of chance.

If the Bible is not true nature works in vain for nature
works comfort and sustain for one class of beings.
Mankind is the center of creation and nature annually
goes through it cycles. If man is lost all is lost. What is
the gain? Have successive millenniums rolled by
without meaning? If man dies to never live again and if
the Bible is not true all of nature’s works are for naught.
If the history of man’s creation, fall and recovery is not
true, if the gospel is false, then no living man can give a
reason for the existence of our planet and the adjacent
universe [Alexander Campbell argued this in his
Christian Baptism]. If the Bible is not true mankind
lives with no purpose, life is a miscarriage and the
universe is a colossal failure because it was created to
declare the glory of God (Rom 1:19, 20; Psm 19:1).

The Bible is different from all other books.
Characteristically the Bible is known for its
authoritativeness and correct teachings on God, man,
sin, redemption and everlasting life. “Thus saith the
Lord” is one of the most common phrases in the Bible,
found over two thousand times. It claims to be from the
Lord. Its statements are based upon the authority of
God as Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. The
Bible speaks of the past and future being known by God
and is as unquestionable as the air that is breathed,
water which satisfies thirst and food which removes
hunger. There is no bias in the Bible. God seeks
salvation for all of mankind (Lk 19:10). Man is prone to
one-sidedness, but the Bible gives the magnificence of
God’s impartiality (Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11). No man has
been able to successfully rewrite or improve the Bible.
It is peerless, presenting the goodness God has
graciously bestowed upon mankind. Ample
opportunities have been given to examine the claims of
the Bible. God keeps His promises and fulfills His
pledges. We have received goodness from God (Psm
73; 107:1; 31:19; Hos 3:5; Rom 8:28).

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

As many of you know, we had a very devastating hail storm
this past May. All of our buildings at Belt Line sustained
major roof damage. We were blessed to have Insurance to
replace the roofs on all structures. At this time, all of the new
roofs are installed. The Elders were very optimistic about our
future, and secured a replacement roof with a warranty of 50
years? If God is willing, hopefully our past is a measurement
to continue on marching.

How can a congregation exist for more than 57 years, and
remain sound and biblical like the day it started? Still
proclaiming to be a congregation like that which was
established in the first century. Singing, Praying, Preaching,
Worshiping, and Giving to God the same way the early
church did. Brethren, it takes brothers and sisters who love
God, His Word, and striving to keep God's commandments
for longevity like Belt Line has experienced. Through the
years Belt Line has really been richly blessed to have faithful
brothers and sisters who love God and His Word.

The present eldership, collectively, have more than 73 years in
this capacity. The present elders are very fortunate to have
served in some capacity with the first eldership Belt Line
Road installed more than 57 years ago. Truly, our God has
blessed this congregation with many dedicated Christian
leaders, both brothers and sisters over the years in existence. 1
Cor. 15:57, 58..."But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord." Pure Gospel Preaching, teaching and
committed dedication by its members has kept Belt Line on
the straight and narrow path. Praise God! If we continue to
follow the past in the future, Belt Line will be in existence
many, many years if God gives us the time.

The ultimate author of every word in the Bible is the Holy
Spirit. The setting forth of the will of God in both the Old and
New Testaments was accomplished as "men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Spirit" (II Peter 1:21). It is our
responsibility to acknowledge the authority of this Book of
writings and to receive it "not as a word of men, but as it is in
truth, the Word of God, which worketh in you that believe." (I
Thess. 2:13.

Attendance is very important and we must be meeting with
and having fellowship with the saints when at all possible.
Have a great week serving God! Keep all of our sick and shut-
ins in your private and public prayers. Dean Webb

“Oh sing unto Jehovah a new song: Sing unto Jehovah, all the
earth. Sing unto Jehovah, bless his name; Show forth his
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the
nations, His marvellous works among all the peoples. For
great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised: He is to be feared
above all gods .For all the gods of the peoples are idols; but
Jehovah made the heavens. Honor and majesty are before

him: Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe unto
Jehovah, ye kindreds of the peoples, Ascribe unto Jehovah
glory and strength…” (Psm 96:1-13).

Attitude Towards Singing

Some have displayed a fallacious attitude toward singing by
what they have said: “… it is a matter of tradition, it is always
done and should be given little importance”, “…it is only a
prelude to the Lord’s Supper”, “…it is a trivial matter of no
serious concern”, and “… it is but divine amusement and a
cultural or aesthetic expression”. The purpose of singing is to
express spiritual feelings and truth. Singing is no accident. It
is as ancient as the Bible. The book of Psalms is replete with
men praising God in song. The Oldest written songs are in
Deuteronomy 32:1-43; Psalm 90:1-17, which were written by
Moses. Praise and honor are the heart and throb of singing.

None of the attacks on worship mentioned above are in
harmony with the scriptures. Singing in a congregation is a
means of expressing love and devotion to God as well as to
encourage and build up fellow-worshipers. Ideally music is a
function of New Testament Christianity. A strong and clear
awareness of the worshiper demonstrates a desire to be in
compliance with New Testament teachings.

At the heart of worship is the consciousness of man’s
religious nature. We must have a sense of being in the
presence of Divinity. A concern must be felt for wanting to be
righteous and holy for the exaltation of the Almighty and
Eternal God. Accompanying this will be the feeling of
humility and a will to be in accordance with New Testament
teachings. The church must will to have a spirit of adoration
and reverence coupled with assurance that what is being done
is acceptable to the Holy One.

To aid each soul in becoming more sincerely involved in
worship it should be taught and understood that each is
personally presenting adoration to our Maker. Singing
becomes an expression and impression upon the well being of
the soul. Each faithful word enhances the welfare of the soul.
The words sung come, as should all adoration for God, from
the heart (Ephesians 5:15-21; Colossians 3:12-17). When the
soul is centered on the exaltation of the Eternal Creator and
Sustainer there is a strengthening which takes place.
Expressing our souls need in joy or sorrow is wonderfully
serene and comforting. The person who sings to God through
Christ demonstrates dependence. While it is personal there is
also the impression made upon others as we sing.

Singing “one to another” is always beneficial to those who
are present in the worship assembly. There are generally some
present who are joyful and others who have sorrow or
concerns. Singing will be a stimulus for each of these needs.
There will be found in the song service a solemn and uplifting
comfort by knowing that others are aware of our needs and
are asking for benefits to be poured out from our Heavenly
Father. The peace of Christ ruling our hearts is manifested
where songs are sung to create awareness for renewal of
fidelity to the Lord. The joy, comfort, aspiration and
earnestness of the brethren in worship expresses to others that
each can overcome by reliance upon the Lord.

When Christians are in crisis or filled with joy it is natural for
them to sing and praise God (Acts 1:25; Jas 5:13). The
Christian lifestyle is principled and reasonable. Praising in
song is divinely sought and received. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.

Call in your information to the office at:
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
December 2, 2012
Front foyer: Bill & Linda
Matthews
Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth
Garrison

December 9, 2012
Front foyer: Glen Kelly & Doris
Selby
Back foyer: Max Melton & Fay
Yeldell

*****************

Sermon Titles
December 2, 2012
a.m: “Put You In Remembrance”
Scripture: 2 Peter 1:12-15
p.m: “Mission Report”-Wil Sadler
Scripture: TBA

December 9, 2012
a.m: “Sin Not”
Scripture: 1 John 2:1-6
p.m: “Bag With A Hole”
Scripture: Haggai 1:1-6

*****************
Contribution Counters For

December

Glen Kelly & Thomas Rathbun

****************
Communion Preparation For

December

Bobby & Brenda England

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

****************
SINGING CLASS

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.
Come and learn some new songs.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen, Fauna
Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Frances
LaFerney, Jan Smithson, Maxine
Prude, Hank Henry, Elsie Nanney,
Laquita Baker, Roy & Helen Thomas,
Marion Grantham, Carolyn Renfro,
Tim Fowler, Marietta Houser, Thomas
West, Mary Walker, Nancy Pond,
Billie Myers, Shelia Martin, James
Brown, Vern Daniel, Andrew
Waldrum, Lauren Roses

*****************
Those In Need Of Prayer

.Don Herriage had successful back
surgery. He was able to be at
services Sunday night.
.Carol Partridge will not have
heart surgery at this time. They will
adjust her medicine.
.Lauren Roses has been diagnosed
as having Scleroderma. She will
see a Rheumatologist on 12/4 for
further evaluation and treatment.
Please keep her in your prayers.
.Tim Fowler is very sick. Please
keep him in your prayers.
.Nancy Pond will start Physical
Therapy on Monday (11-26.) She
will go 3 times a week for 8 weeks.
.B.C. and Grady Fowler are both
sick at home.
.Mike Batot is sick at home.
.Mike Garrison will be having a
procedure done on Thursday the
29th.
.Harold Keller is now at home
after a trip to the E.R. yesterday.
.Please remember our chemo
patients: Marion Grantham,
Carolyn Renfro, Billie Gilliam.

****************
LADIES BIBLE CLASS

Ladies Bible Class will be taught
by Jerry McKey on Tuesday,
December 4, at 10:00 a.m. There
will be a luncheon after class. The
lesson will be “Does God’s Grace
Overlook Doctrinal Error?”

SYMPATHY
We extend our sympathy to Don
and Anne Herriage and family on
the passing of her brother Roy
Banister. The services were at the
Central Church of Christ in Moore
Oklahoma at 10 a.m. on Monday.

David West’s sister Lois Moore
passed away on November 22nd

after a car accident. Services were
held at the Childress Church of
Christ at 2 p.m. on Monday.

*****************
NEW STUDY

Jerry McKey will start a new
series in his adult class, room # 116
on December 2. The lesson will be
“Mission Of The Local Church”.

*****************
ATTENTION

Wil Sadler will be here on Sunday
night December 2nd for a
presentation on his mission work.
There will be a get together after
services across the street in the
annex. Please bring finger foods
and snacks. Come and enjoy the
wonderful fellowship.

*****************
TEACHERS

The new winter quarter starts this
coming Sunday, December 2nd and
Wednesday night, December 5th.
If there is anything you need, please
contact Don Hatch.

*****************
LITERATURE

There are copies of the Spiritual
Sword, Gospel Minutes, Christian
Courier, and others on the table in
the front foyer and the shelf in the
back foyer. Please take and read
them.



12/4/12 – Ladies Bible Class – 10 a.m.
Luncheon

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S

Grady Fowler – 12/1
Donna Meyer – 12/2
Ann Bruce – 12/5
Lotah Franklin – 12/6
Virginia Stull – 12/6
Grace De La Cruz – 12/7
Max Melton – 12/7
Brent Howard – 12/10
Becky Henry – 12/10
Crystal Morris – 12/12
Elizabeth Garrison – 12/13
Virgil LaFerney – 12/17
Linda Matthews – 12/17
Kim Mayer – 12/20
Pam Mathews – 12/23
Carol Lee – 12/24
Brenda England – 12/29

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Tony & Shellie Pearce – 12/18
James & Billie Gilliam – 12/20
Bill & Carolyn Montgomery – 12/22
Scott & Kassie Price – 12-30
David & Judy Odom – 12/31
Max & Juanita Melton – 12/31

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot at:

(972)741-2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 12/2/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Jerry McKey
James Gilliam Bobby England  Richard Renfro
Brandon Howard Brent Howard  Dean Webb
Scot Allen Roy Martin
Glen Kelly Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Mike Garrison  Nathan Allen
Mike Batot 2 Peter l:12-15

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Henry Seidmeyer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Mike Garrison
Nathan Allen
Bill Paschall P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Thomas Rathbun
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS TBA
Bill Paschall

A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Jerry Baker  Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 85 80 79 100
A.M. Worship 154 136 147 150
P.M. Worship 80 70 69 80
Wed. Class 79 58 78 85
Ladies Bible Class n/c 0 23 25
Contribution $4154 $4418 $5163 $5470

BELT LINE ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

1202 N. Belt Line Rd. - Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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