
November 23, 2009

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

November 29, 2009

a.m. “Knowing and Trusting”

Scripture: Psalm 9:1-10

p.m. Fifth Sunday Singing

Whole Duty Of Man
Don Hatch

Is man the master of his own fate, the captain of his soul? Has man become so smug in his
egotistical pride as to drift away from God? Will they cut themselves off from morals and
ethics? Where did man come from? What is man? What is man’s duty? What is man’s
destiny? Is man only mortal? Does man possess an immortal soul? Is he a spirit-being and a
mortal being? Was he created to live in eternity? When he dies is that all? Whence? Why?
Whither? These are questions if failed to be answered the moral inclinations of man are
seriously damaged. If man is but a mere animal why should society demand morals and
goodness? Who is to say what is moral or good? The atheist, agnostic and unbeliever have
their standards. Where did euthanasia, infanticide, ethnic cleansing, mass murders and
countless other evils come from? If man is a spirit-being and has duties because he is created
in the image of God what are those duties. The Bible is concerned about man, why he is here,
his duty, destiny and the soul within him. The Bible affirms that man was created in the image
of a holy and moral God (Gen 1:26, 27). Male and female were created in the image of God.
God formed man from the dust and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man was a
living soul (Gen 2:7). From man God took the woman making her flesh of his flesh and
granting to her a spirit. Animals have never been created in the image of God (Mat 19:4; Mk
10:6).

Mankind became living beings with the image of God within them. God gave to man and
woman a physical nature and a spiritual nature. They were living creatures with the image of
God within them. They had a compound nature where the physical nature would eventually
pass away but the inner being was destined to be immortal. God’s word teaches that the whole
nature of man was soul, spirit and body (Mat 22:34-40; Deut 6:5; 1 Thes 5:23). Man is a triune
being. There is the flesh or material part. But there is more than a mere body. The soul
sometimes refers to the animation of the physical life (Psm 78:50). The spirit is the immortal
nature of man (1 Cor 2:11). The Bible affirms that God is Spirit (Jn 4:24). God is immortal and
eternal (1 Tim 1:17). Man was created in the image of God. Therefore mankind has a spirit that



is immortal and eternal. The Bible refers to man as a soul, spirit and body. The soul and spirit
dwell within the body of mankind. Hence, man is different than an animal. Those who oppose
God argue that man does not have a immortal soul, physical death ends existence, that there
is no hell or heaven and that Christ Jesus was not divine but was a mere creature. Where did
these concepts come from? Man’s life is sacred. From ancient times the sacredness of man
has been upheld (Gen 9:6; Ex 20:13). Until a society becomes corrupt they upheld such
principles. Murder is a terrible sin against mankind and the law of God. The Scriptures urge
mankind to respect their fellow men as individuals created in the image of God. Unlike animals
man is unique with a moral nature and intelligence which can make moral decisions. Man is a
reasoning being, possesses a character not present in any other creature. Although corporally
framed in a physical being man’s real essence is spirit. Man’s inner being is worth more than
the world (Mat 16:26). Spiritually man resembles God and is a moral, rational and responsible
being.

Man did not evolve from the slime of a million years ago. He was created full grown, thinking,
talking and had moral responsibilities. He was required to give answer for his actions. He
respected moral laws of God. Man’s soul is not dust but came from and eternal God. The
difference between man and animal is vast. The truth that God is the Creator is superior to all
the fantasies of men who teach man was an accident of nature. God’s teachings about the
creation of man are relative to morals mankind should exhibit. If morals decline it is because
mankind had removed God. To know the character of the true and living God establishes that
mankind does not rule because God has set the bounds and habitations nations (Act 17:22-
32). The world is not eternal nor accidental it was planned by God (Eph 1:3-15; Col 9-23).

We are not mere bodies for within mankind is a spiritual being of such great value God sent
His Son to redeem it (Rom 8:31-39; 2 Pet 3:8-11). It is absurd to make man into a mere
animal. No animal will be brought to a final judgment for deeds done in its body but mankind
will be judged for their deeds (2 Cor 5:10). Perhaps this is the reason atheists, agnostics and
theistic evolutionist deny the Bible. If all deeds will be judged these know that cloning man is a
direct affront to God, taking life at whatever stage is immoral and not upholding the highest
moral standards will be brought into judgment, implying that they are sinners. The idea of
judgment implies retribution. Jesus Christ came to save man from sin and judgment. Death is
not the end there will be a judgment (2 Tim 4:1-11). God commands every man everywhere to
repent (Acts 17:30; 2:38). An eternity waits for all souls. Eternity will be a blessing or a time of
torment (Lk 16:19-31; Mat 25:41).

Preparing to meet our Maker is our duty while upon the earth. “This is the end of the matter;
all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.
For God will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good, or
whether it be evil.” (Ecc 12:13, 14). The words of the wise are like a illumination to the unwise.



FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
Belt Line Road is a congregation that God is truly blessing in abundance. Each Sunday our
sermons are recorded on CD's for the benefit of those who can't be present and those wanting
to do more in depth study. These are available for everyone to order just by completing a
request form, or by telling someone at Belt Line you would like a copy of lesson/s date.

We must keep in remembrance that in order for us to receive God's Spiritual Blessings, we
must be in Christ, and keep God's commandments. Attendance is one area we need to work
on constantly. In order to be fed with the Sheep means we must be among the Sheep at
feeding time. When you attend Bible Study and Worship services, look around your area and
see who is missing? We need to be "Our Brother's Keeper" and keep track, when our brothers
and sisters are absent.

In Psalms 18, David said: "How I Love you, Lord! You are my defender. The Lord is my
Protector; He is my strong fortress. My God is my protection, and with Him I am safe."

Whenever we are feeling troubled, alone, or helpless, it is nice to remember that Christians
have a mighty, all powerful, source of strength in God. In this world, we have to adjust to all
different kinds of happenings and situations. We should always remember that with God, we
are safe and constantly under his protection. We don't have to understand why negative things
happen around us; we just have to have faith that this to will pass, and know that our Heavenly
Father is always in control. Praying for courage, strength, and God's protection, and sharing
our burdens with others will help us to deal with our daily concerns.

Ps 18:1-2"I will love thee, 0 LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and
my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my
salvation, and my high tower." Read Psalms 116:1-8

Have a great week serving God! Keep first and foremost on our mind the need to assemble
with the saints on every occasion possible. Keep in your Prayers our Sick and Shut-
in!

~ Dean Webb

“I love Jehovah, because he heareth My voice and my supplications. Because he hath inclined
his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. The cords of death compassed
me, and the pains of Sheol gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. Then called I upon
the name of Jehovah: O Jehovah, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. Gracious is Jehovah, and
righteous; Yea, our God is merciful. Jehovah preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he
saved me. Return unto thy rest, O my soul; For Jehovah hath dealt bountifully with thee. For
thou hast delivered my soul from death, Mine eyes from tears, And my feet from falling” (Psalm
116:1-8).

“Wherefore girding up the loins of your mind, be sober and set your hope perfectly on the
grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as children of obedience,



not fashioning yourselves according to your former lusts in the time of your ignorance: but like
as he who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; because it is
written, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy. And if ye call on him as Father, who without respect of
persons judgeth according to each man's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear:
knowing that ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, from your vain
manner of life handed down from your fathers; but with precious blood, as of a lamb without
spot, even the blood of Christ: who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world,
but was manifested at the end of times for your sake, who through him are believers in God,
that raised him from the dead, and gave him glory; so that your faith and hope might be in
God. Seeing ye have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently: having been begotten again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth. For,
All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower falleth: But the word of the Lord abideth forever. And this is the word of good tidings
which was preached unto you” (1 Pet 13-25).

The mind of a Christian must be sober and established in the things which are spiritual. God
revealed that the former life of lust and ungodliness must be forfeited. The Christian becomes
a child of God, who is light (Jas 1:17, 18). They become children of light and walk in light (1 Jn
1:5-10; 1 Thes 5:5). Holiness is recognized as a criterion for the children of God. The worldly
life which is put away cannot be gone back to if the Christian is to be a child of God (2 Cor
6:17, 18; Col 3:5-17). As children of God the Christian fashions a life of righteousness and
purifies their life as God is pure (1 Jn 3:1-12). Those who abide in righteousness know that sin
is of the devil. One day Jesus will return and whosoever is begotten of God, does
righteousness and loves his brother will receive an eternal reward (2 Tim 4:1-7).

“Being born again” infers that the person who wishes to follow the Lord must be baptized
(Rom 6:1-11). As children of God, Christians seek to live godly, righteously and soberly in this
present world (Tit 2:12). All are exhorted to adorn the doctrine of God, deny ungodliness,
worldly lust and live in a righteous manner. The fashioning of our lives is a task which requires
daily maintenance (2 Cor 4:16-18; 5:1-10).

Our hope is in God who purified us by the blood of Jesus Christ. The news of salvation is as
refreshing today as it was when Peter spoke of it so many years ago. Access to God is through
the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom 5:1-11). No matter what the task, however difficult the
circumstances or turbulent the times, a Christian can remain steadfast doing the work of the
Lord (1 Cor 15:58). All need to gird up the loins of their mind, be sober and set their hope
perfectly on the grace of God. God will take care of us.

~Don Hatch



GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, November 29, 2009

Front foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor

Back foyer: Carol Swinney; Thomas Rathbun

Sunday, December 6, 2009

Front foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class for Tuesday, November 24th will be postponed due to the Thanksgiving
Holiday.

INVITATION
The congregation is invited to an Open House at the Hatch’s on Sunday, December 13th from
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

OPEN FORUM
The Hawn Freeway Church of Christ is hosting an Open Forum on Sunday, December 6,
2009 from 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. on “Heaven’s Help for the Christian Home”. More details are
on bulletin board in the back foyer.



BIBLE SCHOOL
All classes will meet in the main auditorium on Wednesday, November 25th for a devotional.

The Winter quarter will begin on Sunday, December 6th and Wednesday, December 9th.
Teachers, please let Don know of any needs you may have.

FT. WORTH LECTURES
The Ft. Worth Lectures will be held on Sunday, January 10th through Wednesday, January
13th, 2010 on “The Gospel Accounts. Please see the flyer on the bulletin board in the back
foyer for more details.

WITH SYMPATHY
Joyce Ligon (the Gilliam’s sister-in-law) passed away last week; services were held in
Midwest City, OK.

Louise Gierling (former member Tom Gierling’s mother) also passed away last Tuesday from
a long illness with cancer.

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Evelyn Armstrong underwent gall bladder surgery on Friday at Baylor/Grapevine; she is in
room #404.

∙Ilene Ashworth will be seeing a specialist for her hearing & jaw problems.

∙Jean Kelly is now home.

∙Max Melton will have a follow up appointment with his doctor on November 24th at 1:15 p.m.

∙Frances Seidmeyer did not break any bones in a fall; she is doing well now.

∙Beverly Sweat is having problems with diabetes.

∙The Wolfe’s are having health & financial problems.

∙Gina Pearson (the Baker’s daughter) will have a biopsy done on a place on her kidney.

∙J.T. Talley (Debra Alonzo’s nephew) will undergo surgery & requests prayers.



Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jack & Frances LaFerney,
Garldean Latham, Elsie Nanney, Everett Newton, Tom & Billie Prince, Leo Townsend, Thomas
West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), the DiPalmas (missionaries).

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· November 29 Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· November 29: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· December 6 : New Bible Class Quarter
· December 13: Open House at the Hatch’s

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
 Purman Cofer  JC Ross  John Mayer
 Jerry Baker  Robert Taylor  Jerry Baker
 Dorris Walker  Max Melton
 Marvin Brown  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Garrison  Derrol Allen  Garl Latham
 Bill Matthews  Roy Martin Psalm 9:1-10
 Ty Harvey  Bobby Bowen
 Rob Farmer  Brandon Howard

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Bill Matthews
 Ty Harvey

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Fifth Sunday Singing Schedule

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Fifth Sunday Singing Schedule

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Darrell Allen
 Garl Latham

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Ty Harvey



FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 84 81 92 125
A.M. Worship 155 148 156 210
P.M. Worship 85 72 85 112
Wed. Class 83 74 82 110
Ladies Bible Class 18 18 20 35
Contribution $4667 $5465 $5370 $5474

MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


